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PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 
 

^Mission Statement: 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

Amen. 
 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. (Kneeling as able) 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away 

from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your 

resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all people. Turn 

us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we 

may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. 

Amen. 
 

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, 

and you shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of 

☩ Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

Amen. 
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^OPENING HYMN 

 

 
 

 

 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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^KYRIE 
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P:  The Lord be with you 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray 
 

^PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By 

your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of 

our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING        1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse 

and did not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. 

With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, 

designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 
 

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 

out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 

hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 

me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 

him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; 

I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with 

me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them 

to the sacrifice. 

  6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 

anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not 

look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 

rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the
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LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 

“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons 

pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen 

any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 

said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until 

he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 

beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; 

for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 

in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily 

upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 

Ramah. 
 

Word of God, word of Life: Thanks be to God 

 

PSALM 23 (Read responsively) 
 

You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) 
 

 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | 

fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort 

me. R 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R
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SECOND READING       Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct 

our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly 

pleasing to God. 

 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct 

our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly 

pleasing to God. 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 

children of light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 

right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part 

in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible 

is light. Therefore it says,  

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 

 

^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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^HOLY GOSPEL 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 9th Chapter 

C:  Glory to you O Lord 
 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards 

as spiritual blindness to the things of God. 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 

born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 

the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 

one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in 

the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and 

came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before 

as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 

like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 

wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to 

him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 

eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 

sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now 

I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 

does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 

sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again 

to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 

sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 



P a g e  | 9 

19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 

then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our 

son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now 

he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He 

will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of 

the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus 

to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his 

parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

  24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 

they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 

know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did 

he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have 

told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled 

him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We 

know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 

where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 

eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 

one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began 

has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If 

this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, 

“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 

drove him out. 

  35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is 

he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You 

have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I 

believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for 

judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 

become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to 

him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were 
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blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 

remains.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON  “The Five Love Languages”  Pr. Scott R. Lee 

 

^HYMN 
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^NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling) 
 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who 

testify to your deeds of power (like Jonathan Edwards, whom we 

commemorate today). Raise up voices in your church that are often 

silenced or overlooked due to age, gender expression, race, or economic 

status. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that 

dwell in it and beneath it. Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to 

lands suffering drought. Protect hills and shorelines from damage caused 

by erosion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who 

seek goodness, righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the 

efforts of those who would seek to cause violence or terror. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly 

to all who seek prayer this day (especially). Accomplish healing through 

the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who 

tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each person 

who enters, no matter their physical capacity, cognitive ability, or sensory 

need. Help us to be creative and brave in making our facilities and our 

ministries accessible to all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to 

new life with you. We give thanks for your saints (especially). Join us 

together with them as your children in this world and the next. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 
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According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as 

we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

^PEACE 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share the peace. 

 

OFFERING 
 

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, 

through your personal giving. Many people give electronically and we 

thank all growing disciples in advance for their supportive giving. 

 

CHOIR 

 

^OFFERTORY HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. Prepare 

us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, 

that all people may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

+HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

 

^GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Let us pray using the words as our Lord taught us: 

 

^LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive 

it. 

C:  Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine 

(large chalice) or grape juice (small chalice).  Sign a communion card 

from the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  Pre-communion 

children may share from the communion tray. (Gluten free crackers 

available upon request.) 

 

^MUSIC VOLUNTARY 

 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, which 

sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved us 

in this feast, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

P: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, 

speaking, spoken, and inspiring, ☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in 

love and in peace.  
 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

^HYMN 
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^DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License#SASO22375.  Hymns reprinted with All Rights Reserved by CCL1 License 
#139617 and One License #729686-A 
 

 
 

 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PA STATEWIDE 

COVID-19 GUIDELINES. ALL WORSHIP 

SERVICES AND CHURCH EVENTS ARE 

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

 
With this month’s newsletter you will find the Lenten coin 

card folder and envelope.  Please be faithful in your giving.   

The Lenten coin card folder may be returned anytime during 

Lent. Your generosity and faithful giving is truly appreciated.  

 

 

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, 

commits to celebrating the love of God with 

ALL people as we are all made in God’s image. Whatever your abilities, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith 

tradition or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present – you 

are welcome to share in God’s love and our community. 
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DATE Event TIME 

Apr. 5th Palm Sunday Worship ~ 11:00 AM 

Apr 9th Maundy Thursday Worship ~ 7:00 PM 

Apr 10th Good Friday 

St. Matthew’s, Woodlyn 

Prospect Hill Baptist Church  

 

12:00 PM 

Worship ~ 7:00 PM 

Apr 11th Easter Egg Hunt 11:00 AM 

Apr. 12th Easter Sunday Breakfast ~ 9:00 - 10:30 AM 

Worship ~ 11:00 AM 
 

Come help Immanuel get ready for Palm Sunday and Easter on Church 

Clean-Up Day, Sat. April 4th at 10:00am.  Bring buckets and rags if you 

have them, cleaning solutions will be provided.  Let’s wash the remnants 

of a brutal winter away together and make way for a joyous Easter 

Celebration!! 
  

 

 Every Easter flowers brighten the altar, contributing to 

our Easter celebration. This year we are doing something 

different, Tulips and Daffodils! The flowers are $6.00 

per plant. If you would like to place an order, please 

complete the holiday flower envelope found in the pews, 

enclose your money, and place in the offering plate 

Sunday, March 8th through Sunday March 29th 
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American Red Cross Blood Donation Drive has been scheduled for 

Monday, April 27, 2020 from 2:00PM – 7:00 PM. The 

event will be held in the Social Room.  It’s not too early to 

mark your calendar and get your appointment. Please 

register online at: redcrossblood.org. Sponsor Code: 

Immanuel Lutheran or call them at 1-800-733-2767. If you 

need help please see Colleen Kelly. It takes about an hour from beginning 

to end and it is so important. Sign yourself up and encouraged friends, 

family, neighbors, and coworkers to do the same.  

 

Immanuel is pleased to announce a new 

electronic giving option. You can now 

download the GivePlus+ app to your phone 

(use the app store – Android or Iphone) and use your credit card to make 

your donation to Immanuel OR you can link the app to your bank account 

for transfers from your account to the church. If you have questions, see 

Joyce Morrison or Jeanne Warner.  

  

Acme/Giant and ShopRite Gift Cards!  They are used like 

cash at any of the area stores. There is no extra charge for the 

certificates. Our church receives 5% of the value of the 

coupons that you use.  Help us help our church! 

See Alex Narcavage for details. 

 

Shop online with Amazon. Enter through Amazon Smile 

and select Immanuel Lutheran Church Norwood as your 

charity and half of 1% will go to Immanuel. Thanks for 

supporting Immanuel. 

 


