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Why Do We Need a Conference?  
The late Bernard B. Smith, nonalcoholic, then chairperson of 
the board of trustees, and one of the architects of the Con-
ference structure, answered that question superbly in his 
opening talk at the 1954 meeting:  
 

“We may not need a General Service Conference to ensure 
our own recovery. We do need it to ensure the recovery of 
the alcoholic who still stumbles in the darkness one short 
block from this room. We need it to ensure the recovery of a 
child being born tonight, destined for alcoholism. We need it 
to provide, in keeping with our Twelfth Step, a permanent 
haven for all alcoholics who, in the ages ahead, can find in 
A.A. that rebirth that brought us back to life. “We need it be-
cause we, more than all others, are conscious of the devas-
tating effect of the human urge for power and prestige which 
we must ensure can never invade A.A. We need it to ensure 
A.A. against government, while insulating it against anarchy; 
we need it to protect A.A. against disintegration while pre-
venting overintegration. We need it so that Alcoholics Anon-
ymous, and Alcoholics Anonymous alone, is the ultimate re-
pository of its Twelve Steps, its Twelve Traditions, and all of 
its services. “We need it to ensure that changes within A.A. 
come only as a response to the needs and the wants of all 
A.A., and not of any few. We need it to ensure that the doors 
of the halls of A.A. never have locks on them, so that all peo-
ple for all time who have an alcoholic problem may enter 
these halls unasked and feel welcome. We need it to ensure 
that Alcoholics Anonymous never asks of anyone who needs 
us what his or her race is, what his or her creed is, what his 
or her social position is.”  
 

The A.A. Service Manual/Twelve Concepts for World Service,  

April 10, 2023 
Volume 43, Issue 4 

aairhow@yahoo.com 

STEP 4: 

“Made a searching and fear-

less moral inventory of our-

selves “ 
 

.TRADITION 4: 

"With respect to its own af-
fairs, each A.A. group should 
be responsible to no other au-
thority than its own con-
science. But when its plans 
concern the welfare of neigh-
boring groups also, those 
groups ought to be consulted 
And no group, regional com-
mittee, or individual should 
ever take any action that 
might greatly affect A.A. as a 
whole without conferring with 
the trustees of The Alcoholic 
Foundation. On such issues 
our common welfare is

 
  

CONCEPT 4: 

“Throughout our Conference 

structure, we ought to main-

tain at all responsible levels a 

traditional “Right of Participa-

tion,” taking care that each 

classification or group of our 

world servants shall be al-

lowed a voting representation 

in reasonable proportion to 

the responsibility that each 

“must discharge.   
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WE ARE NOT A GLUM LOT 
Big Book page 132 

A man and his wife were awoken at 3:00 am by a loud pounding on the door. 
The man gets up and goes to the door where a drunken stranger, standing in 
the pouring rain, is asking for a push. 
“Not a chance,” says the husband, “it is 3:00 in the morning!” 
He slams the door and returns to bed. 
“Who was that?” asked his wife.. 
“Just some drunk guy asking for a push,” he answers. 
“Did you help him?” she asks. 
“No, I did not, it is 3:00 in the morning and it is pouring rain out there!” 
“Well, you have a short memory,” says his wife. “Can’t you remember about 
three months ago when we broke down, and those two guys helped us? I think 
you should help him, and you should be ashamed of yourself!” 
The man does as he is told, gets dressed, and goes out into the pounding rain. 
He calls out into the dark, “Hello, are you still there?” 
“Yes,” comes back the answer. 
“Do you still need a push?” calls out the husband. 
“Yes, please!” comes the reply from the dark. 
“Where are you?” asks the husband. 
“Over here on the swing,” replied the drunk 

 

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL OFFICE MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
2nd Monday of each month – 7:00 PM 

Newport Club—2536 16th Avenue 
Main Room 

Vero Beach, FL  32960 
STOP IN AND SEE WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT 
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. 

 

 

 

Make plans to attend the 2025 

A.A. International Convention 

scheduled in Vancouver,  

British Columbia, Canada 

 

 

 

 

66th FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION 

Thursday august 10-  Sunday august 13 

Saddlebrook resort 

Wesley chapel, FL    33543/8    

Www.FloridaStateConvention.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

A  CENTRAL OFFICE  UNITY COMMITTEE EVENT 

CELEBRATING  88 YEARS OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

FOUNDERS DAY - JUNE 10, 2023   2 TO 4 PM 

NEWPORT CLUB 

2536 16
th 

AVE  VERO BEACH  FL 32960 

 

DISTRICT 6 

LITERATURE COMMITTEE WORKSHOP 

 
The last Sunday of every month at 6:00 on Zoom platform 

 

