My Utmost for His Highest – 9/16/25
Praying to God in Secret
[image: Praying to God in Secret]
When you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place… —Matthew 6:6
The primary thought in the area of religion is— keep your eyes on God, not on people. Your motivation should not be the desire to be known as a praying person. Find an inner room in which to pray where no one even knows you are praying, shut the door, and talk to God in secret. Have no motivation other than to know your Father in heaven. It is impossible to carry on your life as a disciple without definite times of secret prayer.

“When you pray, do not use vain repetitions…” (Matthew 6:7). God does not hear us because we pray earnestly— He hears us solely on the basis of redemption. God is never impressed by our earnestness. Prayer is not simply getting things from God— that is only the most elementary kind of prayer. Prayer is coming into perfect fellowship and oneness with God. If the Son of God has been formed in us through regeneration (see Galatians 4:19), then He will continue to press on beyond our common sense and will change our attitude about the things for which we pray.

“Everyone who asks receives…” (Matthew 7:8). We pray religious nonsense without even involving our will, and then we say that God did not answer— but in reality we have neverasked for anything. Jesus said, “…you will ask what you desire…” (John 15:7). Asking means that our will must be involved. Whenever Jesus talked about prayer, He spoke with wonderful childlike simplicity. Then we respond with our critical attitude, saying, “Yes, but even Jesus said that we must ask.” But remember that we have to ask things of God that are in keeping with the God whom Jesus Christ revealed.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

If a man cannot prove his religion in the valley, it is not worth anything.  Shade of His Hand, 1200 L
CCEL – 9/16/25
[bookmark: _Prov_21_2_0_0]The Lord pondereth the hearts.—PROV. 21:2.

The LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.—The LORD will shew who are his, and who is holy.—Thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.—There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear.

Lord, all my desire is before thee; and my groaning is not hid from thee.—When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path.—He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
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[bookmark: d0916am-p2.1][bookmark: _2Pet_1_4_0_0]“Partakers of the divine nature.”  2 Peter 1:4

To be a partaker of the divine nature is not, of course, to become God. That cannot be. The essence of Deity is not to be participated in by the creature. Between the creature and the Creator there must ever be a gulf fixed in respect of essence; but as the first man Adam was made in the image of God, so we, by the renewal of the Holy Spirit, are in a yet diviner sense made in the image of the Most High, and are partakers of the divine nature. We are, by grace, made like God. “God is love”; we become love—“He that loveth is born of God.” God is truth; we become true, and we love that which is true: God is good, and he makes us good by his grace, so that we become the pure in heart who shall see God. Moreover, we become partakers of the divine nature in even a higher sense than this—in fact, in as lofty a sense as can be conceived, short of our being absolutely divine. Do we not become members of the body of the divine person of Christ? Yes, the same blood which flows in the head flows in the hand: and the same life which quickens Christ quickens his people, for “Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Nay, as if this were not enough, we are married unto Christ. He hath betrothed us unto himself in righteousness and in faithfulness, and he who is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Oh! marvellous mystery! we look into it, but who shall understand it? One with Jesus—so one with him that the branch is not more one with the vine than we are a part of the Lord, our Saviour, and our Redeemer! While we rejoice in this, let us remember that those who are made partakers of the divine nature will manifest their high and holy relationship in their intercourse with others, and make it evident by their daily walk and conversation that they have escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. O for more divine holiness of life!
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Today in the Word – 9/16/25
Lord Willing
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Read James 4:13–17 
Boasting About Tomorrow
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.
Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”James 4:15
In my younger days, older people had some unusual sayings. I didn’t realize then that many of them were based on Scripture. One saying I would hear often is “Lord willing and the creek don’t rise.” Young and naïve, I didn’t understand why they had to say “Lord willing,” and I sure didn’t understand anything about a “creek rising.” We find the origin in James 4:15.
James says that, instead of announcing our plans, we “ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that’” (v. 15). We don’t say this much anymore. Maybe we know that our next breath is dependent upon the Lord, but we don’t verbally express it. Clearly, the audience James is addressing did not say it or believe it. His caution was aimed at people who believed they were in control of their own destiny, particularly high-power businesspeople.
James was not disparaging those who make money or have their own business. In fact, that would contradict Scripture. Look at the woman in Proverbs 31: “She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard” (Prov. 31:16). “She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes” (31:24). Rather, James is addressing the attitude of those who don’t consider God’s grace in their life. He identifies this attitude as boasting in your “arrogant schemes” (v. 16).
At first glance, verse 17 seems to be out of place. To properly apply this verse we need to answer the question: “What is the good to which James was alluding?” Doing business with the right attitude regarding God’s grace in your life. That is good. It is only by God’s grace that we can live, travel, conduct a business, and make a profit. These are gifts from God.
Go Deeper
What plans are in your future?  How would it shape those plans to add the phrase “if the Lord wills”?
Pray with Us
Dear God, what a blessing it is to know that we can entrust our lives to You.  Thank You for the promise You gave us about Your perfect plans for our lives—“plans to give you hope and a future” (Jer. 29:11).
Our Daily Bread – 9/16/25
Overcoming Evil with Good
[image: ]
Read: Romans 12:14-21
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.[a] Do not be conceited.
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[b] says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[c]
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Footnotes
a) Romans 12:16 Or willing to do menial work
b) Romans 12:19 Deut. 32:35
c) Romans 12:20 Prov. 25:21,22
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:21 
Today's Devotional
Doctor Dolittle, the fictional doctor who converses with animals, has delighted fans through books, movies, and plays. However, few people know that author Hugh Lofting first wrote the Dolittle tales to his children from the ghastly trenches of World War I. He later said that the war was too awful to recount in his letters—so he wrote and illustrated stories instead. These whimsical, joy-filled tales were Lofting’s way of pushing back against the war’s horror.
It’s inspiring to see a person moving against the menacing, degrading forces that seem too powerful to thwart. We admire this resilient courage because we fear that injustice, violence, and greed will triumph. Sometimes we fear that the whole world will be “overcome by evil” (Romans 12:21). And these fears are well-founded if we’re left to ourselves. However, God has not left us to ourselves. He fills us with His divine strength, places us in the action, and calls us to “overcome evil with good” (v. 21).
We each overcome evil with good in whatever ways God has put into our hearts. Some of us write beautiful stories. Some of us care for the poor. Some of us make our homes places of welcome. Some of us share God’s story through melody, poetry, or conversation. In a myriad of ways, we carry His goodness and peace into the world (v. 18), overcoming evil as we go.
Reflect & Pray
Where do you see evil lurking?  How can you be part of overcoming evil with good?
Dear God, please help me be part of overcoming evil with good.
Today's Insights
Romans 12 is a marvelous treatise from the apostle Paul on how to live out Jesus’ challenge to be salt and light to this dark world (see Matthew 5:13-14). Through the lives of believers in Christ, the world has the opportunity to see God’s goodness and peace on display. Why? Because of the dramatic contrast goodness and peace provide to the evil and conflict around us. Paul’s words also give a powerful picture of how we’re to live out the gospel. Living out our faith isn’t optional—it’s inherent to being witnesses to the life-changing power of the gospel. What we believe must necessarily make a difference in how we live, and when we live out our faith through the power of the Spirit, we put the heart of God on display.
By: Bill Crowder
God Calling – 9/16/25
Assurance
And the work of righteousness shall be peace and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance forever. - Isaiah 32:17
	MY Peace it is which gives quietness and assurance forever.  My Peace that flows as some calm river through the dry land of life.  That causes the trees and flowers of life to spring forth and to yield abundantly.
	Success is the result of work done in peace.  Only so can work yield its increase. Let there be no hurry in your plans.  You live not in time but in Eternity.  It is in the Unseen that your life-future is being planned.
	Abide in Me, and I in you so shall you bring forth much fruit.  Be calm, assured, at rest.  Love, not rush.  Peace, not unrest. Nothing fitful.  All effectual.  Sown in Prayer, watered by Trust, bearing flower and fruit in Joy.  I love you.
For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.  -Hebrews 4:10
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/17/25
Is There Good in Temptation?
[image: Is There Good in Temptation?]
No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man… —1 Corinthians 10:13
The word temptation has come to mean something bad to us today, but we tend to use the word in the wrong way. Temptation itself is not sin; it is something we are bound to face simply by virtue of being human. Not to be tempted would mean that we were already so shameful that we would be beneath contempt. Yet many of us suffer from temptations we should never have to suffer, simply because we have refused to allow God to lift us to a higher level where we would face temptations of another kind.

