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Direct to indirect questions exercises

Index of contents Direct and indirect speech is one topic in English grammar that confuses most language learners.

It need not necessarily be so; if you understand how it works, you can easily use it in your writing. Direct and Indirect Speech Exercises with Answers When converting direct speech to indirect speech or vice-versa, you will have to take care to convert the verb, pronoun and the adverb appropriately. Go through the following exercises and try them
out. Answers are given below each exercise; refer to them to see if your answers are right. Exercise 1: Change into indirect speech Read the following sentences and convert them into indirect speech. Rahul told to me, “When are you leaving?” “Where do you live?” the stranger asked Aladdin. The teacher said to Shelly, “Why are you laughing?”
Dhronacharya said to Arjun, “Shoot the bird’s eye.” “Call the first convict,” said the jury. “Call the ambulance,” said the man. Bruce said to me, “I shall do the work.” My mother said to me, “You were wrong.” Mr Richard said to me, “Please wait here till I return.” The captain said to me, “Bravo! You have played well.” Raj said, “Alas! My pet died.”
Ruchi said, “I may go there.” Bucky said to Steve, “Do you hear me?” The boy said, “Let me come in.” Granny said to me, “May God bless you.” Answers - Rahul asked me when I was leaving. The stranger asked Aladdin where he lived. The teacher asked Shelly why he was laughing. Dhronacharya ordered Arjun to shoot the fish’s eye. The jury ordered
to call the first convict. The man urged to call the ambulance. Bruce said to me he would do the work. My mother told me that I was wrong. Mr Richard requested me to wait there till he returned.
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Exercise 1: Change into indirect speech Read the following sentences and convert them into indirect speech. Rahul told to me, “When are you leaving?” “Where do you live?” the stranger asked Aladdin.

INDIRECT SPEECH TO DIRECT SPEECH #1

ANSWERS

1. Katie objected, TIt is not fair”
OR
"It is not foir,” objected Katie,

2 The scientizst announced, "l am wnr;ting on o cure.
OR

I am wnrking on a cure,” announced the scientizk

3. "It has been raining oll doy,” noted Toby.
COR
Toby noted, "It has been raining all day.”

4, -51:“',- and Suian have eaten all the bitcuits,” remarked Lala.
QR
Lala rrmnrlu:d. -5-:1”'( and Suian have caten all the biscuits,”

5. "Mike hos been made the cophain,” Horry informed Josh,
OR
Harry infarmed Jash, "Mike has been made the coptain,”

6. "I dislike aul:mrginz solod,” declared Emuna.
QR
Emuna declared, " dislike uuhel\ginr salad.”

7. 'l am trying to fix a broken handle,” Suresh told me.
OR
Suresh tald me, 1 am trying to fix a broken handle”

8. "We are H',.'in:g over the Andes,” the pilat infarmed ws.
OR
The pi|¢|t infarmed ug, We are ﬂ'ﬂ'ng aver the Andes”

@. "1 have paid for my shopping,” insisted the customer
OR
The customer insisted, 7| have paid for my shopping.”

10, The children mn:l.. “We had a hlnrlng afternoan.”

?i'li' had a bnring afternson,” the children said.
e -
Find more free warksheets at www dwottotipu kilis hing £arm
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The teacher said to Shelly, “Why are you laughing?” Dhronacharya said to Arjun, “Shoot the bird’s eye.” “Call the first convict,” said the jury. “Call the ambulance,” said the man. Bruce said to me, “I shall do the work.” My mother said to me, “You were wrong.” Mr Richard said to me, “Please wait here till I return.” The captain said to me, “Bravo! You
have played well.” Raj said, “Alas! My pet died.” Ruchi said, “I may go there.” Bucky said to Steve, “Do you hear me?” The boy said, “Let me come in.” Granny said to me, “May God bless you.” Answers - Rahul asked me when I was leaving. The stranger asked Aladdin where he lived.

