Annual Inspection
ol the Gibson Tomb
11 am, 12th August
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Gather in Churchyard by 10:30 am

to witness Sutton’s oldest living tradition
Refreshments & Exhibition

In Church following the ceremony.
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When Sutton was small...[the story
circulated]...that a giant toad lived in the
vault.

A History of Sutton AD 675. Robert P Smith 1960
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Ghosts can be conjured
from the tomb

Within living memory local children believed
that If you walk seven times round the tomb, a
ghost will appear from the urn on the roof.

London Lore. Peter Stroud 2010
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The key has been thrown
INto the river Jordan
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A singular tradition has some way gained credence with the
lliterate respecting this vault, viz,. that when the last member
of the family has been interred within its walls, it Is to be
locked up, and the key taken to Palestine and thrown in the
river Jordan.

Church's Directory of Sutton 1880 J
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The family were scared of grave robbers.

Yicar Chg&ks- On Tomb
As Directed In 1793 Fund :

Merchant’s Daughter Feared Grave Robbers|
And Provided For Perpetual Inspection

1|, SUTTON, Englend, Aug. 12 (F)—]carried the keys on a° crimson
Note to the Gibson family (wher-|cushion. .

ever you are): The vicar cheocked| With two curious women as spec-

your bodies today. They're uku—ﬂi tators, the vicar unlocked the door,

seven of them, 'went inside and inspected the seven|

| The annual inspection of the Gib-|coffins.
son tomb was made on schedule, ag| He found everything -in order.|

it has been every Aug. 12 since :I.TEE.II"- is generally ‘hnlieved the Gibson

!| James Gibson, a wealthy London m]ﬁg F;'l: alﬂlag ego but no-

merchant, had the massive tomb get _
!:;Eh i%?mu St. Nicholas churchyard | s
1 g

I}a:rn Of Grave Robbing

| Those were the days of the grave||| =
|robbing “resurrection men,” wholjli =
| dug up cadavers and sold thum tol| e -
imedical schools., Gibson's daughter|jid s\ <20
Elizabeth was afraid of this. She V P 1
had heavy iron railings set upl|
{around the tomb and sealed the|lf
entrance with a thick door. The|
door has two massive locks. 11ES )
When she died in 1793, she !Eﬂ:! & W
& trust fund to pay for an inuper:—; C
tion of the tomb “every Aug. 12|} &/
forever.”

| Annual Inspection Ui
So today the Rev. W. A. Rhu-ﬂas'-l

went out to the tomb accompanied -

by his son, Christopher, 11, who t

W e e

Resurrection Men by
Thomas Rowlandson (1756 -1827)

Assoclated Press article printed in the Toledo
Blade August 12th 1949
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The family were scared of grave robbers.

‘September 16, 1938 dnre Gnuaren s Lvewspaper
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PICTURE-NEWS AND TIME MAP SHOWING EVENTS ALL OVER THE WORLD
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:| Canadian Red Indians appear to | Reindeer which have spent the | i b&@;-:: i - ] Septemberis the moulting season |

summer in the northern part of |-

8 ot R Vs Greenland are moving south to |

% 350 day and boarding schools

~ izl for geese in Siberia, Their |

| maintained for them average
#| attendances have increased from
aboutﬂ?{][ﬂto 13,100 in ten years.
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3000 MILES IN 16 HOURS |
The 3000-mile journey | :
across America is now |
& accomplished by new | !
| commercial planes in.| I\
g | about 20 hours, and [
| other machines now |
| being built will reduce |
©|-the time to 16 hours. |

Eqguator—the middie’
line round the globe
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. escape - the

approaching winter.

rigours of fast

e

.| ANIMALS INVADE CITY |

1 When forest fires broke {
“{ out near Vianna Do |{ {;
-} Castello in" Portugal [,
; hundreds of hares, foxes, |:
o] and deer fled panic- |

| stricken into the city. [{

g

7| the Sahara have been

.| French military posts PGS
+}| in the Borku region of | :}'/¥

able to “grow splendid [
| vedetable gardensowing | \eni N
{| tothe existenceof water | Y0¥

underground.

skt :g.:? i 'Ek ‘i.

