Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 8, 2022

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
Norwood, PA ~ Phone: 610.586.5860
www.immanuelnorwood.org
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The People of Immanuel are Ministers of the Church
The Rev Scott R. Lee, Pastor
Kathleen Schneider, Director of Music

Please pick up your communion card and Fellowship cup on the way
into the Sanctuary for Holy Communion.
PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.)
^Mission Statement:
C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live
Christ’s example through worship, education, and service.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with
Jesus Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for
this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come.
Silence for reflection and self-examination. (Kneeling as able.)
We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You
rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for
the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is
drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely
through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us
and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and
barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. Now
breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us
again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our
hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our
Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and
forever. Amen.
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^OPENING HYMN
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
^KYRIE
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^HYMN OF PRAISE
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P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray
^PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING

Acts 9:36-43

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of
Joppa. Her kindness and her work with clothing were well-known,
especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised
her back to life through the power of prayer.
36

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At
that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her
in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard
that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come
to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside
him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made
while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then
she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand
and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to
be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in
the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain
Simon, a tanner.
Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God
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PSALM 23 (Read responsively)
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
1

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
SECOND READING

Revelation 7:9–17

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life.
Christ is also the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering.
9

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
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Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed
in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are
the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
13

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God
^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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^HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th Chapter
C: Glory to you O Lord
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim
that he and the Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep;
they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand.
22

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon.
24
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus
answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in
my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do
not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they
follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one
will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
30
The Father and I are one.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

Pastor Scott Lee
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^HYMN
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^APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.)
Response: “Hear our prayer.”
^PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us share the peace.
OFFERING
We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness,
through your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates
during this time. For those who don't feel comfortable passing the plates
during Covid, we ask that you place your offering in the plates located at
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the front of the nave prior to the service, or after the service, in the plate
on the table as you exit into the Hospitality area. Many people give
electronically and we thank all growing disciples in advance for their
supportive giving.
^OFFERTORY HYMN

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

OFFERING PRAYER
Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your
peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us
through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may
be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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+HOLY COMMUNION+
^GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION In the night he was betrayed……
^LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are
thirsty, come.
C: Amen
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. Please pick up your communion card and “Fellowship
Cup”, an all-in-one wafer and juice set (the bread and wine) when
entering the sanctuary. The pastor says "The Body of Christ given for
you." and the assistant minister says, "The Blood of Christ shed for you."
Open the top protective film to uncover the “body” (an unleavened wafer),
place in your mouth then open the 2nd protective film to uncover the
“blood” (100% grape juice) and drink. Please dispose of your cup in the
receptacle provided when leaving the sanctuary. Sign the communion card
and place it in the offering plate.
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P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C: Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send
us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives,
all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
^BENEDICTION/BLESSING
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving
Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
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^HYMN
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^DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God.

Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License#SASO22375. Hymns reprinted with All Rights Reserved by CCLI License
#139617 and One License #729686-A

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Norwood, commits to celebrating the love of
God with ALL people as we are all made in
God’s image. Whatever your abilities, gender
identity, sexual orientation, relationship
status, race, culture, faith tradition or economic circumstance; whatever
your past or present – you are welcome to share in God’s love and our
community.
ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK
Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups.
SUNDAY
TUESDAY
SATURDAY

Education Hour
Outreach Mtg.
Resource Mtg.
Bible Study (Zoom)
Council Retreat

10:00 AM
12:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
9:00 AM

Order Geraniums for Pentecost Sunday! Cost for each 4”
pot is $4.00. Pick up a holiday flower order envelope in the
hospitality area after Sunday services, May 1st – May 22nd.
Thank you.
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Wearing masks while attending service will be
optional. We do request that you stay at home
should you experience symptoms or suspect that
you may have COVID. Please see COVID
Protocol available online and in the hospitality
area.

It’s that time of year where we can put the snow shovels
and salt away (I think) and our thoughts turn to other
outside duties like cutting the grass, raking and general
clean up. If you are interested in helping the Property
Committee with the grass cutting and cleaning up around
the church please touch base with Frank Martinsen or Fred Warner. Help is
always GREATLY appreciated.
Paper Puppet Workshops Children and caregivers are invited to the
Paper Puppet Workshops at Immanuel Lutheran Church, May 15, 22 and
June 12. Segal Puppet and Theater Company will guide the
participants through three sessions of Sunday afternoon
fun. We will build puppets, create scripts and record puppet
shows. Each 45-minute session will be held at the church
on Sundays at 1:00 pm. Children should be at least five years old and have
an adult with them for each workshop. To enroll, contact the office at 610586-5860 or EMAIL secretary.immanuel@verizon.net or Pastor Lee at
pastor.immanuelnorwood@gmail.com . The series costs $10 per child for
all three sessions. For scholarship assistance, contact Pastor Lee directly.
Acme/ShopRite Gift Cards! They are used like cash at any
of the area stores. There is no extra charge for the certificates.
Our church receives 5% of the value of the coupons that you use.
Help us help our church! See Mary Lyn Horne-Onimus for details.
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Come and Celebrate Ascension Day Thursday May 26th
We celebrate Ascension Day 40
days after Easter and 10 days
before Pentecost, always on a
Thursday. We celebrate that Jesus
was taken up into heaven 40 days
after his resurrection from the
dead. In the Creed we say that we
believe in Jesus who "ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of
God, the Father almighty". Jesus' ascension marks the end of his life on
earth.
This year we are inviting our Delaware conference’s 20 congregations to
join us IN PERSON!
 At Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 927 South Providence Road,
Wallingford, Pa.
 6 PM for light Refreshments
 7 PM Communion Service
 Service conducted by members of your Executive Committee
 Sermon by Rev. Dr. Moses Suah-Dennis, the pastor of FaithImmanuel Lutheran Church in East Lansdowne and recently
appointed Co-Director Of SEPA’s Evangelical Mission
 Musical Accompaniment by Kathleen Schneider
 A Virtual option to join us will also be available
We hope and pray that you can join us for this celebration service!
Sincerely, Karl McClellan for your Delaware Conference Executive
Committee
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Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity - It is
important we always consider the blessings which GOD has given us as
we reflect on the gifts (Time, Talents and Treasures) we give to our
church. On the “treasure” side, your gifts enable us to keep Immanuel
running. We are tremendously grateful for your support. In addition to our
offering envelopes, offering plates and Simply Giving, we have 3 easy and
virtual ways for people to donate to IMMANUEL as well. You will see on
our Website and on our Facebook page “links” which you can click and
make a secure donation. And here is a QR code which you can scan with
your smart phone:

If you have any questions or suggestions on our ways to give, please
contact Karl McClellan in person at church or call 610-761-4804 or email
him at: krmcfamily@aol.com Thank You for your continued generous
support of Immanuel!
Your Resource Committee