The teacher asked Shelly why he was laughing. Dhronacharya ordered Arjun to shoot the fish’s eye. The jury ordered to call the first convict. The man urged to call the ambulance. Bruce said to me he would do the work. My mother told me that I was wrong. Mr Richard requested me to wait there till he returned. The captain applauded me, saying
that I had played well. Raj exclaimed sadly that his pet died.

Ruchi said that she might go there. Bucky asked Steve if he heard him. The boy asked to let him come in. Granny prayed that God might bless me. Convert the following into Direct Speech Read the following passage and convert it into direct speech. One of them told Issac that the latter had forgotten one thing that belonged to a mill. Issac enquired
what that was. The friend asked where the miller was. Issac replied that (absence of the miller) was true - and he must look for one. Answers - “But Issac,” said one of them, “you have forgotten one thing that belongs to a mill.” “What is that?” asked Issac. “Why, where is the miller?” said his friend. “That is true - I must look for one,” said Issac. When
the actual words/sentences as spoken by the speaker are quoted in a speech, it’s called direct speech/narration. When the quoted speech is reported in the form of a narrative without changing the meaning of the actual quotation/words by the speaker, it’s called indirect speech/narration. Download this explanation in PDF here. Have a look at this
conversation. Me: Excuse me. Could you tell me where the nearest station is? Person in the street: Certainly. It's along that road on the right. Me: Thank you. And do you know if there's a supermarket near here?

Person in the street: Yes, there's one next to the station. Me: Thank you very much for your help. I use indirect questions when I'm asking for help in the street, because they are very polite. Indirect questions start with a phrase like 'could you tell me...' or 'do you know...'. For example: Direct question: Where is the bank? Indirect question: Could you
tell me where the bank is?

What is he doing? Do you know what he is
doing?

Where can I sit? Could you tell me where
can sit?

Where are you from? I was wondering where
you are from.

What is this? Do you know what this is?

Do you like flying? Could you tell me if you
like flying?

What's your name? Can I ask you what your
name is?

Bruce said to me, “I shall do the work.” My mother said to me, “You were wrong.” Mr Richard said to me, “Please wait here till I return.” The captain said to me, “Bravo! You have played well.” Raj said, “Alas! My pet died.” Ruchi said, “I may go there.” Bucky said to Steve, “Do you hear me?” The boy said, “Let me come in.” Granny said to me, “May
God bless you.” Answers - Rahul asked me when I was leaving. The stranger asked Aladdin where he lived. The teacher asked Shelly why he was laughing. Dhronacharya ordered Arjun to shoot the fish’s eye. The jury ordered to call the first convict. The man urged to call the ambulance. Bruce said to me he would do the work. My mother told me that
I was wrong. Mr Richard requested me to wait there till he returned. The captain applauded me, saying that I had played well. Raj exclaimed sadly that his pet died.

* INDIRECT QUESTIONS *

‘When we ask for some information we sometimes begin the question with anather question:
Example: Do you know where Tom is? e
The order of the question changes., See

SIMPLE QUESTION

‘Why iz she crying?

INDIRECT QUESTION: Do youknowwhere Tom is? Tell me why she is crying.
IF/WETHER when thera’s no question'word BE CAREFULwith do/does/did questions.
Did she tell him? Where does she live?

Do you know ffwhether she tald him?- Do you know where she lives?

Where do you live? He ssked me where | lived {Don’t use does and put the I° person §)

EXERCISE 1 Moke Indirect questions
Example: -What time iz it?

&-Diid Tom phone Linda
T-boes Mary like swee
&Can she play the pian Can you tell me
F-Does she have a brother? Do you know

He asked me gkt bf Qestions ke:

EXERCISE 2| (" Tmeta boyyesterdoy odbside the cinema
~"What's your hame? He osked me what my neme was

Follow the example: I asked him some questions too.

