My Utmost for His Highest – 2/25/25
The Destitution of Service
[image: The Destitution of Service]
…though the more abundantly I love you, the less I am loved. —2 Corinthians 12:15
Natural human love expects something in return. But Paul is saying, “It doesn’t really matter to me whether you love me or not. I am willing to be completely destitute anyway; willing to be poverty-stricken, not just for your sakes, but also that I may be able to get you to God.” “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor…” (2 Corinthians 8:9). And Paul’s idea of service was the same as our Lord’s. He did not care how high the cost was to himself— he would gladly pay it. It was a joyful thing to Paul.
The institutional church’s idea of a servant of God is not at all like Jesus Christ’s idea. His idea is that we serve Him by being the servants of others. Jesus Christ actually “out-socialized” the socialists. He said that in His kingdom the greatest one would be the servant of all (see Matthew 23:11). The real test of a saint is not one’s willingness to preach the gospel, but one’s willingness to do something like washing the disciples’ feet— that is, being willing to do those things that seem unimportant in human estimation but count as everything to God. It was Paul’s delight to spend his life for God’s interests in other people, and he did not care what it cost. But before we will serve, we stop to ponder our personal and financial concerns— “What if God wants me to go over there? And what about my salary? What is the climate like there? Who will take care of me? A person must consider all these things.” All that is an indication that we have reservations about serving God. But the apostle Paul had no conditions or reservations. Paul focused his life on Jesus Christ’s idea of a New Testament saint; that is, not one who merely proclaims the gospel, but one who becomes broken bread and poured-out wine in the hands of Jesus Christ for the sake of others.
Wisdom From Oswald Chambers
To those who have had no agony Jesus says, “I have nothing for you; stand on your own feet, square your own shoulders. I have come for the man who knows he has a bigger handful than he can cope with, who knows there are forces he cannot touch; I will do everything for him if he will let Me. Only let a man grant he needs it, and I will do it for him.” The Shadow of an Agony, 1166 R
CCEL – 2/25/25
[bookmark: _Jas_4_7_0_0]Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.—JAS. 4:7.
When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.—Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.—And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.—Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.—Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour; whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.—This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
[bookmark: _Matt_4_10_4_11][bookmark: _Eph_6_10_6_11][bookmark: _Eph_5_11_0_0][bookmark: _2Cor_2_11_0_0][bookmark: _1Pet_5_8_5_9][bookmark: _1John_5_4_0_0][bookmark: _Rom_8_33_0_0]Isa. 59:19. -Matt. 4:10,11.Eph. 6:10,11. -Eph. 5:11. -II Cor. 2:11. -I Pet. 5:8,9. -I John 5:4.Rom. 8:33.
[bookmark: d0225am-p2.1][bookmark: _Matt_3_7_0_0]“The wrath to come.”  Matthew 3:7
It is pleasant to pass over a country after a storm has spent itself; to smell the freshness of the herbs after the rain has passed away, and to note the drops while they glisten like purest diamonds in the sunlight. That is the position of a Christian. He is going through a land where the storm has spent itself upon his Saviour’s head, and if there be a few drops of sorrow falling, they distil from clouds of mercy, and Jesus cheers him by the assurance that they are not for his destruction. But how terrible is it to witness the approach of a tempest: to note the forewarnings of the storm; to mark the birds of heaven as they droop their wings; to see the cattle as they lay their heads low in terror; to discern the face of the sky as it groweth black, and look to the sun which shineth not, and the heavens which are angry and frowning! How terrible to await the dread advance of a hurricane—such as occurs, sometimes, in the tropics—to wait in terrible apprehension till the wind shall rush forth in fury, tearing up trees from their roots, forcing rocks from their pedestals, and hurling down all the dwelling-places of man! And yet, sinner, this is your present position. No hot drops have as yet fallen, but a shower of fire is coming. No terrible winds howl around you, but God’s tempest is gathering its dread artillery. As yet the water-floods are dammed up by mercy, but the flood-gates shall soon be opened: the thunderbolts of God are yet in his storehouse, but lo! the tempest hastens, and how awful shall that moment be when God, robed in vengeance, shall march forth in fury! Where, where, where, O sinner, wilt thou hide thy head, or whither wilt thou flee? O that the hand of mercy may now lead you to Christ! He is freely set before you in the gospel: his riven side is the rock of shelter. Thou knowest thy need of him; believe in him, cast thyself upon him, and then the fury shall be overpast forever. 
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Today in the Word – 2/25/25
Surrender to God
[image: A cross on a hill with a sunset
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Read Matthew 26:36–45 
Gethsemane
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”
43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.
45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 
Yet not as I will, but as you will.  Matthew 26:39
Writer Jerry Bridges recorded this memorable prayer of submission in his book, The Joy of Fearing God: “Lord, I am willing. To receive what you give; To lack what you withhold; To relinquish what you take; To suffer what you inflict; To be what you require; And to do what You send me to do.”
When we surrender our wills to God, it is an ironclad defense against temptation. Jesus practiced this defense of surrender throughout His life and especially in the Garden of Gethsemane. The temptation was straightforward—not to obey God. Jesus’ prayer “may this cup [of God’s wrath, see Jer. 25:15–26] be taken from me” (v. 39) comes from a normal human desire to avoid suffering. Better than anyone, Jesus knew what He was about to endure on the cross—the sins of the world and the wrath of the Father.
Jesus already knew His Father’s will in this matter, so He already knew the answer was “no.” He didn’t wait, therefore, but immediately proclaimed His surrendered will, “Yet not as I will, but as you will” (v. 39), a decision He reiterated at least twice more (vv. 42, 44). He prayed this with His face to the ground, a physical posture of submission.
Jesus stood firm in obedience despite emotions of overwhelming sorrow (vv. 37–38) and despite His disciples’ lack of support. He’d asked them, “Keep watch with me” (v. 38), but twice He found them sleeping instead. He was left to pray on His own in order to be fully prepared for the momentous, redemptive events about to take place. Luke’s account includes the additional details: An angel strengthened Him and “his sweat was like drops of blood” (Luke 22:43–44).
Surrendering our wills to God in prayer is not only a strategy against temptation. It’s a way of life for all followers of Christ!
Go Deeper
Spend a few moments committing Matthew 26:39 to memory. How might this verse help in your struggle against temptation?
Pray with Us
Lord, You called us to surrender to You, and You made it possible for us by Your own life. In today’s Scripture from Matthew 26, You gave us a wonderful example of obedience to the Father—from the Garden of Gethsemane all the way to the cross.
Our Daily Bread – 2/25/25
RESPONDING TO GENEROSITY
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Read: LUKE 6:31-38
31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32 ‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.[a] Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Judging Others
37 ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.’
Footnotes
a. Luke 6:35 Other ancient authorities read despairing of no one
Give, and it will be given to you.  LUKE 6:38

When Lydia was gifted $10,000 by anonymous donors, she spent little of it on herself. Instead, she gave generous gifts to coworkers, family, flood victims, and chanties.  Lydia,  unbeknownst to her, was part of a study following how two hundred people responded to a no-strings-attached gift of $10,000 through a bank transfer.  That study found that more than two-thirds of that gifted money was given away.  Sharing this story, Chris Anderson, head of the TED nonprofit media organization, reflected, “it turns out that ... we human beings are wired to respond to generosity with generosity,"

In Scripture, we find that when people live generously, they reflect the heart of the God who made them.  God is generous, merciful, and kind, not just to some but to all - even "to the ungrateful and wicked" (LUKE 6:35).  So Jesus instructed those who desire to reflect God's character to "love,'" "do good to." and "lend to" even enemies "without expecting to get anything back" (vv. 32-35).

When we give without expecting anything back, we'll find that it's never a way of life that harms us.  Jesus pointed this out too, saying "Give and it will be given to you .... With the measure you use, it will be measured to you" (v 38).  When we respond to God’s generosity by living generously, we find we're enriched in countless ways. 

MONICA LA ROSE

Reflect and Pray

How have you found joy through giving?  How have the gifts of others enriched your life?

Gracious God, thank You for the joy of giving.  For further study, read The Benefits of Generosity at DiscoverODB.org.

INSIGHT

The teaching of Luke 6:31-38 is similar to that of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:38·48, which Jesus taught "up on a mountainside" (v. 1).  Christ taught the sermon in Luke 6-the Sermon on the Plain-on another occasion: "on a level place" (v.17) or "in the plain" (KJV).  Here, Jesus taught about unconditional love for others, including enemies, so that we can be "children of the Most High" (V. 35).  God " is kind to the ungrateful and wicked" (V. 35); we're to be merciful in the same measure that the " Father is merciful" (V. 36).  In this sermon, Christ articulated a maxim popularly known as the Golden Rule: "Do to others as you would have them do to you" (V. 31), espousing the principle of "a man reaps what he sows" (GALATIANS 6:7).  Christ spoke of reciprocal treatment, " for with the measure you use, it will be measured to you" (LUKE 6:38). 

