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TRADITION THREE 
“Our membership ought to include all who suffer alcoholism. 
Hence we may refuse none who wish to recover. Nor ought 
A.A. membership ever depend upon money or conformity. 
Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety 
may call themselves an A.A. group, provided that, as a 
group, they have no other affiliation.” 
This is a sweeping statement indeed; it takes in a lot of terri-
tory. Some people might think it too idealistic to be practical. 
It tells every alcoholic in the world that he may become, and 
remain, a member of Alcoholics Anonymous so long as he 
says so. In short, Alcoholics Anonymous has no membership 
rule. 
Why is this so? Our answer is simple and practical. Even in 
self protection, we do not wish to erect the slightest barrier 
between ourselves and the brother alcoholic who still suffers. 
We know that society has been demanding that he conform 
to its laws and conventions. But the essence of his alcoholic 
malady is the fact that he has been unable or unwilling to 
conform either to the laws of man or God. If he is anything, 
the sick alcoholic is a rebellious nonconformist. How well we 
understand that; every member of Alcoholics Anonymous 
was once a rebel himself. Hence we cannot offer to meet him 
at any half-way mark. We must enter the dark cave where he 
is and show him that we understand. We realize that he is 
altogether too weak and confused to jump hurdles. If we 

raise obstacles, he might stay away and perish. He might be 
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STEP 3: 

“Made a decision to turn our 

will and our lives over to 

the care of God, as we under-

stood Him.” 

 

.TRADITION 3: 

“The only requirement for A.A. 

membership is a desire to stop 

drinking.” 

 

CONCEPT 3: 

“To insure effective leadership, 

we should endow each element 

of A.A.—the Conference, the 

General Service Board and its 

service corporations, staffs, 

committees, and executives—

with a traditional “Right of Deci-

sion.”   

denied this priceless opportunity.   
So when he asks, “Are there any conditions?” We joyfully reply, “No, not a one.” When skeptically 
he comes back saying, “But certainly there must be things that I have to do and believe,” we 
quickly answer, “In Alcoholics Anonymous there are no musts.”Cynically, perhaps, he then in-
quires, “What is this all going to cost me?” We are able to laugh and say, “Nothing at all, there are 
no fees and dues.” Thus, in a brief hour, is our friend disarmed of his suspicion and rebellion. His 
eyes begin to open on a new world of friendship and understanding. Bankrupt idealist that he has 
been, his ideal is no longer a dream. After years of lonely search it now stands revealed. The re-
ality of Alcoholics Anonymous bursts upon him. For Alcoholics Anonymous is saying, “We have 
something priceless to give, if only you will receive.” That is all. But to our new friend, it is every-
thing. Without more ado, he becomes one of us.  

 (continued on page 3) 
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NEWS FROM GENERAL SERVICE 

General Service Conference Delegates 

Intergroup and Central Offices 

International General Services Offices 

Date: February 15, 2023 

Warm greetings – we hope that this letter finds you well. We are writing today to inform you 

of an upcoming price increase affecting our English, Spanish, and French books, booklets, 

and pamphlets. The new prices will go into effect on April 3, 2023, and generally reflect a 

20% increase on books and a 30% increase on pamphlets (with rounding and some minor 

adjustments). 

Some of you have indicated that you anticipated the need for an increase. For historical ref-

erence, the last price increases were made in 2014 (18.75%) and 2009 (33.3%). The deci-

sion to raise prices in 2023 resulted from prudent fiscal planning with the goal of longer-

range stability. Alcoholics Anonymous is not immune from the changes that are impacting all 

businesses, and one of the greatest to us has been a notable drop in the margins associat-

ed with the sale of our literature. To be specific, prior to the SARS-CoV2 pandemic, the 

costs associated with the production, material, warehousing, and shipping of literature, col-

lectively known as the cost of goods sold, hovered between 31-34% of sales. These same 

costs have fluctuated from 42-56% of sales in the last two years, resulting in a revenue loss 

that is greater than $1.2 million each year. We do not expect this change in the cost of 

goods sold to resolve in our favor, and the impact is great when considering that the Gen-

eral Service Office is supported through both voluntary contributions and this revenue asso-

ciated with the sale of literature. We continue to monitor and trim expenses where possible, 

being mindful of the immense significance of each ‘nickel in the basket’ sent to the General 

Service Board. 

