NASA ASTRO STEAM Summer Camp
2025 Policy

Parent/Guardian Handbook: Behavior & Discipline Policy

Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome to the NASA ASTRO STEM Summer Camp! We are dedicated to providing a safe, supportive, and enriching environment where all participants can learn, explore, and thrive. To ensure a positive experience for every camper, we have established clear behavioral expectations and a structured disciplinary policy. Our goal is to foster respect, responsibility, and accountability while maintaining a culture of kindness, safety, and inclusivity.

Medication Policy
Please note: Camp staff are not authorized to administer medication. If your child requires medication during camp hours, please contact the Director to discuss appropriate accommodations.

What to Bring
To ensure your camper is prepared for each day, please make sure they bring the following:
· A refillable water bottle
· Sunscreen (applied before arrival; campers may reapply as needed)
· Closed-toe shoes (required for outdoor and physical activities)

Students are not permitted to use or carry personal technology devices during camp; all devices must remain stored in their backpacks at all times. The camp is not responsible for any lost, stolen, or damaged devices.

Camp Schedule
· Monday – Thursday: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
· Friday: 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM
· Early Drop-Off: Begins at 8:30 AM
· Late Pick-Up: Available until 4:30 PM (flat weekly fee of $25)

Camper Code of Conduct
All campers are expected to:
1. Show Respect: Treat all staff, fellow campers, and visitors with kindness and courtesy. Bullying, teasing, or harassment will not be tolerated.
2. Follow Instructions: Listen to and promptly follow directions from staff and volunteers.
3. Engage Positively: Participate fully and maintain a positive attitude in all camp activities.
4. Stay Safe: Follow safety rules and use equipment responsibly.
5. Respect Property: Take care of camp materials, supplies, and facilities. Vandalism or theft is not permitted.

Disciplinary Procedures
We use a tiered approach to address behavioral concerns, based on severity and frequency:
· Level 1 – Verbal Warning:
Minor infractions (e.g., talking out of turn or not following directions) will result in a verbal reminder.
· Level 2 – Time-Out or Activity Removal:
Repeated or moderate behavior issues may lead to temporary removal from activities to allow the camper time to reflect.
· Level 3 – Parent/Guardian Notification:
For continued or more serious behavior concerns, parents/guardians will be contacted to discuss the incident and collaborate on a behavior plan.
· Level 4 – Behavior Contract:
In cases of recurring issues or significant misconduct (e.g., property damage or aggression), a formal meeting will be held. A behavior contract will be signed by the camper and parent/guardian outlining future expectations.
· Level 5 – Suspension or Expulsion:
Severe violations (e.g., violence, repeated bullying, or actions endangering others) may result in suspension or permanent dismissal from camp.

Appeals Process
Parents/guardians may appeal a disciplinary action by:
1. Submitting a written appeal to the Camp Director within 24 hours of the incident.
2. Scheduling a meeting to discuss the issue.
3. Receiving a final decision within 48 hours after the appeal meeting.

Reintegration After Suspension
Before a suspended camper returns to camp, a reintegration meeting must be held with the camper, parent/guardian, and a staff member to review expectations and ensure a smooth transition back into the program.

Conclusion
We strive to maintain a fun, respectful, and engaging environment where all youth feel safe, supported, and inspired to explore the exciting world of STEAM. Thank you for partnering with us to uphold these standards and create a memorable experience for every camper.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________
Date: ___________________