K. T. SIM

God Calling – 2/25/25
How To Conquer
Joy is the sovereign balm for all the ills of the world, the spirit-cure for every ailment. There is nothing that Joy and Love cannot do.
Set your standard very high. Aim at conquering a world, the world around you. Just say, "Jesus conquers" -- "Jesus saves" -- in the face of every doubt, every sin, every evil, every fear.
No evil can stand against that, for there is "none other Name under Heaven given among men, whereby men can be saved." To every thought of want or lack, "Jesus saves from poverty," to every fear, "Jesus saves from fear."
Do this to every ill and it will vanish, as night when the sun arises.
"Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us." Romans 8:37
My Utmost for His Highest – 2/26/25
Our Misgivings About Jesus
[image: Our Misgivings About Jesus]
The woman said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw [water] with, and the well is deep." —John 4:11
Have you ever said to yourself, “I am impressed with the wonderful truths of God’s Word, but He can’t really expect me to live up to that and work all those details into my life!” When it comes to confronting Jesus Christ on the basis of His qualities and abilities, our attitudes reflect religious superiority. We think His ideals are lofty and they impress us, but we believe He is not in touch with reality— that what He says cannot actually be done. Each of us thinks this about Jesus in one area of our life or another. These doubts or misgivings about Jesus begin as we consider questions that divert our focus away from God. While we talk of our dealings with Him, others ask us, “Where are you going to get enough money to live? How will you live and who will take care of you?” Or our misgivings begin within ourselves when we tell Jesus that our circumstances are just a little too difficult for Him. We say, “It’s easy to say, ‘Trust in the Lord,’ but a person has to live; and besides, Jesus has nothing with which to draw water— no means to be able to give us these things.” And beware of exhibiting religious deceit by saying, “Oh, I have no misgivings about Jesus, only misgivings about myself.” If we are honest, we will admit that we never have misgivings or doubts about ourselves, because we know exactly what we are capable or incapable of doing. But we do have misgivings about Jesus. And our pride is hurt even at the thought that He can do what we can’t.
My misgivings arise from the fact that I search within to find how He will do what He says. My doubts spring from the depths of my own inferiority. If I detect these misgivings in myself, I should bring them into the light and confess them openly— “Lord, I have had misgivings about You. I have not believed in Your abilities, but only my own. And I have not believed in Your almighty power apart from my finite understanding of it.”
Wisdom From Oswald Chambers
There is no condition of life in which we cannot abide in Jesus. We have to learn to abide in Him wherever we are placed. Our Brilliant Heritage
CCEL – 2/26/25
[bookmark: _Lam_3_40_0_0]Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD.—LAM. 3:40.
Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart.—Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.—I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies. I made haste and delayed not to keep thy commandments.—Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.—We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins.—Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh: and having a high priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
[bookmark: _Ps_51_6_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_119_59_119_60][bookmark: _1Cor_11_28_0_0][bookmark: _1John_1_9_0_0][bookmark: _1John_2_1_0_0][bookmark: _Heb_10_19_10_22]Psa. 26:2. -Psa. 51:6. -Psa. 119:59,60. -I Cor. 11:28.I John 1:9. -I John 2:1. -Heb. 10:19-22.
[bookmark: d0226am-p2.1][bookmark: _Jonah_2_9_0_0]“Salvation is of the Lord.”  Jonah 2:9
Salvation is the work of God. It is he alone who quickens the soul “dead in trespasses and sins,” and it is he also who maintains the soul in its spiritual life. He is both “Alpha and Omega.” “Salvation is of the Lord.” If I am prayerful, God makes me prayerful; if I have graces, they are God’s gifts to me; if I hold on in a consistent life, it is because he upholds me with his hand. I do nothing whatever towards my own preservation, except what God himself first does in me. Whatever I have, all my goodness is of the Lord alone. Wherein I sin, that is my own; but wherein I act rightly, that is of God, wholly and completely. If I have repulsed a spiritual enemy, the Lord’s strength nerved my arm. Do I live before men a consecrated life? It is not I, but Christ who liveth in me. Am I sanctified? I did not cleanse myself: God’s Holy Spirit sanctifies me. Am I weaned from the world? I am weaned by God's chastisements sanctified to my good. Do I grow in knowledge? The great Instructor teaches me. All my jewels were fashioned by heavenly art. I find in God all that I want; but I find in myself nothing but sin and misery. “He only is my rock and my salvation.” Do I feed on the Word? That Word would be no food for me unless the Lord made it food for my soul, and helped me to feed upon it. Do I live on the manna which comes down from heaven? What is that manna but Jesus Christ himself incarnate, whose body and whose blood I eat and drink? Am I continually receiving fresh increase of strength? Where do I gather my might? My help cometh from heaven’s hills: without Jesus I can do nothing. As a branch cannot bring forth fruit except it abide in the vine, no more can I, except I abide in him. What Jonah learned in the great deep, let me learn this morning in my closet: “Salvation is of the Lord.” 
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Today in the Word – 2/26/25
The Fruit of Resisting
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Read 1 Thessalonians 3:1–10 
3 So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had tempted you and that our labors might have been in vain.
Timothy’s Encouraging Report
6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.
Now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord.  1 Thessalonians 3:8
An agnostic once challenged evangelist Harry Ironside to a debate. Ironside accepted, but with one condition. The agnostic must bring with him one man and one woman whose lives had been transformed by the power of unbelief: “The sins he once loved, he now hates, and righteousness and goodness are now the ideals of his life…all because he is an agnostic.” For his part, Ironside promised to bring at least 100 people whose lives had been thus transformed by the gospel. The challenger walked away.
The power of the gospel is real, because it’s God’s power. Paul and his team had planted the church in Thessalonica (Acts 17), but due to Jewish hostility they’d had to leave town quickly. This meant they hadn’t had time to teach them the basics of the faith to the extent they would have liked. So behind today’s reading are questions: What’s been happening in Thessalonica? Are the believers there okay? Is the church enduring well?
Timothy had been sent to find out and encourage them (v. 2) and had returned with the good news that they were standing firm (vv. 6–8). The Thessalonian church, turning from their old lives and growing in Christ, was facing intense challenges, including trials (v. 3), persecution (v. 4), and temptations (v. 5). What if they’d been overwhelmed or defeated after Paul’s departure? Then his missionary labors would have been in vain (v. 5).
God had been faithful, however, as Paul knew He would be (v. 8). So why did he express these feelings? To show them how much he loved them and what a fatherly feeling he had toward them. “Now we really live,” he rejoiced (v. 8). Fighting temptation is not only an individual experience but a community one for the church as God’s family!
Go Deeper
How does being a part of a church community help us resist temptation? If you’ve been attending church remotely, we encourage you to return in person. Technology is convenient, but fellowship is better in person (v. 10).
Pray with Us
Jesus, our risen Savior, thank You for saving us into a family of faith, the church, with You as its head and foundation. Thank You that we are not alone, that we can learn from, teach, encourage, and help each other.
Our Daily Bread – 2/26/25
THE JOY OF GIVING
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Read: ACTS 9:36-43
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.
Tabitha ... was always doing good and helping the poor.  ACTS 9:36
On a five-hour flight, a woman vigorously crocheted a sweater.  As she moved her hook in and out of her yarn, she noticed a five-month-old baby who was mesmerized by her motions.  Then the woman got an idea: instead of finishing the sweater she was working on; she would make a hat for her little admirer.  She had to finish the hat in the remaining time of the flight, however-just one hour!  When the woman presented the child's mom with the little hat, the whole family accepted it with joy while the other passengers smiled and applauded.
Surprise gifts are often received with joy.  Whether they're gifts we need or simply want, through them the giver may also show us the kindness of Christ.  In the early church, Tabitha was known for sharing clothes and "always doing good and helping the poor" (ACTS 9:36).  When she died, her beneficiaries displayed "the robes and other clothing that [she) had made .. . them" (v. 39).  They testified about her kindness and how she'd touched their lives.
In a dramatic turn of events, Peter, through the Holy Spirit's power, brought Tabitha back to life (v. 40).  His actions filled those who loved her with joy-and led many others to believe in Christ(v. 42).
Our actions of kindness can be some of the most memorable testifying we do.  As God provides, let's share some surprise gifts with others today. 

KATARA PATTON

Reflect and Pray

What gifts can you share with others?  What has it meant for you to receive gifts of kindness?

Heavenly Father, please remind me to be kind to others sharing my gifts and treasures.

INSIGHT

The phrase "doing good" (ACTS 9:36) also appears in Acts 10:38 where Peter, preaching in the home of Cornelius, summarized the ministry of Jesus: "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and ... he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him."  Tabitha-a disciple of Christ-followed His example of helping those in need by making clothes as a tangible expression of her care (9:39).  Peter, likewise, followed Christ in doing good by using his apostolic gifts.  It's hard to miss the similarities between Acts 9:39-42 and Mark 5:37·43, where Peter had a front row seat at Jairus' house (SEE ALSO LUKE 8:51) when Jesus raised Jairus' daughter from the dead.  After Christ had returned to heaven, His good works continued through those who believed in Him. 