Because we appreciate that there may be high demand in ordering leading up to the in-

crease, we will be taking steps to ensure that purchasing not be monopolized by large buy-

ers during the transition. We will maintain the reduced shipping charges schedule that was 

adopted in 2022 and the mixed-title quantity discount schedule that was adopted at the 

close of 2022. The new pricelist, which can be found here (wich can be seen at the Indian 

River Central Office) will be reflected on the online store as the increase goes into effect. 

We anticipate issuing a revised and updated literature catalog in digital and print versions in 

the coming months. 

With gratitude as we await spring, 

 
Deborah K.,                                          Bob W,                                                      

AAWS Board Chair                              General Manager of the General Service Office 

https://aaworldservicesinc.cmail20.com/t/y-l-nuitjjy-iuljtkdytk-r/
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WE ARE NOT A GLUM LOT 

Big Book page 132 

(continued from page 1) 

Our membership tradition does contain, however, one vitally important qualification. That qualifica-
tion relates to the use of our name, Alcoholics Anonymous. We believe that any two or three alco-
holics gathered together for sobriety may call themselves an A.A. group provided that, as a group, 
they have no other affiliation. Here our purpose is clear and unequivocal. For obvious reasons we 
wish the name Alcoholics Anonymous to be used only in connection with straight A.A. activities. 
One can think of no A.A. member who would like, for example, to see the formation of "dry" A.A. 
groups, "wet" A.A. groups, Republican A.A. groups, Communist A.A. groups. Few, if any, would 
wish our groups to be designated by religious denominations. We cannot lend the A.A. name, 
even indirectly to other activities, however worthy. If we do so we shall become hopelessly com-
promised and divided. We think that A.A. should offer its experience to the whole world for whatev-
er use can be made of it. But not its name. Nothing could be more certain. 
 
Let us of A.A. therefore resolve that we shall always be inclusive, and never exclusive, offering all 
we have to all men save our title. May all barriers be thus leveled, may our unity thus be pre-
served. And may God grant us a long life –and a useful one! 
 

Bill W. 
 

The A.A. Grapevine, February, 1948                                           

 

© AA Grapevine (reprinted with permission) 

 

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL OFFICE MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
2nd Monday of each month – 7:00 PM 

Newport Club—2536 16th Avenue 
Main Room 

Vero Beach, FL  32960 
STOP IN AND SEE WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT 
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SPOTLIGHT 
This month we’re spotlighting one of 

the earlier A.A. groups meetings in 

Sebastian, the 5:32 group which has 

been meeting straight through today 

since 1988. (including the Covid 

years ) 
 

Brian and Jill (no last initials known) are credited with be-

ing the founders of the group. That information came by 

way of Arizona, where a former Sebastian resident , An-

na,  lives today, She was one of the early members of the 

group and remembers Brian and Jill.  
 

The group has been meeting in the same locaton, the 

Roseland United Methodist Church at 12962 Roseland Rd. 

When Covid struck in 2020, the group continued  meeting 

until June of that year when the church closed the building.  The group then started meeting outside 

in the little park next to where the Roseland Sebastian Speaker meeting meets Friday evenings.  

This worked well for the group as they continued the literature meeting on Mondays and the Big 

Book meeting on Wednesday.  When the weather started turning chilly and darkness set in early af-

ter the time change, they contacted the church and they were allowed back in, but instead of the li-

brary where the group used to meet, they were given the sanctuary, allowing for the requisite 6 to 8 

feet distance between attendees, 
 

Today the group is going strong with no signs of slowing up.  Members of the 5:32 group have been 

active in the Central Office for many years and they have always been assets to our Indian River 

A.A. family.   Thanks to Barbara L. for hunting down the information 

Make plans to attend the 2025 

A.A. International Convention 

scheduled in Vancouver, Brit-

ish Columbia, Canada 

 

 

 

 

66th FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION 

Thursday August 10-  Sunday August 13 

Saddlebrook Resort 

Wesley chapel, FL    33543/8    

www.FloridaStateConvention.com 

44TH ANNUAL 

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL OFFICE 

BIRTHDAY DINNER 

SATURDAY March 25, 2023 

AT THE 

1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

520 ROYAL PALM DRIVE 

VERO BEACH FL 32960 

 

DOORS OPEN 5:30PM 

TICKETS ARE $20.00 

AVAILABLE AT THE 

 

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL OFFICE . 

