
Annual Inspection 
of the Gibson Tomb
11 am, 12th August

Gather in Churchyard by 10:30 am
to witness Sutton’s oldest living tradition

Refreshments & Exhibition 
in Church following the ceremony.



A giant toad lives in the vault

When Sutton was small...[the story
circulated]...that a giant toad lived in the

vault.
A History of Sutton AD 675. Robert P Smith 1960



Ghosts can be conjured 
from the tomb

Within living memory local children believed
that if you walk seven times round the tomb, a

ghost will appear from the urn on the roof.  
London Lore.  Peter Stroud 2010



The key has been thrown 
into the river Jordan

A singular tradition has some way gained credence with the
illiterate respecting this vault, viz,. that when the last member

of the family has been interred within its walls, it is to be
locked up, and the key taken to Palestine and thrown in the

river Jordan.

Church's Directory of Sutton 1880



The family were scared of grave robbers.

Associated Press article printed in the Toledo
Blade August 12th 1949
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The family were scared of grave robbers.

The Children's Newspaper, 1933



Dorothy Mason, Lady Brownlow (1665-1699/1700)
Sir Godfrey Kneller (Lübeck 1646/9 - London 1723)

Belton House, Lincolnshire



A Medieval Sacred Basin
This beautiful stone basin was found in
the churchyard.  It is a 'piscina', and it

was used to rinse the vessels that held
sacred wine and bread during Mass.
 The piscina had removed from the
church during the reformation in the

16th century.

Piscinas have a special drain that goes
directly into the earth below, so that any

fragments of the wine and bread
(believed to become the blood and
bread of Jesus Christ during Mass)

would not be wasted but would become
one again with the world.
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