My Utmost for His Highest – 9/23/25
The Missionary’s Goal
[image: The Missionary’s Goal]

He…said to them, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem…" —Luke 18:31
In our natural life our ambitions change as we grow, but in the Christian life the goal is given at the very beginning, and the beginning and the end are exactly the same, namely, our Lord Himself. We start with Christ and we end with Him— “…till we all come…to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ…” (Ephesians 4:13), not simply to our own idea of what the Christian life should be. The goal of the missionary is to do God’s will, not to be useful or to win the lost. A missionary is useful and he does win the lost, but that is not his goal. His goal is to do the will of his Lord.

In our Lord’s life, Jerusalem was the place where He reached the culmination of His Father’s will upon the cross, and unless we go there with Jesus we will have no friendship or fellowship with Him. Nothing ever diverted our Lord on His way to Jerusalem. He never hurried through certain villages where He was persecuted, or lingered in others where He was blessed. Neither gratitude nor ingratitude turned our Lord even the slightest degree away from His purpose to go “up to Jerusalem.”

“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master” (Matthew 10:24). In other words, the same things that happened to our Lord will happen to us on our way to our “Jerusalem.” There will be works of God exhibited through us, people will get blessed, and one or two will show gratitude while the rest will show total ingratitude, but nothing must divert us from going “up to [our] Jerusalem.”

“…there they crucified Him…” (Luke 23:33). That is what happened when our Lord reached Jerusalem, and that event is the doorway to our salvation. The saints, however, do not end in crucifixion; by the Lord’s grace they end in glory. In the meantime our watchword should be summed up by each of us saying, “I too go ‘up to Jerusalem.’ ”

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

The Bible does not thrill; the Bible nourishes. Give time to the reading of the Bible and the recreating effect is as real as that of fresh air physically.  Disciples Indeed, 387 R
CCEL – 9/23/25
[bookmark: _Ezra_9_9_0_0]Our God hath not forsaken us.—EZRA 9:9.
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you.—If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
The LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
The LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people.—Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.—Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
Shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
[bookmark: _Heb_12_7_12_8][bookmark: _Deut_13_3_0_0][bookmark: _1Sam_12_22_0_0][bookmark: _Isa_49_15_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_146_5_0_0][bookmark: _Luke_18_7_18_8]I Pet. 4:12. -Heb. 12:7,8.Deut. 13:3.I Sam. 12:22. -Isa. 49:15. -Psa. 146:5.Luke 18:7,8.
[bookmark: d0923am-p2.1][bookmark: _Eph_1_6_0_0]“Accepted in the beloved.”  Ephesians 1:6
What a state of privilege! It includes our justification before God, but the term “acceptance” in the Greek means more than that. It signifies that we are the objects of divine complacence, nay, even of divine delight. How marvellous that we, worms, mortals, sinners, should be the objects of divine love! But it is only “in the beloved.” Some Christians seem to be accepted in their own experience, at least, that is their apprehension. When their spirit is lively, and their hopes bright, they think God accepts them, for they feel so high, so heavenly-minded, so drawn above the earth! But when their souls cleave to the dust, they are the victims of the fear that they are no longer accepted. If they could but see that all their high joys do not exalt them, and all their low despondencies do not really depress them in their Father’s sight, but that they stand accepted in One who never alters, in One who is always the beloved of God, always perfect, always without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, how much happier they would be, and how much more they would honour the Saviour! Rejoice then, believer, in this: thou art accepted “in the beloved.” Thou lookest within, and thou sayest, “There is nothing acceptable here!” But look at Christ, and see if there is not everything acceptable there. Thy sins trouble thee; but God has cast thy sins behind his back, and thou art accepted in the Righteous One. Thou hast to fight with corruption, and to wrestle with temptation, but thou art already accepted in him who has overcome the powers of evil. The devil tempts thee; be of good cheer, he cannot destroy thee, for thou art accepted in him who has broken Satan’s head. Know by full assurance thy glorious standing. Even glorified souls are not more accepted than thou art. They are only accepted in heaven “in the beloved,” and thou art even now accepted in Christ after the same manner. 
Word Live – 9/23/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/23/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/23/25
A Solemn Reminder
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Read Jude 1:5–6 
5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord[a] at one time delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 
Footnotes
a) Jude 1:5 Some early manuscripts Jesus
I want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. Jude 1:5
As human beings, we tend to forget. It is our nature to focus on immediate needs and push to the back of our mind what might seem “less urgent.” Jude recognized the same problem in the early church. They had forgotten their past and the consequence of disobeying God. In verses 5 and 6, he reminds his readers that the Lord hasn’t changed His mind regarding those who are disobedient to Him.
He gives two examples. The first points to the children of Israel after they had been delivered out of slavery in Egypt (Ex. 12:31–40). After 400 years of crying out to the Lord, they were finally set free. However, in Numbers 14 we read that they rebelled by not believing God regarding the Promised Land. The Lord stated, “In this wilderness your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me. Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun” (Num. 14:29–30).
The second example Jude mentions are disobedient angels who rebelled against God (v. 6). Jude may be referring to Genesis 6 which says, “When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose” (Gen. 6:1–2). If this is the case, these angels who were supposed to be watching over God’s creation decided to intermingle with humans. They were punished, being “kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day” (Jude 1:6). Clearly God expects His people to obey: “To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15:22).
Go Deeper
Remembering the past helps us not to repeat it.  What mistake have you made in the past during or before your faith journey?  What did you learn from it?
Pray with Us
Today, Jude brings home the problem of disobedience in the early church.  He gives this solemn reminder to us as well. Holy God, make us obedient people who remember the past and learn from its mistakes.
Our Daily Bread – 9/23/25
Saving Lives
[image: ] 
Read: Acts 20:17-24
17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.
I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing. Acts 20:19 
Today's Devotional
Adolfo Kaminsky knew how to remove indelible ink from paper. As a member of the anti-Nazi resistance in France, he altered identification cards to save hundreds from concentration camps. Once he was given three days to forge nine hundred birth and baptismal certificates and ration cards for three hundred Jewish children. He labored two straight days without sleep, telling himself, “In one hour I can make thirty blank documents. If I sleep for an hour thirty people will die.”
The apostle Paul felt a similar urgency. He reminded the church in Ephesus how he’d “served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing” (Acts 20:19). Paul said, “I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you” (v. 20). This urgency compelled him to share with everyone the necessity of repentance and faith in Jesus (v. 21). Now he was sailing back to Jerusalem, eager to “finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus [had] given [him]—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace” (v. 24).
Paul couldn’t save people. Only God does that. But he could tell them God’s good news about Jesus, the only “name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Who is the Holy Spirit bringing to your mind today? You can share God’s good news with them.
Reflect & Pray
Who do you know who needs to hear “the good news of God’s grace”?  How might you share it with them?
Dear Jesus, please open my heart to those who need You and give me opportunities to tell them of Your love.
For further study, read The Power of Prayer in Sharing the Gospel.
Today's Insights
In Acts 20:22-24, Paul was compelled by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem. No matter what happened to him there, his aim was to complete “the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace” (v. 24). This urgency likewise motivated him to urge Timothy to “preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2). Peter too felt the same urgency. Immediately after being filled by the Spirit (Acts 2:4), he began preaching the good news to the gathered crowd (vv. 14-40). The Spirit is the one who empowers and motivates believers in Jesus to spread the good news (1:8; 4:31; 8:29). And He’s the one who gives us the words to speak (Matthew 10:19-20). The Spirit continues to motivate and compel believers today to tell others about Christ. We can trust Him to provide the words to tell of the Savior who died and rose again so that all who receive Him can spend eternity with Him.
God Calling – 9/23/25
Turn Again
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.   James 4:8
This is a law in the Spiritual Life.  You must turn to Me before you are conscious of My nearness.  It is that turning to Me you must cultivate in every circumstance.  A glad turning of thankfulness, or a turning of weak appeal.
It is so wonderful that naught is needed but that mute appeal.  You have no need to voice your longing.  No need to plead, no need to bring gifts.  How wonderful to feel you can so simply claim help, and so promptly, so lovingly, it is there.
Not only Help but the comfort and joy of Divine Nearness and Companionship.  A nearness that brings sweetness into life, and confidence, and peace.
Never fear, never lose heart.  Draw nigh to Me, and in that nearness is all you need.  My Presence alone can transform conditions and lives - bring Harmony and Beauty , Peace and Love.
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  James 1:7
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/24/25
The “Go” of Preparation

[image: The ]

If you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. —Matthew 5:23-24 
It is easy for us to imagine that we will suddenly come to a point in our lives where we are fully prepared, but preparation is not suddenly accomplished. In fact, it is a process that must be steadily maintained. It is dangerous to become settled and complacent in our present level of experience. The Christian life requires preparation and more preparation. 

