
 
 
 

 
 
 

November 30, 2025 

 
IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Norwood, PA ~ Phone: 610.586.5860 

www.immanuelnorwood.org 

 

The People of Immanuel are Ministers of the Church 

The Rev Scott R. Lee, Pastor 

Kathleen Schneider, Director of Music 
 

 

 

 

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/


P a g e  | 2 

PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 

 

^MISSION STATEMENT: 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, 

whose salvation is sure. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace 

and security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, 

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient 

while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, 

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust 

in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we 

may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen. 

 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own 

righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, 

and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen. 
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^GATHERING HYMN 
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

^KYRIE 

 

 

 

^HYMN OF PRAISE (Verses 1&2) 
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P:  The Lord be with you 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray 

 

^PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem 

us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING        Isaiah 2:1-5 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day 

when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will 

make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk 

in the light of that Lord now!” 

 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as 

the highest of the mountains  and shall be raised above the hills; all the 

nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let 

us go up to the mountain of the LORD,  to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways  and that we may walk in his paths.” For out 

of Zion shall go forth instruction  and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for 

many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares  and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

 neither shall they learn war anymore.5 O house of Jacob,  come, let us 

walk in the light of the LORD! 
 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (vs. 1) 

 

 
 

PSALM            Psalm 122 

 

 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
2 Now our feet are standing within your gates,   O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity   with itself; 
4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of 

Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.  
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 
8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your 

prosperity. 
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good.”  
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SECOND READING      Romans 13:11-14 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our 

lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future. 

 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then 

throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us 

walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit 

sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires. 
 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 

 

^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Praise, praise, praise the Lord! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

 

^HOLY GOSPEL 

 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 24th Chapter 

C:  Glory to you O Lord 

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will 

bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he 

urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the 

Son of Man will come unannounced. 
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[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the 

days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in 

the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be 

taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you 

do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if 

the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 

coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor. Scott Lee 
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^HYMN  

IT ONLY TAKES A SPARK 

By: Kurt Kaiser 

 

It only takes a spark…. to get a fire going,  

And soon all those around…. can warm up in its glowing.  

That’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it;  

You spread His love to everyone;  You want to pass it on. 

 

What a wondrous time is spring….when all the trees are budding,  

The birds begin to sing ... .the flowers start their blooming.  

That’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it;  

You want to sing, it’s fresh like spring;  You want to pass it on. 

 

I wish for you, my friend….this happiness that I’ve found. 

You can depend on Him…. it matters not where you’re bound.  

I’ll shout it from the mountain top;  I want my world to know;  

The Lord of love has come to me;  I want to pass it on. 

 

 

^NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.) 

Response:  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

^PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable. 
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OFFERING 
 

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, through 

your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates during this 

time. For those who don't feel comfortable passing the plates, we ask that 

you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the nave prior to 

the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as you exit into the 

Hospitality area. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing 

disciples in advance for their supportive giving. 

 

^OFFERTORY HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be 

for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 

 

+HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

^GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION In the night he was betrayed…… 

 

^LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The table is ready, come and eat. 

C: Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION (By Intinction) 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine 

(silver chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice).  Sign a communion card 

from the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

God our host, 

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 

share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of 

Jesus. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to 

share today and always. Amen. 

 

^HYMN 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

^DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God. 
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As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, commits to 

celebrating the love of God with ALL people as we 

are all made in God’s image. We are committed to racial equity in our 

congregation, community, and country. Whatever your abilities, gender 

identity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith tradition 

or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present – you are welcome 

to share in God’s love and our community. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We are very glad you are with us today! It is a 

privilege to have you share our worship service. Please 

take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located 

at the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. We 

would appreciate having a record of your communion 

with us today. Please sign a communion card from the 

pew rack  and place it in the offering plate. If you have 

any questions please ask any of the members, we’ll be happy to help. 

Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org or our Facebook page. Thanks 

for being with us! 

 

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity. 

We have 3 easy & virtual ways for people to donate to 

IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our 

Facebook page “links” which you can click and make a secure 

donation. And here is a QR code which you can scan with your 

smart phone. Thank You for your continued generous support! 