ARTHUR JACKSON
God Calling – 2/26/25
Swift Help
There is nothing lacking in your lives because really all is yours, only you lack the faith to know it. You are like a King's daughters who sit in rags, and yet around them are stores of all they could desire.
Pray for more faith, as a thirsty man in a desert prays for rain, for water. Swift comes My help, swift and strong. Do you know what it is to feel sure that I can never fail you? As sure as you are that you still breathe? How poor his man's faith! So poor. Do you trust Me as much as you would a friend if that friend came and said he would send you help? Pray daily and most diligently that your faith may increase.
"If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, you might say unto this sycamore tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you." Luke 17:6
My Utmost for His Highest – 2/27/25
The Impoverished Ministry of Jesus
[image: The Impoverished Ministry of Jesus]
Where then do You get that living water? —John 4:11
“The well is deep” — and even a great deal deeper than the Samaritan woman knew! (John 4:11). Think of the depths of human nature and human life; think of the depth of the “wells” in you. Have you been limiting, or impoverishing, the ministry of Jesus to the point that He is unable to work in your life? Suppose that you have a deep “well” of hurt and trouble inside your heart, and Jesus comes and says to you, “Let not your heart be troubled…” (John 14:1). Would your response be to shrug your shoulders and say, “But, Lord, the well is too deep, and even You can’t draw up quietness and comfort out of it.” Actually, that is correct. Jesus doesn’t bring anything up from the wells of human nature— He brings them down from above. We limit the Holy One of Israel by remembering only what we have allowed Him to do for us in the past, and also by saying, “Of course, I cannot expect God to do this particular thing.” The thing that approaches the very limits of His power is the very thing we as disciples of Jesus ought to believe He will do. We impoverish and weaken His ministry in us the moment we forget He is almighty. The impoverishment is in us, not in Him. We will come to Jesus for Him to be our comforter or our sympathizer, but we refrain from approaching Him as our Almighty God.
The reason some of us are such poor examples of Christianity is that we have failed to recognize that Christ is almighty. We have Christian attributes and experiences, but there is no abandonment or surrender to Jesus Christ. When we get into difficult circumstances, we impoverish His ministry by saying, “Of course, He can’t do anything about this.” We struggle to reach the bottom of our own well, trying to get water for ourselves. Beware of sitting back, and saying, “It can’t be done.” You will know it can be done if you will look to Jesus. The well of your incompleteness runs deep, but make the effort to look away from yourself and to look toward Him.
Wisdom From Oswald Chambers
We are all based on a conception of importance, either our own importance, or the importance of someone else; Jesus tells us to go and teach based on the revelation of His importance. “All power is given unto Me.… Go ye therefore ….”  So Send I You, 1325 R
CCEL – 2/27/25
[bookmark: _Rom_6_11_0_0]Reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.—ROM. 6:11.
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.—I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
Because I live, ye shall live also.—I give unto them eternal life: and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one. 
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God . . . For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
[bookmark: _Gal_2_19_2_20][bookmark: _John_14_19_0_0][bookmark: _John_10_28_10_30][bookmark: _Col_3_1_0_0][bookmark: _Col_3_3_0_0]John 5:24. -Gal. 2:19,20.John 14:19. -John 10:28-30.Col. 3:1,3.
[bookmark: d0227am-p2.1][bookmark: _Ps_91_9_0_0]“Thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation.” Psalm 91:9
The Israelites in the wilderness were continually exposed to change. Whenever the pillar stayed its motion, the tents were pitched; but tomorrow, ere the morning sun had risen, the trumpet sounded, the ark was in motion, and the fiery, cloudy pillar was leading the way through the narrow defiles of the mountain, up the hill side, or along the arid waste of the wilderness. They had scarcely time to rest a little before they heard the sound of “Away! this is not your rest; you must still be onward journeying towards Canaan!” They were never long in one place. Even wells and palm trees could not detain them. Yet they had an abiding home in their God, his cloudy pillar was their roof-tree, and its flame by night their household fire. They must go onward from place to place, continually changing, never having time to settle, and to say, “Now we are secure; in this place we shall dwell.” “Yet,” says Moses, “though we are always changing, Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place throughout all generations.” The Christian knows no change with regard to God. He may be rich today and poor to-morrow; he may be sickly today and well to-morrow; he may be in happiness today, to-morrow he may be distressed—but there is no change with regard to his relationship to God. If he loved me yesterday, he loves me today. My unmoving mansion of rest is my blessed Lord. Let prospects be blighted; let hopes be blasted; let joy be withered; let mildews destroy everything; I have lost nothing of what I have in God. He is “my strong habitation whereunto I can continually resort.” I am a pilgrim in the world, but at home in my God. In the earth I wander, but in God I dwell in a quiet habitation. 
Word Live – 2/27/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/

Scripture Union – 2/27/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 2/27/25
Temptation, Sin, Restoration
[image: A close up of hands holding each other
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Read Galatians 6:1–6 
Doing Good to All
6 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor.
If someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. Galatians 6:1
No matter how many battles against temptation we win, at some point we’re all going to fall at some point. The Bible reinforces that fact saying that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Is our case hopeless then? And what if our brother or sister in Christ sins? Is our relationship broken forever? As Christ has done—we should fully and freely forgive one another.
In our focus on how to resist temptation, we haven’t talked about what happens if (and when) we sin. Repentance and forgiveness could easily require another study. But as we conclude, we want to point out that when we give in to temptation, it’s not the end of the line. We are deeply grateful that, even though we are sinners, God’s grace remains. Because Jesus died on our behalf, we can confess, repent, accept God’s forgiveness, and resume our walk with the Lord (1 John 1:8–10).
Galatians 1 explains the community side of forgiveness. When a fellow believer has confessed and repented of sin, the church is to restore that person gently (v. 1). But we also need to be careful. Whatever caused them to fall might cause us to fall as well. If we think we’re not at risk because we’re spiritually superior, that’s prideful. Humility and accurate self-knowledge are therefore part of the watchful orientation Paul warns us to take (vv. 3–4).
To “restore” a repentant believer means to return that person to a state of full fellowship. Because of their sin, their fellowship with God and thus with His church was temporarily broken. When they repent, that fellowship is restored. An unrepentant believer, by contrast, is to be excommunicated as a last-ditch attempt to bring them back to the Lord (1 Cor. 5:1–5).
Go Deeper
How do we restore an erring believer back into community? When should that happen and why?
Pray with Us
Lord Jesus, we are deeply grateful that Your grace and forgiveness are available to us as sinners. We are grateful that You are the God of second chances, You pick up and restore a repentant sinner!
Our Daily Bread – 2/27/25
A PATH FORWARD
[image: A wooden signpost with white text
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Read: HOSEA 3
Hosea’s Reconciliation With His Wife
3 The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”
2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels[a] of silver and about a homer and a lethek[b] of barley. 3 Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.”
4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days.
Footnotes
a. Hosea 3:2 That is, about 6 ounces or about 170 grams
b. Hosea 3:2 A homer and a lethek possibly weighed about 430 pounds or about 195 kilograms.
Love [your wife] as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods.  HOSEA 3:1
What do we do? Scott and Bree agonized over how to relate to friends and family members who'd chosen unbiblical ways of life.  As they studied the Scriptures and prayed, a path forward emerged: First, they reinforced their love for their friends and loved ones; second, they expressed what was true and good about them based on God's good design; and third, they shared how they would lovingly interact with them based on Scriptural wisdom,  In time, greater relational trust was built as Scott and Bree extended Christlike love.
Hosea likely wondered how to relate to his wife-a woman whose chosen way of life didn't honor God or him.  God directed the prophet to "show your love to your wife again, though she is ...an adulteress" (HOSEA3:1).  The prophet evidently reinforced his love for her while also expressing what was right and true for them and their relationship before God (v. 3).  His relationship with her symbolized God's own challenge with rebellious ancient Israel.  Though they'd chosen a wrong course, He provided a path forward, telling them His "love will know no bounds" (14:4 NLT) but to choose His ways for they "are right" (V. 9).
As God provides wisdom and discernment, let's continue to extend His love and truth to those who've chosen unbiblical ways .of life.  His example provides the path forward. 
TOM FELTEN

Reflect and Pray

How has God shown love and truth to you?  How can you show God's love and truth to those on unbiblical paths?

Loving God, please help me to reflect Your truth and love to those for from You.

For further study, read Evangelism-Reaching Out through Relationships at DiscoverODB.org.

INSIGHT
The fourteen chapters of Hosea comprise one of the stranger books of the Bible. Why would God command His prophet Hosea to "marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her" (HOSEA 1:2)?  The answer comes in the first chapter: "for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the LORD" (V. 2).  God intended Hosea's publicly disastrous marriage to be a vivid depiction to the people of what they were doing to Him by engaging in obscene idolatry.  He said of them, "She will chase after her lovers" (2:7).  Yet God would bring the people back from exile.  Hosea 3 anticipates a day when Israel "will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king.  They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days" (v. 5). God will always love them, as Hosea loved his wife. 

