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PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.)
"MISSION STATEMENT:

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live
Christ’s example through worship, education, and service.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our
sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show
genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our
world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through = Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise
of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

Take My Life, That I May Be
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I Take my life, that | may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love:
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways.on - ly, for my King:
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days: let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ry powT as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and I will be
it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - Cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy; have mer - cy, O Lord.

4

.
.
.




"HYMN OF PRAISE (Verses 1&2)

God of Promise, Let These Signs of Grace
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1 Life - giv-ing wa - ter soak - ing our dry - ness,
2 Word of pro - claim - ing, breath on the wa - ter,
3 0il of a - noint - ing, fra - grant with pow - er,
4 Bright light of Eas - ter cleav - ing the dark - ness,
5 Robe of a - dop - tion grow - ing God’s fam - ’ly,
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drown-ing our sin each day, mak - ing us new—
plant - ing your prom - ise— the  voice from a - bove:
nam - ing us ho - ly while hold - ing our pain—
shin - ing up - on and with - in us to - day—
wrap-ping our bro - Kken- ness in the di - vine—
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mer - cy come stream - ing from you.
“This is my  child, my be - loved.”
mark of the life that we gain.
bea - con of  hope on the way.
love be - come sym - bol and sign.

P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray

"PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us
your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us
your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God
decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more
angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing
shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but
shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

1When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said
he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

*1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. > He
prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was
still in my own country? That 1s why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning,
for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger,
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. * And now,
O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to
live.” * And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” °> Then Jonah
went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would
become of the city.

®The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very
happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.  When the
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It
is better for me to die than to live.”

? But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” '° Then the Lord said, “You are
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concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did
not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. '' And
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left and also many animals?”

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God

Psalm Psalm 145:1-8

'T will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever.
“Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

? Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your
greatness.

* One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare
your power.

> T will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your
marvelous works.

°They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount
your greatness.

" They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall
sing joyfully of your righteousness.

*The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about
the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the
gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance
the gospel mission.
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I For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. > If I am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. I
am hard pressed between the two: my desire 1s to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better, ** but to remain in the flesh is more necessary
for you. #° Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 2° so that, by my
presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because
of me.

7 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind
for the faith of the gospel *® and in no way frightened by those opposing
you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation.
And this is God’s doing. ?° For he has graciously granted you the privilege
not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, ** since you
are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still
have.

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God

"GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Wordof life, Je-sus Christ, all glo - ry to you!
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Word of life, Je-sus Christ, all praise to you!
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"HOLY GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common
assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned
or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. > After
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his
vineyard. * When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, * and he said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. * When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ° And
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ' They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.” ® When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” * When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received a denarius. ' Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a
denarius. '' And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, '“ saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” '* But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? '* Take what belongs
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. > Am
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ '° So the last will be first, and the first
will be last.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ
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SERMON Pastor Lee
"HYMN
Lord of Light
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high -est heav-en,
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earth your will be done.
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"APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.)
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

"PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable.
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OFFERING

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, through
your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates during this
time. For those who do not feel comfortable passing the plates, we ask that
you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the nave prior to
the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as you exit into the
Hospitality area. Many people give electronically, and we thank all growing
disciples in advance for their supportive giving.

"OFFERTORY HYMN

i

1N

1

"
|

i.l_~

I
i
o

! 1 1

=

—

1

—

F K

o

@ Let the vine-yards be fruit - ful, Lord, and fil to the brim our cup of

| — 1 . 1 1 | | &
= i e e e ——
v ~—
bless - ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that weresown,
hv = JI[ 1 _] i — el 1
S T
that we may be fed with the  bread of life.
!‘O‘g ¥ ! [ I = ] Y !
Y A } 1 | ]
Gt e = s
"'y T ¥ | S—
Gath-er thehopes and dreamsof all; u - nite them with the prayers we
#ﬁ | $r— : e e e s ey ——
: L'f g — — ! S :
of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your pres - ence, Lord,
] g 1
[ 1 jL__._ } __Jl ! Y ] ! 1 I
g L B e
and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our
gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always. Amen.

+HOLY COMMUNION+

"GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right and salutary.......... we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Santo, santo, santo
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San - to, san - to, san - to, oh Dios del u - ni - ver- so:

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho-1ly, Lord God of might and mer-cy,
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Ben - di - to el que vie-ne en nom - bre del Se-iior ...
. Bless-ed be the Sav-ior, the one who comes in your name.
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Ho - san - na en el cie - lo. San - toe-res, oh Dios.
Ho - san - na in the high - est. You are ho - ly, God.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION [In the night he was betrayed... ...

"LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
(first verse only)

Lamb of God

336 Your Only Son
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1 Your on - ly Son, no . sin to hide, but you  have
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3 .1 was so lost, I should have died, but you  have .
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God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the ho - ly Lamb of God. Oh, wash me
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in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The table is ready, come and eat.
C: Amen

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION (By Intinction)

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine
(silver chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice). Sign a communion card
from the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you 1in his grace.

