Turtle Tour
Design Guide

Keen to establish a turtle tour in your

local area? We have put together this

turtle tour signage template for your

UsSe.




Purpose of a Turtle Tour

If you have a lake, wetland, or water body with known turtle populations,
consider setting up a turtle tour to help residents connect with their local
wildlife and learn more about freshwater turtles. This interactive experience
can engage your community in environmental actions and create

opportunities for education.

In late 2022, Dr. Ricky Spencer, one of our program leads, collaborated with
the Wingecarribee Shire Council in Mittagong, NSW, to establish a turtle tour
around Lake Alexandra. The initiative involved the installation of
informative signage at various points around the lake. These signs provide
valuable information about freshwater turtles and encourage the use of
TurtleSAT to report any turtle sightings in the area. Please refer to the next
slide for an example of the turtle tour and signages.
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TURTLE TOU

LAKE ALEXANDRA NSW

Turtle Spotting and

RAT

Safety

Lake Alexandra is 1he ideal lecation 1o see freshwater turtles and other

aquatic

weildide, While walking around the Lake you may sée turtléd

exhibiting different behaviowrs. Here are a few tips for looking for

Dartles:

Types of Freshwater Turtles

Austraila ks home to 23 ypeckes of freshwater turtle. In New South Wales, 7 of these species can be found.
Freshwater turiles in Australia can be divided inte long-necked and short-necked turibes. Within Lake Alexandem,
Eagtern Long-necked Tuntles and Murray Short-necied turtles can be observed, Fortunately thene ane no Red-
eared Slider neconds,

Basking = keep an eye on rocks, fallen trees and branches in the
lake, Turtles can also be observed basking in shallor water

Swrimening = Small "pabbles” on the surface of the water could be
3 Turtle's bead, Turtles need to breathe air and they will ko bask
i 1P wedrim Surface water on & hot Spring of Swmmer's diy,

Medting - turthes 0o build 3 mest may travel i 1o S00m Fway
From the lake, You miy dee them in areas around the lake of
in backyards.

Crossing roads — turthes can find themsebves an our
roads. Be alert when driving anound the ksie and
reearby roads.
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Lake Alexandra Turtle Tour

What ks the Turtle Tour?
Thiy initiative is 8 tell paced tour devigned 1o provide information sbout
Tarthes 3 haw 10 become & Citizen schentist. The initiithne has been put
nogethir by the 1 Milkion Turtks Commanity Conervation Program and
Wingecarribee Shire Counil

Why Turthes?

Turtied are an impontant species for our waterways and wetlands, They st a3
@ vastuum t0 help maintasin the health of & waterways. Unfortunatedy, turtie
populations sre ragicly declining due 1o predatisn and boss of habitan. By
becoming a citinen scientist you cam help Bulld cur understanding about
Turtles and Their threats.

How to get involved?
Becoene 3 citiven scientic and help with reseanch and future
conservation efforis.

1. Downilasd TurtheSaT spp

2. Regitier an acoound

3. Wit each of the Turtse Tour Stops anound the kike to
besam e abouwt frishwater s and 1o reconds
your turtie pénervations.

o 0}

Turtle Basking

Turties are ectothermic, mesning they need external sources bo remain warm. Ta do this, turties
«can often be seen basking in the sunbight on rocks and logs

Turtles bask between September and June. Best times 10 5pot a turile s mid-maming, However,
dhuring the warmer montha of the yeae, they can be spotted throughout the day.

Miake e yoU Teport Ay turtie sightings on the TurtleSaT website or 3pp.
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TURTLE TOUR

How to get started?

To get you started, we have provided this template that
you can customise in any way to suit your Local Council's
branding guidelines in terms of font types, sizes, images
and colours. The current template size is A3 [29.7cm X
42cm]. This ensures that you have some white space
around the borders. Please feel free to modify any
aspects of the template provided.

