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PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 

 

^MISSION STATEMENT: 

 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures 

forever. Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 

heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to 

you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in 

your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 

 
 



P a g e  | 4 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

^KYRIE 

 
 

^HYMN OF PRAISE (Verses 1&2) 
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P:  The Lord be with you 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray 

 

^PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the 

rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of 

your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING         Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many 

descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will 

come soon and will never end. 

 
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord. 

Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which 

you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, 

for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him 

many. 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste 

places and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden 

of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the 

voice of song. 
4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching 

will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5 I will bring 

near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will 

rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for the 

heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, 

and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be 

forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
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Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 

Psalm           Psalm 138 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I 

will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified 

your name and your word above all things. 
3 When I called, you answered me;  you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have 

heard the words of your mouth. 
5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 
6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty 

from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch 

forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save 

me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast 

love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 

SECOND READING      Romans 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, 

God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time 

in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s 

grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms 

of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s 

mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 

this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may 

discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 

of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober 
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judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the 

members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, 

in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Word of God, word of life: Thanks be to God 

 

^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 
 

^HOLY GOSPEL 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th  Chapter 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is 

“the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the 

promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 

 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
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am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 

God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in 

heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Messiah. 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor Lee 
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^HYMN 
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^APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.) 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

^PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable. 
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OFFERING 

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, through 

your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates during this 

time. For those who do not feel comfortable passing the plates, we ask that 

you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the nave prior to 

the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as you exit into the 

Hospitality area. Many people give electronically, and we thank all growing 

disciples in advance for their supportive giving. 

 

^OFFERTORY HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste 

your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 

+HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

^GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION In the night he was betrayed…… 

 

^LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

(first verse only) 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The table is ready, come and eat.  

C: Amen 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION (By Intinction) 

 

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine 

(silver chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice).  Sign a communion card 

from the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. Amen. 
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^HYMN 
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^DISMISSAL 

 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Norwood, commits 

to celebrating the love of God with ALL people 

as we are all made in God’s image. We are committed to racial equity in 

our congregation, community, and country. Whatever your abilities, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith 

tradition or economic circumstance; whatever your past or present – you 

are welcome to share in God’s love and our community. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We are extremely glad you are with us today! It is a 

privilege to have you share our worship service. Please 

take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located at 

the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. If you 

have any questions, please ask any of the members, we will 

be happy to help. Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org 

or our Facebook page.  

 

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity. 

We have three easy & virtual ways for people to donate to 

IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our Facebook 

page “links” which you can click and make a secure donation. 

And here is a QR code which you can scan with your smart 

phone. Thank You for your continued generous support! 

  

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups. 

SUNDAY Worship 11:00AM 
 

Date Lector Worship Assistant Greeters Acolytes 

Aug 23  K. McClellan J. Crane  

Aug 30  M. Horne-Onimus J. Funke  

Sep 6 D. McClellan K. McClellan C. Kelly  

 

July  Income -  $ 7,501 

 July Expenses - $ 9,657 

 

 (a social service of our local SEPA Synod) assists 

families (referred by Children and Youth Services) in providing 

adequate care for their children. They also facilitate the reunification of 

families when children return from foster care. The Outreach Committee 

has provided a bin in the hospitality area for donations to their work. 

Donations of new or very gently used baby and children’s clothing and 

baby supplies (but not diapers, they have a source for that) would be 

gratefully accepted. 

 

Breakfast Service!  
Sunday August 30th there will be a breakfast service held in 

the Social Room beginning at 11:00 AM. During the service, 

fruit and pastries will be served. Hope to see you there! 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks! 

Students are encouraged to bring their backpacks to church 

TODAY- August 23rd. Pastor will bless the backpacks during 

service promoting a healthy, strong, and prosperous school 

year. 
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AC for Sanctuary is Complete & HVAC Phase #2 has Started! 

Our HVAC Project phase #1 to upgrade the AC was 

completed May 16th! Phase #2 to investigate the replacement 

of our boilers has started. We used some of our investment 

funds and took a loan for $10,000. from ELCA’s Mission 

Investment Fund to pay for Phase #1. We now have a loan payment of 

$122/month. Please see the display in the Hospitality area for more 

information and how you can help. See Karl McClellan or Fred Warner 

for even more details. Thank you for support! 

SUMMER READING 

Are you looking for a summer reading book?  Sunday morning 

Bible Study group is recommending The Blessing Effect: A 

Single Act of Kindness Can Rewrite the Future by Robert K. 

Pozil.. Please join us in September when we will discuss the 

book.  Have a great summer! For more info see Jeanne Warner. 

 

THANK YOU!  

This year’s VBS was held Aug 10-14th.  Our theme was 

Snowball Mountain Challenge.  The children  enjoyed an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they 

found their strength in God. They challenged themselves 

and discovered how with God, they can do all things. Activities included 

story time, physical challenges, music, snacks and crafts.  Ollie, along 

with our assistant director, Karl led off our days.  This summer, 

approximately 16 children attended.  Food was collected for our pantry 

and fun was had by all!  Thanks again to all who made this possible. 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0998168785/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0998168785/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1
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September 13 

Rain or Shine 

After worship, in the basement hospitality area. 

All welcome…Church will provide fried chicken  

sign up to bring a side dish or dessert 

Sign up today –  

 


