
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 26th, 2021 

First Sunday of Christmas 

All Music by Rachel Noe Maynard 

 



Pastor’s Welcome- Dale Carey 

 

Prelude- 

 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 47)- Dale Carey 

Our God has ascended with a mighty shout.  The Lord has ascended with 
trumpets blaring!  Come, let’s sing praise to God together, for our God is 
sovereign over all the earth!  Come and worship, people of God!  Let us celebrate 
with songs of praise!  For our God is seated on his throne, sovereign over all the 
earth!  Let us worship God together! 
 

Prayer of Adoration- Dale Carey 

God of grace,  
You have made our minds, so help us to know you.  You have made our hearts, so 
help us to love you.  You have made our voices, so help us to sing your praise. 
Fill us with your Holy Spirit, so together we may celebrate your glory and worship 
you in spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

HYMN- God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand V. 1, 2, 4 

 

Call To Confession- Jay Nunley 

 

Prayer of Confession- Jay Nunley 

God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and surprise us with your 
presence, yet we often miss the marvels you place before us. Forgive our dullness 
and make us alert to the ways you make yourself known, that we might be 
witnesses to your good news and proclaim your extravagant love; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen 
 

Assurance of Pardon- Jay Nunley 

 
Friends, Believe the Good News of the Gospel 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 



Gloria Patri- 

 

Prayer for Illumination- Jay Nunley 

 

Gospel Reading: John 8:31-36 (NRSV)- Jay Nunley  

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 43:18-19 (ESV)- Dale Carey 

Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am 
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way 
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  
 

Sermon- “Getting Past Your Past”- Dale Carey 

 
Prayers of the People (ending in the Lord’s Prayer)- Dale Carey 

 

Invitation to the Offering- Jay Nunley 

 
Doxology- 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving- Jay Nunley 

 

 

 

 

 



The Apostles’ Creed (Book of Common Prayers 1662)- Jay Nunley 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick  and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting. AMEN. 
 
HYMN- We Are One in the Spirit 

 
Charge and Blessing- Dale Carey 
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