NEW TURKISH RAI :
Turkey is to cpmplete [T

between rum and |
4 Sivas. The contract for |

{ hasbeengiventoagroup |-

ou

five feet

] FRESH-WATER SHARKS

Sharks, usually marine fish, |
were found to be thriving 200 |-
1 miles away from the sea in the |

%—' :_‘ “. :.:

| Patuca Riverof Central America
‘| by some. explorers from the |
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 ELIZABETH GIBSON IS
: SAFE :
The Watchers of 140 Years

~ As in the same month for the past
140 years, August witnessed a curious
ceremony ‘in the churchyard of St
Nicholas Church at Sutton in Surrey. .
After a service in the church a small
procession made its waytoa }arge 18th-
century family tomb, The priest opened
.the iron gate and the churchwardens
entered to inspect the five coffins of the
Gibson family inside. A prayer was
offered, and the tomb was locked up for
another year, . :
At the time of the death of Miss

Llizabeth Gibson, one of the family
buried there, the practice of body-
snatching made people afraid that
thicves would stcaFtheil: bodies to sell
them to hospitals for experiments. Miss
Gibson determined that her family
tomb should not be rifled, and left £500
~in her will to provide for regular visits
to it. . :

Although in these days there is little

fear of body-stealing the ceremony has |

been paid for and so will continue.

THE GOOD WORK GOES ON

Unemployed miners and cotton spin-
ners of Hindley, near Wigan, have
transformed several acres of waste
ground into a beautiful garden.

Slag heaps are now paths, and tin
cans have been changed into flower-
beds, while a derelict cotton mill has
become a clubhouse for these hard-
working scene-shifters. :

The rules the men have laid down for
themselves forbid betting or bad lan-
guage in the club. There will be no
drunkenness either, for nothing stronger
than ginger-beer is sold at the bar,

And an unwritten rule is that there is
always something in the  emptiest-
looking - pocket for a fellow member
whose fortune, through illness or other
causes, has fallen below even un-
employment level, -

of German firms.

LWAY | N

the railway across Asia |
| Minor by building a line | =

:{ rails and . rolling-stock |

~ ﬁg:rers of flight being then |
ited the geese are caught in [
great

numbers by the natives.

JAPAN'S AIRWAYS |
‘Japan has been western- E
/i] ised in many ways but
| she is far behind ,
i| rest of the world in civil |-
| flying, having only |

| 2240 miles of airways, |
| compared withEngland's |
14,000 miles.
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PRESERVING AFRICA'S WILD LIFE |

Throughout British Africa there |
are twenty largde areas, covering |
2 total of 200,000 square miles, [ i
- in which wild life is protected |

‘| Thousands of mountain ducks |
have descended on marshy dis-
tricts of Victoria, attacking
young oat crops. This
particularly noisy, its cry

This duck is

L Smithsonian Institution.
i T e e e T L
NO SERVANT—AND WHY
A German Home Today
We asked the other day after the
health of a German lady, and were told :
‘“She is run down, It is simply
weariness. She has dismissed the maids,
and is really not strong enough to do all
the work.” = ‘ :
- * Is she so poor, then ? * _
~ ““No., But she cannot bear the re-
straint. that Germans must put upon

themselves nowadays, cven in  their
own homes, for fear of spies. If you have

‘a servant you must always be whisper-

ing, and shutting doors, and locking
desks, because the most innocent phrasc
may be twisted into something hostile
to the Government, and then

“ And then ? ”

One day the masier won't come home fo
dinner. ' -

THE NAZI AT THE
KEYHOLE
Opening Mails

An amazing impertinence affecting

neighbouring nations is being perpe-

trated in Germany by the secret police
of Herr Hitler. :

They ave opening the foreign mail pass-
ing through Aachen, contrary o all inter-
national custom.