The sense of sacrifice in the Christian life is readily appealing to a new Christian. From a human standpoint, the one thing that attracts us to Jesus Christ is our sense of the heroic, and a close examination of us by our Lord’s words suddenly puts this tide of enthusiasm to the test. 
“…go your way. First be reconciled to your brother….” The “go” of preparation is to allow the Word of God to examine you closely. Your sense of heroic sacrifice is not good enough. The thing the Holy Spirit will detect in you is your nature that can never work in His service. And no one but God can detect that nature in you. Do you have anything to hide from God? If you do, then let God search you with His light. If there is sin in your life, don’t just admit it— confess it. Are you willing to obey your Lord and Master, whatever the humiliation to your right to yourself may be?

Never disregard a conviction that the Holy Spirit brings to you. If it is important enough for the Spirit of God to bring it to your mind, it is the very thing He is detecting in you. You were looking for some big thing to give up, while God is telling you of some tiny thing that must go. But behind that tiny thing lies the stronghold of obstinacy, and you say, “I will not give up my right to myself”— the very thing that God intends you to give up if you are to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

When you are joyful, be joyful; when you are sad, be sad. If God has given you a sweet cup, don’t make it bitter; and if He has given you a bitter cup, don’t try and make it sweet; take things as they come.  Shade of His Hand, 1226 L
CCEL – 9/24/25
[bookmark: _Ps_73_28_0_0]It is good for me to draw near to God.—PSA. 73:28.
LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.—A day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.—Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple. 
The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.—Therefore will the LORD wait that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him. 
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us: . . . let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. 
[bookmark: _Ps_84_10_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_65_4_0_0][bookmark: _Lam_3_25_0_0][bookmark: _Isa_30_18_0_0][bookmark: _Heb_10_19_10_20][bookmark: _Heb_10_22_0_0]Psa. 26:8. -Psa. 84:10. -Psa. 65:4.Lam. 3:25. -Isa. 30:18.Heb. 10:19,20,22.
[bookmark: d0924am-p2.1][bookmark: _Ezra_8_22_0_0]“For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek him; but his power and his wrath is against all them that forsake him.”  Ezra 8:22
A convoy on many accounts would have been desirable for the pilgrim band, but a holy shame-facedness would not allow Ezra to seek one. He feared lest the heathen king should think his professions of faith in God to be mere hypocrisy, or imagine that the God of Israel was not able to preserve his own worshippers. He could not bring his mind to lean on an arm of flesh in a matter so evidently of the Lord, and therefore the caravan set out with no visible protection, guarded by him who is the sword and shield of his people. It is to be feared that few believers feel this holy jealousy for God; even those who in a measure walk by faith, occasionally mar the lustre of their life by craving aid from man. It is a most blessed thing to have no props and no buttresses, but to stand upright on the Rock of Ages, upheld by the Lord alone. Would any believers seek state endowments for their Church, if they remembered that the Lord is dishonoured by their asking Caesar’s aid? as if the Lord could not supply the needs of his own cause! Should we run so hastily to friends and relations for assistance, if we remembered that the Lord is magnified by our implicit reliance upon his solitary arm? My soul, wait thou only upon God. “But,” says one, “are not means to be used?” Assuredly they are; but our fault seldom lies in their neglect: far more frequently it springs out of foolishly believing in them instead of believing in God. Few run too far in neglecting the creature’s arm; but very many sin greatly in making too much of it. Learn, dear reader, to glorify the Lord by leaving means untried, if by using them thou wouldst dishonour the name of the Lord. 
Word Live – 9/24/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/24/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/24/25
Sodom and Gomorrah
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Read Jude 1:7–8 
7 In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.
8 In the very same way, on the strength of their dreams these ungodly people pollute their own bodies, reject authority and heap abuse on celestial beings.
Flee from sexual immorality. 1 Corinthians 6:18
Statistics reveal that a huge percentage of people (both Christians and non-Christians, men and women) are impacted by pornography. Dannah Gresh and Dr. Juli Slattery, in their book, Pulling Back the Shades, state that “many women get pulled into erotica simply because they are bored, desperate for an escape from the drudgery of normal life.”
Sexual immorality and perversion are not new problems; they had also infiltrated the early church. Jude continues his description of individuals who are not truly friends of God’s children. He reminds us of what happened in Sodom and Gomorrah. In Genesis, the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me” (18:20–21).
The Lord doesn’t seem to operate in this way anymore. But we must never assume that God’s view of sexual immorality has changed. It is clearly stated in both the Old and New Testaments. The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Flee from sexual immorality” (1 Cor. 6:18). Sexual immorality signals that something has gone awry in a person’s relationship with the Lord. God desires better for the children He loves. The apostle Peter reminds us, “As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do (1 Peter 1:14–15).
Our culture embraces and promotes sexual immorality. As God’s children we should take steps to protect ourselves from its impact. If you’re struggling, let me suggest a few things. First, commit yourself to growing in your relationship with the Lord through Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. Second, find a Christian friend who will help keep you accountable. Third, take a vacation from social media.
Go Deeper
What practical steps do you need to take to flee from sexual immorality?
Pray with Us
Lord, we ask for the power of Your Holy Spirit to keep Your church pure, to give strength to Your people to flee sexual immorality, and to keep us accountable to You and to each other about our relationships.
Our Daily Bread – 9/24/25
Coincidences and God's Care
[image: ]
Read: 2 Kings 8:1-6
The Shunammite’s Land Restored
8 Now Elisha had said to the woman whose son he had restored to life, “Go away with your family and stay for a while wherever you can, because the LORD has decreed a famine in the land that will last seven years.” 2 The woman proceeded to do as the man of God said. She and her family went away and stayed in the land of the Philistines seven years.
3 At the end of the seven years she came back from the land of the Philistines and went to appeal to the king for her house and land. 4 The king was talking to Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, and had said, “Tell me about all the great things Elisha has done.” 5 Just as Gehazi was telling the king how Elisha had restored the dead to life, the woman whose son Elisha had brought back to life came to appeal to the king for her house and land.
Gehazi said, “This is the woman, my lord the king, and this is her son whom Elisha restored to life.” 6 The king asked the woman about it, and she told him.
Then he assigned an official to her case and said to him, “Give back everything that belonged to her, including all the income from her land from the day she left the country until now.”
Go away with your family and stay for a while wherever you can, because the Lord has decreed a famine. 2 Kings 8:1 
Today's Devotional
Dante’s neighborhood in Manila was prone to flooding. On rainy days, the little boy reached school by crossing a makeshift wooden bridge put up by a neighbor. “Mr. Tomas helped the community get around,” Dante said. “He’d guide me on the bridge, shielding me from the rain.”
Years later, Dante joined a church north of Manila. Leo, his Bible study leader, mentored him. In a conversation about their childhoods, Dante discovered Leo was Mr. Tomas’ son! “There’s no such thing as coincidence,” Dante said. “God used the son of a man who’d blessed me to help me in my faith.”
A woman from the town of Shunem also experienced God’s providence. In faith, she’d followed the prophet Elisha’s advice, leaving home to avoid a famine (2 Kings 8:1-2). In doing so, she’d forfeited her claim to her house and land. Now, at the exact moment she was seeking help from the king about this matter, the king just happened to be talking with Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, about her.
Years earlier, Gehazi had seen the woman’s dead son raised to life. Now, Gehazi said, "This is the woman, my lord the king, and this is her son whom Elisha restored to life" (v. 5). The king then “assigned an official to her case” (v. 6) and returned her property.
We can trust in God and His care even when things may not go as we planned. Our sovereign God will help us.
Reflect & Pray
How does the Shunammite woman’s story encourage you?  What does it say about God’s care?
Loving Father, thank You for caring for me.
Discover more about Keeping Faith When Life Doesn’t Go Our Way.
Today's Insights
God’s care for us isn’t limited to times of difficulty but is often felt most keenly in those times. For the Shunammite woman and her family, that care came in two layers. The first was Elisha’s warning of the coming famine that caused her to escape with her family to a place where food could be found (2 Kings 8:1-2). The second came upon their return to Israel and the restoration of their former property, possessions, and lost income (v. 6). The providential timing of the Shunammite and her son approaching the king at the moment Gehazi was telling their story is part of God’s provision for them as well (vv. 3-6). Whether in times of want or times of fullness, God cares for us.
God Calling – 9/24/25
Learn of Me
	Lord, to whom shall we go?  Thou has the words of eternal life.  John 6:68
	Learn of no one but Me. Teachers are to point the way to Me.  After that you must accept Me, the Great Teacher.
	The words of Eternal Life are all the words controlling your being, even controlling your temporal life.  Take these too from Me. Have no fear. Abide in Me and accept My ruling.
	Be full of gratitude.  Wing up your prayers on Praise to Heaven.  Take all that happens as My planning.  All is well.  I have all prepared in My Love.  Let your heart sing.
But whom say ye that I am?  And Simon Peter answered and said "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."  Matthew 16:15-16
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/25/25
The “Go” of Relationship