A person’s inner nature, what he possesses in the inner, spiritual part of his being, determines what he is tempted by on the outside. The temptation fits the true nature of the person being tempted and reveals the possibilities of his nature. Every person actually determines or sets the level of his own temptation, because temptation will come to him in accordance with the level of his controlling, inner nature.

Temptation comes to me, suggesting a possible shortcut to the realization of my highest goal— it does not direct me toward what I understand to be evil, but toward what I understand to be good. Temptation is something that confuses me for a while, and I don’t know whether something is right or wrong. When I yield to it, I have made lust a god, and the temptation itself becomes the proof that it was only my own fear that prevented me from falling into the sin earlier.

Temptation is not something we can escape; in fact, it is essential to the well-rounded life of a person. Beware of thinking that you are tempted as no one else— what you go through is the common inheritance of the human race, not something that no one has ever before endured. God does not save us from temptations— He sustains us in the midst of them (see Hebrews 2:18 and Hebrews 4:15-16).

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

Jesus Christ reveals, not an embarrassed God, not a confused God, not a God who stands apart from the problems, but One who stands in the thick of the whole thing with man.  Disciples Indeed, 388 L
CCEL – 9/17/25
[bookmark: _Matt_12_20_0_0]A bruised reed shall he not break.—MATT. 12:20.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.—He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.—Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.

I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick.—Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; and make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.—Behold, your God . . . will come and save you.
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[bookmark: d0917am-p2.1][bookmark: _Mark_9_19_0_0]“Bring him unto me.”  Mark 9:19

Despairingly the poor disappointed father turned away from the disciples to their Master. His son was in the worst possible condition, and all means had failed, but the miserable child was soon delivered from the evil one when the parent in faith obeyed the Lord Jesus’ word, “Bring him unto me.” Children are a precious gift from God, but much anxiety comes with them. They may be a great joy or a great bitterness to their parents; they may be filled with the Spirit of God, or possessed with the spirit of evil. In all cases, the Word of God gives us one receipt for the curing of all their ills, “Bring him unto me.” O for more agonizing prayer on their behalf while they are yet babes! Sin is there, let our prayers begin to attack it. Our cries for our offspring should precede those cries which betoken their actual advent into a world of sin. In the days of their youth we shall see sad tokens of that dumb and deaf spirit which will neither pray aright, nor hear the voice of God in the soul, but Jesus still commands, “Bring them unto me.” When they are grown up they may wallow in sin and foam with enmity against God; then when our hearts are breaking we should remember the great Physician’s words, “Bring them unto me.” Never must we cease to pray until they cease to breathe. No case is hopeless while Jesus lives.

The Lord sometimes suffers his people to be driven into a corner that they may experimentally know how necessary he is to them. Ungodly children, when they show us our own powerlessness against the depravity of their hearts, drive us to flee to the strong for strength, and this is a great blessing to us. Whatever our morning’s need may be, let it like a strong current bear us to the ocean of divine love. Jesus can soon remove our sorrow, he delights to comfort us. Let us hasten to him while he waits to meet us.
Word Live – 9/17/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/17/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/17/25
Trusting in Riches
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Read James 5:1–6 
Warning to Rich Oppressors
5 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.[a] 6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.
Footnotes
a) James 5:5 Or yourselves as in a day of feasting
Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of many wicked. Psalm 37:16
While the Bible does not declare that wealth is evil, Scripture does shine a spotlight on the dangers of money and our relationship with it. In James chapter 5, the author addresses wealthy landlords who were oppressing their workers. “Now listen,” he writes in verse 1, saying that they will soon “weep and wail” because of the misery that is coming. James describes how they look from God’s perspective. “Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes” (vv. 2–3).
On the day of judgment, their corroded gold and silver “will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days” (v. 3). Why were they meeting such harsh judgment? The answer is in verse 4: “The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.” Did you catch that? Even their wages were crying out to God!
These rich oppressors had lived in luxury and self-indulgence, treating themselves to every pleasure (v. 5). Because they ignored the needs of the poor, they were sentenced to death (v. 6). Jesus told of a wealthy man named Lazarus and a beggar who sat by his gate, waiting for table scraps. After the beggar died, the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. Then the rich man died also. Jesus said, “In Hades, where he was in torment, [the rich man] looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue’” (Luke 16:23-24). “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony’” (v. 25).
Go Deeper
What warning is James giving regarding wealth? If God has blessed you, how can you bless others?
Pray with Us
Holy Spirit, help us hear and take to heart James’s warning about the dangers of accumulating wealth. Teach us how to use money wisely, without hoarding it in fear but blessing others with it.
Our Daily Bread – 9/17/25
God’s Strength
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Read: Judges 3:7-11
Othniel
7 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD; they forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and the Asherahs. 8 The anger of the LORD burned against Israel so that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim,[a] to whom the Israelites were subject for eight years. 9 But when they cried out to the LORD, he raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them. 10 The Spirit of the LORD came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge[b] and went to war. The LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. 11 So the land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died.
Footnotes
a) Judges 3:8 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia
b) Judges 3:10 Or leader
The Spirit of the Lord came on him. Judges 3:10 
Today's Devotional
Her husband’s death began a period of transition for Nora. She took over his hardware business and cared for their three children on her own. “Be strong,” friends often told her. But what does that mean? she’d think. That I must deliver without fail in my responsibilities?
God gave great responsibilities to Othniel in a time of transition for the people of Israel. As discipline for the nation’s idolatry, God had given them “into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim . . . to whom the Israelites were subject for eight years” (Judges 3:8). Under the cruel king of Mesopotamia, the Israelites “cried out to the Lord,” and “he raised up for them a deliverer” (v. 9)—Othniel, whose name means “God’s strength.”
As the first judge of Israel, Othniel had no predecessor to help him. This military leader had to guide the Israelites back to living out their covenant relationship with God and defend them from their enemies. But because “the Spirit of the Lord came on him” (v. 10), he succeeded. With God’s strength sustaining Othniel’s leadership, “the land had peace for forty years, until [he] died” (v. 11).
How can we truly “be strong”? It’s by knowing we’re not strong and by trusting God to give us His strength. His “grace is sufficient for [us], for [His] power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). God’s strength works through us, doing things only He can do.  
Reflect & Pray
How have you tried to “be strong”?  How does Othniel’s story impact your understanding of strength?
Father God, please enable me to rely on Your strength.
Today's Insights
Judges 2:10-19 describes a pattern throughout the book of Judges. When the people no longer “acknowledge[d] the Lord” or “remember[ed] the mighty things he had done for [them]” (v. 10 nlt), they descended into apostasy (abandoned their faith). So God would side with Israel’s enemies to defeat them (v. 15). Then He’d respond to the Israelites’ “groaning” (v. 18) by raising judges to save them. They were given safety while the judge was alive (v. 18), but once the judge died, the pattern would repeat itself (v. 19).
Judges 3:7-11 describes an example of this pattern. God’s anger led to the Israelites being under subjection for eight years (v. 8). When they cried out to God, He raised up Othniel to rescue them through the power of the Holy Spirit (vv. 9-10). As God gave strength to Othniel, we also can rely on His strength to do through us what He alone can do.
God Calling – 9/17/25
Faltering Steps
Show me Thy way, O Lord, and let us walk in Thy Paths.
You are doing so.  This is the way.  The way of uncertain future and faltering steps.  It is My Way ...
Put all fear of the future aside.  Know that you will be led.  Know that you will be shown.  I have promised.
Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham.. I, being in the way, the Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren.  - Genesis 24:27
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/18/25
His Temptation and Ours