Aachen is one of the main clearing
houses for mail passing between France
and Denmark, Norway and Sweden,

. FREE TEA
Dr Wu Lien-Teh is the health adviser

to the Chinese railways, and he thinks

that frec tea should be provided for the
passengers on long-distance journeys,

Special drinking fountains are to be pro-.
vided on manyChinese trains, as the result
of his advice, the fountains supplying hot
China tea in every compartment,

~ DOES YOUR KINEMA' USE
THE SAFETY FILM?

from the hunter,
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LET THE BIRDS FLY
A Chance To Help

Our many right-minded readers who
abhor the idea of keeping any winged
creature in a cage will be glad to know
that there is a way in which all can help

to stop the cruel trade in wild birds.

By the time the new Bird Protection
Bill rcaches its third reading in the

autumn it is hoped that a great petition |

may be presented to Parliament. The
Bird-Lovers League and the R.S.P,C.A.
have had petition forms printed, and

‘an appeal is made to all friends of birds

to collect signatures.

Some M.P.s have told a friend of the
C.N. that they are being bombarded by
members of cage-bird clubs and by
bird-fanciers and dealers, who urge
them not to pass the Bill, dcclaring
it is a crazy whim and not the wvoice
of the general public,

If only everyone knew how our wild
birds are being caught in thousands
and tightly packed in small cages;

how nine out of every ten die within

a few days of being caught; and how
many are blinded to make them more

useful as decoys, this pitiless trade

would have been stopped long ago, even
by this hard-hearted Parliament.

A GREAT DAY FOR BIRDS

A great day for birds will be October 4,
the feast of St Francis,

Could he be present on that day at
the Borghese Gardens in Rome, where
several thousands of small birds will be
liberated, he would have the biggest
congregation he ever preached to,

A bird-loving society at Rome has
been collecting the birds which have

been used as decoys during the shooting -

season, and has chosen this appropriate
daté to free them, for the influence of

the gentle St Francis in Italy has sur-
vived these yoo years,

‘begged

THE CRIER AND THE
BUYER

And Nothing To Sell

Long, long ago the farmers of Lan-
cashire chose the wvillage of Great
Harwood as a convenient centre for.
their horse fair, and year after year they
have gone to Great Harwood to buy and
sell their horses,

This year the fair was held as usual,
and as usual the town crier, in frock.
coat, silk hat, and white waistcoat,
‘“all persons assembled here
today to keep the peace,” ending his
sFeech with ' God bless his Majesty
the King, the Chairman of the Urban
District Council, the crier and the
buyer, and all gradely and decent folk
beside.”

When the fair was declared ogcn
there were plenty of gradely folk, but
they scon discovered that something
was missing : there was not a horse to
be seen. No one wanted to buy a farm-
horse—which was lucky, for no one had
one to scll.

Will our great-grandchildren never
know the beauty of two fine horses and
a man at the plough outlined on the
horizon ? '

A NEW ELECTRIC CLOCK |

- A clock with faces 60 feet in diameter
has just been put up in Paris, on the
Liffel Tower,

It has no hands, Instead, the dials
are fitted with rows of clectric lamps
arranged along radii drawn from the
centre to the circumference at the
position of every five minutes. Thus at
five past nine a row of lamps from the
centre of the clock to the figure One
would represent the long hand, and
another row from the centre to the figurc
Nine would represent the hour hand,
thus indicating the time of nine-five.

~The dials are made up of enormous
circles of green and red lights, and with
new arrangements shortly to be intro-
duced the seconds will be indicated as
well as the hours and minutes,

The Children's Newspaper, 1933

Sutton




FRIENDS OF

ST NICHOLAS
CHURCHYARD

Dorothy Mason, Lady Brownlow (1665-1699/1700)
Sir Godfrey Kneller (Lubeck 1646/9 - London 1723)
Belton House, Lincolnshire
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A Medieval Sacred Basin

This beautiful stone basin was found In
the churchyard. It is a 'piscina’, and it
was used to rinse the vessels that held
sacred wine and bread during Mass.
The piscina had removed from the
church during the reformation in the
16th century.

Piscinas have a special drain that goes
directly into the earth below, so that any
fragments of the wine and bread
(believed to become the blood and
bread of Jesus Christ during Mass)
would not be wasted but would become

one again with the world. @
'
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