TIM GUSTAFSON
God Calling – 2/27/25
Spirit Sounds
Take time for prayer. Take more time to be alone with Me. So only will you prosper.
Realize that the hearing of Spirit Sounds is more than the hearing of all earth's noises. I am with you. Let that content you, nay, more, let that fill you with rapture.
Seek sometimes not even to hear Me. Seek a silence of spirit-understanding with Me. Be not afraid. All is well. Dwell much on what I did, as well as what I said.
Remember, I "touched her hand, and the fever left her." Not many words, just a moment's contact and all fever left her. She was well, whole, calm, able to arise and "minister unto them."
My touch is still a potent healer. Just feel that touch. Since My Presence, and the fever of work and care and fear just melts into nothingness -- and health, joy, peace, take its place.
"For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole." Matthew 9:21
My Utmost for His Highest – 2/28/25
“Do You Now Believe?”
[image: 28-770x468]
"By this we believe…." Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe?" —John 16:30-31
“Now we believe….” But Jesus asks, “Do you…? Indeed the hour is coming…that you…will leave Me alone” (John 16:31-32). Many Christian workers have left Jesus Christ alone and yet tried to serve Him out of a sense of duty, or because they sense a need as a result of their own discernment. The reason for this is actually the absence of the resurrection life of Jesus. Our soul has gotten out of intimate contact with God by leaning on our own religious understanding (see Proverbs 3:5-6). This is not deliberate sin and there is no punishment attached to it. But once a person realizes how he has hindered his understanding of Jesus Christ, and caused uncertainties, sorrows, and difficulties for himself, it is with shame and remorse that he has to return.
We need to rely on the resurrection life of Jesus on a much deeper level than we do now. We should get in the habit of continually seeking His counsel on everything, instead of making our own commonsense decisions and then asking Him to bless them. He cannot bless them; it is not in His realm to do so, and those decisions are severed from reality. If we do something simply out of a sense of duty, we are trying to live up to a standard that competes with Jesus Christ. We become a prideful, arrogant person, thinking we know what to do in every situation. We have put our sense of duty on the throne of our life, instead of enthroning the resurrection life of Jesus. We are not told to “walk in the light” of our conscience or in the light of a sense of duty, but to “walk in the light as He is in the light…” (1 John 1:7). When we do something out of a sense of duty, it is easy to explain the reasons for our actions to others. But when we do something out of obedience to the Lord, there can be no other explanation— just obedience. That is why a saint can be so easily ridiculed and misunderstood.
Wisdom From Oswald Chambers
The great word of Jesus to His disciples is Abandon. When God has brought us into the relationship of disciples, we have to venture on His word; trust entirely to Him and watch that when He brings us to the venture, we take it. Studies in the Sermon on the Mount
CCEL – 2/28/25
[bookmark: _John_3_16_0_0]God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.—JOHN 3:16.
God . . . hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
[bookmark: _1John_4_8_4_11]II Cor. 5:18-21. -I John 4:8-11.
[bookmark: d0228am-p2.1][bookmark: _Ps_62_5_0_0]“My expectation is from him.”  Psalm 62:5
It is the believer’s privilege to use this language. If he is looking for aught from the world, it is a poor “expectation” indeed. But if he looks to God for the supply of his wants, whether in temporal or spiritual blessings, his “expectation” will not be a vain one. Constantly he may draw from the bank of faith, and get his need supplied out of the riches of God’s lovingkindness. This I know, I had rather have God for my banker than all the Rothschilds. My Lord never fails to honour his promises; and when we bring them to his throne, he never sends them back unanswered. Therefore I will wait only at his door, for he ever opens it with the hand of munificent grace. At this hour I will try him anew. But we have “expectations” beyond this life. We shall die soon; and then our “expectation is from him.” Do we not expect that when we lie upon the bed of sickness he will send angels to carry us to his bosom? We believe that when the pulse is faint, and the heart heaves heavily, some angelic messenger shall stand and look with loving eyes upon us, and whisper, “Sister spirit, come away!” As we approach the heavenly gate, we expect to hear the welcome invitation, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” We are expecting harps of gold and crowns of glory; we are hoping soon to be amongst the multitude of shining ones before the throne; we are looking forward and longing for the time when we shall be like our glorious Lord—for “We shall see him as he is.” Then if these be thine “expectations,” O my soul, live for God; live with the desire and resolve to glorify him from whom cometh all thy supplies, and of whose grace in thy election, redemption, and calling, it is that thou hast any “expectation” of coming glory. 
Word Live – 2/28/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/

Scripture Union – 2/28/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 2/28/25
Conquering Temptation
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Read Luke 4:1–13 
Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness
4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted[a] by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’[b]”
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”
8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’[c]”
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you
    to guard you carefully;
11 they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[d]”
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’[e]”
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.
Footnotes
a) Luke 4:2 The Greek for tempted can also mean tested.
b) Luke 4:4 Deut. 8:3
c) Luke 4:8 Deut. 6:13
d) Luke 4:11 Psalm 91:11,12
e) Luke 4:12 Deut. 6:16
In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Romans 8:37
“What a friend we have in Jesus,” I’ve sung many times. “All our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer!”
Following and imitating Christ is the key to fighting temptation. In closing out this study, we return to the start of the public ministry of Jesus and His temptation in the wilderness. Notice that Jesus quoted Scripture against every temptation. He was utterly committed to His Father’s will, plan, and glory—this was the heart of His resistance to temptation. He recognized clearly that the temptations came from Satan who cares about none of those things.
Jesus also knew that the devil wouldn’t give up (v. 13). In the same way, we need to understand that any and all victories over temptation are temporary. Satan might shift tactics or target areas, but he’ll be back one way or another. And as long as we’re in the process of sanctification, our “flesh” or “sin nature” will pull us in the wrong direction.
On the road to Christlikeness, following and imitating Christ is the best and truly only way to cultivate that same utter commitment to the Father’s will, plan, and glory. Jesus was “full of the Holy Spirit” (v. 1), which is our goal as well. We’re to “be filled with the Spirit,” concrete marks of which include music, gratitude, and submission (Eph. 5:18–21). As we fight the good fight, remember that “we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37)!
Go Deeper
What have you learned his month about resisting temptation? What truths will you put into practice in the days and weeks ahead.
Pray with Us
Father, thank You for everything we learned this month from Your Word. Thank You that in Your Son we have victory over temptation and sin, that there’s more to life than the brokenness of this world. We praise Your holy name!
Our Daily Bread – 2/28/25
PEACE OF CHRIST
[image: A landscape with a river and trees
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Read: COLOSSIANS 3:8-17
8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
As members of one body you were called to peace.  COLOSSIANS 3:15
Would they win by arguing?  Never, a small-town leader warned residents in Adirondack Park, where a pitched battle between environmentalists and small-business owners ignited the "Adirondack Wars."  The name described their fight whether to save the area's pristine wilderness in upstate New York or develop it.
"Go back wherever you came from!" a local leader had shouted at an environmentalist.  But soon a new message emerged: “Don't yell at each other.  Try to talk to each other." A Common Ground Alliance was formed to build bridges between warring factions.  Civic dialogue led to progress-with nearly a million acres of wild land protected even as Adirondack towns grew more prosperous than they'd been in twenty years.
Peaceful coexistence is a start, but Paul taught something even better.  To the new believers in Colossae, he said, "Rid yourselves of ... anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips" (COLOSSIANS 3:8).  Paul urged them to exchange their old ways for a new nature in Christ: "Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience," he wrote (V. 12).
The invitation is offered today to all believers: surrender our old, cantankerous lives to new life in Christ.  "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace" (v. 15).  Then, in our peace, the world will see Jesus.

PATRICIA RAYBON

Reflect and Pray

Whom could you forgive today?  With whom can you make peace?

Dear God, when my old life erupts in anger; please grant me new peace in You.

Visit ODBU.org/SF107 to discover more on the healing power of forgiveness,

INSIGHT

Paul wrote to the Colossian church to correct false teaching about Jesus and to instruct us how to live "worthy of the lord"-fruitful and faithful lives that "please him in every way" (1:10).  The apostle emphasizes the supremacy of Christ in creation, redemption, and the church (CHS. 1-2).  He then calls for Jesus to be supreme in their lives (CHS.3·4).  Using the metaphors of putting on and taking off clothes, Paul says to live a transformed life-a Christlike life reflecting His character (3:1-17).  The apostle lists various sins that believers must "put to death" (V. 5): "sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed .. . anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language"(vv.5,8).  Then he instructs believers to replace them with the Christ honoring virtues of "compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience" (v. 12).  We're to "bear with each other and forgive one another" (V, 13) and envelop everything in love (v. 14). 

By: K. T. Sim
God Calling – 2/28/25
Perfect Work
Spend more time alone with Me.
A strength and a Joy come from such times that will add much to your friendship, and much to your work.
Times of prayer are times of growth. Cut those times short and many well-filled hours of work may be profitless. Heaven's values are so different from the values of earth.
Remember that from the point of view of the Great Worker, one poor tool, working all the time, but doing bad work, is of small value compared with the sharp, keen, perfect instrument, used only a short time, but which turns out perfect work.
UPHILL
Does the road wind uphill all the way?
Yes, to the very end,
Will the journey take the whole long day?
From morn to night, my friend.
 -- C. G. Rossetti
 
"And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed." Mark 1:35
My Utmost for His Highest – 3/1/25
The Piercing Question
[image: The Piercing Question]

Do you love Me? —John 21:17

Peter’s response to this piercing question is considerably different from the bold defiance he exhibited only a few days before when he declared, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” (Matthew 26:35; also see Matthew 26:33-34). Our natural individuality, or our natural self, boldly speaks out and declares its feelings. But the true love within our inner spiritual self can be discovered only by experiencing the hurt of this question of Jesus Christ. Peter loved Jesus in the way any natural man loves a good person. Yet that is nothing but emotional love. It may reach deeply into our natural self, but it never penetrates to the spirit of a person. True love never simply declares itself. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men [that is, confesses his love by everything he does, not merely by his words], him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God” (Luke 12:8).