We do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. —Hebrews 4:15
Until we are born again, the only kind of temptation we understand is the kind mentioned in James 1:14, “Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.” But through regeneration we are lifted into another realm where there are other temptations to face, namely, the kind of temptations our Lord faced. The temptations of Jesus had no appeal to us as unbelievers because they were not at home in our human nature. Our Lord’s temptations and ours are in different realms until we are born again and become His brothers. The temptations of Jesus are not those of a mere man, but the temptations of God as Man. Through regeneration, the Son of God is formed in us (see Galatians 4:19), and in our physical life He has the same setting that He had on earth. Satan does not tempt us just to make us do wrong things— he tempts us to make us lose what God has put into us through regeneration, namely, the possibility of being of value to God. He does not come to us on the premise of tempting us to sin, but on the premise of shifting our point of view, and only the Spirit of God can detect this as a temptation of the devil.

Temptation means a test of the possessions held within the inner, spiritual part of our being by a power outside us and foreign to us. This makes the temptation of our Lord explainable. After Jesus’ baptism, having accepted His mission of being the One “who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) He “was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness” (Matthew 4:1) and into the testing devices of the devil. Yet He did not become weary or exhausted. He went through the temptation “without sin,” and He retained all the possessions of His spiritual nature completely intact.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

We begin our Christian life by believing what we are told to believe, then we have to go on to so assimilate our beliefs that they work out in a way that redounds to the glory of God. The danger is in multiplying the acceptation of beliefs we do not make our own. Conformed to His Image, 381 L
CCEL – 9/18/25
[bookmark: _Ps_119_18_0_0]Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.—PSA. 119:18.

Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.—It is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.—I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight.—We have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.—How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand.—O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? For of him, and through him, and to him are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Matt_13_11_0_0][bookmark: _Matt_11_25_11_26][bookmark: _1Cor_2_12_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_139_17_139_18][bookmark: _Rom_11_33_11_34][bookmark: _Rom_11_36_0_0]Luke 24:45. -Matt. 13:11. -Matt. 11:25,26. -I Cor. 2:12. -Psa. 139:17,18. -Rom. 11:33,34,36.

[bookmark: d0918am-p2.1][bookmark: _Gal_5_25_0_0]“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”  Galatians 5:25

The two most important things in our holy religion are the life of faith and the walk of faith. He who shall rightly understand these is not far from being a master in experimental theology, for they are vital points to a Christian. You will never find true faith unattended by true godliness; on the other hand, you will never discover a truly holy life which has not for its root a living faith upon the righteousness of Christ. Woe unto those who seek after the one without the other! There are some who cultivate faith and forget holiness; these may be very high in orthodoxy, but they shall be very deep in condemnation, for they hold the truth in unrighteousness; and there are others who have strained after holiness of life, but have denied the faith, like the Pharisees of old, of whom the Master said, they were “whitewashed sepulchres.” We must have faith, for this is the foundation; we must have holiness of life, for this is the superstructure. Of what service is the mere foundation of a building to a man in the day of tempest? Can he hide himself therein? He wants a house to cover him, as well as a foundation for that house. Even so we need the superstructure of spiritual life if we would have comfort in the day of doubt. But seek not a holy life without faith, for that would be to erect a house which can afford no permanent shelter, because it has no foundation on a rock. Let faith and life be put together, and, like the two abutments of an arch, they will make our piety enduring. Like light and heat streaming from the same sun, they are alike full of blessing. Like the two pillars of the temple, they are for glory and for beauty. They are two streams from the fountain of grace; two lamps lit with holy fire; two olive trees watered by heavenly care. O Lord, give us this day life within, and it will reveal itself without to thy glory.
Word Live – 9/18/25
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Remain Strong
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Read James 5:7–12 
Patience in Suffering
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned.
Be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. James 5:8
Do you need encouragement to stand firm for the Lord? Today’s reading in the book of James is for you. James is writing to the believing poor and the persecuted. He encourages them to finish strong by being patient and not grumbling. They are to keep the Lord’s coming in mind. One day soon He will return and make all things right.
James gives the example of a farmer waiting for his crops to grow (v. 7). The farmer depends on the early and late rains. Unlike farmers today, farmers in those times were at the mercy of the weather and could only pray, watch, and wait. James wants his readers to be patient, knowing that the Lord is near to them also. When He comes, it will be worth the wait.
James addresses our attitude while we are waiting. We should not be grumbling. It’s easy to blame others when things aren’t working out for us. We might be tempted to think that life would be easier if someone else did this or that. For instance, “If Jacob wasn’t so lazy, he could help me with this.” Or, “If Becky got her act together, we would have done better.”
If patience is the ability to wait on God, perseverance is the ability to trust God despite the obstacles. Grumbling and complaining indicates our lack of both. James reminds us that not only is the Lord coming (v. 7) and near (v. 8), but the Lord, our Judge, is standing at the door (v. 9), listening to all that we have to say. So, we need both patience and perseverance while we wait. Job is highlighted for his perseverance through trial. Although he had no indication that things would ever get better, he trusted in the Lord.
Go Deeper
Are you going through a challenging time?  Know that God is near to you, and He can give you the strength to persevere.
Pray with Us
Jesus, give us perseverance to wait patiently for Your coming.  At the same time, give us the ability to trust You even in the most difficult circumstances. Lord, You are the source of our strength!
Our Daily Bread – 9/18/25
Of Megalodons and Leviathan
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Job 41:1-5
41 [a]“Can you pull in Leviathan with a fishhook
    or tie down its tongue with a rope?
2 Can you put a cord through its nose
    or pierce its jaw with a hook?
3 Will it keep begging you for mercy?
    Will it speak to you with gentle words?
4 Will it make an agreement with you
    for you to take it as your slave for life?
5 Can you make a pet of it like a bird
    or put it on a leash for the young women in your house?
Footnotes
a) Job 41:1 In Hebrew texts 41:1-8 is numbered 40:25-32, and 41:9-34 is numbered 41:1-26.
Job 41:10-14
10 No one is fierce enough to rouse it.
    Who then is able to stand against me?
11 Who has a claim against me that I must pay?
    Everything under heaven belongs to me.
12 “I will not fail to speak of Leviathan’s limbs,
    its strength and its graceful form.
13 Who can strip off its outer coat?
    Who can penetrate its double coat of armor[a]?
14 Who dares open the doors of its mouth,
    ringed about with fearsome teeth?
Footnotes
a) Job 41:13 Septuagint; Hebrew double bridle
Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven belongs to me. Job 41:11 
Today's Devotional
Years ago, a lumpy package arrived in my mailbox. I noticed my best friend’s return address on it and smiled. Joe sometimes sends me unexpected things. This package qualified: Inside was a dark brown shark’s tooth—five inches long.
Joe’s letter explained it was a fossilized tooth from a prehistoric shark, a megalodon, many times bigger than a great white shark. I tried to fathom how big a fish’s jaw would have to be to contain rows of such teeth. Scientists offer a speculative answer: nine by eleven feet. What a sight these creatures must have been!
Scripture doesn’t mention megalodons. But in the book of Job, God describes a sea beast called Leviathan. Job 41 details its impressive frame. “I will not fail to speak of Leviathan’s limbs, its strength and its graceful form,” God tells Job (v. 12). “Who dares open the doors of its mouth, ringed about with fearsome teeth?” (v. 14).
The answer? Only Leviathan’s creator. And here, God reminds Job that as great as this beast might be, it’s nothing compared to its Creator: “Everything under heaven belongs to me” (v. 11).
That meg tooth sits on my desk, a visual token of our Creator’s majesty and creativity. And that unlikely reminder of God’s character comforts me when it feels like the world might eat me up and spit me out.
Reflect & Pray
How do certain aspects of creation remind you of God’s powerful, creative nature?  How does His work in creation encourage you?
Dear Father, Your creation speaks of Your splendor and power.  Please help me trust You when life feels overwhelming.
Today's Insights
Job 41 represents part of the lengthy discourse—which began in Job 40:6—between God and His struggling servant Job about His authority and power proven by the things He’s created. After many chapters of defending his innocence and righteousness, Job can’t maintain his own personal goodness when confronted by the greatness of God, and he responds to His speech with true brokenness and repentance (42:1-6). There can be no question that Job was a good man, but confronted by the God of the universe, Isaiah’s comparison is clear: “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). Creation reminds us of the greatness of God. It reveals our smallness before Him and our deep dependence on Him.
God Calling – 9/18/25
Dwell There
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  - Psalm 91:1
Hidden in a sure place, known only to God and you.  So secret that no power on earth can even find it.
But, My beloved children, you must dwell therein.  No fitful visit, a real abiding. Make it your home.  Your dwelling place.
Over that home shall My Shadow rest, to make it doubly safe, doubly secret.  Like brooding mother-bird wings that Shadow rests.  How safe, how sure, you must feel there.
When fears assail you, and cares trouble you, then it is because you have ventured out of that protecting Shadow. Then the one, the only thing to do is to creep back into shelter again. So rest.
Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings.  Psalm 17:8
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/19/25
Are You Going on With Jesus?
[image: Are You Going on With Jesus?]

