
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 7th, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent 

All Music by Rachel Noe Maynard 

Prayers from Feasting on The Word: Worship Companion (with additions) 

 



Pastor’s Welcome- Jay Nunley 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 19)- Jay Nunley 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
Reviving the soul; 
The testimony of the Lord is sure, 
Making wise the simple; 
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
Rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the Lord is pure, 
Enlightening the eyes; 
The fear of the Lord is clean, 
Enduring forever; 
The rules of the Lord are true, 
And righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
Even much fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey 
And drippings of the honeycomb. 
 

 

Prayer of Invocation and Adoration- Jay Nunley 

Gracious God, whose power is made perfect in weakness, whose wisdom 
appears as foolishness in this world, we thank you for the scandal of the cross. 
In Jesus Christ, you overturn all our usual ways of behaving and believing. You 
scatter our false notions of discipleship as easily as coins are spilled from a box. 
You correct our notions of piety and order with fierce passion. Do not let your 
church become content or contained as an institution. Raze to ruins what is 
distorted in us, and raise us to new life as a community so that we may be the 
body of Christ in and for the world. 
 
 
Hymn-Forty Days and Forty Nights  v. 1,2,4 
 

 



Call To Confession- Dale Carey 

 

Prayer of Confession- Dale Carey 

Merciful God, how fickle we are; we sin against you without even knowing it. 

Clear us, we pray, of any unknown sin, and save us from willfully ignoring your 

way. Let your commandments rule and guide us. Forgive us for worshiping 

anyone or anything except you; keep us faithful. Forgive us for failing to honor 

all our relationships with those closest to us and those who are distant 

neighbors. Help us to speak words of blessing and kindness, rather than words 

that belittle or destroy. Turn us away from violence, falsehood, and selfishness. 

Forgive us for thinking everything depends on our efforts and power, for you are 

the God who made us, led us out slavery, and has brought us into the 

community of faith. Help us to depend on you alone and to rest in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon- Dale Carey 

 
Friends, Believe the Good News of the Gospel 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

Gloria Patri 

 

Prayer for Illumination- Dale Carey 

 

Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25-Dale Carey 

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
     “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
          and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 



20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 
 
 
 
Anthem-In Christ Alone 
 
 

Gospel Reading: John 2:13-22- Jay Nunley 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 

temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 

seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 

temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the 

doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 

house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show 

us for doing this?”  

19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 

years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple 

of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 

he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 

 



Sermon- “Temple Tantrum” – Jay Nunley 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer- Jay Nunley 

 

Hymn-Change My Heart, O God 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Nicene Creed)- Dale Carey 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 



he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Invitation to the Offering- Dale Carey 

 
Doxology 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving- Dale Carey 

Hymn-I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

Charge and Blessing- Jay Nunley 
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