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PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 

 

^MISSION STATEMENT: 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors 

and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us 

with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing 

what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 
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^GATHERING HYMN 

 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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^KYRIE 

 

 

^HYMN OF PRAISE (Verses 1&2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  The Lord be with you 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray 
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^PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 

your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may 

be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

. 

First Reading:        Genesis 15:1-6 

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be 

his heir and that his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram 

trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous. 

1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do 

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 

great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 

continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a 

slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the Lord came 

to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue 

shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and 

the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm:          Psalm 33:12-22 

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! Happy the people chosen to 

be God’s heritage! 
13 The Lord looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind. 
14 God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the earth. 
15 God fashions | all their hearts and observes all their deeds. 
16 A king is not saved by the size | of the army, nor are warriors rescued by 
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their great strength. 
17 The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great strength it 

cannot save. 
18 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O Lord, upon those who 

wait for your steadfast love, 
19 to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in time of 

famine. 
20 Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord, our helper and our shield. 
21 Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our 

trust. 
22 Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, even as we place  our 

hope in you 

 

SECOND READING      Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact 

in every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face 

an unknown future and to receive the promise of God. 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we 

understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what 

is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

 

  8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where 

he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 

promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the 

city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith, 

with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though 

he was too old, because he considered him faithful who had 

promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 

descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
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  13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but 

from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 

strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way 

make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking 

of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to 

return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 

prepared a city for them. 

 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 

 

^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
Praise, praise, praise the Lord! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

Praise, praise, praise the Lord! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! Praise God’s Holy Name, alleluia! 

 

^HOLY GOSPEL 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke  the 12th Chapter 

C:  Glory to you O Lord 
 

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s 

reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity 

are always ready to receive from God and to give to others. 

 

[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. 

Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who 

are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that 

they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he 

comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 

eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of 

the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor. Scott Lee 
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^HYMN 
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^APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.*  

 On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.) 

 

God of grace,  hear our prayer. 

 

^PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable. 
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OFFERING 
 

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, through 

your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates during this 

time. For those who don't feel comfortable passing the plates, we ask that 

you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the nave prior to 

the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as you exit into the 

Hospitality area. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing 

disciples in advance for their supportive giving. 

 

^OFFERTORY HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 

and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of 

the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

+HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

^GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION In the night he was betrayed…… 

^LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: The table is ready, come and eat. 

C: Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION (By Intinction) 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine 

(silver chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice). 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of 

your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves 

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill 

your hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

^HYMN 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

^DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
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As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, commits to 

celebrating the love of God with ALL people as we 

are all made in God’s image. We are committed to racial equity in our 

congregation, community, and country. Whatever your abilities, gender 

identity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith tradition 

or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present – you are welcome 

to share in God’s love and our community. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We are very glad you are with us today! It is a 

privilege to have you share our worship service. Please 

take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located 

at the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. We 

would appreciate having a record of your communion 

with us today. Please sign a communion card from the 

pew rack  and place it in the offering plate. If you have 

any questions please ask any of the members, we’ll be happy to help. 

Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org or our Facebook page. Thanks 

for being with us! 

 

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity. 

We have three easy and virtual ways for people to donate to 

IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our 

Facebook page “links” which you can click and make a secure 

donation. Here is a QR code which you can scan with your 

smart phone. Thank You for your continued generous support! 

 

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups. 
 

SUNDAY Worship . 11:00 AM 

 Outreach Meeting 12:00PM 
 

 

 Lector Worship 

Assistant 

Acolyte Greeters 

Aug 10 V. Slotterback K. McLellan  J. Morrison 

Aug 17  M.Horne-Onimus  K. McLellan 

Aug 24  D. Watts  J. Crane 

Aug 31  K. McLellan  B. Funke 

 

 

June Income - $10,0551 

June Expenses $11,141 

 

 

Acme/ShopRite Gift Cards!  They are used like cash at any 

of the area stores. There is no extra charge for the certificates. 

Our church receives 5% of the coupons. Help us help our church! See 

Mary Lyn Horne-Onimus for details. 

 

 

 Heating Oil Season is over! However, the fall will be here  

soon enough! Our mascot for our Heating Oil campaign, Lu  

the Firefly is asking that our members do their best to  

contribute monthly a little extra using the OIL envelopes  

you’ll find at the BRIGHT YELLOW Heating Oil  

campaign poster board located in the Hospitality area. 
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The Outreach Committee is asking for your help 

We are planning to put together 100 Hygiene kits to give out at the end 

of the Vacation Bible school and need you to help provide the supplies to 

be included.  The plan is to have everything by August 13th. 

We are the following items ONLY at this time: 

 Travel size tissue packs 

Travel size Deodorant 

Soap (travel size bar) 

 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/24BGKY941ANWK 

 

Thank you for your support with this project. If you have any questions 

please see Colleen Kelly or any member of the Outreach committee.  

  

 

 

Summer Reading 

Looking for a good book to read on your long summer days at 

the beach? Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study will be reading 

The Cabin at the End of the Train by Michael V. Ivanov. It’s 

a story about Pursuing Dreams. We will be discussing this book 

when Bible Study resumes in September. Let us know what you 

think of the book. Happy reading! 

 

 

  

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/24BGKY941ANWK
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SPONSORSHP 

You may sponsor a child in VBS for a contribution of $10 per child. If you 

wish to do so, please mark your envelope “FOR VBS” and place it in the 

offering plate or give directly to Jeanne Warner. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

SCOUT’S ON A MISSION!!! 

The mission effort for the Vacation Bible School is collect 

pet food for local shelters. In order to maximize their 

efforts, the entire month of August you may help their 

efforts by making donations of any unopened nonperishable 

pet food until August 31st.  Please see Jeanne Warner with 

questions or concerns. Thank you for helping! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, September 7, we’re planning fun 

(and food) for everyone! From 10:00 – 10:45 

am adults will join the children – getting to 

know each other as we participate in 

activities together. 11:00 am – informal 

worship NOON  Our annual picnic on the 

church lawn MORE DETAILS to come! 

 

Boscov’s shopping event! 25% off lowest 

sale price on Wednesday October 22, 2025 

shopping hours 8AM – 11PM in store AND 

online.  Immanuel receives $5.00 for each 

pass used!  Please contact Mary Lyn at 

(610)888-2579 for details. 

 

 