[image: The ]
Whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. —Matthew 5:41 
Our Lord’s teaching can be summed up in this: the relationship that He demands for us is an impossible one unless He has done a supernatural work in us. Jesus Christ demands that His disciple does not allow even the slightest trace of resentment in his heart when faced with tyranny and injustice. No amount of enthusiasm will ever stand up to the strain that Jesus Christ will put upon His servant. Only one thing will bear the strain, and that is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ Himself— a relationship that has been examined, purified, and tested until only one purpose remains and I can truly say, “I am here for God to send me where He will.” Everything else may become blurred, but this relationship with Jesus Christ must never be.
The Sermon on the Mount is not some unattainable goal; it is a statement of what will happen in me when Jesus Christ has changed my nature by putting His own nature in me. Jesus Christ is the only One who can fulfill the Sermon on the Mount.

If we are to be disciples of Jesus, we must be made disciples supernaturally. And as long as we consciously maintain the determined purpose to be His disciples, we can be sure that we are not disciples. Jesus says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you…” (John 15:16). That is the way the grace of God begins. It is a constraint we can never escape; we can disobey it, but we can never start it or produce it ourselves. We are drawn to God by a work of His supernatural grace, and we can never trace back to find where the work began. Our Lord’s making of a disciple is supernatural. He does not build on any natural capacity of ours at all. God does not ask us to do the things that are naturally easy for us— He only asks us to do the things that we are perfectly fit to do through His grace, and that is where the cross we must bear will always come.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