1-Where do youl five”
He esked 1:What's your surname
=

I asked him_

5.0 yods ke readi
He asked me _
H-What's your
He askied me_
-0 you smoke®
He asked me

Rahul told to me, “When are you leaving?” “Where do you live?” the stranger asked Aladdin. The teacher said to Shelly, “Why are you laughing?” Dhronacharya said to Arjun, “Shoot the bird’s eye.” “Call the first convict,” said the jury. “Call the ambulance,” said the man. Bruce said to me, “I shall do the work.” My mother said to me, “You were
wrong.” Mr Richard said to me, “Please wait here till I return.” The captain said to me, “Bravo! You have played well.” Raj said, “Alas! My pet died.” Ruchi said, “I may go there.” Bucky said to Steve, “Do you hear me?” The boy said, “Let me come in.” Granny said to me, “May God bless you.” Answers - Rahul asked me when I was leaving. The
stranger asked Aladdin where he lived. The teacher asked Shelly why he was laughing. Dhronacharya ordered Arjun to shoot the fish’s eye. The jury ordered to call the first convict. The man urged to call the ambulance.



REILES O CHARCENG DHRECT SFERCH TO
INTHRECT OFR REFORTED SFEECH

Eran Gpai B md et Rgeadiy

L T P 5 vl faadd

A, Tl B mntoo! e st SO} e meenE B

[ e up -0 o PP S e e

pemmin parl P peawl pmriedl

e DV R S Rl ol TrAE | e el el
ey Sy, T I ot Ol

P EEED pHeAT R P pask garleck

e paaidd, " Rl vl L0 e aid (Thad' i Fd Bl gone Io
i ey N e Ly

precify] prlsgecssiyve Popan ] prdgreselya

Rl RaAE. T S e 6 P kT nfele e ST o O
s mamiy . " L P . L

A AE O MR P perlect progravales

e fadd, Ol wead peslag 15 b pakd FEEa P gl e
Pl Ty . GG b had EverE e,
Futuird (il R e L T

Al i, " il o S Feie bl I Fof | P el el 1
ey Je. ehoor dvery Cay

futuro {gang 1o b prernnd progrosRieE

et Sk, BT gudag L Lo bl [ Fop A pDesdy [0

o P ety o, " Pl oy Ly
[ EF e g ol 'l
.-'. B - &k

e o B | Pl W QROMNRD
Py e Ly
DHrexl $prech B Indirecl Spedab
aursary & yevh naeve P sdepa pad
A gakr “RE R A0 o Skl o & | welar no R
el T ey JFky
Blr pass, "Tave dh o) GO o gaioead o b I wvant Ao
i el !
brrt it Ll B infisdsn
P s, g B ST P A I e &
day. = v oy

“Call the ambulance,” said the man. Bruce said to me, “I shall do the work.” My mother said to me, “You were wrong.” Mr Richard said to me, “Please wait here till I return.” The captain said to me, “Bravo! You have played well.” Raj said, “Alas! My pet died.” Ruchi said, “I may go there.” Bucky said to Steve, “Do you hear me?” The boy said, “Let me
come in.” Granny said to me, “May God bless you.” Answers - Rahul asked me when I was leaving. The stranger asked Aladdin where he lived. The teacher asked Shelly why he was laughing. Dhronacharya ordered Arjun to shoot the fish’s eye. The jury ordered to call the first convict. The man urged to call the ambulance. Bruce said to me he would
do the work. My mother told me that I was wrong. Mr Richard requested me to wait there till he returned. The captain applauded me, saying that I had played well. Raj exclaimed sadly that his pet died. Ruchi said that she might go there. Bucky asked Steve if he heard him. The boy asked to let him come in.

Granny prayed that God might bless me. Convert the following into Direct Speech Read the following passage and convert it into direct speech. One of them told Issac that the latter had forgotten one thing that belonged to a mill. Issac enquired what that was. The friend asked where the miller was. Issac replied that (absence of the miller) was true -
and he must look for one. Answers - “But Issac,” said one of them, “you have forgotten one thing that belongs to a mill.” “What is that?” asked Issac. “Why, where is the miller?” said his friend. “That is true - I must look for one,” said Issac. When the actual words/sentences as spoken by the speaker are quoted in a speech, it’s called direct
speech/narration. When the quoted speech is reported in the form of a narrative without changing the meaning of the actual quotation/words by the speaker, it’s called indirect speech/narration.

Download this explanation in PDF here.