Unless we are experiencing the hurt of facing every deception about ourselves, we have hindered the work of the Word of God in our lives. The Word of God inflicts hurt on us more than sin ever could, because sin dulls our senses. But this question of the Lord intensifies our sensitivities to the point that this hurt produced by Jesus is the most exquisite pain conceivable. It hurts not only on the natural level, but also on the deeper spiritual level. “For the Word of God is living and powerful…, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit…”— to the point that no deception can remain (Hebrews 4:12). When the Lord asks us this question, it is impossible to think and respond properly, because when the Lord speaks directly to us, the pain is too intense. It causes such a tremendous hurt that any part of our life which may be out of line with His will can feel the pain. There is never any mistaking the pain of the Lord’s Word by His children, but the moment that pain is felt is the very moment at which God reveals His truth to us.
Wisdom From Oswald Chambers
It is impossible to read too much, but always keep before you why you read. Remember that “the need to receive, recognize, and rely on the Holy Spirit” is before all else. Approved Unto God, 11 L
CCEL – 3/1/25
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The fruit of the Spirit is love.—GAL. 5:22.
God is love: and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.—The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.—Unto you . . . which believe he is precious.—We love him, because he first loved us.—The love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 
Ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.—This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.—Above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.—Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
I John 4:16. -Rom. 5:5. -I Pet. 2:7. -I John 4:19. -II Cor. 5:14,15.I Thes. 4:9. -John 15:12. -I Pet. 4:8. -Eph. 5:2.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7][bookmark: bookmark=id.1fob9te]“Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.” Song of Solomon 4:16

Anything is better than the dead calm of indifference. Our souls may wisely desire the north wind of trouble if that alone can be sanctified to the drawing forth of the perfume of our graces. So long as it cannot be said, “The Lord was not in the wind,” we will not shrink from the most wintry blast that ever blew upon plants of grace. Did not the spouse in this verse humbly submit herself to the reproofs of her Beloved; only entreating him to send forth his grace in some form, and making no stipulation as to the peculiar manner in which it should come? Did she not, like ourselves, become so utterly weary of deadness and unholy calm that she sighed for any visitation which would brace her to action? Yet she desires the warm south wind of comfort, too, the smiles of divine love, the joy of the Redeemer’s presence; these are often mightily effectual to arouse our sluggish life. She desires either one or the other, or both; so that she may but be able to delight her Beloved with the spices of her garden. She cannot endure to be unprofitable, nor can we. How cheering a thought that Jesus can find comfort in our poor feeble graces. Can it be? It seems far too good to be true. Well may we court trial or even death itself if we shall thereby be aided to make glad Immanuel’s heart. O that our heart were crushed to atoms if only by such bruising our sweet Lord Jesus could be glorified. Graces unexercised are as sweet perfumes slumbering in the cups of the flowers: the wisdom of the great Husbandman overrules diverse and opposite causes to produce the one desired result, and makes both affliction and consolation draw forth the grateful odours of faith, love, patience, hope, resignation, joy, and the other fair flowers of the garden. May we know by sweet experience, what this means. 
Word Live – 3/1/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/

Scripture Union –3/1/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 3/1/25
Remember and Believe
[image: ]
Read Deuteronomy 1 :1-46
The Command to Leave Horeb
1 These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the wilderness east of the Jordan—that is, in the Arabah—opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth and Dizahab. 2 (It takes eleven days to go from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea by the Mount Seir road.)
3 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses proclaimed to the Israelites all that the LORD had commanded him concerning them. 4 This was after he had defeated Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, and at Edrei had defeated Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth.
5 East of the Jordan in the territory of Moab, Moses began to expound this law, saying:
6 The LORD our God said to us at Horeb, “You have stayed long enough at this mountain. 7 Break camp and advance into the hill country of the Amorites; go to all the neighboring peoples in the Arabah, in the mountains, in the western foothills, in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the Euphrates. 8 See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the LORD swore he would give to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and to their descendants after them.”
The Appointment of Leaders
9 At that time I said to you, “You are too heavy a burden for me to carry alone. 10 The LORD your God has increased your numbers so that today you are as numerous as the stars in the sky. 11 May the LORD, the God of your ancestors, increase you a thousand times and bless you as he has promised! 12 But how can I bear your problems and your burdens and your disputes all by myself? 13 Choose some wise, understanding and respected men from each of your tribes, and I will set them over you.”
14 You answered me, “What you propose to do is good.”
15 So I took the leading men of your tribes, wise and respected men, and appointed them to have authority over you—as commanders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens and as tribal officials. 16 And I charged your judges at that time, “Hear the disputes between your people and judge fairly, whether the case is between two Israelites or between an Israelite and a foreigner residing among you. 17 Do not show partiality in judging; hear both small and great alike. Do not be afraid of anyone, for judgment belongs to God. Bring me any case too hard for you, and I will hear it.” 18 And at that time I told you everything you were to do.
Spies Sent Out
19 Then, as the LORD our God commanded us, we set out from Horeb and went toward the hill country of the Amorites through all that vast and dreadful wilderness that you have seen, and so we reached Kadesh Barnea. 20 Then I said to you, “You have reached the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is giving us. 21 See, the LORD your God has given you the land. Go up and take possession of it as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, told you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”
22 Then all of you came to me and said, “Let us send men ahead to spy out the land for us and bring back a report about the route we are to take and the towns we will come to.”
23 The idea seemed good to me; so I selected twelve of you, one man from each tribe. 24 They left and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshkol and explored it. 25 Taking with them some of the fruit of the land, they brought it down to us and reported, “It is a good land that the LORD our God is giving us.”
Rebellion Against the LORD
26 But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. 27 You grumbled in your tents and said, “The LORD hates us; so he brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us. 28 Where can we go? Our brothers have made our hearts melt in fear. They say, ‘The people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to the sky. We even saw the Anakites there.’”
29 Then I said to you, “Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. 30 The LORD your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, 31 and in the wilderness. There you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this place.”
32 In spite of this, you did not trust in the LORD your God, 33 who went ahead of you on your journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for you to camp and to show you the way you should go.
34 When the LORD heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly swore: 35 “No one from this evil generation shall see the good land I swore to give your ancestors, 36 except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his descendants the land he set his feet on, because he followed the LORD wholeheartedly.”
37 Because of you the LORD became angry with me also and said, “You shall not enter it, either. 38 But your assistant, Joshua son of Nun, will enter it. Encourage him, because he will lead Israel to inherit it. 39 And the little ones that you said would be taken captive, your children who do not yet know good from bad—they will enter the land. I will give it to them and they will take possession of it. 40 But as for you, turn around and set out toward the desert along the route to the Red Sea.[a]”
41 Then you replied, “We have sinned against the LORD. We will go up and fight, as the LORD our God commanded us.” So every one of you put on his weapons, thinking it easy to go up into the hill country.
42 But the LORD said to me, “Tell them, ‘Do not go up and fight, because I will not be with you. You will be defeated by your enemies.’”
43 So I told you, but you would not listen. You rebelled against the LORD’s command and in your arrogance you marched up into the hill country. 44 The Amorites who lived in those hills came out against you; they chased you like a swarm of bees and beat you down from Seir all the way to Hormah. 45 You came back and wept before the LORD, but he paid no attention to your weeping and turned a deaf ear to you. 46 And so you stayed in Kadesh many days—all the time you spent there.
Footnotes
a. Deuteronomy 1:40  Or the Sea of Reeds

The LOIIO your God has increased your numbers so that today you are as numerous as the stars in the sky.-Deuteronomy 1:10

Forgetfulness is part of human nature.  God understands this.  Throughout Scripture He has built systems and structures to help us remember important truths.  For example, after Jesus died for our sin and rose again, He instituted the Lord's Supper to help the church remember this precious truth.
Today we begin our journey through the book of Deuteronomy.  Deuteronomy is different than the other books of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament).  It is essentially one long sermon that Moses preached to the people of Israel as they were poised to enter the Promised Land.  The generation Moses was speaking to was not the original generation that had fled Egypt  They failed to enter the Promised land because of their unbelief.  This message was spoken to the next generation.  Moses would not be going with them, so he wanted to leave them with important parting words (v. 5).
Much of the book of Deuteronomy is a call for Israel to remember who God is and who they were as His people.  In this first chapter, Israel would remember that God had given them a mission.  They were to enter and take possession of the Promised Land (v. 8).  God had been faithful to deliver Israel from Egypt and He had equipped them with good leadership (vv.9- 18).  However, the people had been rebellious and grumbled against the Lord (vv. 2&-27).  Because of this, the Lord had judged them with forty years of wandering.
Sometimes we forget what the Lord has done.  Scripture reading,  sermons, and communion help us remember.  For the apostle Peter, reminding people of Christ's work was one of his main goals: "And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things' (2 Peter 1:15).

Go Deeper

What is the general purpose and format of Deuteronomy?  Why is remembering what God has done important to your faith journey?

Pray with Us

Father, give us a deeper understanding of Your law.  Help us understand how it applies to us today.  May we never forget Your love and what You have done for us on our life journey.
Our Daily Bread – 3/1/25
UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE
[image: Several books on a shelf
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The Bible has been translated into many languages from the biblical languages of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. As of November 2024 the whole Bible has been translated into 756 languages, the New Testament has been translated into an additional 1,726 languages, and smaller portions of the Bible have been translated into 1,274 other languages according to Wycliffe Global Alliance. Thus, at least some portions of the Bible have been translated into 3,756 languages

Read: 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-16
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
The word of God is alive and active .... [It) judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  HEBREWS 4:12

HOW important is the Bible?  It's so vital that people in many countries risk their lives to translate it into their native languages.  Often, these are ordinary believers in Jesus who face arrest for translating the words of Scripture into a heart language others can understand.