Meeting ID: 991-593-8471 Passcode: 615 

Exploring Traditions through our literature 

Apr 30: Autonomy -VS- Consultation 
May 28: The Magic of “ME TOO” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9915938471?pwd=NHlSNFB0OVUxNS9iK09GaWlacFpEZz09
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HISTORY OF THE A.A. GRAPEVINE 

 
The Grapevine was created by six AA 
members in the New York area — 
four women and two men. With the 
blessings of AA's co-founder Bill W., 
they published the first issue in June 
1944, just nine years after the 
founding of AA. A copy of that first 
issue was sent to every AA group — 
about 300 at the time — and to all 
known AA members in the armed 
services overseas. An entire page 
with the heading, "Mail Call for All 
AAs in the Armed Forces," was de-

voted to letters from these members, who began calling the Grapevine their "meeting in print." 
The title stuck, and today the Grapevine and La Viña carry it on their covers. 

At the heart of the early Grapevines, then as now, were first-person stories. There were also 
news and notes on current happenings at the Central Office, plus reports of the explosion of 
new groups in North America and around the world. In addition to AA news, there were book 
reviews and magazine reprints and pieces written by non AAs, including some well-known lit-
erary figures. Discussed were such burning topics of the day as the place of women in AA, re-
turning veterans, and cross-addiction. 

By the fourth issue, the magazine began printing this description of itself under the masthead: 

A monthly Journal devoted to those seeking further knowledge on the problem of alcoholism, 
in the hope that it may prove a unifying bond to all alcoholics everywhere. Individual opinions 
expressed here are not, necessarily, those of AA as a whole. 

The Grapevine was in fact appealing to "alcoholics everywhere" and in 1945, at the request of 
the groups, it became the national journal of Alcoholics Anonymous. Four years later, when the 
Grapevine's readership had expanded to include members in Canada and Europe, the designa-
tion was changed to the international journal of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Later issues of the Grapevine reported on important developments in the growth of the Fel-
lowship, worldwide, such as the birth of the General Service Structure, World Service Meetings, 
and the publication of the Third and Fourth editions of the Big Book. The history of the Grape-
vine is the history of the growth of Alcoholics Anonymous. In 1986, the General Service Con-
ference reaffirmed the magazine's place in AA with an advisory action that recognized it as the 
international journal of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Copyright © The Alcoholics Anonymous Grapevine, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission 
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PLEASE EMAIL BIRTHDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS TO “AAIRHOW@YAHOO.COM”  

NO LATER THEN THE SUNDAY BEFORE FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH 

 VERO BEACH MEN 
Joe H.  21 yrs 
Tino  15 yrs 

Nathaniel  4 yrs 

VERO BEACH MEN  cont’d 
Matthew D.  2 yrs 

Archioe  1 yr 

Richard 12 yr 

 LUNCH BUNCH GRP 
Kandi  26 yrs 

 

MEAT AND POTATOES 
Linda W.  20 yrs 
Mariah  2 yhrs 

 

INDIAN RIVER WOMEN 
Cindy D,  30 yrs 

Kimberly P.  16 yrs 
 

O.D.A.A.T. 

Candy B.  39 yrs 
Jennifer M.  24 yrs 

Mike S.  14 yrs 
Patricia S.  10 yrs 

Judy  10 yrs 
Alex Z  9 yrs 

Crystal D, ,  2 YRS 
Saraj McK  4 yrs 

 

ROYAL PALM 
Clell B.  41 yrs 
Bon K.  37 yrs 

Marco M.  7 yrs 
 

INDIAN RIVER MEN 
Frank C. 41 yrs 

 

FREE & EASY GRP 
Crystal D.  2 yrs 

 

NEW DAY GRP 
Haskell  31 yrs 

Linda W.  20 yrs 
Sue W/  18 yrs 
John Z.  14 yrs 
Jim K.  13 yrs 
Carol R.  4 yrs 
Jeff P.  2 yrs 

Dwayne H.  1 yr 
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The meetings listed above are all local with a national and sometimes international flavor.  

Over the last 2 or more years we have seen A.A.’s from many of the lower 48 states, as well 

as Alaska and Hawaii.  We have seen A.A.’s from Canada, Ireland, Great Britain, Belgium, 

Spain, Australia, South Africa and more.  We have seen A.A’s  in hospitals, nursing homes or 

ill at home.  We have seen people for their very first meeting, several today  are attending in 

person meetings  with 2 or more years of continuous sobriety.  A.A. is available to all who 

need us, whether they find us  in person, by phone or by virtual meeting.  With the recent-

Pandemic, now mostly behind us, we have learned that A.A. is resilient, that somehow, 

someway, we find ways to stay to meet, to stay sober and be here for the still suffering alco-

holic as we  continue trudging the road to happy destiny.  