You are those who have continued with Me in My trials. —Luke 22:28
It is true that Jesus Christ is with us through our temptations, but are we going on with Him through His temptations? Many of us turn back from going on with Jesus from the very moment we have an experience of what He can do. Watch when God changes your circumstances to see whether you are going on with Jesus, or siding with the world, the flesh, and the devil. We wear His name, but are we going on with Him? “From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more” (John 6:66).

The temptations of Jesus continued throughout His earthly life, and they will continue throughout the life of the Son of God in us. Are we going on with Jesus in the life we are living right now?

We have the idea that we ought to shield ourselves from some of the things God brings around us. May it never be! It is God who engineers our circumstances, and whatever they may be we must see that we face them while continually abiding with Him in His temptations. They are His temptations, not temptations to us, but temptations to the life of the Son of God in us. Jesus Christ’s honor is at stake in our bodily lives. Are we remaining faithful to the Son of God in everything that attacks His life in us?

Are you going on with Jesus? The way goes through Gethsemane, through the city gate, and on “outside the camp” (Hebrews 13:13). The way is lonely and goes on until there is no longer even a trace of a footprint to follow— but only the voice saying, “Follow Me” (Matthew 4:19).

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

Beware of isolation; beware of the idea that you have to develop a holy life alone. It is impossible to develop a holy life alone; you will develop into an oddity and a peculiarism, into something utterly unlike what God wants you to be. The only way to develop spiritually is to go into the society of God’s own children, and you will soon find how God alters your set. God does not contradict our social instincts; He alters them.  Biblical Psychology, 189 L
CCEL – 9/19/25
[bookmark: _1Pet_5_10_0_0]The God of all grace.—I PET. 5:10.

I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious.—He is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom.—Being justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.—Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.—Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.—Unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.—As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.—He giveth more grace.

Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever.

[bookmark: _Job_33_24_0_0][bookmark: _Rom_3_24_3_25][bookmark: _John_1_17_0_0][bookmark: _Eph_2_8_0_0][bookmark: _1Tim_1_2_0_0][bookmark: _Eph_4_7_0_0][bookmark: _1Pet_4_10_0_0][bookmark: _Jas_4_6_0_0][bookmark: _2Pet_3_18_0_0]Exo. 33:19. -Job 33:24. -Rom. 3:24,25. -John 1:17.Eph. 2:8. -I Tim. 1:2. -Eph. 4:7. -I Pet. 4:10. -Jas. 4:6.II Pet. 3:18.

[bookmark: d0919am-p2.1]“The liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.”  Galatians 5:1

This “liberty” makes us free to heaven’s charter—the Bible. Here is a choice passage, believer, “When thou passest through the rivers, I will be with thee.” You are free to that. Here is another: “The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee”; you are free to that. You are a welcome guest at the table of the promises. Scripture is a never-failing treasury filled with boundless stores of grace. It is the bank of heaven; you may draw from it as much as you please, without let or hindrance. Come in faith and you are welcome to all covenant blessings. There is not a promise in the Word which shall be withheld. In the depths of tribulations let this freedom comfort you; amidst waves of distress let it cheer you; when sorrows surround thee let it be thy solace. This is thy Father’s love-token; thou art free to it at all times. Thou art also free to the throne of grace. It is the believer’s privilege to have access at all times to his heavenly Father. Whatever our desires, our difficulties, our wants, we are at liberty to spread all before him. It matters not how much we may have sinned, we may ask and expect pardon. It signifies nothing how poor we are, we may plead his promise that he will provide all things needful. We have permission to approach his throne at all times—in midnight’s darkest hour, or in noontide’s most burning heat. Exercise thy right, O believer, and live up to thy privilege. Thou art free to all that is treasured up in Christ—wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. It matters not what thy need is, for there is fulness of supply in Christ, and it is there for thee. O what a “freedom” is thine! freedom from condemnation, freedom to the promises, freedom to the throne of grace, and at last freedom to enter heaven!
Word Live – 9/19/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/19/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/19/25
Godly Support
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Read James 5:13–18 
The Prayer of Faith
13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  James 5:16
Prayer is powerful. In James 5, the half- brother of Jesus observes that prayer is a mighty force and necessary in all types of situations, both good and bad, both individually and corporately. How do we use prayer effectively?
First, James says we should pray when we are suffering or in trouble (v. 13). When we pray, we should tell God about our situation and ask for His divine guidance. Trouble is inevitable and an easy life is not guaranteed for the believer. So instead of grumbling about our situation, we are to pray.
Second, if things are going well, we should sing, praising the Lord. Praise is a great indicator of our gratefulness to God. The apostle Paul echoes this advice: “Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 5:18–20).
Third, we should pray for healing. Here, James is referring to a serious illness. The person who wants to be healed should call for the leaders of the church to pray over him or her. Faith surrounds this entire process. The sick person asks in faith. The leaders gather in faith. The prayer is offered in faith. The oil is administered in faith. If the Lord wills, the sick will be made well, and sins will be forgiven. This does not negate the need to get medical attention but demonstrates that ultimately our trust is in the Lord.
When our need is great, we are to pray to the Lord. Elijah is given as an example of one who trusted God, and God answered his prayers (v. 17). He was not a superhero, just a person like us who trusted God.
Go Deeper
What role does prayer have in your life?  Do you have people who will pray with you in a time of need?
Pray with Us
Father, make us a praying people.  Teach us to come to You in prayer in all situations that come our way, show us how to pray effectively for our families and communities.  Help us to be prayer warriors for others.
Our Daily Bread – 9/19/25
The Change Christ Brings
[image: ]