One female translator from a country hostile to believers in Jesus said, “I must complete this work.  I want to see my beloved ones experience salvation in Christ,”  And a man who organizes regular citizens to clandestinely translate Scripture explains that the Bible is essential to growing mature believers in local churches: “You can start a church, but ... [without) the Bible in its heart language, it will typically only last one generation."

Why are they doing this?  Because there's no other book like the Bible.  Its preservation through the centuries is unique.  Its authenticity and its representation of the human heart is accurate.  It's "alive and active ... [and) judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart" (HEBREWS 4:12).  And "all Scripture is God-breathed" (2 TIMOTHY 3:16), inspired by Him.  And most important, it reveals the source and reality of "salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" (V. 15).

Let's read, cherish, and live by the Scriptures.  And as God provides, let's help those around the world receive it and understand it. 

DAVE BRANON

Reflect and Pray

What's your favorite aspect of the Bible?  How can you help others understand it better?

Dear God, thank You for the Scriptures and for the privilege of sharing them with others.

For further study, read The Hard Task of Reading Well at DiscoverODB.org.

INSIGHT

The inspiration of the Scriptures is an astonishing concept to consider.  God, in His matchless wisdom, breathed out the words of the Bible by the Holy Spirit (2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17; SEE MATTHEW 22:43) while utilizing the personalities, experiences, and even vocabularies of the individual writers.  Over a span of about fifteen hundred years, God used forty different writers to produce a book that has a single and clearly coherent message: God's love and rescue of His lost and broken creation.  More specifically, that message focuses on the rescuer, Jesus Himself.  The Old Testament points to and prepares the way for Him, and the New Testament explains His person and work.  The Bible is so much more than a collection of sixty-six random books of religious history.  It's a cohesive message of redeeming grace, accomplished through Christ.
Visit ODBU.org/Bll0S to discover more about the Bible.
BILL CROWDER
God Calling – 3/1/25
Shower Love
[image: m_elephantrock_newzealand]
I always hear your cry. No sound escapes Me.
Many, many in the world cry to Me, but oh! how few wait to hear Me speak to them and yet to the soul, My speaking to it matters so much.
My words are Life. Think then, to hear Me speak is to find Life, and healing and strength. Trust Me in all things. Love showered on all brings truly a quick return.
Just carry out My wishes and leave Me to carry out yours. Treat Me as Savior and King, but also with the tender intimacy of One much beloved.
Keep to the rules I have laid down for you, persistently, perseveringly, lovingly, patiently, hopefully, and in faith, and every mountain of difficulty shall be laid low, the rough places of poverty shall be made smooth, and all who know you shall know that I, your Lord, am the Lord.
Shower love.
"The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth." - Psalm 34:17
My Utmost for His Highest – 3/2/25
Have You Felt the Pain Inflicted by the Lord?
[image: Have You Felt the Pain Inflicted by the Lord?]

He said to him the third time, "…do you love Me?" —John 21:17

Have you ever felt the pain, inflicted by the Lord, at the very center of your being, deep down in the most sensitive area of your life? The devil never inflicts pain there, and neither can sin nor human emotions. Nothing can cut through to that part of our being but the Word of God. “Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ ” Yet he was awakened to the fact that at the center of his personal life he was devoted to Jesus. And then he began to see what Jesus’ patient questioning meant. There was not the slightest bit of doubt left in Peter’s mind; he could never be deceived again. And there was no need for an impassioned response; no need for immediate action or an emotional display. It was a revelation to him to realize how much he did love the Lord, and with amazement he simply said, “Lord, You know all things….” Peter began to see how very much he did love Jesus, and there was no need to say, “Look at this or that as proof of my love.” Peter was beginning to discover within himself just how much he really did love the Lord. He discovered that his eyes were so fixed on Jesus Christ that he saw no one else in heaven above or on the earth below. But he did not know it until the probing, hurting questions of the Lord were asked. The Lord’s questions always reveal the true me to myself.
Oh, the wonder of the patient directness and skill of Jesus Christ with Peter! Our Lord never asks questions until the perfect time. Rarely, but probably once in each of our lives, He will back us into a corner where He will hurt us with His piercing questions. Then we will realize that we do love Him far more deeply than our words can ever say.
Wisdom From Oswald Chambers
Jesus Christ is always unyielding to my claim to my right to myself. The one essential element in all our Lord’s teaching about discipleship is abandon, no calculation, no trace of self-interest. Disciples Indeed, 395 L
CCEL – 3/2/25
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.—GEN. 41:52.
Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 
Now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.—The Lord stood with me, and strengthened me. 
Let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 
II Cor. 1:3-5.I Pet. 1:6,7-II Tim 4:17.I Pet. 4:19.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf][bookmark: bookmark=id.3dy6vkm]“But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock.”  1 Samuel 13:20

We are engaged in a great war with the Philistines of evil. Every weapon within our reach must be used. Preaching, teaching, praying, giving, all must be brought into action, and talents which have been thought too mean for service, must now be employed. Coulter, and axe, and mattock, may all be useful in slaying Philistines; rough tools may deal hard blows, and killing need not be elegantly done, so long as it is done effectually. Each moment of time, in season or out of season; each fragment of ability, educated or untutored; each opportunity, favourable or unfavourable, must be used, for our foes are many and our force but slender. 

Most of our tools want sharpening; we need quickness of perception, tact, energy, promptness, in a word, complete adaptation for the Lord’s work. Practical common sense is a very scarce thing among the conductors of Christian enterprises. We might learn from our enemies if we would, and so make the Philistines sharpen our weapons. This morning let us note enough to sharpen our zeal during this day by the aid of the Holy Spirit. See the energy of the Papists, how they compass sea and land to make one proselyte, are they to monopolize all the earnestness? Mark the heathen devotees, what tortures they endure in the service of their idols! are they alone to exhibit patience and self-sacrifice? Observe the prince of darkness, how persevering in his endeavours, how unabashed in his attempts, how daring in his plans, how thoughtful in his plots, how energetic in all! The devils are united as one man in their infamous rebellion, while we believers in Jesus are divided in our service of God, and scarcely ever work with unanimity. O that from Satan’s infernal industry we may learn to go about like good Samaritans, seeking whom we may bless! 
Word Live – 3/2/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 3/2/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 3/2/25
Remembering the Journey
Read Deuteronomy 2:1-37
Wanderings in the Wilderness
2 Then we turned back and set out toward the wilderness along the route to the Red Sea,[a] as the LORD had directed me. For a long time we made our way around the hill country of Seir.
2 Then the LORD said to me, 3 “You have made your way around this hill country long enough; now turn north. 4 Give the people these orders: ‘You are about to pass through the territory of your relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. They will be afraid of you, but be very careful. 5 Do not provoke them to war, for I will not give you any of their land, not even enough to put your foot on. I have given Esau the hill country of Seir as his own. 6 You are to pay them in silver for the food you eat and the water you drink.’”
7 The LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything.
8 So we went on past our relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. We turned from the Arabah road, which comes up from Elath and Ezion Geber, and traveled along the desert road of Moab.
9 Then the LORD said to me, “Do not harass the Moabites or provoke them to war, for I will not give you any part of their land. I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as a possession.”
10 (The Emites used to live there—a people strong and numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. 11 Like the Anakites, they too were considered Rephaites, but the Moabites called them Emites. 12 Horites used to live in Seir, but the descendants of Esau drove them out. They destroyed the Horites from before them and settled in their place, just as Israel did in the land the LORD gave them as their possession.)
13 And the LORD said, “Now get up and cross the Zered Valley.” So we crossed the valley.
14 Thirty-eight years passed from the time we left Kadesh Barnea until we crossed the Zered Valley. By then, that entire generation of fighting men had perished from the camp, as the LORD had sworn to them. 15 The LORD’s hand was against them until he had completely eliminated them from the camp.
16 Now when the last of these fighting men among the people had died, 17 the LORD said to me, 18 “Today you are to pass by the region of Moab at Ar. 19 When you come to the Ammonites, do not harass them or provoke them to war, for I will not give you possession of any land belonging to the Ammonites. I have given it as a possession to the descendants of Lot.”
20 (That too was considered a land of the Rephaites, who used to live there; but the Ammonites called them Zamzummites. 21 They were a people strong and numerous, and as tall as the Anakites. The LORD destroyed them from before the Ammonites, who drove them out and settled in their place. 22 The LORD had done the same for the descendants of Esau, who lived in Seir, when he destroyed the Horites from before them. They drove them out and have lived in their place to this day. 23 And as for the Avvites who lived in villages as far as Gaza, the Caphtorites coming out from Caphtor[b] destroyed them and settled in their place.)
Defeat of Sihon King of Heshbon
24 “Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge. See, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his country. Begin to take possession of it and engage him in battle. 25 This very day I will begin to put the terror and fear of you on all the nations under heaven. They will hear reports of you and will tremble and be in anguish because of you.”
26 From the Desert of Kedemoth I sent messengers to Sihon king of Heshbon offering peace and saying, 27 “Let us pass through your country. We will stay on the main road; we will not turn aside to the right or to the left. 28 Sell us food to eat and water to drink for their price in silver. Only let us pass through on foot— 29 as the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir, and the Moabites, who live in Ar, did for us—until we cross the Jordan into the land the LORD our God is giving us.” 30 But Sihon king of Heshbon refused to let us pass through. For the LORD your God had made his spirit stubborn and his heart obstinate in order to give him into your hands, as he has now done.
31 The LORD said to me, “See, I have begun to deliver Sihon and his country over to you. Now begin to conquer and possess his land.”
32 When Sihon and all his army came out to meet us in battle at Jahaz, 33 the LORD our God delivered him over to us and we struck him down, together with his sons and his whole army. 34 At that time we took all his towns and completely destroyed[c] them—men, women and children. We left no survivors. 35 But the livestock and the plunder from the towns we had captured we carried off for ourselves. 36 From Aroer on the rim of the Arnon Gorge, and from the town in the gorge, even as far as Gilead, not one town was too strong for us. The LORD our God gave us all of them. 37 But in accordance with the command of the LORD our God, you did not encroach on any of the land of the Ammonites, neither the land along the course of the Jabbok nor that around the towns in the hills.
Footnotes
a. Deuteronomy 2:1 Or the Sea of Reeds
b. Deuteronomy 2:23 That is, Crete
c. Deuteronomy 2:34 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the LORD, often by totally destroying them.
These forty years the LORD your God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything. Deuteronomy 2:7
This past year I attended a high school graduation ceremony.  They had two students speak.  The first student told stories about their shared high school experience.  The second student reflected on the future. 
In this section of Deuteronomy, Moses acts more like the first student.  He reminds Israel how they got to this point-on the edge of the Promised land-and after years in the wilderness.  
First, Moses reminds them that the Lord is the God of all peoples and nations.  For Israel to get to the Promised land, they had to travel through Edom and Moab (vv . 4, 8).  The Lord instructed Israel not to fight with them or take their land because He had given it to them (vv. 5, 9).  The Lord acted like the patron deity of these two nations, even though they worshiped other gods!
Second, God cared for Israel and showed them grace even in judgment.  Israel had been condemned to wander for forty years.  Yet Moses reminded the people, "God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything" (v. 7).
Third, God is faithful in keeping His 'promises and in carrying through with His threats.  God had promised to deliver the land of Canaan to Israel, and He would do it.  God had also promised that the rebellious Exodus generation would die in the wilderness, and they did (v. 16).  Both God's promises and warnings need to be taken to heart.
Finally, God would go before Israel into Canaan (v. 25).  For Israel the task must have seemed daunting.  But their success did not depend upon their ability, but on God's provision. The same is true for us today.  The church can fulfill God's mission because He is with us every step of the way (Matt. 28:18-20).
Go Deeper
How does remembering our past experiences strengthen our faith journey?  Take time to reflect on what God has done in your past.

