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PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 

 

^MISSION STATEMENT: 

 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our 

sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your 

goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 

overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference 

keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show 

genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our 

world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 

people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise 

of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 

 
 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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^KYRIE 

 
 

^HYMN OF PRAISE (Verses 1&2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  The Lord be with you 

C:  And also with you. 
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P:  Let us pray 

 

^PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us 

your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, 

and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING        Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what 

their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own 

previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 

 
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour 

grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the 

Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that 

all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is 

mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 

 
25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the 

righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 

shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall 

die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 

committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 

life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the 

transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall 

not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” 

O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

 30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-27/2741
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your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your 

transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you 

all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 

Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. 

Turn, then, and live. 

 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 

Psalm           Psalm 25:1-9  

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let 

my enemies triumph over me. 

3 Let none who look to you be put to shame ;rather let those be put to 

shame who are treacherous. 

4 Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  

5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from 

everlasting. 

7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember 

me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, 

O Lord. 

8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners 

in your way. 

9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way 

SECOND READING      Philippians 2:1-13 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very 

early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient 

death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential 

perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 
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1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my 

joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each 

of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the 

same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 

grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming 

human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled 

himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that 

is above every other name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee 

should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 

my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own 

salvation with fear and trembling,13 for it is God who is at work in you, 

enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God 

^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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^HOLY GOSPEL 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st  Chapter 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord 

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins 

teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who 

are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are 

you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to 

them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 

will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of 

John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 

with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, 

did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered 

Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. 

 

  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 

said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will 

not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the 

second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not 

go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you 

in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you 

did not change your minds and believe him.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor Lee 
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^HYMN 

 
 

^APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.) 

 Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

^PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable. 
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OFFERING 

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, through 

your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates during this 

time. For those who do not feel comfortable passing the plates, we ask that 

you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the nave prior to 

the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as you exit into the 

Hospitality area. Many people give electronically, and we thank all growing 

disciples in advance for their supportive giving. 

 

^OFFERTORY HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our 

gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 

neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

+HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

^GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION In the night he was betrayed…… 

 

^LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

(first verse only) 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The table is ready, come and eat.  

C: Amen 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION (By Intinction) 

 

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine 

(silver chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice).  Sign a communion card 

from the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy 

world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever .Amen. 
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^HYMN 
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^DISMISSAL 

 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, commits 

to celebrating the love of God with ALL people 

as we are all made in God’s image. We are committed to racial equity in 

our congregation, community, and country. Whatever your abilities, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith 

tradition or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present – you 

are welcome to share in God’s love and our community. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We are extremely glad you are with us today! It is a 

privilege to have you share our worship service. Please 

take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located at 

the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. If you 

have any questions, please ask any of the members, we will 

be happy to help. Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org 

or our Facebook page.  

 

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity. 

We have three easy & virtual ways for people to donate to 

IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our Facebook 

page “links” which you can click and make a secure donation. 

And here is a QR code which you can scan with your smart 

phone. Thank You for your continued generous support! 

 

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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We have a monthly Healing Service September 

through May. The service is the third Saturday of 

each month and is a laying on of hands healing service. 

It goes from 1pm-2pm. The actual service itself will 

take about 30 minutes followed with some quiet time if 

people want to stay and pray 

 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups. 

SUNDAY Bible Study 9:30AM 

 Worship 11:00AM 

 Date Lector Worship Assistant Greeters Acolytes 

Sep 27  K. McClellan J. Crane  

Oct 4  J. Kintsche C.Kelly  

 

August Income -  $8,367 

August Expenses - $10,943  

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  If you attend church and are not able to 

come forward for communion for any reason, and you still 

wish to receive, Pastor will bring communion to you. Please 

speak with him for arrangements. 

 (a social service of our local SEPA Synod) assists families 

(referred by Children and Youth Services) in providing adequate care 

for their children. They also facilitate the reunification of families when 

children return from foster care. The Outreach Committee has provided a 

bin in the hospitality area for donations to their work. Donations of new or 

very gently used baby and children’s clothing and baby supplies (but not 

diapers, they have a source for that) would be gratefully accepted. 
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In person weekly Bible Study at St. Matthew’s Woodlyn 

with Pastor Lee, is held weekly on Wednesdays,  9:30 

AM – 10:30AM and will cover Sacred Wounds. 

Sacred Wounds is an invitation to meet God in the places we often try to 

avoid. In this series, Dakota Hauck guides viewers through a biblical and 

honest exploration of pain, suffering, and healing, revealing how God does 

not waste our wounds but transforms them into places of beauty, 

goodness, and truth. Rather than offering easy answers, this study creates 

space for lament, hope, and deeper trust in Jesus, helping participants 

discover how suffering can become a sacred place of formation rather than 

a sign of God’s absence 

 

 

 ZOOM Bible study, on Wednesday evenings at 7:00PM 

for one hour, will be back on September 23rd . All you need is your Bible 

and we’ll provide the discussion questions when we connect. You’ll find 

the link on our website and how to dial in if that’s what you prefer. 

Sessions are led by Karl McClellan and Fred Warner. Our topic will come 

from Right Now Media! The sessions are fun, educational and thought 

provoking! They provide a great way to learn more about the Bible while 

sharing how Jesus shows up in our lives today!  We hope you will join 

us!  

 

Welcome back! Hope you had a great summer. 

Sunday morning Adult Sunday School will resume on 

Sep 20th at 10:00am in the choir room, when we 

will discuss our summer book. On Sep 27th we 

will start a new study "What is the Trinity" when we will be 

discussing the relationship between God the Father, God the Son, and 

God the Holy Spirit. Feel free to join us! Any questions, please see 

Jeanne Warner. 
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HVAC Phase #2 Loan Approved! 

Thanks to all who voted at the special Congregational 

Meeting on 9/13/26. The motion was unanimously 

approved to apply for a loan from ELCA’s Credit 

Union of up to $60,000 in order to begin phase #2, 

replacing our boilers and converting to gas. Please see 

the display in the hospitality area for more information and how you can 

help. Continued contributions for our project are greatly appreciated! See 

Karl McClellan or Fred Warner for even more details. Thank you for your 

continued support! 

 

Calling all furry, fluffy, scaley, feathered and hooved 

friends! On Sunday, October 11th , worship will include a 

Blessing of the Animals. Services will be held 

downstairs in the social hall. Worshippers, adults and 

children, are invited to bring their pets or favorite stuffed 

animal. There will not be communion this week and the 

blessing will take place during the service.  All  live animals must be on a 

leash or in a carrier. 

 

Ready to start your Christmas shopping? Maybe 

stock up on restaurants for a night out. Immanuel is selling gift cards for 

just about every store you may want. Immanuel will get a percentage back 

from sales. Forms are available on the table in the hospitality area. Fill 

out form, make your check payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church and 

hand in to Jeanne Warner or the office. Dates on which orders will be sent 

in for purchase will be:  Oct 18, Nov 15, and Dec 6. Gift cards usually 

come in within a week of ordering. Don’t see a store you need, you can go 

online at www.raiseright.com and see if it is available and add it to your 

list or ask Jeanne W. and she will check. 

 

http://www.raiseright.com/

