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Sincerely and Fraternally, Brothers all! As I pin this 
note, the DDGM official visit is fresh in my mind. Right 
Worshipful Bruce Rivera is always gracious and kind. 
We didn’t have our normal turnout, and some of our 
officers were out sick and unable to attend, but we had 
a good time and good fellowship! 
 

We have some petitions that need to be read and voted on, if I’m not mistak-
en. We will take care of them at our next stated communication. 

Brother Hollingsworth is feeding us well! I believe he said chicken and dump-
lings will be at the next meeting. Sounds great! 
 
Keep brother Fred Wright in your prayers, along with his brother and sister-in
-law. The old song said, ”He ain’t heavy, he’s my brother.”, but the world can 
indeed be heavy!  

W∴ Bill Maddox, PM 
Worshipful Master 
Phone:  (863) 673-2192 

Friend to Friend 

At our February 10th communication we were given a superb presentation from 

Worshipful Johnnie Florance about the "Friend to Friend" Masonic Memorial in 

Gettysburg, PA.  He passed around a miniature statue of the memorial so every-

one could get a good look and provided an oral history regarding the Civil War 

story behind its inception. While it is the only memorial there specifically dedicat-

ed to freemasonry, It is one of hundreds of memorials throughout the area in and 

around Gettysburg. 
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Show your pride in Masonic America by purchasing an 

American flag flown over the House of the Temple in 

Washington, D.C. Proceeds from all purchases will go to 

the Scottish Rite Foundation, Southern Jurisdiction, 

U.S.A., Inc., to support philanthropic efforts such as the 

RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Program, 

grants, scholarships, and national disaster relief.  

https://labellelodge379.org/
https://www.gettysburgbattlefieldtours.com/the-story-of-the-friend-to-friend-masonic-monument/
https://scottishrite.org/blog/2025/12/30/masonic-america-250-flag-program/
https://scottishrite.org/blog/2025/12/30/masonic-america-250-flag-program/
https://scottishrite.org/blog/2025/12/30/masonic-america-250-flag-program/
https://scottishrite.org/blog/2025/12/30/masonic-america-250-flag-program/
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Having the freedom to express our per-
sonal opinion, along with exercising our 
belief in God, are values 
we Freemasons cherish, 
teach and practice.  Of 
course we have also 

learned during our Masonic walk to be 
ever conscious and careful with our 
words so as not to encroach on the feel-
ings, beliefs and opinions of others, es-
pecially those of our Brother Masons.   

The Bill of Rights to the U.S. Constitution 
are additions made by Congress.  Early 
on there was a concern that if the original 
Constitution was left as written, ten basic 
rights  that were omitted could lead to 
undesirable abuses. So, in 1791 both the House and the 
Senate added the Bill of Rights written by James Madi-
son.   

The ten additional items provide the basic rights of all 
citizens.  1st, Freedom of speech, religion, the press, 
assembly, and petition; 2nd, Right to bear arms;  3rd, No 

quartering of soldiers in private homes; 4th, Protection 
from unreasonable search and seizure; 5th, Rights in 
criminal cases, like grand jury, no double jeopardy, no 
self-incrimination, and due process; 6th, Right to fair and 

speedy trial by jury, with counsel and 
witnesses; 7th, Right to jury trial in civil 
cases;  8th, Protection against exces-
sive bail, fines, and cruel/unusual pun-
ishment; 9th, Rights existing beyond 
those listed in the Constitution; and  
10th, Powers not given to the Federal 
Government are reserved for the States. 

Over the past 225 years the Congress 
has added 17 more Amendments Two 
of which, the eighteenth which prohibit-
ed the manufacture and sale of alcohol-
ic beverages, and the twenty-first which 
repealed the eighteenth.  Debate is on-

going over another amendment, which, if enacted will be 
the 28th amendment.  Another six Amendments have 
been proposed but not ratified.        

Phil Keyes / Chaplain 
Phone: (863) 675-3813 

Email: philkeys@embarqmail.com 
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