Pray with Us

Lord, You went with and before Israel in the wilderness!  Thank You for the powerful reminder in today's reading that You never abandon Your people.  We are grateful for Your loving presence in our lives.
Our Daily Bread – 3/2/25
JESUS-OUR PLACE OF REST
[image: A house with a fence and trees
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Read: PSALM 32:1-7
Of David. A maskil.[a]
1 Blessed is the one
    whose transgressions are forgiven,
    whose sins are covered.
2 Blessed is the one
    whose sin the LORD does not count against them
    and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3 When I kept silent,
    my bones wasted away
    through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night
    your hand was heavy on me;
my strength was sapped
    as in the heat of summer.[b]
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you
    and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess
    my transgressions to the LORD.”
And you forgave
    the guilt of my sin.
6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you
    while you may be found;
surely the rising of the mighty waters
    will not reach them.
7 You are my hiding place;
    you will protect me from trouble
    and surround me with songs of deliverance.
Footnotes
a. Psalm 32:1 Title: Probably a literary or musical term
b. Psalm 32:4 The Hebrew has Selah (a word of uncertain meaning) here and at the end of verses 5 and 7.
Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  MATTHEW 11:29
In 1943, a camp in rural Maryland called Shangri-La was purchased as a retreat for US President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  Rustic, quiet, and remote, it provided "an opportunity for solitude and tranquility," according to the White House website, "as well as an ideal place to work and host foreign leaders."  When Dwight Eisenhower became president, he renamed this retreat Camp David in honor of his father and his grandson, and the name stuck.  Aside from increased security measures, there has been very little modernizing of the camp.  It remains the perfect place for US presidents and their families to escape and rest.
Believers in Jesus also have a retreat where we can find rest in the midst of our turbulent world.  In Psalm 32:7, King David wrote, "You [God) are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance."  David  recognized that God was his true place of safety.
Jesus welcomes us to find rest and restoration in Him.  He says, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls" (MATTHEW ll:28-29).
He can be our place of rest anytime, every time, and all the time.

BILL CROWDER

Reflect and Pray
What robs you of peace and rest?  How might you seek to find rest In Jesus?

Loving God, I'm tired.  This world is tough, and sometimes I feel like the very life is drained from me.  Please help me to be more intentional about coming to You and finding rest in Your gracious presence.

Visit ODBU.org/SF120 to discover how prayer can help you find peace and rest.

INSIGHT
Psalm 32 has traditionally been classified as one of seven penitential (repentant) psalms. Other psalms in this category are Psalms 6, 38,51,102, 130, and 143.  In Psalm 32, the psalmist acknowledges the serious impact of unconfessed sin on the body: "When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long .... My strength was sapped as in the heat of summer" (vv 3-4).  This emphasis on the impact of sin on our bodies can be found in other psalms of repentance.  In Psalm 38, for example, we read, "Because of your wrath there is no health in my body" (V 3).  The focus in Psalm 32, however, is the joy and peace to be found for all who turn to God for forgiveness (vv. 1-2, 5).
Visit ODBU.org/learning-library/shalom-peace to learn more about the true meaning of biblical peace. 

By: Monica La Rose
God Calling – 3/2/25
Spirit Words
[image: M_GO56]
"The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."
Just as much as the words I spoke to My disciples of old. This is your reward for not seeking spirit-communication through a medium. Those who do it can never know the ecstasy, the wonder, of spirit-communication as you know it.
Life, Joy, Peace, and Healing are yours in very full measure. You will see this as you go on. At first, you can hardly credit the powers I am bestowing on you.
I sent My disciples out two by two, and gave them power over unclean spirits, and to heal all manner of diseases.
Wonderful indeed must it have been to St. Peter to feel suddenly that His Lord's power was his.
"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. - John 4:24
My Utmost for His Highest – 3/3/25
His Commission to Us
[image: His Commission to Us]

Feed My sheep. —John 21:17

This is love in the making. The love of God is not created— it is His nature. When we receive the life of Christ through the Holy Spirit, He unites us with God so that His love is demonstrated in us. The goal of the indwelling Holy Spirit is not just to unite us with God, but to do it in such a way that we will be one with the Father in exactly the same way Jesus was. And what kind of oneness did Jesus Christ have with the Father? He had such a oneness with the Father that He was obedient when His Father sent Him down here to be poured out for us. And He says to us, “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21).

Peter now realizes that he does love Him, due to the revelation that came with the Lord’s piercing question. The Lord’s next point is— “Pour yourself out. Don’t testify about how much you love Me and don’t talk about the wonderful revelation you have had, just ‘Feed My sheep.’ ” Jesus has some extraordinarily peculiar sheep: some that are unkempt and dirty, some that are awkward or pushy, and some that have gone astray! But it is impossible to exhaust God’s love, and it is impossible to exhaust my love if it flows from the Spirit of God within me. The love of God pays no attention to my prejudices caused by my natural individuality. If I love my Lord, I have no business being guided by natural emotions— I have to feed His sheep. We will not be delivered or released from His commission to us. Beware of counterfeiting the love of God by following your own natural human emotions, sympathies, or understandings. That will only serve to revile and abuse the true love of God.
Wisdom From Oswald Chambers
Re-state to yourself what you believe, then do away with as much of it as possible, and get back to the bedrock of the Cross of Christ.  My Utmost for His Highest, November 25, 848 R
CCEL – 3/3/25
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.—PROV. 3:5,6.
Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us.
I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about.—Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 
If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth. 
Psa. 62:8.Psa. 32:8-10. -Isa. 30:21.Exo. 33:15,16.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn][bookmark: bookmark=id.17dp8vu]“I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.”  Isaiah 48:10

Comfort thyself, tried believer, with this thought: God saith, “I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.” Does not the word come like a soft shower, assuaging the fury of the flame? Yea, is it not an asbestos armour, against which the heat hath no power? Let affliction come—God has chosen me. Poverty, thou mayst stride in at my door, but God is in the house already, and he has chosen me. Sickness, thou mayst intrude, but I have a balsam ready—God has chosen me. Whatever befalls me in this vale of tears, I know that he has “chosen” me. If, believer, thou requirest still greater comfort, remember that you have the Son of Man with you in the furnace. In that silent chamber of yours, there sitteth by your side One whom thou hast not seen, but whom thou lovest; and ofttimes when thou knowest it not, he makes all thy bed in thy affliction, and smooths thy pillow for thee. Thou art in poverty; but in that lovely house of thine the Lord of life and glory is a frequent visitor. He loves to come into these desolate places, that he may visit thee. Thy friend sticks closely to thee. Thou canst not see him, but thou mayst feel the pressure of his hands. Dost thou not hear his voice? Even in the valley of the shadow of death he says, “Fear not, I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God.” Remember that noble speech of Caesar: “Fear not, thou carriest Caesar and all his fortune.” Fear not, Christian; Jesus is with thee. In all thy fiery trials, his presence is both thy comfort and safety. He will never leave one whom he has chosen for his own. “Fear not, for I am with thee,” is his sure word of promise to his chosen ones in the “furnace of affliction.” Wilt thou not, then, take fast hold of Christ, and say — 

