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PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.)
"MISSION STATEMENT:
C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live
Christ’s example through worship, education, and service.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who 1s, and who 1s to come. You lead us beside
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle
rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local
waters may be named).

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making
us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and

praise, now and forever. Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.



GATHERING HYMN

That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Lord, have mer - cy; have mer - cy, O Lord.
"HYMN OF PRAISE (Verses 1&2)
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P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray

"PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in
you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 2:14a, 22-32

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches
the gospel to the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently
went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by
God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that
Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: #* “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders,
and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves

know 2* this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. >* But God raised him up, having released him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its
power. * For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before
me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; ° therefore my
heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in
hope. ?’ For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One
experience corruption. *® You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David
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that he both died and was buried, and his tomb 1s with us to this

day.’" Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to
him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne.*! Foreseeing
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 3 “This
Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God

Psalm Psalm 16

' Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the Lord,
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

> All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are
noble among the people.

3 But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
*I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their
names upon my lips.

>0 Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.

® My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich
inheritance.

’T will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night
after night.

T have set the Lord always before me; because God is at my right
hand, I shall not be shaken.

? My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall
rest in hope.

0For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see
the pit.

'Y ou will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of
joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
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SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships
and suffering because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing
God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid
difficult circumstances and surroundings.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead * and into an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, °> who are
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. ° In this you rejoice, even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, ’ so that the genuineness of
your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Although you have not seen him, you love him,
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, ° for you are receiving the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God

"GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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"HOLY GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John , the 20" Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is
missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord.

1 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. ?! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. >* If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. ?°> So the other disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 1n his side, I
will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” #° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are
not written in this book. 3! But these are written so that you may continue
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.



P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON Deacon Mary Lyn Horne-Onimus
AHYMN
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"APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.)
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

"PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable.
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OFFERING

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, through
your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates during this
time. For those who do not feel comfortable passing the plates, we ask that
you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the nave prior to
the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as you exit into the
Hospitality area. Many people give electronically, and we thank all growing
disciples in advance for their supportive giving.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

A"LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

"BENEDICTION/BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon
you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give
you peace Amen.
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"DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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ERSIEC R SSON AS A San

ReconcilingWorks Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, commits
R to celebrating the love of God with ALL people as
we are all made in God’s image. We are committed to racial equity in our
congregation, community, and country. Whatever your abilities, gender
identity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith tradition
or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present — you are welcome
to share in God’s love and our community

v As a Reconciling in Christ congregation,

Welcome Visitors! We are extremely glad you are with us today! It is a
privilege to have you share our worship service. Please
take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located at
the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. If you

W&DW have any questions, please ask any of the members, we will

b b @ﬁm%ﬂ be happy to help. Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org
or our Facebook page.

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity.
We have three easy & virtual ways for people to donate to
IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our
Facebook page “links” which you can click and make a secure
donation. And here is a QR code which you can scan with your
smart phone. Thank You for your continued generous support!

We have a monthly Healing Service September through
May. The service is the third Saturday of each month
(May 17, 2025) and 1s a laying on-of-hands healing service.

“

)

'\ It 1s from 1pm-2pm. The actual service itself will take

SERVICE OF about 30 minutes followed with some quiet time if people
HEALING want to stay and pray.


http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK
Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups.

SUNDAY Education Hour 10:00 AM

Worship 11:00AM

Outreach Meeting 12:00 PM

WEDNESDAY Bible Study at St. Matt’s 9:00AM

Bible Study (Zoom) 7:00 PM

Date Lector Worship Assistant | Greeters Acolytes
Apr 12 K. McClellan J. Morrison
Apr 19 | V.Slotterback | M. Horne-Onimus | K.McClellan | E.Enriquez

Apr 26 J. Kintsche J. Crane
May 3 |D. McClellan | M. Horne-Onimus | C. Kelly

March Income - $11,084
March Expenses - $13,201

Thank You to everyone that organized, collected, cleaned
and help make our Lent and Easter season work this year!
Your efforts are truly appreciated!

Acme/ShopRite Gift Cards! They are used like
cash at any of the area stores. There is no extra charge for the A CME
certificates. Our church receives 5% of the coupons. Help
us help our church! See Mary Lyn Horne-Onimus for details.

Half Century Fellowship Lunch Group ~ Pack a lunch and ™
join us Thursday, April 16th™ at noon downstairs at church for [ 4y
good company, conversation and fellowship. |

A
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Virtual Bible Study.

."' Bible study is held from 7:00 — 8:00 pm on
Wednesday nights. All you need is your Bible,
and we will provide the discussion questions

‘Virtual Bible Study

Join us via Zoom conference call @

/ when we connect. Sessions are led by Karl

on your computer or phone
\' McClellan and Fred Warner. Please join us if

you can, by computer or by audio on your phone. The zoom link is on our
website, phone connection by +1 646 931 3860 or +1 929 205 6099.
Meeting [D:897 7827 9740 Passcode: 952485.

AC for Sanctuary Repair Approved and HVAC Project Starts!
Council has approved an HVAC Project to upgrade the
church’s AC and begin investigating the replacement of
our boilers. Work will begin after Easter. We’ll be
funding this effort with some of our investment funds
and a loan from ELCA’s Mission Investment Fund.
Check out the display in the Hospitality area to see how
you can help. See Karl McClellan or Fred Warner for
more details. Thank you for your support!

Cars, Coffee and Christ Event #1 for 2026: April 251!

This Outreach event is a team effort with Immanuel, Norwood and St
Matthew, Woodlyn. Our gathering for Cars, Coffee & Christ gives us a
chance for fellowship, sharing stories, raising prayer concerns, enjoying
snacks and giving back to the community. Our first event for 2026 will be
Saturday, April 25™ (weather permitting) in St Matthew’s parking lot,
from 8:30 to 10:30 am. Please check our web sites and bulletins for
updates. We will have the feature where children can sit in Karl’s car and
get a picture. We hope you might come out and join us! See Karl
McClellan (krmcfamily(@aol.com) with any suggestions/questions you
may have.
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