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The People of Immanuel are Ministers of the Church
The Rev Scott R. Lee, Pastor
Kathleen Schneider, Director of Music

Please pick up your communion card and Fellowship cup on the way
into the Sanctuary for Holy Communion.

PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.)

AMISSION STATEMENT:
C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live
Christ’s example through worship, education, and service.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who makes all things new, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection and self-examination. (Kneeling as able.)

Holy One, source of our renewal, we confess that we are wrapped up in
sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not practiced your
righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of
the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one
another for the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things
| now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name

of +& Christ our Savior. Amen.
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~OPENING HYMN

God, Whose Almighty Word
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2 Christ, who once came to bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,

3 Spir - it of truth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
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heal - ing and  sight; health to the trou - bled mind, sight where 1l -
speed forth your flight; move on the wa - ter’'s face bear - ing the
Wis - dom, Love, Might: bound-less as 0 - cean’s tide, roll - ing in
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.

lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 17801825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray

"PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call
upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give
us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were
troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that
outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts
of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and
clothing the naked.



'Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
’Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.
*“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
“Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
°Is such the fast that | choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?

°Is not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
“Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
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and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LoORD shall be your rear guard.
““Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.

’1f you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
1% f you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
"The Lorbp will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God

PSALM 112:1-9 (Read responsively)
Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4)

'Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
“Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
“Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
“Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
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the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
°It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
°For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
“Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
“They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast
forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
[ '°The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth
and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human
philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom
which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging
ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.

"When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. “For | decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. >And | came to
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. “My speech and my
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, “so that your faith might rest not
on human wisdom but on the power of God.

°Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. ‘But we
speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the
ages for our glory. °None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. “But, as it is
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written,
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—
%these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. **For what human being
knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also
no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. **Now
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from
God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [**And
we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.
“Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for
they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them
because they are spiritually discerned. *°Those who are spiritual discern all
things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.
Y%“For who has known the mind of the Lord
SO as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.]

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God
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"HOLY GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 5th Chapter
C: Glory toyou O Lord

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt
of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping
God’s commandments.

[Jesus said:] **“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste,
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is
thrown out and trampled under foot.

"“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.
>No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. *°In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. **For truly I tell you, until heaven
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass
from the law until all is accomplished. **Therefore, whoever breaks one of
the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. “°For | tell
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON Deacon Mary Lyn Horne-Onimus

"HYMN
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This Little Light of Mine
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

"APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
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He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.)
Response: “Receive our prayer.”

"PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace.

OFFERING

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness,
through your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates
during this time. For those who don't feel comfortable passing the plates
during Covid, we ask that you place your offering in the plates located at
the front of the nave prior to the service, or after the service, in the plate
on the table as you exit into the Hospitality area. Many people give
electronically and we thank all growing disciples in advance for their
supportive giving.

"OFFERTORY HYMN “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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OFFERING PRAYER

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go
free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of

merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You
we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

"BENEDICTION/BLESSING

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod
+ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen.

"HYMN



We Are Marching in the Light of God
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we are march - ing in the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

"DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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The Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God in honor of Rita
Petty dedicated by her grandchildren.

ST Lo I—5
As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, Immanuel Lutheran Church,
v Norwood, commits to celebrating the love of God

ReconcilingWorks \_/vith ALL people as we are all made ir_l God’s
LUTHERANS FOR FULL PARTICIPATION Image. Whatever your abilities, gender |dent|ty,
sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith tradition or
economic circumstance; whatever your past or present — you are welcome
to share in God’s love and our community.

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK
Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups.

SUNDAY Education Hour 10:00 AM

Christian Ed Meeting 12:00 PM

Worship & Music Meeting 12:00 PM

TUESDAY Bible Study (zZoom) 7:00 PM
Dec. Income - $14,396

&/ Finance (includes Building rental income multi-month payments)
=== Update  Dec. Expenses - $12,195

Half Century Fellowship Lunch Group is back in February! ™
Pack a lunch and join us on the 3rd Wednesday of February, the | it
15th, at noon for good company, conversation and fellowship. ol
Hope to see you there!



Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity.
We have 3 easy & virtual ways for people to donate to
IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our
Facebook page “links” which you can click and make a
secure donation. And here is a QR _code which you can scan -
with your smart phone. Thank You for your continued generous support!

Immanuel’s Heating Oil Special Giving Campaign Continues!

Our sincere “Thank you” to everyone who has been using our “OIL”
envelopes to give extra! They are found on the BRIGHT GREEN display
in the Hospitality area (just write your envelope number on it). If you have
not already joined the effort you can start at any time!

Thank you from your Resource Committee and your Church Council

Ash Wednesday is February 22nd, 2023! The Interboro
Ministerium is pleased to announce that on February
‘a 22nd we will hold a drive through imposition of ashes in

ASH the parking lot of St. Matthew Lutheran church located
ednesday on Fairview Road.

The Interboro Ministerium will continue the tradition of worshiping
together for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Watch
for all your Lenten news in your Bulletins and March newsletter!

Where Does Our Offering Go? Do you ever wonder?
Well as part of Resource’s month of January we have &2
done a presentation on the Chester Pike entrance bulletin
board. It shows where our dollars go both here at
Immanuel and when we send our “Mission Support™ contribution (used to
be called “Benevolence™) to our Synod where those monies go to support
Lutheran work here and around the globe. Have a look when you get a
chance! Let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you for your support!! Sincerely, Your Resource Committee