1600 26TH STREET SUITE 6 

VERRO BEACH, FL 32960 
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LUNCH BUNCH GRP 
Rex P.  40 yrs  

 
O.D.A.A.T. GRP 
Feb 2023 

Derek K. 
March 

Colleen B.  33 yrs 
Peter G,   29 yrs 

Carl C.  19 yrs 
Patti R. 18 yrs 

Donna A.  14 yrs 
Marlene F.  13 yrs 

 
FREE AND EASY GRP 

Bob B.  14 yrs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

INDIAN RIVER MEN GRP 
Feb 2023 (correction) 

DJ  22 yrs 
Michael D.,  19 yrs. 

March 
Tom P.  37 yrs. 
David D. 28 yrs 

Bobby Z. 141 yrs 
Myron  14 yrs 

 
INDIAN RIVER THU GRP 

Beth W. 34 yrs 
Cheryl Z.  20 yrs 
Christina S.  1 yr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VERO BEACH MEN GRP 
Memory of George M. 

Bill W.  55 yrs 
Phil M. 43 yrs 
Bob G.  27 yrs 
Joe M.  16 yrs 
Dave K.  5 yrs 
Dcott C. 3 yrs 
Sean V.  3 yrs. 
Kevin M.  1 yr. 
Cotton G. 1 yr 
Bryant G. 1 yr 
Jacob B.  1 yr 
Brent M 1 Yr 

Michael S.  1 yr. 

NEW DAY GRP 
Manny B.  45 yrs 
Eddie R.  28 yrs 
Patti R.  24 yrs 
Judy D.  3 yrs 
Lynne B.  1 yr 
Renee N.  1 yr 
John M.  1 yr 

 
5:32 GRP 

Diane K.  29 yrs 
Eddie R. 28 yrs 
Jeff G.  19 yrs 

 
BAREFOOT BAY GRP 

February  
Bertelle 26  yrs 

March 
Frank   39 yrs 

PLEASE EMAIL BIRTHDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS TO “AAIRHOW@YAHOO.COM”  

NO LATER THEN THE SUNDAY BEFORE FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH 

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL OFFICE MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
2nd Monday of each month – 7:00 PM 

Newport Club—2536 16th Avenue 
Main Room 

Vero Beach, FL  32960 
STOP IN AND SEE WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT 

           44 yrs 

Indian River  Central Office 

1979—2023 

44TH ANNUAL 

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL OFFICE BIRTHDAY DINNER 

SATURDAY March 25, 2023 

AT THE 

1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—520 ROYAL PALM DRIVE—VERO BEACH FL 32960 

DOORS OPEN 5:30PM 

TICKETS ARE $20.00 

AVAILABLE AT THE 

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL OFFICE —600 26TH STREET SUITE 6—VERO BEACH, FL 32960 
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The meetings listed above are all local with a national and sometimes international flavor.  

Over the last 2 or more years we have seen AAS from many of the lower 48 states, as well as 

Alaska and Hawaii.  We have seen AAs from Canada, Ireland, Great Britain, Belgium, Spain, 

Australia, South Africa and more.  We have seen A.A’s  in hospitals, nursing homes or ill at 

home.  We have seen people for their very first meeting. Several today  are attending in per-

son meetings  with 2 or more years of continuous sobr.ety.  A.A. is available to all who need 

us, whether they find us  in person, by phone or by virtual meeting.  With the Pandemic  not 

yet gone but mostly behind us, we have learned that A.A. is resilient, that somehow, some-

way, we find ways to stay sober and be here for the still suffering alcoholic as we  continue 

trudging the roads to happy destiny  