Jesus Christ can afford to be misunderstood; we cannot. Our weakness lies in always wanting to vindicate ourselves.
The Place of Help
CCEL – 9/25/25
[bookmark: _Jas_1_4_0_0]Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.—JAS. 1:4.
Now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.—We glory in tribulations: . . . knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope. 
It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.—Ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.—Our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts. 
[bookmark: _Rom_5_3_5_4][bookmark: _Lam_3_26_0_0][bookmark: _Heb_10_34_10_36][bookmark: _2Thess_2_16_2_17]I Pet. 1:6,7. -Rom. 5:3,4.Lam. 3:26. -Heb. 10:34-36. -II Thes. 2:16,17.
[bookmark: d0925am-p2.1][bookmark: _Rom_3_26_0_0]“Just, and the justifier of him which believeth.”  Romans 3:26
Being justified by faith, we have peace with God. Conscience accuses no longer. Judgment now decides for the sinner instead of against him. Memory looks back upon past sins, with deep sorrow for the sin, but yet with no dread of any penalty to come; for Christ has paid the debt of his people to the last jot and tittle, and received the divine receipt; and unless God can be so unjust as to demand double payment for one debt, no soul for whom Jesus died as a substitute can ever be cast into hell. It seems to be one of the very principles of our enlightened nature to believe that God is just; we feel that it must be so, and this gives us our terror at first; but is it not marvellous that this very same belief that God is just, becomes afterwards the pillar of our confidence and peace! If God be just, I, a sinner, alone and without a substitute, must be punished; but Jesus stands in my stead and is punished for me; and now, if God be just, I, a sinner, standing in Christ, can never be punished. God must change his nature before one soul, for whom Jesus was a substitute, can ever by any possibility suffer the lash of the law. Therefore, Jesus having taken the place of the believer—having rendered a full equivalent to divine wrath for all that his people ought to have suffered as the result of sin, the believer can shout with glorious triumph, “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?” Not God, for he hath justified; not Christ, for he hath died, “yea rather hath risen again.” My hope lives not because I am not a sinner, but because I am a sinner for whom Christ died; my trust is not that I am holy, but that being unholy, he is my righteousness. My faith rests not upon what I am, or shall be, or feel, or know, but in what Christ is, in what he has done, and in what he is now doing for me. On the lion of justice the fair maid of hope rides like a queen. 
Word Live – 9/25/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/25/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/25/25
Ignorant Slanderers
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Read Jude 1:8–10 
8 In the very same way, on the strength of their dreams these ungodly people pollute their own bodies, reject authority and heap abuse on celestial beings. 9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not himself dare to condemn him for slander but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”[a] 10 Yet these people slander whatever they do not understand, and the very things they do understand by instinct—as irrational animals do—will destroy them.
Footnotes
a) Jude 1:9 Jude is alluding to the Jewish Testament of Moses (approximately the first century a.d.).
Yet these people slander whatever they do not understand.  Jude 1:10
We live in a cynical world. It seems the way to gain credibility is to be critical of others’ ideas. By tearing people down, we try to build up ourselves. Unfortunately, this disposition has worked its way into the church.
This is not something new. In Jude’s day, false teachers were quick to belittle the authority of those in leadership and attacked the character of those appointed by God. However, this slander was not limited to humans but also to “celestial beings” (v. 8). Jude says that “these people slander whatever they do not understand” (v. 10). They were clueless and ignorant of the authority given by God to certain individuals (human and celestial).
In verse 9, Jude refers to a dispute about the body of Moses. It is helpful to look at Deuteronomy 34, where we read about the end of Moses’ life. God had prohibited Moses from entering the Promised Land, but He graciously allowed him to see it from Mt. Nebo. Moses died, and “He buried him in Moab…but to this day no one knows where his grave is” (Deut. 34:6).
One interesting thing about this epitaph is the phrase “He buried him in Moab.” The pronoun “He” seems to refer to God. Is it possible that God appeared as He did with Abraham (Gen. 18–19) and buried Moses Himself? Could this unique burial be the reason for the dispute between the archangel Michael and the devil (Jude 1:9)? In that dialogue, Michael, without slander, refuted the devil by stating, “The Lord rebuke you!” (v. 9).
The cynics in Jude’s day had the arrogance and audacity to slander celestial beings, when even Michael (the archangel) would not slander Satan. As believers, let us live with a spirit of humility. At the same time, look out for those who have a spirit of arrogance and cynicism. Humility and cynicism cannot occupy the same space.
Go Deeper
Have you seen cynicism on display within the church?  What spiritual disciplines help you develop a heart of humility?
Pray with Us
Merciful God, we are thankful for Jude’s bold, direct condemnation of cynicism and slander among believers.  It’s a sobering reminder to look at our churches.  May we with the same boldness condemn cynicism, unbelief, and arrogance.
Our Daily Bread – 9/25/25
God, Our Trustworthy Refuge
[image: ]
Read: Psalms 118:5-14
5 When hard pressed, I cried to the LORD;
    he brought me into a spacious place.
6 The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid.
    What can mere mortals do to me?
7 The LORD is with me; he is my helper.
    I look in triumph on my enemies.
8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD
    than to trust in humans.
9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD
    than to trust in princes.
10 All the nations surrounded me,
    but in the name of the LORD I cut them down.
11 They surrounded me on every side,
    but in the name of the LORD I cut them down.
12 They swarmed around me like bees,
    but they were consumed as quickly as burning thorns;
    in the name of the LORD I cut them down.
13 I was pushed back and about to fall,
    but the LORD helped me.
14 The LORD is my strength and my defense[a];
    he has become my salvation.
Footnotes
a) Psalm 118:14 Or song
The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid. Psalm 118:6 
Today's Devotional
One of my daughter’s most vivid childhood memories is the day her dad taught her to ride a bike without training wheels. At one point in their outing, my husband balanced his feet on the hubs of her rear wheel (while she kept hers on the pedals and they shared the handlebars) so they could coast down a small, gently sloping section together. She remembers her dad laughing with joy—a sharp contrast to her own fearful experience of the moment. The ride was so short that the entire episode happened too quickly for him to stop and empathize with her. As they reminisce about the incident today, my husband’s gentle response to her recollection is to reassure her that he knew everything would be okay.
Their story is an apt metaphor for the moments when we too experience fear in life. The “hills” might look big and scary from our vantage point, and the risk of being hurt can seem very real. Yet Scripture assures us that because “the Lord is with [us],” we don’t need to “be afraid” (Psalm 118:6). Though human help may fail us, He’s a trustworthy refuge when we feel overwhelmed by our struggles (vv. 8-9).
God is our “helper” (v. 7), which means we can trust Him to care for us during life’s most trying and fearful moments. Despite any falls, scars, and pain we might endure, His saving presence is our “strength” and “defense” (v. 14).  
Reflect & Pray
When have you been aware of God’s presence in the midst of difficulty?  How has He helped you?
Thank You, Father, for being present in my life. Please help me to recognize Your nearness.
Find out more about God’s Comforting Presence.
Today's Insights
Psalm 118 begins and ends by encouraging the entire faith community to “give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever” (vv. 1, 29). In between those bookends of communal praise, we hear a personal account of how the psalmist has experienced God’s goodness: “When hard pressed, I cried to the Lord; he brought me into a spacious place” (v. 5); “I was pushed back and about to fall, but the Lord helped me” (v. 13). The psalmist’s personal testimony and experience that God’s empowering, protecting presence (vv. 6-7) led to overcoming seemingly impossible odds (vv. 10-11), leads to joyful, exuberant celebration (v. 15). The psalmist’s remarkable experience of God’s deliverance even from the brink of death (vv. 17-18) invites all to live in gratitude to a God they can trust in all circumstances.
God Calling – 9/25/25
Come and Stay
	Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.   Matthew 11:28
	Yes, come for rest.  But stay for rest, too.  Stop all feverish haste and be calm and untroubled. Come unto Me, not only for petitions to be granted but for nearness to Me.
	Be sure of My Help, be conscious of My Presence, and wait until My Rest fills your soul.
	Rest knows no fear.  Rest knows no want.  Rest is strong, sure.  The rest of soft glades and peacefully flowing rivers, of strong, immovable hills.  Rest, and all you need to gain this rest is to come to Me. So come.
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear; because fear hath torment.  He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  1 John 4:18
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/26/25
The “Go” of Reconciliation
[image: The ]

If you…remember that your brother has something against you… —Matthew 5:23
This verse says, “If you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you….” It is not saying, “If you search and find something because of your unbalanced sensitivity,” but, “If you…remember….” In other words, if something is brought to your conscious mind by the Spirit of God— “First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:24). Never object to the intense sensitivity of the Spirit of God in you when He is instructing you down to the smallest detail.

“First be reconciled to your brother….” Our Lord’s directive is simple— “First be reconciled….” He says, in effect, “Go back the way you came— the way indicated to you by the conviction given to you at the altar; have an attitude in your mind and soul toward the person who has something against you that makes reconciliation as natural as breathing.” Jesus does not mention the other person— He says for you to go. It is not a matter of your rights. The true mark of the saint is that he can waive his own rights and obey the Lord Jesus.

