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The People of Immanuel are Ministers of the Church 

The Rev Scott R. Lee, Pastor 

Kathleen Schneider, Director of Music 

SERVICE OF THE SPOKEN WORD 

 

 

 

PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 

 

^Mission Statement: 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, 

who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Loving God, we confess that we have turned from your way to follow 

our own ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too 

quickly; we have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest 

to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more 

about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves than we 

ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live 

again as your children. Amen. 
 

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never 

tires of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins 

are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

Amen. 
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^HYMN (Kathleen Schneider & Joyce Morrison) 
 

 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray 
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^PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 

countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more 

clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day 

praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18 (Read responsively) 
 

You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1) 
 

 1LORD, you have searched me out; 

  O LORD, you have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

  and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 

  and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 

  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 

  your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 15My body was not hidden from you, 

  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the 

earth. 

 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of 

them were written in your book; 

  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 

  How great is the sum of them! 



P a g e  | 5 

 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

 

^HOLY GOSPEL 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to 1 Samuel the 3rd Chapter 

C:  Glory to you O Lord 
 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word 

of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could 

not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone 

out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark 

of God was. 4Then the LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, 

"Here I am!" 5and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But 

he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. 6The 

LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 

"Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie 

down again." 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 

the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel 

again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 

for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 

say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay 

down in his place. 
 

10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! 

Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 11Then 

the LORD said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will 

fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 

beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house 

forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming 

God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 
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that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering 

forever." 
 

15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 

the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called 

Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." He said, "Here I am." 17Eli said, 

"What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 

you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you." 
18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, 

"It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him." 
19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words 

fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that 

Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor Scott Lee 

 

^APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.*  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  
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 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let 

us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and for all called to its various 

ministries, that the Holy Spirit invite us and others to “come and see,” let 

us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the well-being of creation, for plants that provide nourishment, for 

animals that tend their young, that your goodness will be revealed through 

all creation, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For the nations and all in authority, for advocates, for those who work for 

racial justice, and for our community, that all people may thrive together 

in harmony and order, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

 

For travelers and those unable to attend worship today, for members of our 

community celebrating special events, and for those who request prayers, 

let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

 

In thanksgiving for those who followed Christ and now rest from their 

labors (especially Martin Luther King Jr., commemorated this week), that 

their witness provide a model of prophetic leadership and tireless justice-

making, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

 

For all who are oppressed; for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit 

(especially); for caregivers and families; for those who grieve and cannot 

sleep, that comfort will come to those in any distress, let us pray. Have 

mercy, O God. 
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Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive 

them for the sake of the one through whom you have revealed your 

goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

^PEACE 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share the peace. 

 

^LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine 

brightly on your path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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^HYMN (Kathleen Schneider & Joyce Morrison) 
 

 
 

^DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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TO KEEP OUR MEMBERS AND STAFF SAFE 

DURING THIS RECENT UPTICK IN PA 

STATEWIDE COVID-19 CASES, ALL IN 

PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES AND CHURCH 

EVENTS ARE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE. 

 

 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 31st, 

2021 virtually. Severe weather date is Feb. 7th. The meeting should take 

one hour or less. 
 

For 2021, the meeting will be held in the sanctuary immediately following 

the virtual Worship Service at 11:00 AM. We invite only those who do 

not have access to the internet to join us live for the annual meeting. 
 

Please send us your email address: 

secretary.immanuel@verizon.net for a copy of 

the Annual Report; pick one up during office 

hours of 9am-1pm; or visit our website at 

www.immanuelnorwood.org for a posted copy. 

The Annual Report will be available to the 

congregation one week prior to the meeting, as 

well as the information to attend virtually. 

 

mailto:secretary.immanuel@verizon.net
http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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Acme/Giant and ShopRite Gift Cards!  They are used like 

cash at any of the area stores. There is no extra charge for the 

certificates. Our church receives 5% of the value of the 

coupons that you use.  Help us help our church!  See Alex 

Narcavage for details. 

 

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, 

commits to celebrating the love of God with 

ALL people as we are all made in God’s 

image. Whatever your abilities, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

relationship status, race, culture, faith tradition or economic circumstance; 

whatever your past or present – you are welcome to share in God’s love 

and our community. 

 

Immanuel’s blood drive in October resulted in The 

collection of 30 units of blood that were sent to be 

used by about 90 patients at the Hospital of the 

Univ. of Pa, Presbyterian Medical center, St 

Mary’s Medical Center, Children’s Hospital, and 

the Phila VA center.  Thank you for those who 

donated, shared the information, and volunteered to make it a huge 

success. 
 

We have added a blood drive for January to help the Red Cross meet the 

needs of our neighbors. 
 

Please consider signing up to donate and encourage friends and family to 

sign up as well.  Blood drives only help if people sign up to donate. 

 

Immanuel Blood Drive - Monday January 18th - Noon to 5pm. 

  

Sign Up by using the free Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting 

RedCrossBlood.org or calling 

1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) 