Read: Proverbs 28:13-14
13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper,
    but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy.
14 Blessed is the one who always trembles before God,
    but whoever hardens their heart falls into trouble.
Whoever . . . confesses and renounces [their sins] finds mercy. Proverbs 28:13 
Today's Devotional
When a patch of irritated skin formed near my left eye, I used makeup to cover it. Temporarily this kept my problem a secret. After a while, though, the swollen red spot didn’t clear up, and I knew it needed medical attention. On the morning of the doctor’s appointment, I was tempted to apply makeup as usual, but I didn’t. I wanted the doctor to see the problem clearly and treat it so it could heal.
Have you ever tried to hide a sin problem? Maybe you’re aware that some action or thought is controlling you, but you’ve avoided praying about it or mentioning it to friends and family. Maybe you think it’s no big deal because many other people are dealing with similar issues. But it’s impossible to thrive spiritually when sin is secretly fouling up our lives. As Proverbs 28:13 says, “Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper.” Thankfully the verse continues, “but the one who confesses and renounces [sin] finds mercy” (v. 13).
It can be hard to adopt God’s view of our actions and admit that certain practices are wrong. However, His kindness eases the process of humbling ourselves. When we welcome the power of Christ’s Spirit into our struggle, we can reject the wrong that tempts us (Galatians 5:16-17, 22-24). As God guides us, change is possible, and our spiritual health is worth the effort!
Reflect & Pray
As you consider confessing sin, why is God’s everlasting love encouraging?  How might the enemy deceive you in your struggle with sin?
Dear God, please help me yield the areas of sin in my life to You.
Today's Insights
Proverbs 28:13-14 focuses on the importance of confession—the good that comes to those who acknowledge their sins. This essential message is consistent with the Bible’s teaching elsewhere in the Old and New Testaments. Psalm 32 shares several words with the Proverbs passage: blessed, cover [conceal], confess. “Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them” (Psalm 32:1-2). “I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’ ” (v. 5). First John 1:9 shares the encouraging sentiments of these Old Testament texts: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Hiding our sin is unhealthy, but humbly bringing it to light through confession and turning from it leads to life.
God Calling – 9/19/25
Full Joy
These things have I spoken unto you... that your joy might be full.  - John 15:11
Remember that the Truths I teach you have all been given to you too (as to My disciples of old) with the idea of giving you that overflowing Joy ...
Search for the Joy in life.  Hunt for it as for hidden treasure.  Love and Laugh.  Delight yourselves in the Lord.
Joy in Me.  Full Joy it was I wished My disciples to have.  I intended them to have it.  Had they lived My Teachings out in their daily lives they would have had Fullness of Joy.
Thou will shew me the path of life, in thy presence is fullness of joy, at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  Psalm 16:11
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/20/25	
The Divine Commandment of Life
[image: The Divine Commandment of Life]

…be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. —Matthew 5:48
Our Lord’s exhortation to us in Matthew 5:38-48 is to be generous in our behavior toward everyone. Beware of living according to your natural affections in your spiritual life. Everyone has natural affections— some people we like and others we don’t like. Yet we must never let those likes and dislikes rule our Christian life. “If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another” (1 John 1:7), even those toward whom we have no affection.
The example our Lord gave us here is not that of a good person, or even of a good Christian, but of God Himself. “…be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” In other words, simply show to the other person what God has shown to you. And God will give you plenty of real life opportunities to prove whether or not you are “perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Being a disciple means deliberately identifying yourself with God’s interests in other people. Jesus says, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).

The true expression of Christian character is not in good-doing, but in God-likeness. If the Spirit of God has transformed you within, you will exhibit divine characteristics in your life, not just good human characteristics. God’s life in us expresses itself as God’s life, not as human life trying to be godly. The secret of a Christian’s life is that the supernatural becomes natural in him as a result of the grace of God, and the experience of this becomes evident in the practical, everyday details of life, not in times of intimate fellowship with God. And when we come in contact with things that create confusion and a flurry of activity, we find to our own amazement that we have the power to stay wonderfully poised even in the center of it all.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

There is nothing, naturally speaking, that makes us lose heart quicker than decay—the decay of bodily beauty, of natural life, of friendship, of associations, all these things make a man lose heart; but Paul says when we are trusting in Jesus Christ these things do not find us discouraged, light comes through them.  The Place of Help, 1032 L
CCEL – 9/20/25
[bookmark: _Prov_3_13_0_0]Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.—PROV. 3:13.

Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD.

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might: . . . but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD.—The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom
.
What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.—In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.—Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength.

Christ Jesus, . . . is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.

He that winneth souls is wise.

[bookmark: _Jer_9_23_9_24][bookmark: _Prov_9_10_0_0][bookmark: _Phil_3_7_3_8][bookmark: _Col_2_3_0_0][bookmark: _Prov_8_14_0_0][bookmark: _1Cor_1_30_0_0][bookmark: _Prov_11_30_0_0]Prov. 8:35.Jer. 9:23,24. -Prov. 9:10.Phi. 3:7,8. -Col. 2:3. -Prov. 8:14.I Cor. 1:30.Prov. 11:30.

[bookmark: d0920am-p2.1][bookmark: _Judg_7_20_0_0]“The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.”  Judges 7:20

Gideon ordered his men to do two things: covering up a torch in an earthen pitcher, he bade them, at an appointed signal, break the pitcher and let the light shine, and then sound with the trumpet, crying, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon! the sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!” This is precisely what all Christians must do. First, you must shine; break the pitcher which conceals your light; throw aside the bushel which has been hiding your candle, and shine. Let your light shine before men; let your good works be such, that when men look upon you, they shall know that you have been with Jesus. Then there must be the sound, the blowing of the trumpet. There must be active exertions for the ingathering of sinners by proclaiming Christ crucified. Take the gospel to them; carry it to their door; put it in their way; do not suffer them to escape it; blow the trumpet right against their ears. Remember that the true war-cry of the Church is Gideon’s watchword, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!” God must do it, it is his own work. But we are not to be idle; instrumentality is to be used—“The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!” If we only cry, “The sword of the Lord!” we shall be guilty of an idle presumption; and if we shout, “The sword of Gideon!” alone, we shall manifest idolatrous reliance on an arm of flesh: we must blend the two in practical harmony, “The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon!” We can do nothing of ourselves, but we can do everything by the help of our God; let us, therefore, in his name determine to go out personally and serve with our flaming torch of holy example, and with our trumpet tones of earnest declaration and testimony, and God shall be with us, and Midian shall be put to confusion, and the Lord of hosts shall reign forever and ever.
Word Live – 9/20/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/20/25
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Today in the Word – 9/20/25
Christlike Concern
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Read James 5:19–20 