“…and then come and offer your gift.” The process of reconciliation is clearly marked. First we have the heroic spirit of self-sacrifice, then the sudden restraint by the sensitivity of the Holy Spirit, and then we are stopped at the point of our conviction. This is followed by obedience to the Word of God, which builds an attitude or state of mind that places no blame on the one with whom you have been in the wrong. And finally there is the glad, simple, unhindered offering of your gift to God.
WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS
To live a life alone with God does not mean that we live it apart from everyone else. The connection between godly men and women and those associated with them is continually revealed in the Bible, e.g., 1 Timothy 4:10.  Not Knowing Whither, 867 L
CCEL – 9/26/25
[bookmark: _Deut_32_4_0_0]A God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. DEUT. 32:4.
Him that judgeth righteously.—We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.—Every one of us shall give account of himself to God.—The soul that sinneth it shall die. 
Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd.—The LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.—Mercy and truth are met together: righteousness and peace have kissed each other.—Mercy rejoiceth against judgment.—The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
A just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.—Just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.—Justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
[bookmark: _2Cor_5_10_0_0][bookmark: _Rom_14_12_0_0][bookmark: _Ezek_18_4_0_0][bookmark: _Zech_13_7_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_85_10_0_0][bookmark: _Jas_2_13_0_0][bookmark: _Rom_6_23_0_0][bookmark: _Isa_45_21_0_0][bookmark: _Rom_3_24_0_0]I Pet. 2:23. -II Cor. 5:10. -Rom. 14:12. -Ezek. 18:4.Zech. 13:7.Isa. 53:6. -Psa. 85:10. -Jas. 2:13. -Rom. 6:23.Isa. 45:21. -Rom. 3:26. -Rom. 3:24.
[bookmark: d0926am-p2.1][bookmark: _Zech_1_8_0_0]“The myrtle trees that were in the bottom.”  Zechariah 1:8
The vision in this chapter describes the condition of Israel in Zechariah’s day; but being interpreted in its aspect towards us, it describes the Church of God as we find it now in the world. The Church is compared to a myrtle grove flourishing in a valley. It is hidden, unobserved, secreted; courting no honour and attracting no observation from the careless gazer. The Church, like her head, has a glory, but it is concealed from carnal eyes, for the time of her breaking forth in all her splendour is not yet come. The idea of tranquil security is also suggested to us: for the myrtle grove in the valley is still and calm, while the storm sweeps over the mountain summits. Tempests spend their force upon the craggy peaks of the Alps, but down yonder where flows the stream which maketh glad the city of our God, the myrtles flourish by the still waters, all unshaken by the impetuous wind. How great is the inward tranquility of God’s Church! Even when opposed and persecuted, she has a peace which the world gives not, and which, therefore, it cannot take away: the peace of God which passeth all understanding keeps the hearts and minds of God’s people. Does not the metaphor forcibly picture the peaceful, perpetual growth of the saints? The myrtle sheds not her leaves, she is always green; and the Church in her worst time still hath a blessed verdure of grace about her; nay, she has sometimes exhibited most verdure when her winter has been sharpest. She has prospered most when her adversities have been most severe. Hence the text hints at victory. The myrtle is the emblem of peace, and a significant token of triumph. The brows of conquerors were bound with myrtle and with laurel; and is not the Church ever victorious? Is not every Christian more than a conqueror through him that loved him? Living in peace, do not the saints fall asleep in the arms of victory? 
Word Live – 9/26/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/26/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/26/25
The Way of Cain
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Read Jude 1:11 
11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.
Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain.  Jude 1:11
In every community there are bad examples, people whose stories serve as a warning of “what not to do.” In the book of Jude, the author identifies three people from the Old Testament whose bad choices characterize the false teachers that had infiltrated the early church.
Jude begins, “Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain” (v. 11). What is the “way of Cain?” Some think it is a spirit of murder. But while Cain did murder his brother Abel, it was the result of the “way” he had chosen. Cain envied his brother and rejected God’s counsel (Gen. 4:3–7). As a result of that envy, he murdered his brother and refused to submit to God’s instruction.
Second, Jude mentions “Balaam’s error.” In the book of Numbers, Balak, the king of Moab had requested that a non-Israelite prophet named Balaam curse Israel (Num. 22:4–7). Directed by God, Balaam was not allowed to do so. However, Balaam did try to hinder God’s program by directing Moabite women to seduce the men of Israel (25:1; 31:15–16). He partially obeyed God but worked the system to obtain a profit and hinder God’s purpose.
Finally, Jude lists the rebellion of Korah. In Numbers 16, Korah led a group of leaders against Moses and Aaron. He stated to Moses and Aaron: “You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above the LORD’S assembly?” (Num. 16:3). Korah refused to submit to godly authority, and he and his family paid with their lives.
What do all three of these people have in common? They all turned from God and pursued their own self- interest. They were judged by God for their disobedience. Jude issues a stern warning that we must learn from their mistakes and obey God wholeheartedly.
Go Deeper
What do those three people have in common?  Why are we warned not to follow their example?
Pray with Us
Cain, Balaam, and Korah…Lord, may we learn from the grave error of their ways.  Help us to always choose Your way, listen to You, and obey You.
Our Daily Bread – 9/26/25
Beauty Out of Tragedy
[image: ]
Read: Genesis 2:8-9
8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Read: Genesis 3:1-6
Through the obedience of the one man [Jesus Christ] the many will be made righteous. Romans 5:19 

Today's Devotional
Coniston Water in England’s beautiful Lake District is a favorite vacation spot for families in the UK. The waters are perfect for boating, swimming, and other water sports. That beautiful setting, however, was also the site of great tragedy. In 1967, Donald Campbell was piloting his hydroplane Bluebird K7, seeking to break the world water speed record. He reached a top speed of 328 mph (528 km/h) but didn’t live to celebrate the achievement as Bluebird crashed, killing Campbell.
Tragic moments can happen in beautiful places. In Genesis 2, the Creator “took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and take care of it” (v. 15). The garden was a masterpiece, yet when placed in this paradise, the man and woman disobeyed God, bringing sin and death into His creation (3:6-7). Today, we continue to see the destructive effects of their tragic choice.
But Jesus came to offer life to us—people who were dead in our sins. The apostle Paul, referring to that, wrote, “Just as through the disobedience of the one man [Adam] the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man [Jesus Christ] the many will be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). Because of Jesus, the most beautiful home of all awaits us.
Out of beauty came tragedy. And by God’s grace, out of tragedy came eternal beauty.
Reflect & Pray
When have you seen God bring beauty out of tragedy?  How did you respond to that event?
Heavenly Father, thank You for the eternal beauty You alone provide.
For further study, read A Season of Suffering: Meeting Jesus in Our Pain.
Today's Insights
The garden of Eden was handcrafted by the Creator as a home for the man and woman (Genesis 2-3). The garden had everything they’d need, including unfettered access to God Himself. Yet, through disobedience, they were driven from that home (3:24). Jesus, however, promised a better home to His followers (John 14:1-4), described by John in Revelation this way: “I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God’ ” (21:3). As with Eden, the greatest thing about that home won’t be its beauty or provision but God’s presence, for “God himself will be with [his people]” (v. 3).
Bill Crowder
God Calling – 9/26/25
Serve All
I am among you as one that serveth.
Yes! remember to serve all.  Be ready to prove your Sonship by service.  Look on all you meet as guests in your Father's House, to be treated with Love, with all consideration, with gentleness.
As a servant of all think no work beneath you.  Be ever ready to do all you can for others.  Serve. Serve. Serve.
There is a gladness in service, a Joy in doing My Will for others, in being My expression of all good for them.
Remember that, when you serve others, you are acting for your Master and Lord who washed His disciples' feet.  So, in service for others, express your Love for Me.
And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.  Matthew 20:27
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/27/25
The “Go” of Renunciation

[image: The ]

…someone said to Him, "Lord, I will follow You wherever You go." —Luke 9:57 
Our Lord’s attitude toward this man was one of severe discouragement, “for He knew what was in man” (John 2:25). We would have said, “I can’t imagine why He lost the opportunity of winning that man! Imagine being so cold to him and turning him away so discouraged!” Never apologize for your Lord. The words of the Lord hurt and offend until there is nothing left to be hurt or offended. Jesus Christ had no tenderness whatsoever toward anything that was ultimately going to ruin a person in his service to God. Our Lord’s answers were not based on some whim or impulsive thought, but on the knowledge of “what was in man.” If the Spirit of God brings to your mind a word of the Lord that hurts you, you can be sure that there is something in you that He wants to hurt to the point of its death.

Luke 9:58. These words destroy the argument of serving Jesus Christ because it is a pleasant thing to do. And the strictness of the rejection that He demands of me allows for nothing to remain in my life but my Lord, myself, and a sense of desperate hope. He says that I must let everyone else come or go, and that I must be guided solely by my relationship to Him. And He says, “…the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

Luke 9:59. This man did not want to disappoint Jesus, nor did he want to show a lack of respect for his father. We put our sense of loyalty to our relatives ahead of our loyalty to Jesus Christ, forcing Him to take last place. When your loyalties conflict, always obey Jesus Christ whatever the cost.