Have a look at this conversation. Me: Excuse me. Could you tell me where the nearest station is? Person in the street: Certainly. It's along that road on the right. Me: Thank you. And do you know if there's a supermarket near here?

Person in the street: Yes, there's one next to the station. Me: Thank you very much for your help. I use indirect questions when I'm asking for help in the street, because they are very polite.

Indirect questions start with a phrase like 'could you tell me...' or 'do you know...". For example: Direct question: Where is the bank? Indirect question: Could you tell me where the bank is? Notice that in the indirect question I put the verb ('is') after the subject (‘the bank'), in the same way as I do with a normal positive sentence ('the bank is over
there'), but in the direct question I put the verb 'is' before the subject 'the bank'. This is called inversion, and it is used to make direct questions in many verb tenses in English, but we don't use inversion in indirect questions. This is very similar to the grammar of reported questions. However, we use indirect questions in a different way from reported
questions. Indirect questions are a way of being polite. They are very, very common in English, especially when you're talking to someone you don't know. 'Yes / No' Questions To make an indirect 'yes / no' question, we use 'if' and the word order of a normal positive sentence. This is the same as for reported 'yes / no' questions. On the other hand, we
don't usually need to 'backshift' (change the tense of the verb) as we do with reported questions. Of course, most tenses make questions by using 'inversion' (changing the word order). To change from a direct 'yes / no' question with inversion to an indirect question, you add 'if' and change the word order back to a normal positive sentence. You don't
need to use inversion. 'Yes / no' questions for tenses with inversion: Could you tell me where the station is? Could you tell me where is the station? Turn the following sentences into indirect speech. 1. John said, ‘I am very busy now.” 2. He said, ‘The horse has been fed.” 3. ‘I know her name and address,’ said John. 4. ‘German is easy to learn,’
she said. 5. He said, ‘I am writing letters.” 6. ‘It is too late to go out,” Alice said. 7. He said to me, ‘I don’t believe you.” 8. He says, ‘I am glad to be here this evening.” 9. He said to me, ‘What are you doing?’ 10. ‘Where is the post office?’ asked the stranger. 11. He said, ‘Will you listen to me?’ 12. John said to Peter, ‘Go away.” 13. She
said to me, ‘Please wait here till I return.” 14. ‘Call the witness,’ said the judge. 15. The speaker said, ‘Be quiet and listen to my words.” Answers 1. John said that he was very busy then. 2. He said that the horse had been fed. 3. John said that he knew/knows her name and address. (Note that the tenses may not change if the statement is still
relevant or if it is a universal truth.) 4. She said that German is/was easy to learn. 5. He said that he was writing letters. 6. Alice said that it was too late to go out. 7. He told me that he didn’t believe me. OR He said he didn’t believe me. 8. He says that he is glad to be here this evening. (When the reporting verb is in the present tense,
adverbs of time and place do not normally change in indirect speech.) 9. He asked me what I was doing. 10. The stranger asked where the post office is/was. 11. He asked me if I would listen to him. 12. John ordered Peter to go away. 13. She asked me to wait there till she returned. 14. The judge commanded them to call the first witness.
15. He urged them to be quiet and listen to them. Exercises Explanation Downloads We normally use indirect questions, when we want to be more polite. We begin the question with expressions such as Can you tell me ...? Could you tell me ...? Do you know ...? Would you mind telling me ... ? What time is it? (direct question) Could you tell me what
time it is? (indirect question) In indirect questions the order is subject + verb. Do you know where I can find a bank? (NOT ... where can I find) Can you tell me what time the shops close? (NOT ... what time do the shops close) There are other expressions that follow the same rule: I don’t know what he is doing here. I wonder when he will find the
truth. I'm not sure when I can come. I'd like to know where you left the documents. For yes-no questions (when there is NO question word), we can use both if or whether: Do you know if/whether he’ll be here soon? We're developing a NEW LEARNING PLATFORM with a subscription plan that includes additional features at an affordable price. One
of those features will be PDF downloads. Learn more! Test-English is delighted to announce our partnership with Gymglish to deliver short, personalized and fun online English lessons. Learn more!