19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.  James 5:20
Our culture loves its freedom. Usually that means that if you stay out of my business, I promise to stay out of yours. This might be an acceptable philosophy if everything is going well. However, it is dangerous when things aren’t so good. We can be thankful that God does not stay out of our business but goes after us.
In today’s passage, James is expressing a similar theme. He is concerned about the person who walks away or wanders from the truth. If a woman would search for a coin until she finds it, how much more should we search for a fellow brother or sister in Christ who has wandered away from the truth?
James is expressing a caring and seeking love, the kind Jesus speaks of through parables in Luke 15. One parable of the lost coin, one of the lost son, but the first in this chapter is the parable of the lost sheep. Although each parable is different, they teach the same truth. God cares about and seeks the lost. The parables imply that at one time, each item was in the owner’s possession but somehow it was dropped, misplaced or walked away. The owner’s urgency was to find that which was lost. The owner’s joy came when the item was found.
As believers in Jesus Christ, we should care about the spiritual welfare of our brothers and sisters in Christ. If one of them has wandered, we should do what we can to help return them to the truth. Many people wander because they have been hurt by others and don’t want to be hurt again. Trust has been lost. Maybe they need one person—you—to express genuine care and concern. Your efforts may “save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins” (v. 20).
Go Deeper
Has someone ever reached out to you when you were lost or wandering?  Is there someone God is bringing to mind to whom you should reach out today?
Pray with Us
Jesus, how do we show care for the lost and the deceived?  Thank You for revealing Your deep truths in parables—of the lost coin, of the lost son, and of the lost sheep—which reveal Your persistent love and mercy.
Our Daily Bread – 9/20/25
The Sweetness of Scripture
[image: ] 
Read: Psalm 19:7-14
7 The law of the LORD is perfect,
    refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
    making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the LORD are right,
    giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the LORD are radiant,
    giving light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is pure,
    enduring forever.
The decrees of the LORD are firm,
    and all of them are righteous.
10 They are more precious than gold,
    than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey,
    than honey from the honeycomb.
11 By them your servant is warned;
    in keeping them there is great reward.
12 But who can discern their own errors?
    Forgive my hidden faults.
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins;
    may they not rule over me.
Then I will be blameless,
    innocent of great transgression.
14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
    be pleasing in your sight,
    LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. Psalm 19:7 
Today's Devotional
On September 22, 1959, a devotional article appeared in Our Daily Bread written by Dr. M. R. DeHaan. He wrote about how he yearned for a box of Cracker Jack candied popcorn. His intention was to relate it to the yearning for the Scriptures. But to his surprise, a few weeks later, boxes upon boxes of Cracker Jack popcorn began arriving at his office. His desire for Cracker Jack was satisfied by the loyal readers of his devotional.
Letting the practice of regular immersion in Scripture slip away is always easy. That’s why we need to yearn for something “sweeter than honey” (Psalm 19:10). The psalmist David encourages us to know that God’s words are “perfect, refreshing the soul”; they’re “trustworthy” and full of wisdom (v. 7). He explains that “the precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart” (v. 8).
Dr. DeHaan encouraged readers to make interaction with the Scriptures a habit, something they craved each day, just like sweet popcorn. It’s vital for us as well to develop a habit of meditating and reflecting on the Bible, and responding to its truths, in a regular manner. As God helps us, let’s be like David, who said, “May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight” (v. 14).
Reflect & Pray
How “sweet” is the Bible to you each day?  How can you share with others that the Scriptures are more precious than gold?
Dear God, thank You for Your Scriptures, for they point me to Jesus.  Please help me be engaged with them each day so I’m reminded of Your truth.
Today's Insights
In Psalm 19, David’s love for Scripture (revealed as law, statutes, precepts, or commands) is evident in the descriptive language he uses: it’s “more precious than gold” (v. 10); it refreshes us, makes us wise, gives insight, brings joy, warns, and brings rewards (vv. 7-11). We see a similar love for the words of God in Psalm 119:97-104. The psalmist, like David, describes the words of Scripture as “sweeter than honey” (v. 103). In them we find wisdom for living; they’re “a lamp to guide [our] feet and a light for [our] path” (v. 105 nlt). In the New Testament, Paul says that “all Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). When we crave the sweetness of Scripture and read and meditate on its words, we too will delight in the Bible and reap its rewards.
God Calling – 9/20/25
Taste and Trust
O taste and see that the Lord is good.  Psalm 34:8
He is good. Trust in Him. Know that all is well.  Say "God is good.  God is good."  Just leave in His Hands the present and the future, knowing only that He is good.  He can bring order out of chaos, good out of evil, peace out of turmoil.  God is good.
I and My Father are one.  One in desire to do good.  For God to do good to His children is for Him to share His goodness with them.  God is good, anxious to share His goodness, and good things, with you and He will do this.
Trust and be not afraid.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.   Psalm 100:5
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/21/25
The Missionary’s Predestined Purpose
[image: The Missionary’s Predestined Purpose]

Now the Lord says, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant… —Isaiah 49:5
The first thing that happens after we recognize our election by God in Christ Jesus is the destruction of our preconceived ideas, our narrow-minded thinking, and all of our other allegiances— we are turned solely into servants of God’s own purpose. The entire human race was created to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. Sin has diverted the human race onto another course, but it has not altered God’s purpose to the slightest degree. And when we are born again we are brought into the realization of God’s great purpose for the human race, namely, that He created us for Himself. This realization of our election by God is the most joyful on earth, and we must learn to rely on this tremendous creative purpose of God. The first thing God will do is force the interests of the whole world through the channel of our hearts. The love of God, and even His very nature, is introduced into us. And we see the nature of Almighty God purely focused in John 3:16— “For God so loved the world….”

We must continually keep our soul open to the fact of God’s creative purpose, and never confuse or cloud it with our own intentions. If we do, God will have to force our intentions aside no matter how much it may hurt. A missionary is created for the purpose of being God’s servant, one in whom God is glorified. Once we realize that it is through the salvation of Jesus Christ that we are made perfectly fit for the purpose of God, we will understand why Jesus Christ is so strict and relentless in His demands. He demands absolute righteousness from His servants, because He has put into them the very nature of God.

Beware lest you forget God’s purpose for your life.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

To read the Bible according to God’s providential order in your circumstances is the only way to read it, viz., in the blood and passion of personal life. Disciples Indeed, 387 R
CCEL – 9/21/25
[bookmark: _Rom_8_28_0_0]We know that all things work together for good to them that love God.—ROM. 8:28.

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.—Ye thought evil against me: but God meant it unto good.

All things are yours; whether . . . the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.—All things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

[bookmark: _Gen_50_20_0_0][bookmark: _1Cor_3_21_3_23][bookmark: _2Cor_4_15_4_17][bookmark: _Jas_1_2_1_4]Psa. 76:10. -Gen. 50:20.I Cor. 3:21-23. -II Cor. 4:15-17.Jas. 1:2-4.