Luke 9:61. The person who says, “Lord, I will follow You, but…,” is the person who is intensely ready to go, but never goes. This man had reservations about going. The exacting call of Jesus has no room for good-byes; good-byes, as we often use them, are pagan, not Christian, because they divert us from the call. Once the call of God comes to you, start going and never stop.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

Beware of pronouncing any verdict on the life of faith if you are not living it. Not Knowing Whither, 900 R
CCEL – 9/27/25
[bookmark: _1Pet_5_6_0_0]Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.—I PET. 5:6.
Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished. 
O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see we beseech thee, we are all thy people.—Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.—It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 
Affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground; yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 
[bookmark: _Isa_64_8_64_9][bookmark: _Jer_31_18_31_19][bookmark: _Lam_3_27_0_0][bookmark: _Job_5_6_5_7]Prov. 16:5.Isa. 64:8,9. -Jer. 31:18,19. -Lam. 3:27.Job 5:6,7.
[bookmark: d0927am-p2.1][bookmark: _Deut_33_29_0_0]“Happy art thou, O Israel; who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord!”  Deuteronomy 33:29
He who affirms that Christianity makes men miserable, is himself an utter stranger to it. It were strange indeed, if it made us wretched, for see to what a position it exalts us! It makes us sons of God. Suppose you that God will give all the happiness to his enemies, and reserve all the mourning for his own family? Shall his foes have mirth and joy, and shall his home-born children inherit sorrow and wretchedness? Shall the sinner, who has no part in Christ, call himself rich in happiness, and shall we go mourning as if we were penniless beggars? No, we will rejoice in the Lord always, and glory in our inheritance, for we “have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but we have received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” The rod of chastisement must rest upon us in our measure, but it worketh for us the comfortable fruits of righteousness; and therefore by the aid of the divine Comforter, we, the “people saved of the Lord,” will joy in the God of our salvation. We are married unto Christ; and shall our great Bridegroom permit his spouse to linger in constant grief? Our hearts are knit unto him: we are his members, and though for awhile we may suffer as our Head once suffered, yet we are even now blessed with heavenly blessings in him. We have the earnest of our inheritance in the comforts of the Spirit, which are neither few nor small. Inheritors of joy forever, we have foretastes of our portion. There are streaks of the light of joy to herald our eternal sunrising. Our riches are beyond the sea; our city with firm foundations lies on the other side the river; gleams of glory from the spirit-world cheer our hearts, and urge us onward. Truly is it said of us, “Happy art thou, O Israel; who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord?” 
Word Live – 9/27/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/27/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/27/25
Wandering Stars
[image: ]

Read Jude 1:12–13 

12 These people are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever.

They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up with shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness is reserved forever.  Jude 1:13
A metaphor is a direct comparison between two objects. You might say, for example: He is a night owl! We know the man is not an actual owl; he only acts like one, staying awake when everyone else is asleep. In verses 12 and 13, Jude uses metaphors to describe a group of ungodly people who have infiltrated the local church. They are causing harm within the community of believers.
First, he calls these people blemishes or “spots” at their love feasts (v. 12). These love feasts were gatherings of the local church to share a meal centered around the Lord’s Supper. This feast was for believers, not these impostors. They were shepherds who feed only themselves. They were self-centered and self-serving leaders who wanted to consume the flock.
Jude says these individuals are “clouds without rain, blown along by the wind” (v. 12). They promise great things but don’t deliver. These types of people move on to the next ministry after they have consumed enough and before it’s time to deliver on their empty promises.
They are “autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead” (v. 12). Fruit trees are expected to bear fruit during the harvest season. But in this instance harvest comes and goes, with no produce to be enjoyed. In fact, not only do the trees not produce, but their roots have been upended; they are twice dead. “They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame” (v. 13). These individuals are accountable to no one, with their shameless deeds on display for all to see. “They are wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness of eternal punishment is promised” (v. 13). They are “false prophets” who misuse and manipulate people to gain what they want. There is no fear of God in their hearts.
Go Deeper
In contrast to these false prophets, we should be people who adhere to God’s Word and act in consistent obedience.  What small steps can you make today to honor God in your life?
Pray with Us
Father God, help us avoid the destiny of “autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead” (v. 12)!  Help us to be faithful, committed, loving, and ever fruitful in Your service.
Our Daily Bread – 9/27/25
God Never Leaves Us
[image: ]
Read: Joshua 1:1-3
Joshua Installed as Leader
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.
Read: Joshua 1:5-9
5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Joshua 1:5 
Today's Devotional
In the Holy Land, we loved walking where Jesus walked. Now I can more easily imagine the sights and sounds from His earthly life. But climbing up and down the uneven stones of the churches and countryside left its mark, and I arrived home with sore knees. Yet my ailments were minor compared with those journeying centuries ago, who not only experienced aching joints but suffered greatly—and even died. But God was with them.
God called His people to follow Him and invited them to live in a flourishing “land flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:8). He knew that as they entered the promised land, they would face danger from opposing armies and obstacles such as walled cities. God had been with them for forty years in their desert wanderings and wouldn’t abandon them now. He promised Joshua, the new leader, His presence with them: “I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Joshua 1:5). Joshua would face challenges and hardships, needing to be strong and courageous, but God would help him to do so.
We who believe in Jesus, whether we’re called to stay or to go, will face dangers, challenges, and suffering in this life. But we can hold on to the promises of our God who will never leave us. Because of Him, we too can be strong and courageous.
Reflect & Pray
When you’ve faced hardships, how have you experienced God’s presence?  How can you turn to Him today for help, love, and support?
Saving God, when You lead me through a barren land and I fear the terrors of the night, please reassure me that You’re with me.
Today's Insights
Joshua had been preparing to lead Israel his whole life. He’d been Moses’ aide since his youth (Numbers 11:28). He’d led the Israelite army into battle long before entering the promised land (Exodus 17:8-16). He was one of the first to explore the land he was about to enter (see Numbers 13), and he and Caleb were the only ones to express confidence that God would hand it over to them (14:5-38). Finally, he had the commission of God Himself to take over leadership from Moses (27:18-23). Just as God assured Joshua that He’d never leave him (Joshua 1:5), we can be assured that God is with us in whatever we face.
God Calling – 9/27/25
Divine Restraint
Is My Hand shortened that it cannot save?  No! My power to save increases as your power to understand My Salvation increases.  So from Strength to Strength, from Power to Power, we go in Union.
Limitless is My miracle-working Power in the Universe, though it has limitations in each individual life, but only to the extent of the lack of vision of that individual.  There is no limit to My Power to save.  Also there is no limit to My desire and longing to save.  My Hand is not shortened and it is "stretched out still," longing and waiting to be allowed to bless and help and save.
Think how tenderly I respect the right of each individual soul.  Never forcing upon it My Help, My Salvation.  Perhaps in all My suffering for humanity that is the hardest, the restraining of the Divine Impatience and longing to help, until the call of the soul gives Me My right to act.
Think of Love shown in this. Comfort My waiting, loving, longing Heart by claiming My Help, Guidance, and Miracle-working Power.
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end.  Isaiah 9:7
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/28/25
The “Go” of Unconditional Identification
[image: The ]

Jesus…said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor…and come, take up the cross, and follow Me." —Mark 10:21 
The rich young ruler had the controlling passion to be perfect. When he saw Jesus Christ, he wanted to be like Him. Our Lord never places anyone’s personal holiness above everything else when He calls a disciple. Jesus’ primary consideration is my absolute annihilation of my right to myself and my identification with Him, which means having a relationship with Him in which there are no other relationships. Luke 14:26 has nothing to do with salvation or sanctification, but deals solely with unconditional identification with Jesus Christ. Very few of us truly know what is meant by the absolute “go” of unconditional identification with, and abandonment and surrender to, Jesus.

“Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him…” (Mark 10:21). This look of Jesus will require breaking your heart away forever from allegiance to any other person or thing. Has Jesus ever looked in this way at you? This look of Jesus transforms, penetrates, and captivates. Where you are soft and pliable with God is where the Lord has looked at you. If you are hard and vindictive, insistent on having your own way, and always certain that the other person is more likely to be in the wrong than you are, then there are whole areas of your nature that have never been transformed by His gaze.

“One thing you lack….” From Jesus Christ’s perspective, oneness with Him, with nothing between, is the only good thing.

“…sell whatever you have….” I must humble myself until I am merely a living person. I must essentially renounce possessions of all kinds, not for salvation (for only one thing saves a person and that is absolute reliance in faith upon Jesus Christ), but to follow Jesus. “…come…and follow Me.” And the road is the way He went.