C: Amen
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Refrai
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord,un-to  me.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy
world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

"BENEDICTION/BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever .Amen.



Page |16

AHYMN
Son of God, Eternal Savior
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I Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.
3 Come. O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace:
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who, throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver. yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by vour si-lent hours of pamn.
by vour pray-ing. by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fll us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in  sol - emn trust will be.
quench our fe-vered thirst of  plea-sure, stem our self - ish  greed of  gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will be done.
"DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.
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As a Reconciling in Christ congregation,
ReconcilingWorksv Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, commits
HUTHERANS TR AL AR TIGRATION to celebrating the love of God with ALL people
as we are all made in God’s image. We are committed to racial equity in
our congregation, community, and country. Whatever your abilities,
gender 1dentity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith
tradition or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present — you
are welcome to share in God’s love and our community.

Welcome Visitors! We are extremely glad you are with us today! It 1s a
privilege to have you share our worship service. Please
take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located at
the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. If you

We&mw have any questions, please ask any of the members, we will

b pur eﬁm%ﬁ be happy to help. Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org
or our Facebook page.

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity. oObe-E10

We have three easy & virtual ways for people to donate to ‘i,

IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our Facebook 'ﬁi&'
T ) ) hcop

page “links” which you can click and make a secure donation. [E]%¥Hr A

And here is a QR code which you can scan with your smart

phone. Thank You for your continued generous support!

&

We have a monthly Healing Service September
’ through May. The service is the third Saturday of
'\ each month and is a laying on of hands healing service.
SERVICE OF It goes from 1pm-2pm. The actual service itself will
take about 30 minutes followed with some quiet time if
people want to stay and pray



http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/

Page |18

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK
Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups.

SUNDAY Worship 11:00AM
Date Lector Worship Assistant | Greeters Acolytes
Sept 20 M. Horne-Onimus | K. McClellan
Sep 27 K. McClellan J. Crane

@@ August Income - $8,367
:,,:., ’Finance August Expenses - $10,943
== Update

SPECIAL NOTE: If you attend church and are not able to
come forward for communion for any reason, and you still

wish to receive, Pastor will bring communion to you.
el

Please speak with him for arrangements.

Dla kon (a social service of our local SEPA Synod) assists
families (referred by Children and Youth Services) in providing
adequate care for their children. They also facilitate the reunification of
families when children return from foster care. The Outreach Committee
has provided a bin in the hospitality area for donations to their work.
Donations of new or very gently used baby and children’s clothing and
baby supplies (but not diapers, they have a source for that) would be
gratefully accepted.
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HVAC Phase #2 Loan Approved!

Thanks to all who voted at the special Congregational
Meeting on 9/13/26. The motion was unanimously
approved to apply for a loan from ELCA’s Credit
Union of up to $60,000 in order to begin phase #2,
replacing our boilers and converting to gas. Please see
the display in the hospitality area for more information and how you can
help. Continued contributions for our project are greatly appreciated! See
Karl McClellan or Fred Warner for even more details. Thank you for your
continued support!

— (ngt%geg In person weekly Bible Study at St. Matthew’s
Woodlyn with Pastor Lee, begins on September
23"19:30 AM - 10:30AM and will cover Sacred Wounds.

Sacred Wounds is an invitation to meet God in the places we often
try to avoid. In this series, Dakota Hauck guides viewers through a
biblical and honest exploration of pain, suffering, and healing,
revealing how God does not waste our wounds but transforms
them 1nto places of beauty, goodness, and truth. Rather than
offering easy answers, this study creates space for lament, hope,
and deeper trust in Jesus, helping participants discover how
suffering can become a sacred place of formation rather than a sign
of God’s absence
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= Q Our ZOOM Bible study, on Wednesday evenings at

7:00PM for one hour, will be back on September 23 .
All you need 1s your Bible and we’ll provide the discussion
questions when we connect. You’ll find the link on our website
and how to dial in if that’s what you prefer. Sessions are led by
Karl McClellan and Fred Warner. Our topic will come from_Right
Now Media! The sessions are fun, educational and thought
provoking! They provide a great way to learn more about the Bible
while sharing how Jesus shows up in our lives today! We hope
you will join us!

Welcome back! Hope you had a great
summer. For those who read our summer
reading book The Blessing Effect, by Robert
K. Pozil, I hope you enjoyed it. Sunday
morning Adult Sunday School will resume on Sep 20th at
10:00am in the choir room, when we will discuss our summer
book. Feel free to join us! Any questions, please see Jeanne
Warner.

Calling all furry, fluffy, scaley, feathered and hooved

friends! On Sunday, October 11" | worship will include ELES B OF Uk
a Blessing of the Animals. Services will be held AN I M AI—S
downstairs in the social hall. Worshippers, adults and ¥ (A

children, are invited to bring their pets or favorite stuffed
animal. There will not be communion this week and the
blessing will take place during the service. All live
animals must be on a leash or in a carrier.