[bookmark: d0921am-p2.1][bookmark: _Jer_32_41_0_0]“I will rejoice over them to do them good.”  Jeremiah 32:41

How heart-cheering to the believer is the delight which God has in his saints! We cannot see any reason in ourselves why the Lord should take pleasure in us; we cannot take delight in ourselves, for we often have to groan, being burdened; conscious of our sinfulness, and deploring our unfaithfulness; and we fear that God’s people cannot take much delight in us, for they must perceive so much of our imperfections and our follies, that they may rather lament our infirmities than admire our graces. But we love to dwell upon this transcendent truth, this glorious mystery: that as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so does the Lord rejoice over us. We do not read anywhere that God delighteth in the cloud-capped mountains, or the sparkling stars, but we do read that he delighteth in the habitable parts of the earth, and that his delights are with the sons of men. We do not find it written that even angels give his soul delight; nor doth he say, concerning cherubim and seraphim, “Thou shalt be called Hephzibah, for the Lord delighteth in thee”; but he does say all that to poor fallen creatures like ourselves, debased and depraved by sin, but saved, exalted, and glorified by his grace. In what strong language he expresses his delight in his people! Who could have conceived of the eternal One as bursting forth into a song? Yet it is written, “He will rejoice over thee with joy, he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.” As he looked upon the world he had made, he said, “It is very good”; but when he beheld those who are the purchase of Jesus’ blood, his own chosen ones, it seemed as if the great heart of the Infinite could restrain itself no longer, but overflowed in divine exclamations of joy. Should not we utter our grateful response to such a marvellous declaration of his love, and sing, “I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation?”
Word Live – 9/21/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/21/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/21/25
The Other Brother
[image: ]

Read Jude 1:1–2 
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,
To those who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and kept for[a] Jesus Christ:
2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.
Footnotes
a) Jude 1:1 Or by; or in
Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. Jude 1:2
Today we begin the letter written by Jesus’ other half-brother, Jude, originally known as Judas (see Sept 1). His letter follows the pattern of the day where the author gives his name and his relationship to significant people or places. It is interesting that both James and Jude mention their relationship to Jesus but do not identify themselves as His brothers. Notice how, in verse 1, Jude identifies himself as a “servant” of Jesus Christ.
Jude also names his brother James, an apostle and leader in the church. The Apostle Paul mentioned James in his letter to the Galatians: “I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother” (Gal. 1:18–19). Although other biblical authors note these familial connections, James and Jude seemed to steer away from such self-promotion.
There is probably some level of humility that kept James and Jude from claiming Jesus as a sibling. After all, they didn’t believe in Him until after His resurrection (at least this was true for James). Certainly, the skepticism with which they originally treated Jesus would have been a constant reminder that only by the grace of God had their eyes been opened to the truth.
This may help explain Jude’s address to his readers. “To those who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ” (v. 1). It was God (and nobody else) who called Jude, and calls us, to Himself. We are loved by an infinite God who has sovereignly chosen to pour out His affection upon us for His own divine purpose. We are called to serve, worship, enjoy and adore Jesus Christ throughout all eternity. We can accept from God His “mercy, peace and love in abundance” (v. 2).
Go Deeper
Why do you think James and Jude began their letters the way they did?  If you were authoring such a letter, how would you identify yourself?
Pray with Us
Dear God, thank You for the privilege of learning valuable lessons of love, faith, and humble service from Your faithful followers, James and Jude.  As we start the letter of Jude today, may we hear what he’s teaching us.
Our Daily Bread – 9/21/25
Peace with God
[image: ]
Read: Romans 5:1-11
Peace and Hope
5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we[b] boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we[c] also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Footnotes
a) Romans 5:1 Many manuscripts let us
b) Romans 5:2 Or let us
c) Romans 5:3 Or let us
Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1 
Today's Devotional
When I accompanied my friend to the salon on her birthday, we were delighted by the pampering we received. Soothing music and a personal attendant welcomed us to the tranquil, dimly lit spa. The whole experience was calm, quiet, and restful. I had to suppress a giggle, however, at a sign displayed on a table proclaiming, “This organic hair-care line gives you more than beautiful hair—it gives you peace of mind.”
We know hair products don’t bring lasting peace, yet we often settle for temporary relief when our world is stressful. In reality, true peace comes not from something but someone.
While encouraging the believers in Jesus in Rome, Paul reminded them, “Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). Sin separates us from God, but Christ’s atoning sacrifice makes a way for us to have a relationship with Him (5:9-10). Jesus offers peace for today and peace for eternity (v. 1)—providing “access by faith into this grace,” “the hope of the glory of God” (v. 2), and hope despite earthly suffering (vv. 3-4). Peace with God is more than simply a feeling; it’s a gift we receive through faith in Jesus. Whether we feel close to God or not, His peace is available to us—at a salon or a hospital, in times of serenity and times of chaos.
Reflect & Pray
When are you tempted to seek a peaceful circumstance more than peace with God?  How does the reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice allow you to rest in Him today?
Dear Jesus, thank You for providing peace through Your own sacrifice.
Today's Insights
Paul begins Romans 5 with the word therefore. He highlights what he’s already said—“we have been justified through faith” (v. 1)—and then points to its practical implications. Those who’ve been justified by their faith in the promises of God through Jesus (see 4:13-25) can enjoy peace with God (5:1), endurance through suffering, growth in character, and the overwhelming love of God (vv. 3-5).
Peace with God is a gift we receive through faith in Christ and is just the beginning of our new life. It forms the foundation from which we can grow through suffering as we cling to the hope of future glory. It teaches us to live like Jesus lived, who offered His life out of love for others and provides the peace we need.
God Calling – 9/21/25
See The Father
Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  - John 14:8
My children, have I been so long time with you, coming to you, speaking to you and yet have you not known the Father.
Your Father is the God and Controller of a mighty Universe.  But He is as I am.  All the Love and the Strength and Beauty you have seen in Me are in My Father.
If you see that, and know Him and Me as we really are, then that sufficeth you - is really sufficient for you - completes your life - satisfies you - is all you need.
See the Father, see Me, and it sufficeth you.  This is Love in abundance.  Joy in abundance.  All you need.
Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Phillip?  He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.  - John 14:9
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/22/25
The Missionary’s Master and Teacher
[image: The Missionary’s Master and Teacher]

You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am ….I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master… —John 13:13, 16

To have a master and teacher is not the same thing as being mastered and taught. Having a master and teacher means that there is someone who knows me better than I know myself, who is closer than a friend, and who understands the remotest depths of my heart and is able to satisfy them fully. It means having someone who has made me secure in the knowledge that he has met and solved all the doubts, uncertainties, and problems in my mind. To have a master and teacher is this and nothing less— “…for One is your Teacher, the Christ…” (Matthew 23:8).

Our Lord never takes measures to make me do what He wants. Sometimes I wish God would master and control me to make me do what He wants, but He will not. And at other times I wish He would leave me alone, and He does not.