If you have any questions or require assistance, please
reach to our 1 Million Turtles program team at
Imillionturtles@lmillionturtles.com

1T MILLION TURTLES

WWW.ITMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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Options for sighage
material

Option 1: Corflute Signages - short-term. useful for
testing

Corflute signages are cost-effective and weather hardy.

Depending on the size, the minimum cost per signhage
may range from anywhere from $40 and above. These
signages could be fastened to fences, light poles or
other standing structures with plastic ties.

1T MILLION TURTLES

WWW.ITMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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Options for sighage material

Option 2: Metal/Stainless Steel Sighages - long-term

Metal signages may require additional design work to get your signages print ready and
may also cost more due to the extra materials required to erect these them at your chosen
water body. However, this is a great option if you are looking at installation for long-term
display.

WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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What are the next steps?

Step 1: Take a look at the Turtle Tour sighage template provided to you

We have included some text and the design layout to get your started. Please feel free to
use it as is with any edits such as including the name or location of your water body (e.g.,
Lake Green, Evergreen Wetlands) or changing the colour scheme/images to suit your Local

Council's branding guidelines/context. We have highlighted text for edits in red throughout
the template to make it easier.

You may even wish to include additional signages promoting other aspects of freshwater
turtle conservation or about other local wildlife.

WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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What are the next steps?

Step 2: Identify vantage points around the lake, wetland or other water body where the
turtle tour will be set up.

After identifying the vantage points or a suitable location, create a map and mark where
these signages will be placed. These markers will coincide with the numbers on each
signages. You may also wish to rearrange the order if needed. This map will be included on
sighage 1.

[Insert Name of Place] Turtle Tour

What is the Turtle Tour about?

AmglztErana
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WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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What are the next steps?

Step 3: Edit the template to suit your needs and branding guidelines

The template has been provided to you in a '"PowerPoint' (PPT) format, size: A3 29.7cm X
42cm in landscape format and the draft was initially created in Canva. If you opt to edit the
template in Canva, save your PPT template into a PDF. Upload the PDF into Canva. You will
find this PDF document in your 'Projects' folder in Canva. However, please note that this
conversion will result in several design distortions (e.g., text resized, overlapping, change of
font type, text splitting) and this will require additional time to fix. The extent of distortion

can vary.

WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM




TURTLE TOUR 1T MILLION TURTLES

Font Type & Size Aa

We have used 'Canva Sans' and 'Canva Sans Medium' for font throughout the
signage templates. Canva Sans

Main Headings
Font Type: Canva Sans Medium, Font Size: 45

Sub Headings a
Font Type: Canva Sans Medium, Font Size: vary between 14, 16, 18 and 22

Canva Sans Medium

Paragraph

Font Type: Canva Sans, Font Size: vary between signages due to placement of
text and images,

WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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Line Spacing
The following spacing measurements were applied to all paragraph text on the signages.

Line Spacing Options > Line Spacing: Multiple > At: 1.2

These measurements improved readability. However, please feel free to adjust as needed to suit your final
design/print requirements.

WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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Signage Colour Palette Suggestions

GREEN -
USED IN #CCFFG66
TEMPLATE
- e — - - T
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Signage Colour Palette Suggestions
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Building a Turtle Tour Web Page

To complement your turtle tour, we highly encourage you to create a web page. This web page will contain
additional information about freshwater turtles, the turtle tour and the 1 Million Turtles program.

To assist with this, we have created a document with sample text and outlay for this web page based on the
turtle tour at Lake Alexandra at Mittagong, NSW. This is available as an attachment which you have received.

Please feel free to use as much or little text and modify it to best suit your Local Council's needs and community
context.

WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM
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Have a question?
Contact us.

1T MILLION TURTLES

E-mail Tmillionturtles@1millionturtles.com

Website www.Tmillionturtles.com -

via the contact form

We look forward to working with you :)

WWW.TMILLIONTURTLES.COM




