
 

 

 

 

 

December 12th, 2021 

Third Sunday of Advent 

All Music by Rachel Noe Maynard 

Prayers from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion (with additions) 

 



Pastor’s Welcome-Dale Carey 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship-Dale Carey 

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon the holy name of the most high God.  

The Lord is our strength and our salvation.  

Proclaim the mercy of the One who comes as one of us.  

The Lord is our strength and our salvation.  

Trust and do not be afraid.  

The Lord is our strength and our salvation.  

With joy you will draw water from the wells of peace. 

The Lord is our strength and our salvation. Hallelujah! Amen. 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation-Dale Carey 

Loving God, you sent your prophet John to prepare your way among us, to call 
us to repentance and make our pathways straight. Strengthen us to live lives of 
steadfast love and faithfulness as we await the Messiah’s return, that all may 
see your reign of peace through your just and gracious rule. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn-Here In This Place 
 
 
Lighting of the Joy Candle-Jay Nunley 
 
 
Call To Confession-Jay Nunley 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Confession-Jay Nunley 

In your presence, Holy God, we confess that we need repentance. We have 

broken your commands against idolatry. We do not live in peace with your 

creation or your people. We have not trusted your word, and we are afraid. 

Forgive us, restore us, and turn our shame into praise, for the sake of the One 

who proclaims the good news and for the sake of all the world.  (Silent Prayer) 

Let all God’s People say… 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon-Jay Nunley 

Friends, Believe the Good News of the Gospel 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

Gloria Patri- 

 

Prayer for Illumination-Jay Nunley 

 

Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:4-7-Jay Nunley 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Prophetic Reading: Nehemiah 8:9-12 (ESV)-Dale Carey 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 

Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord 

your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the 

words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink 

sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is 

holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do 

not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to 

send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the 

words that were declared to them. 

 

Sermon- “Celebrating Our Joy”-Dale Carey 

 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer-Dale Carey 

 

Invitation to the Offering-Jay Nunley 

 
 
Doxology- 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication-Jay Nunley 

 

Hymn- It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 

 
Charge and Blessing-Dale Carey 
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3rd Sunday of Advent Candle 

 

The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is called the “Shepard’s Candle,” 

and is pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is 

Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the world experienced 

at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint 

of Advent. 



 

 

 



 

 