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS

Christianity is not consistency to conscience or to convictions; Christianity is being true to Jesus Christ.  Biblical Ethics, 111 L
CCEL – 9/28/25
[bookmark: _Num_6_27_0_0]They shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.—NUM. 6:27.
O LORD our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name.—We are thine: thou never barest rule over them; they were not called by thy name. 
All people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee.—The LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people. 
O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.—Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy name's sake. Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God?—The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 
[bookmark: _Isa_63_19_0_0][bookmark: _Deut_28_10_0_0][bookmark: _Dan_9_19_0_0][bookmark: _Ps_79_9_79_10][bookmark: _Prov_18_10_0_0]Isa. 26:13. -Isa. 63:19.Deut. 28:10. -I Sam. 12:22.Dan. 9:19. -Psa. 79:9,10. -Prov. 18:10.
“The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men.”
Psalm 33:13
Perhaps no figure of speech represents God in a more gracious light than when he is spoken of as stooping from his throne, and coming down from heaven to attend to the wants and to behold the woes of mankind. We love him, who, when Sodom and Gomorrah were full of iniquity, would not destroy those cities until he had made a personal visitation of them. We cannot help pouring out our heart in affection for our Lord who inclines his ear from the highest glory, and puts it to the lip of the dying sinner, whose failing heart longs after reconciliation. How can we but love him when we know that he numbers the very hairs of our heads, marks our path, and orders our ways? Specially is this great truth brought near to our heart, when we recollect how attentive he is, not merely to the temporal interests of his creatures, but to their spiritual concerns. Though leagues of distance lie between the finite creature and the infinite Creator, yet there are links uniting both. When a tear is wept by thee, think not that God doth not behold; for, “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” Thy sigh is able to move the heart of Jehovah; thy whisper can incline his ear unto thee; thy prayer can stay his hand; thy faith can move his arm. Think not that God sits on high taking no account of thee. Remember that however poor and needy thou art, yet the Lord thinketh upon thee. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect towards him. 
Oh! then repeat the truth that never tires;
No God is like the God my soul desires;
He at whose voice heaven trembles, even he,
Great as he is, knows how to stoop to me.
Word Live – 9/28/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/28/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/28/25
Coming Judgment
[image: ]

Read Jude 1:14–16 
14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”[a] 16 These people are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage.
Footnotes
a) Jude 1:15 From the Jewish First Book of Enoch (approximately the first century b.c.)
See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones. Jude 1:14
Have you heard the story of Enoch? Enoch’s relationship with God was so incredible that the Bible doesn’t record him dying. Scripture tells us that “Enoch lived a total of 365 years. Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him away” (Gen. 5:23–24).
After seeing so many examples of disobedience in the book of Jude, we may be surprised to read Enoch’s name. After all, Enoch had led such an exemplary life that God took him directly to heaven. But as Jude continues to describe false prophets and teachers, he also details exactly what their end will be through a prophecy given by Enoch.
Although we don’t have the chapter and verse account in Scripture, Jude asserts that this godly man, Enoch, prophesied about these ungodly individuals. Enoch stated, “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him” (vv. 14–15). Not only were they ungodly but they spoke rebellious words against God Himself.
Jesus told His disciples, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them” (Matt. 7:15–16). Their rotten fruit consists of being grumblers. They are never happy. They nitpick everything that is not initiated by them. They follow their own evil desires. They are egotistical and flatter to get their way.
As followers of Christ, we are to be known by the fruit of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal. 5:22–23). Oh, that we might be faithful to the Lord, like Enoch!
Go Deeper
Read through Galatians 5:22–23 again and ask God to produce the fruit of the Spirit in your life.
Pray with Us
Thank You, Lord, for the godly examples in Your Word, like Enoch, that encourage and inspire us.  Fill us with the Holy Spirit, so we would demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit to those around us.
Our Daily Bread – 9/28/25
God’s Way Home
[image: ]

Read: Luke 15:11-13
The Parable of the Lost Son
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
Read: Luke 15:17-24
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
This son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found. Luke 15:24 
Today's Devotional
As I drove down the steep ramp into the parking lot, anxiety swept over me. I’d been in this exact place before—and I’d gotten lost that time. But now, as I began to walk to the door near the elevator, a calm feeling filled my heart. I knew the way! I walked through the door and found the set of elevators I was seeking and soon was where I was supposed to be.
My experience in finding my way through the maze of that parking structure reminds me that getting lost can sometimes help us find our way. Because I had gotten lost during my first visit, I recalled what had gone wrong and remembered the door that led to my destination.
There’s great joy in finding our way—something the “lost son” in today’s parable found to be true (Luke 15:24). “When he finally came to his senses” (v. 17 nlt), the wayward young man knew his way back home after having been lost in the world. He recognized all he had left behind and returned home where he received his father’s “love and compassion” (v. 20 nlt). The story says the father was overjoyed to receive his lost son and welcome him back, saying, “This son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found” (v. 24 nlt).
If we’re lost spiritually, let’s look for the familiar way home God has provided. He points us toward His loving light and to where we’re supposed to be.
Reflect & Pray
How has God shown you where you’re supposed to be?  How can you run after His light?
Compassionate God, please help me turn from the darkness of being lost and return to Your light and love.
Today's Insights
In Luke 15, Jesus tells three parables about something lost—a lost sheep (vv. 1-7), a coin (vv. 8-10), and a son (vv. 11-32). All of us can relate to looking for something valuable that we’ve lost. But the parable of the lost son would’ve been harder for Christ’s audience to understand. A son requesting his inheritance while his father was still living and a father running to welcome him would have disregarded the cultural norms of that time. That’s just the point. God, like the father in the story, is waiting to do the unexpected—to welcome His lost children home.
God Calling – 9/28/25
The Secret Path
Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.  Matthew 3:15
Upon this I founded My three years' Mission on earth -- on the acceptance of the difficulty and discipline of life so as to share that human life with My followers in all the ages.
Much that you both must accept in life is not to be accepted as being necessary for you personally, but accepted, as I accepted it, to set an example, to share in the sufferings and difficulties of mankind.
In this "to share" means "to save."  And there, too, for you both ... the same must be true as was so true of Me.  "He saved others.  Himself He cannot save."
Beloved, you are called to save and share in a very special way.  The way of sorrows if walked with Me, the Man of Sorrows, is a path kept sacred and secret for My nearest and dearest, those whose one desire is to do all for Me, to sacrifice all for Me, to count, as My servant Paul did, "all things but loss so that they might gain Me."
But, dreary as that Path must look to those who view if only from afar, it has tender lights and restful shades that no other walk in life can give.
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass form the law, till all be fulfilled.  Matthew 5:17,18
My Utmost for His Highest – 9/29/25
The Awareness of the Call
[image: The Awareness of the Call]
…for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! —1 Corinthians 9:16
We are inclined to forget the deeply spiritual and supernatural touch of God. If you are able to tell exactly where you were when you received the call of God and can explain all about it, I question whether you have truly been called. The call of God does not come like that; it is much more supernatural. The realization of the call in a person’s life may come like a clap of thunder or it may dawn gradually. But however quickly or slowly this awareness comes, it is always accompanied with an undercurrent of the supernatural— something that is inexpressible and produces a “glow.” At any moment the sudden awareness of this incalculable, supernatural, surprising call that has taken hold of your life may break through— “I chose you…” (John 15:16). The call of God has nothing to do with salvation and sanctification. You are not called to preach the gospel because you are sanctified; the call to preach the gospel is infinitely different. Paul describes it as a compulsion that was placed upon him.

