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Saturday April 5, 2025

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM

9:30 AM - 9:40 AM
9:40 AM - 9:50 AM
9:50 AM -10:00 AM

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM
10:45 AM - 11:45 AM
11:45 AM - 12:45 PM

12:45 PM - 1:45 PM

1:45 PM - 1:55 PM

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM




Center for Learning
Innovation & Change
Founders Journey

Dr. Francis Francois is a lifelong educator, youth advocate, and
Learning Innovation & Change (CLIC)—an organization d
communities through mentorship, education, and holistic suppo
clear: to create the kind of impact that changes lives, because his
believed in him.

Raised in Miami’s Little Haiti, one of the city’s most impoveri
up surrounded by adversity—high unemployment, crime, limited
opportunities. Despite these circumstances, he overcame tremend:
mentors and a fierce commitment to learning. These early experi
—regardless of their zip code—deserves access to quality mento:
believes in their potential.

Driven by that belief, he founded what was originally called the
Over time, the initiative evolved into CLIC, broadening its reach
and schools throughout South Florida. Under his leadership,
change—offering mentorship, academic support, self-care stra
that unlock new possibilities for young people.

Dr. Francois’s doctoral research, “Unlocking Success for Non-T
Support and Mentorship,” serves as the backbone of CLIC’s m
transformational role that mentorship and wraparound support p
education differently—and often with fewer resources. His a
experience, has shaped CLIC into a values-driven organizatio:
equity.

Today, Dr. Francois continues to lead with passion, purpose,
Through CLIC, he is building an ecosystem of support that i
communities to come together around the shared goal of investing



SOUTH FLORIDA MEN
SYMPOSIUM

Welcome to the 2025 South Florida Mentoring Symposium.

What you are witnessing today is not just another event on the
of a movement rooted in love, responsibility, and the power o
gathering is the embodiment of a vision that we at CLIC have
bring together those who dare to invest in our youth and build
stems from the streets of South Florida to the global stage.

The theme of this year’s symposium — “Building a Legacy fo
our belief that mentorship is not just a local initiative. It is a
reach a child, we shape a life. And when we shape lives, we in

Our communities are rich with talent, wisdom, and heart. Wh
connection — connection between organizations, between sch:
generations, and even within ourselves. That’s why this day m
a call to restore the Village — not just as a concept, but as a
nurtures, guides, and uplifts our young people.

We are proud to be joined today by thought leaders, grassroo
trailblazers, and, most importantly, our youth. Each breakout
conversation is designed to spark collaboration, challenge ass
real, measurable action. Because the work does not end here

A special thank you to our sponsors, our host city of Miami G
Katrina Baskin for believing in our vision. To every mentor, ¢
teacher, and advocate in this room — thank you. Your presen
mentoring being something bigger than yourself.

As we honor those trailblazers who have set the tone for trans
them through the Shirley B. Johnson Excellence in Mentoring
legacies aren not built in silence. They are forged in moments
together with purpose, with passion, and with a promise to po

Let’s build the Village. Let’s expand our reach. Let’s make m
do — but something we live.

In gratitude, community, and purpose,
Dr. Francis Francois

Founder & CEO
Center for Learning Innovation & Change (CLIC)
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8:30 AM -9:
Check-i
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9:40 AM -9:
Welcome Re
Dr. Francis Francois,

City of Miami
Councilwoman Ka

9:50 AM - 10:
Dr. Francis F

The Voice of
Dr. Manoushk
Village Vibes
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Ruban Roberts has dedicated his professiona
wellness, focusing on serving marginalized co
clinician and Master Trainer at the Universit
Institute (BSFT®), he is a seasoned expert in

In 2013, Ruban founded RER Consulting E
Amplify Community Resources. Both organi
the mental health and wellness challenges fac
also highly skilled in research design and the
he utilizes to support communities in need.
communities has driven his professional and
devoted service to advocacy and community

This passion is evident in his leadership roles
the immediate past President of the Miami-
his expertise to various boards and workgro
bodies such as the Miami-Dade County Boa
Governor Rick Scott.

Over the years, Mr. Roberts has been a ferve
disparities. He has been associated with initia
Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) a
Services Administration (SAMHSA). Furthe
services reflects his broader commitment to
expertise at Barry University in Miami Shore
Work and Business Administration. On a per
devoted husband, a nurturing father, and an
broaden his horizons
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An accomplished community leader and business
experience in community relations, volunteerism,
communications. She has made significant contri
women’s empowerment, the arts and social justice
experiences across the corporate and nonprofit se
Consulting, Malika led a public relations and con
serves as the inaugural President and CEO of ME
various leadership roles at Truist, Orlando Magic

A Florida native, Malika tutors and mentors wit

leadership-in-service includes Orange County Pa

Chair, Heart of Florida United Way - Women Ut
Central Florida - Young Professionals, and Alph:
advocate for equality and access to quality educa
Directors for Early Learning Coalition of Orange
Memorial Resources and Education Center of Flc

For a commitment to service, Malika has been re
of Fundraising Professionals - Central Florida C
also received a SPORTYS Award for Best in Soc
Sports Commission, was named to Orlando Busir
Woman of the Year by Florida Diversity Counci

Malika earned a Master of Science in Public Rela
New York University, a Bachelor of Science in Jo
and obtained a certificate in Diversity, Equity anc
University of South Florida.




