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PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 

 

^MISSION STATEMENT: 

 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God.. Compassionate God, we confess to you all 

our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your 

mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 

 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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^KYRIE 

 

^HYMN OF PRAISE (Verses 1&2) 
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P:  The Lord be with you 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray 

 

^PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to 

yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, 

we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully 

proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING         Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing 

precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on 

by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return 

there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that 

goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it. 

 
12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and 

the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall 

clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead 

of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a 

memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 
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Psalm           Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 

to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
2 To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come. 
3 Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions. 
4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell 

there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the 

holiness of your temple. 
5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our 

salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
6 You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded a- bout 

with might. 
7 You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the 

clamor of the peoples. 
8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your 

marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; 

the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide 

for the earth. 
10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain 

you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
11 You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths over- flow with 

plenty. 
12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be 

clothed with joy. 
13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak 

them- selves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing 
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SECOND READING      Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to 

accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from 

its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and 

values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 

from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 

flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 

walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who 

live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 

Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and 

those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 

not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because 

of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 

that dwells in you. 
 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 

 



P a g e  | 8 

 

^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

^HOLY GOSPEL 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew , the 13th  Chapter 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s 

word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news 

produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such 

great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 

while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 

some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun 

rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered 

away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 
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18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of 

the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 

away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As 

for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 

and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but 

endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what 

was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 

of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 

hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one 

case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor Lee 
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^HYMN 
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^APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.) 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

^PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable. 
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OFFERING 

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, through 

your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates during this 

time. For those who do not feel comfortable passing the plates, we ask that 

you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the nave prior to 

the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as you exit into the 

Hospitality area. Many people give electronically, and we thank all growing 

disciples in advance for their supportive giving. 

 

^OFFERTORY HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love ,so that all creation can taste 

your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 

+HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

^GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION In the night he was betrayed…… 

 

^LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 



P a g e  | 15 

 

(first verse only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The table is ready, come and eat.  

C: Amen 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION (By Intinction) 

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine 

(silver chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice).  Sign a communion card 

from the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
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P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. Amen. 
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^HYMN 
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^DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, commits 

to celebrating the love of God with ALL people 

as we are all made in God’s image. We are committed to racial equity in 

our congregation, community, and country. Whatever your abilities, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith 

tradition or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present – you 

are welcome to share in God’s love and our community. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We are extremely glad you are with us today! It is a 

privilege to have you share our worship service. Please 

take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located at 

the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. If you 

have any questions, please ask any of the members, we will 

be happy to help. Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org 

or our Facebook page.  

 

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity. 

We have three easy & virtual ways for people to donate to 

IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our Facebook 

page “links” which you can click and make a secure donation. 

And here is a QR code which you can scan with your smart 

phone. Thank You for your continued generous support! 

 

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups. 

SUNDAY Worship 11:00AM 

 Outreach Meeting 12:00 PM  
 

Date Lector Worship Assistant Greeters Acolytes 

July 12 D. McClellan M. Horne-Onimus J. Morrison E.Enriquez 

July 19  M. Horne-Onimus K. McClellan  

July 26 K. Dukes K. McClellan J.Crane  

 

June Income -  $ 9,645 

 June Expenses - $11,238  

 

 (a social service of our local SEPA Synod) assists 

families (referred by Children and Youth Services) in providing 

adequate care for their children. They also facilitate the reunification of 

families when children return from foster care. The Outreach Committee 

has provided a bin in the hospitality area for donations to their work. 

Donations of new or very gently used baby and children’s clothing and 

baby supplies (but not diapers, they have a source for that) would be 

gratefully accepted. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be here before we know it!! Aug 

10th  -14th, 9:00AM-11:30AM. You can be a part of the 

excitement. We do need more helpers to make this year a 

success. This year’s program is Snowball Mountain 

Challenge. Ollie will lead us through the week. Registration 

is now open. Go to immanuelnorwood.org and click on the calendar tab. If 

you’re able to help out this year, please see Jeanne Warner. 

 

http://immanuelnorwood.org/
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AC for Sanctuary is Complete & HVAC Phase #2 has Started! 

Our HVAC Project phase #1 to upgrade the AC was 

completed May 16th! Phase #2 to investigate the 

replacement of our boilers has started. We used some 

of our investment funds and took a loan for $10,000. 

from ELCA’s Mission Investment Fund to pay for 

Phase #1. We now have a loan payment of $122/month. Please see the 

display in the Hospitality area for more information and how you can help. 

See Karl McClellan or Fred Warner for even more details. Thank you for 

support! 

SUMMER READING 

Are you looking for a summer reading book?  Sunday morning 

Bible Study group is recommending The Blessing Effect: A 

Single Act of Kindness Can Rewrite the Future by Robert K. 

Pozil.. Please join us in September when we will discuss the 

book.  Have a great summer! For more info see Jeanne Warner. 

 

 Love BINGO? Love Christmas music? Plan to join us for 

fun, fellowship, and cookies during our Christmas in July.  

Bingo Sunday July 26th 10 to 10:45 AM- ALL AGES 

WELCOME! Then do we have the event for you.... 

Christmas music bingo. Snacks will be provided. Any 

question please see Colleen Kelly 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0998168785/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0998168785/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1