“You call Me Teacher and Lord…”— but is He? Teacher, Master, and Lord have little place in our vocabulary. We prefer the words Savior, Sanctifier, and Healer. The only word that truly describes the experience of being mastered is love, and we know little about love as God reveals it in His Word. The way we use the word obey is proof of this. In the Bible, obedience is based on a relationship between equals; for example, that of a son with his father. Our Lord was not simply God’s servant— He was His Son. “…though He was a Son,yet He learned obedience…” (Hebrews 5:8). If we are consciously aware that we are being mastered, that idea itself is proof that we have no master. If that is our attitude toward Jesus, we are far away from having the relationship He wants with us. He wants us in a relationship where He is so easily our Master and Teacher that we have no conscious awareness of it— a relationship where all we know is that we are His to obey.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

We are all based on a conception of importance, either our own importance, or the importance of someone else; Jesus tells us to go and teach based on the revelation of His importance. “All power is given unto Me.… Go ye therefore ….”  So Send I You, 1325 R
CCEL – 9/22/25
[bookmark: _Ps_104_34_0_0]My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord.—PSA. 104:34.
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.—For who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the LORD? 
My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.—One pearl of great price.—The prince of the kings of the earth.
His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a raven.—The head over all things.—He is the head of the body, the church. 
His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers.—He could not be hid.
His lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.—Never man spake like this man.
His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars.—Make thy face to shine upon thy servant.—LORD, lift thou up the light thy countenance upon us. 
[bookmark: _Ps_89_6_0_0][bookmark: _Song_5_10_0_0][bookmark: _Matt_13_46_0_0][bookmark: _Rev_1_5_0_0][bookmark: _Song_5_11_0_0][bookmark: _Eph_1_22_0_0][bookmark: _Col_1_18_0_0][bookmark: _Song_5_13_0_0][bookmark: _Mark_7_24_0_0][bookmark: _John_7_46_0_0][bookmark: _Song_5_15_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_31_16_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_4_6_0_0]Song 2:3. -Psa. 89:6.Song 5:10. -Matt. 13:46. -Rev. 1:5.Song 5:11. -Eph. 1:22. -Col. 1:18.Song 5:13. -Mark 7:24.Song 5:13. -John 7:46.Song 5:15. -Psa. 31:16. -Psa. 4:6.
[bookmark: d0922am-p2.1][bookmark: _Ps_149_2_0_0]“Let Israel rejoice in him.”  Psalm 149:2
Be glad of heart, O believer, but take care that thy gladness has its spring in the Lord. Thou hast much cause for gladness in thy God, for thou canst sing with David, “God, my exceeding joy.” Be glad that the Lord reigneth, that Jehovah is King! Rejoice that he sits upon the throne, and ruleth all things! Every attribute of God should become a fresh ray in the sunlight of our gladness. That he is wise should make us glad, knowing as we do our own foolishness. That he is mighty, should cause us to rejoice who tremble at our weakness. That he is everlasting, should always be a theme of joy when we know that we wither as the grass. That he is unchanging, should perpetually yield us a song, since we change every hour. That he is full of grace, that he is overflowing with it, and that this grace in covenant he has given to us; that it is ours to cleanse us, ours to keep us, ours to sanctify us, ours to perfect us, ours to bring us to glory—all this should tend to make us glad in him. This gladness in God is as a deep river; we have only as yet touched its brink, we know a little of its clear sweet, heavenly streams, but onward the depth is greater, and the current more impetuous in its joy. The Christian feels that he may delight himself not only in what God is, but also in all that God has done in the past. The Psalms show us that God’s people in olden times were wont to think much of God’s actions, and to have a song concerning each of them. So let God’s people now rehearse the deeds of the Lord! Let them tell of his mighty acts, and “sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously.” Nor let them ever cease to sing, for as new mercies flow to them day by day, so should their gladness in the Lord’s loving acts in providence and in grace show itself in continued thanksgiving. Be glad ye children of Zion and rejoice in the Lord your God. 
Word Live – 9/22/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/22/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/22/25
A Call to Contend
[image: ]

Read Jude 1:3–4 
The Sin and Doom of Ungodly People
3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people. 4 For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about[a] long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
Footnotes
a) Jude 1:4 Or individuals who were marked out for condemnation
Contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people. Jude 1:3
Although Jude’s letter is relatively short, only one chapter and 25 verses, it packs a strong punch. The tone of Jude’s letter is both serious and urgent, like a heavyweight boxer who unleashes a series of body blows, undercuts and jabs to knock out his opponent. In Jude’s case, the opponent is not one person, but a group of ungodly individuals who had snuck their way into the local assembly of believers.
When Jude originally began this letter, his purpose was to encourage the early church. But apparently, the news he received of these false teachers changed both the direction and content of the letter. In verse 3, Jude explains this change of plans. “Dear friends, although I was very eager to write you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith” (v. 3).
Notice the use of the word “contend” which means to fight vigorously. These individuals were teaching license for immorality rather than grace and denying the divine sovereignty of Jesus Christ. Throughout the letter Jude describes the character and the end of such individuals who dared to corrupt the Word of God.
These people might have slipped by unnoticed by their fellow churchgoers, but they had been identified long ago by God (v. 4). Clearly, Jude felt a prompting by the Holy Spirit to change his topic and challenge his readers to wake up to what was going on and to “contend for the faith” (v. 3).
That faith is the body of truth that Jesus, the apostles and the prophets had delivered to the church. This truth was to be preserved and taught clearly and succinctly to all believers. It is not to be twisted or diluted for any reason. It is worth fighting for!
Go Deeper
What does it mean to “contend” for the faith?  Do you believe false teachers have “snuck” into our modern-day church?  What should we watch out for?
Pray with Us
The problem of false teachers is alive and well within our churches today, just as in the early church. God, may we follow Jude’s charge to “contend [fight] for the faith” (v. 3).
Our Daily Bread – 9/22/25
Recognizing Jesus
[image: ]

Read: John 14:8-14
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? John 14:9 
Today's Devotional
Richard Griffin was Queen Elizabeth II’s personal police officer for fourteen years. Accompanying her on a picnic in the hills near Balmoral Castle one day, they met two American hikers. “Have you ever met the Queen?” they asked, not recognizing the monarch in plain dress. “I haven’t,” the Queen quipped, “but Richard here meets her regularly!” Thrilled to meet someone close to royalty, the hikers then handed the Queen their camera, posed with Richard, and asked her to take a photo!
It isn’t the first time someone has been in the presence of an important person unawares. “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it,” Jacob said after encountering God in a dream at Bethel (Genesis 28:16). And when Philip asked Jesus to show the disciples the Father, Jesus replied, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Like the hikers, the disciples had been ready to hand Jesus the camera, not recognizing He was the one to zoom in on (vv. 10-11).
Like the Queen that day, Jesus hasn’t always been recognized for who He really is. Beyond a “wise teacher” or “great moral leader,” He’s God in the flesh and King of the world (1:14; 18:36). What a revelation it is when we discover it!
Reflect & Pray
What would you say to Jesus if you met Him on a picnic trip?  Who do you understand Him to be?
Dear Jesus, I praise You today for being the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and far more than I can ever grasp.
Today's Insights
Lack of spiritual sight wasn’t limited to those closest to Jesus. The beginning of John’s gospel says this about people not being able to see Christ for who He is: “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him” (1:10-11).
Yet Jesus had expectations for those who were closest to Him—those who’d heard His words, who’d seen and experienced His works. He rebuked His disciple for not recognizing Him: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?” (14:9). When we honestly and prayerfully evaluate the words and works of Christ as seen in the Gospels, the Spirit can open our eyes and hearts regarding His identity as God’s Son and the King of Kings, and we’ll be welcomed into the family of God (1:12-13).
God Calling – 9/22/25
Joy Tribute
Jesus, Our Lord, we Thee adore.
Sing unto Me from a glad heart.  Sing and praise My Holy Name.  Praise is man's joy-tribute to Me, and as you praise, thrills of joy surge through your being, and you learn something of the joy of the Heavenly Host.
Sing unto him a new song, play skillfully with a loud noise.  For the word of the Lord is right; and all his works are done in truth.  Psalm 33:3-4
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