DR. CASSANDRE DAVIS

IHI9ITLOdS HAILNASAAL

Founder - The Light Academy

The Culture of Mentoring
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LHOITLOdS HALNASTAL

Founder - Power of the Heels Foundation

LOVING ME MORE
BEVOND A MENTORING JOURNEY

Y

JAMIE BAKER
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Principal - Baker and Maxwell CRE & Development
STRATEGIES
FOR SECURING FUNDING AND
SUSTAINING IMPACTFUL MENTORING




LUNCHEON PRO

11:45 AM -12:45P

Youth Panel Discussi
The Future of Mentoring and G
Facilitator: Malika Har

Malika Harrison will lead an engaging panel discussio
dialogue will delve into various themes, including ment
impact of empowering young voices. The panel will offi
their views on how mentorship can evolve to meet the ¢
world. Youth leaders and mentees will share their expe
future of mentoring.

Malika Harrison, President of MENTOR Florida. In
deliver a message on the transformative power of colla
expanding and strengthening our “Village.” She will al
youth leaders and mentees who will share their perspec
their vision for global impact. This is a moment to liste
voices we aim to uplift.

As we conclude this session, we encourage all attendees
consider how they can contribute to building a supporti
future generations. Let us commit to fostering meaning
that will help our youth thrive and make a difference gl
Together, we can create a brighter future through men
collective strength of our "Village."
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DESIREE ROBERTSON

LHOITLOdS HALNASAUd

Girls of Color
Collective Generator

BLACK AND BROWN GIRLS RISING
THROUGH MENTORSHIP, WELLNESS & STORYTELLING
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Partnering with Families and Communities
to create a brighter future for children

fMolding Independent Learners Every Secont
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DR. SHIRLEY B. JOHNSON
MENTORING EXCELLENCE

HONORS

This prestigious honor celebrates organizations that
exemplify the transformative power of mentorship,
shaping the futures of youth and strengthening
our communities.

Nominate a Mentoring Organization for the
Dv, Shirley B. Johnson Mentoring Excellence Honors!




EXCELLENCE IN MENT
2:00 PM - 3:0

Shirley B. Johnson Excellence in
Dedication to Shirley B. Jo
honoring non-profit organizations for th

Youth & Leadershi,

100 Black Men of Sout
Pierre Rutledge, Pr

Mahogany Youth Cor
Robert O’ Bryant, Comm

The Sierra Clu
Mark Walters

Legacy Builder A

The Resource Ro
Ebony Johnson, Executi

Community, Impact

DCS Mentorin
William “DC” Clark,

Generational Cu
Charles Wiliams,

Mentoring_Through Edu

U-Turn Youth Consul
Shirley Plantin, Chief Execu

Miles Academy Girl:
Jhodi Pommells, Fo

Girls Growing Into Gr
Latoya Porter Fo
Health & Wellness Through

Amplify Community R
Ruban Roberts, Founde

Reyna Group Ho
Richard Charlemon, Presi



THANK
COUNCIL
KATRINA

The Center for Learning Innovation & C
Councilwoman Katrina Baskin for her unwave,
very beginning, Councilwoman Baskin recog

Symposium and stepped in—not just as a suppo

Her commitment to youth empowerment, co:

Village mindset has been instrumental in bring
that when elected officials lead with heart and |
reaches families, neighborhoods, and the next ge

Councilwoman Katrina Baskin governs with
multiple levels. The ripple effect of such leade
active roles in their communities. Purposeful ¢
community collaboration, it serves as a powe
achieved when we unite for a common goal.
everyone has the opportunity to flourish, and
forward.

Thank you, Councilwoman Baskin, for standi
showing what’s possible when community and le

With gratitude,

The CLIC Team

¥, (am?m'ba!@_

erci,
I




JrIusT)
4 DIVINE 22

L @ ﬂ ”Eel.'ll'.tl)?lNGA A!\'OVEMENT

SUrvivors

DEMY MEN
?’oh TO&«S’&
A ‘@
o @
§
S ?
5 7
@ 2
= (=1
: g S :
. o R
(}}t— EST, 20235 0\'3
7L Vinr=nia ‘V);,VG \N\.“g\?
“OrenTiaL 10 LEF

# # MENTOR

FLORIDA




MESSAGE FROM O

When someone entrusts you with a dream, a vision, a
and a responsibility to nurture it to fruition. My jourr
my sister, Wilnide Johnson. At the time, I had just co
tour in Iraq, and was eager to embark on a new chapt
college while serving never materialized, but the GI B
education at my own pace. I enrolled at Union Instit

of Admissions. He became a pivotal figure in my jour

In 3 years, I earned a Bachelor's Degree in Public Ad
encouragement, challenging my perspectives, and, at
these experiences that we discovered our familial con
marriage. This revelation only strengthened our bond
new agreements, and lively debates. Our relationship
admiration.

When Francis approached me about organizing the S
task. Yet, there was an unspoken understanding that

reminded to offer our gifts to humanity with joy and «
me to do just that. Over the course of a six months, I

organization, and structure needed to bring this visior
the vision, I am filled with gratitude for the chance to
than myself. This journey has been a testament to the
am thankful to Francis for his trust and to God for g

Remember the impact you have on the lives of others
commitment are integral to your being. Do not let hu
your work with unwavering resolve, for the world—o
forward, knowing that your contributions are invalua
those around you. The rest of your life will be the bes

Dr. Manoushka Saintil
Annew Way, LLC