If you have ignored, and thereby removed, the great supernatural call of God in your life, take a review of your circumstances. See where you have put your own ideas of service or your particular abilities ahead of the call of God. Paul said, “…woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!” He had become aware of the call of God, and his compulsion to “preach the gospel” was so strong that nothing else was any longer even a competitor for his strength.

If a man or woman is called of God, it doesn’t matter how difficult the circumstances may be. God orchestrates every force at work for His purpose in the end. If you will agree with God’s purpose, He will bring not only your conscious level but also all the deeper levels of your life, which you yourself cannot reach, into perfect harmony.
WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS
We begin our Christian life by believing what we are told to believe, then we have to go on to so assimilate our beliefs that they work out in a way that redounds to the glory of God. The danger is in multiplying the acceptation of beliefs we do not make our own. Conformed to His Image, 381 L
CCEL – 9/29/25
[bookmark: _1John_3_16_0_0]Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us.—I JOHN 3:16.
The love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.—Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.—Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.—Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.—Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.—For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.—Christ . . . suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps.

Ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.—We ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

[bookmark: _John_15_13_0_0][bookmark: _2Cor_8_9_0_0][bookmark: _1John_4_11_0_0][bookmark: _Eph_4_32_0_0][bookmark: _Col_3_13_0_0][bookmark: _Mark_10_45_0_0][bookmark: _1Pet_2_21_0_0][bookmark: _John_13_14_13_15]Eph. 3:19. -John 15:13. -II Cor. 8:9. -I John 4:11. -Eph. 4:32. -Col. 3:13. -Mark 10:45. -I Pet. 2:21.John 13:14,15. -I John 3:16.

[bookmark: d0929am-p2.1][bookmark: _Lev_13_13_0_0]“Behold, if the leprosy have covered all his flesh, he shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague.”  Leviticus 13:13

Strange enough this regulation appears, yet there was wisdom in it, for the throwing out of the disease proved that the constitution was sound. This morning it may be well for us to see the typical teaching of so singular a rule. We, too, are lepers, and may read the law of the leper as applicable to ourselves. When a man sees himself to be altogether lost and ruined, covered all over with the defilement of sin, and no part free from pollution; when he disclaims all righteousness of his own, and pleads guilty before the Lord, then is he clean through the blood of Jesus, and the grace of God. Hidden, unfelt, unconfessed iniquity is the true leprosy, but when sin is seen and felt it has received its death blow, and the Lord looks with eyes of mercy upon the soul afflicted with it. Nothing is more deadly than self-righteousness, or more hopeful than contrition. We must confess that we are “nothing else but sin,” for no confession short of this will be the whole truth, and if the Holy Spirit be at work with us, convincing us of sin, there will be no difficulty about making such an acknowledgment—it will spring spontaneously from our lips. What comfort does the text afford to those under a deep sense of sin! Sin mourned and confessed, however black and foul, shall never shut a man out from the Lord Jesus. Whosoever cometh unto him, he will in no wise cast out. Though dishonest as the thief, though unchaste as the woman who was a sinner, though fierce as Saul of Tarsus, though cruel as Manasseh, though rebellious as the prodigal, the great heart of love will look upon the man who feels himself to have no soundness in him, and will pronounce him clean, when he trusts in Jesus crucified.
 
Come to him, then, poor heavy-laden sinner,
Come needy, come guilty, come loathsome and bare;
You can't come too filthy—come just as you are.
Word Live – 9/29/25
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/wordlive/
Scripture Union – 9/29/25
https://scriptureunion.org/encounters/
Today in the Word – 9/29/25
Remember Their Warning
[image: ]

Read Jude 1:17–23 
A Call to Persevere
17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.
20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.
22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.[a]
Footnotes
a) Jude 1:23 The Greek manuscripts of these verses vary at several points.
Remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold.  Jude 1:17
When I was a child, whenever I left for school, my mom would give me a list of things to remember. Remember to look both ways before you cross the street. Remember to listen to the teacher. As Jude draws his letter to a close, he gives his readers some serious things to remember, things the apostles of Jesus Christ had told them.
Jude’s “remember” resembles the words of Peter: “I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles (2 Peter 3:2). What did they need to remember? Jude was warning about the last times (which is our present age) when scoffers will follow their own desires. They will try to divide the people of God. They will follow their own instincts and be devoid of the Spirit of God (v. 18).
John, the apostle, gave a similar warning: “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come” (1 John 2:18). He continues, “Many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God” (1 John 4:1–3). Peter echoes his words as well, “In the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires” (2 Peter 3:3).
We must remember the warnings given by the apostles about antichrists, false prophets, and scoffers. At the same time, we should build ourselves up in the faith for which we are contending, pray for one another, and keep ourselves in God’s love as we wait on the Lord (vv. 20–21).
Go Deeper
Do you need to be built up in your faith? Meditate on God’s Word.  Do you know someone who needs your prayers?  Lift them up in prayer.
Pray with Us
Jesus, increase our love for Your Word and our desire to know its truths.  May we remember its lessons and learn from them, especially Jude’s continued warning about false teachers, scoffers, and slanderers.
Our Daily Bread – 9/29/25
Christ’s Resurrection Power
[image: ]
Read: John 11:38-44
Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out. John 11:43-44 
Today's Devotional
Football fans were stunned when Damar Hamlin of the Buffalo Bills collapsed on the field on live television after executing a seemingly routine tackle in January 2023. The twenty-four-year-old was in sudden cardiac arrest. His heart stopped beating but was restored by medical professionals while on the field. Amazingly, three months after dying and being resuscitated on the field, Hamlin was cleared to play football again.
Hamlin has stated that he’s grateful to God and the medical staff for saving his life. He plans to continue being an inspiration to others. In John chapter 11, Lazarus also had a remarkable recovery.
By the time Jesus had arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had been dead for four days. His distraught sisters, Mary and Martha, witnessed Jesus’ power over death and that He is “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). “Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face” (vv. 43-44).
We’re also examples of Christ’s resurrection power. We were once dead in our sins, but we’re now alive in Christ (Romans 6:1-11). As believers, the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead lives inside of us (8:10-11). Be encouraged. While we’ll all die a physical death, that’s not the end of our story. We’re promised eternal life with Jesus.
Reflect & Pray
How does the gift of eternal life give you hope?  How does Jesus’ resurrection power encourage you?
Dear God, thank You for Your resurrection power.
Today's Insights
In John 11:1-2, Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, is sick. Yet, instead of rushing to Bethany and the home of this beloved family, Jesus “stayed where he was two more days” (v. 6). The gospel tells us He waited because He would “be glorified through it” (v. 4). God is glorified when we acknowledge His sovereignty and power and trust in Him. In our passage today, Christ tells Martha, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” (11:40). Jesus was telling her to trust and believe in Him. Soon she’d see God’s supernatural, transcendent power (His glory) displayed. Martha, Mary, the disciples, and all those gathered at the graveside witnessed the miraculous resurrection of a man dead for four days (vv. 41-44)! We too are recipients of God’s miraculous power. He gives eternal life to all who turn from their sins and follow Him.
God Calling – 9/29/25
I Touch Your Arm
Thy touch has still its ancient Power
Yes!  when you are quiet before Me I lay My Hand upon each head, and Divine Spirit flows through that healing, powerful Touch into your very beings.  Wait in silence before Me to feel that.
When you look to Me for guidance My Hand is laid upon your arm, a gentle Touch to point the way.  When in mental, physical, or spiritual weakness you cry to Me for healing, My Touch brings Strength and Healing, the renewal of your youth, the power to climb and strive.
When you faint by the way, and stumbling footsteps show human strength is waning, My Touch of the Strong and Helping Hand supports you on your Way.
Yes!  My Children, My touch has still its ancient Power and that Power is promised to you.  So go forward into the future bravely and unafraid.
And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment; and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.  Matthew 14:36
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