 
 

Christmas Poinsettias!  Please see one of the Altar Guild 

members following Sunday service by Sunday, December 7th.  

The cost per Poinsettia plant is $8.00 each. 
  

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups. 
 

SUNDAY Choir Practice 9:15 AM 

 Education Hour 10:00 AM 

WEDNESDAY Bible Study at St. Matthew 9:00 AM 

 Bible Study (Zoom) 7:00 PM 
 

 Lector Worship Assistant Greeters Acolytes 

Nov 30  K. McClellan B. Funk  

Dec 7  ML Horne-Onimus C. Kelly E.Enriquez 

Dec 14  K. McClellan J. Morrison  
 

 

October Income - $9,035 

October Expenses - $9,644 

 

 

Acme/ShopRite Gift Cards!  They are used like cash at any of the area 

stores. There is no extra charge for the certificates. Our church receives 

5% of the value of the coupons that you use.  Help us help 

our church! See Mary Lyn Horne-Onimus for details. 

 

Heating Oil Season is Here!  

Our mascot for our Heating Oil campaign, Scout is asking 

that our members do their best to  contribute monthly a little 

extra using the OIL envelopes  you’ll find at the 

BRIGHT YELLOW Heating Oil campaign poster board 

located in the Hospitality area. 

 

Our Christmas Cantata this year will be on Sunday, 

December 21st at the 11:00 AM service. Practice begins at 

9:15AM every Sunday, up to and including December 21st.  
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RAISERIGHT/SCRIPT GIFT CARDS ~ Immanuel is selling gift cards 

for just about every store you may want.  

Immanuel will get a percentage back from 

sales. Forms are available on the table in the 

hospitality area. Fill out form, make your check payable to Immanuel 

Lutheran Church and hand in to Jeanne Warner or the office. The last date 

that orders will be sent in for purchase will be Dec 7 Please allow 2 

weeks to receive the gift cards. Don’t see a store you need, you can go on-

line at www.raiseright.com and see if it is available and add to your list or 

ask Jeanne W. and she will check. 

 

Blue Christmas –The Blue Christmas, a Service 

of Hope for the Holidays, pays attention to the 

special needs of people who are "blue", sad or in 

pain at this holiday time. Local churches in the 

Ministerium are combining efforts to hold this 

service at December 21st , 2025, at 6:00 pm at St. Matthew Woodlyn This 

service blends elements of Christmas worship and the hope that Jesus can 

give to people who are in pain. This service is open to any individual or 

family that might find it helpful during the challenging holiday season.  

 

Fall is harvest time, a traditional time to share the generous 

gifts that God has given us. At Immanuel we have several 

opportunities to share. Our Little Free Pantry has active 

use. Let’s be sure we don’t run short of supplies. Please try 

to bring some nonperishable food products with you when 

you come to church; or use the link below to order directly 

from our approved items on our Amazon.com list. The 

Little Free Pantry shows Norwood that we care about our neighbors! 

Thanks. 

  Please consider using the below link to help supply our little 

pantry this holiday season.: 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/owner-view/1P5SBOQ5TNWF4 

http://www.raiseright.com/
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/owner-view/1P5SBOQ5TNWF4
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In the event of Severe Weather please call the church office 

at 610.586.5860 for a recorded announcement on the status 

of Sunday morning services.  Closing announcement will be 

made no later than 6:30 AM to ensure ample time to plan 

your morning. 

 

 
  

The Immanuel Lutheran Christmas Bazaar will take place Saturday, 

December 6 from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm. 

 

Holiday foods are available for purchase. 0ur homemade Christmas 

cookies will be pre-packaged in small quantities, but still available for you 

to select the type you like for purchase by the pound. Homemade baked 

goods and sweets are available too! Members make a variety of fresh 

soups in mason jars ready to eat (keep refrigerated until consumed.) 

Stromboli, ready to heat up, can be taken home. Lunch will be available 

for purchase while you visit. 

 

Handmade crafts and décor are available for your gift shopping. Check out 

our flea market tables for wonderful odds and ends, including some 

holiday décor. 

 

Santa will be present from 11:00– 12:00 for families to take their own 

photos. The stage will be decorated with a Christmas tree and a toy train. 

There will be a free craft table for children. 