“Through floods and flames, if Jesus lead, I'll follow where he goes.”
Word Live – 3/3/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/

Scripture Union – 3/2/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 3/3/25
The Conquest of Canaan
Read Deuteronomy 3:1-29
Defeat of Og King of Bashan
3 Next we turned and went up along the road toward Bashan, and Og king of Bashan with his whole army marched out to meet us in battle at Edrei. 2 The LORD said to me, “Do not be afraid of him, for I have delivered him into your hands, along with his whole army and his land. Do to him what you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon.”
3 So the LORD our God also gave into our hands Og king of Bashan and all his army. We struck them down, leaving no survivors. 4 At that time we took all his cities. There was not one of the sixty cities that we did not take from them—the whole region of Argob, Og’s kingdom in Bashan. 5 All these cities were fortified with high walls and with gates and bars, and there were also a great many unwalled villages. 6 We completely destroyed[a] them, as we had done with Sihon king of Heshbon, destroying[b] every city—men, women and children. 7 But all the livestock and the plunder from their cities we carried off for ourselves.
8 So at that time we took from these two kings of the Amorites the territory east of the Jordan, from the Arnon Gorge as far as Mount Hermon. 9 (Hermon is called Sirion by the Sidonians; the Amorites call it Senir.) 10 We took all the towns on the plateau, and all Gilead, and all Bashan as far as Salekah and Edrei, towns of Og’s kingdom in Bashan. 11 (Og king of Bashan was the last of the Rephaites. His bed was decorated with iron and was more than nine cubits long and four cubits wide.[c] It is still in Rabbah of the Ammonites.)
Division of the Land
12 Of the land that we took over at that time, I gave the Reubenites and the Gadites the territory north of Aroer by the Arnon Gorge, including half the hill country of Gilead, together with its towns. 13 The rest of Gilead and also all of Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (The whole region of Argob in Bashan used to be known as a land of the Rephaites. 14 Jair, a descendant of Manasseh, took the whole region of Argob as far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maakathites; it was named after him, so that to this day Bashan is called Havvoth Jair.[d]) 15 And I gave Gilead to Makir. 16 But to the Reubenites and the Gadites I gave the territory extending from Gilead down to the Arnon Gorge (the middle of the gorge being the border) and out to the Jabbok River, which is the border of the Ammonites. 17 Its western border was the Jordan in the Arabah, from Kinnereth to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea), below the slopes of Pisgah.
18 I commanded you at that time: “The LORD your God has given you this land to take possession of it. But all your able-bodied men, armed for battle, must cross over ahead of the other Israelites. 19 However, your wives, your children and your livestock (I know you have much livestock) may stay in the towns I have given you, 20 until the LORD gives rest to your fellow Israelites as he has to you, and they too have taken over the land that the LORD your God is giving them across the Jordan. After that, each of you may go back to the possession I have given you.”
Moses Forbidden to Cross the Jordan
21 At that time I commanded Joshua: “You have seen with your own eyes all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings. The LORD will do the same to all the kingdoms over there where you are going. 22 Do not be afraid of them; the LORD your God himself will fight for you.”
23 At that time I pleaded with the LORD: 24 “Sovereign LORD, you have begun to show to your servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do? 25 Let me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan—that fine hill country and Lebanon.”
26 But because of you the LORD was angry with me and would not listen to me. “That is enough,” the LORD said. “Do not speak to me anymore about this matter. 27 Go up to the top of Pisgah and look west and north and south and east. Look at the land with your own eyes, since you are not going to cross this Jordan. 28 But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this people across and will cause them to inherit the land that you will see.” 29 So we stayed in the valley near Beth Peor.
Footnotes
a. Deuteronomy 3:6 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the LORD, often by totally destroying them.
b. Deuteronomy 3:6 The Hebrew term refers to the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the LORD, often by totally destroying them.
c. Deuteronomy 3:11 That is, about 14 feet long and 6 feet wide or about 4 meters long and 1.8 meters wide
d. Deuteronomy 3:14 Or called the settlements of Jair

The earth is the LORD'S, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it-Psalm 24:1
Reading the Old Testament one of the most difficult things to understand is the Lord's command to destroy the Canaanites.  Why would a good God command the elimination of an entire people?  In Deuteronomy 3, Moses recounts that at the Lord's command: 'We completely destroyed them [Og and his territory] ... every city-men, women and children" (v. 6).  We may not have an answer to every question, but we can start to grapple with it 
First we should consider the historical situation.  Things were not peaceful and calm in Canaan before Israel arrived.  Egypt had previously exerted political control over Canaan, but with the demise of Egypt in this period, the land devolved to a kind of lawlessness where local strong men (translated "kings") were more like roving gangs.  The Lord reminded Israel that “it is not because of your righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on account of the wickedness of these nations" (Deut. 9:5).  The people of the land engaged in child sacrifice, cultist prostitution, and systematic oppression and violence (Lev. 18:25-28).  There is a sense in which Israel's violence was a kind of counter-violence to what was happening in Canaan.
It was also possible for Canaanites to embrace faith in the Lord and join Israel.  They had had 40 years of warning.  They had heard about what the Lord did to Egypt.  Rahab and her family are a good example of Canaanites who took refuge in the Lord (Josh. 2:8-11).
Most importantly, Scripture teaches that the whole earth and its people belong to the Lord (Ps. 24:1 ).  He is the sovereign Creator, and as finite creatures limited in perspective we may not fully understand all His ways (Isa. 55:8-9).  We learn from Scripture that He is always good and just.
Go Deeper
How do the truths in Psalm 24:1 and Isaiah 55:8-9 help us grapple with the more uncomfortable facts in this passage?

Pray with Us
God of Israel, we acknowledge that Your ways are not our ways, and we don't always understand them.  But the truth is that You are the sovereign Creator, You are good and just, and Your will for our lives is perfect.
Our Daily Bread – 3/3/25
EXTENDING GOD'S LOVE
[image: A person shoveling snow in front of a house

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Read: LUKE 10:27-37
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
Footnotes
a. Luke 10:27 Deut. 6:5
b. Luke 10:27 Lev. 19:18
c. Luke 10:35 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see Matt. 20:2).
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."  LUKE 10:37

One winter day in Michigan, a delivery man noticed an elderly woman shoveling snow off her driveway.  He stopped and convinced the eighty-one-year-old to let him finish the job.  Concerned that he'd be late delivering his other packages, she retrieved another shovel.  They worked side by side for almost fifteen minutes as her neighbors watched from afar. "I'm thankful you helped me," she said.  "You're God-sent,"

During a conversation with an expert in the law, Jesus redefined the concept of loving our neighbors (LUKE 10:25-37).  When Jesus asked him to interpret the law he knew so well, the expert said, "'love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself' "(v. 27).

Then Jesus shared a story about two religious leaders who ignored a robbery victim.  But a Samaritan-a person most Jewish leaders in those days considered inferior-sacrificed to help the man in need (vv 30-35).  When the expert of the law realized that the one who had mercy on the man had loved like a neighbor, Jesus encouraged him to do likewise (vv. 36-37).

Loving others isn't always easy or convenient.  But as Jesus overwhelms us with His love, He'll help us love all our neighbors like the Good Samaritan did. 

XOCHITL DIXON

Reflect and Pray

How has God shown you His love through an unexpected neighbor?  Who can you show God's love to in a practical way this week?

Dear Jesus, please give me opportunities to love all the people You created and who you call my neighbors.

INSIGHT

Luke 10:27-37 features the parable of the Good Samaritan.  What makes it so remarkable is that Samaritans were outcasts.  As a result of Assyria's invasion of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, the Israelites intermarried with Assyrians, resulting in this mixed-race people.  Though hated by the Jews, Samaritans were dearly people Christ cared about as seen not only in this parable but also in John 4:1-42 in His encounters with a Samaritan woman and in Luke 17:11-19 with a Samaritan leper.  God's care for the Samaritans is just one example of the comprehensive nature of His love described in John 3:16.

BILL CROWDER
God Calling – 3/3/25
Grow Like Me
Think of Me. Look at Me often, and unconsciously you will grow like Me.
You may never see it. The nearer you get to Me, the more will you see your unlikeness to Me. So be comforted, My children.
Your very deep sense of failure is a sure sign that you are growing nearer to Me. And if you desire to help others to Me, then that prayer-desire is answered.
Remember, too, it is only struggle that hurts. In sloth, spiritual or mental, or physical, there is no sense of failure or discomfort, but with action, with effort, you are conscious not of strength but of weakness - at least at first.
That again is a sign of Life, of spiritual growth.
And remember, My Strength is made perfect in weakness.
"But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,  are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." - 2 Corinthians 3:18
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