

♥ Basic Puppy Info 
Your puppy has been eating “Life’s Abundance Small Breed Puppy Food".  This food provides great nutritional support throughout your puppy’s first year of life. If you choose to continue with the “Life’s Abundance” brand  you can order online at  https://lifesabundance.com/Sactolabradoodles .  Your new baby eats three times a day:  breakfast, lunch and dinner.  The amount to feed them PER DAY is written on the back of the bag, so you will need to divide that amount by 3 for each meal.   Also – if your puppy wants more food……give them more food, they are growing and typically will not overeat!   Any food that you can buy in a Grocery Store is typically NOT a great quality food, but you can change him to whatever you prefer as well.  If you do decide to change food, mix a bit of the new food with the current food gradually to avoid stomach upset.  This mix should continue for at least a week to 10 days.  
 Your puppy only needs about 1 OUNCE of water per day per pound of body weight. Giving your puppy a full bowl of water or access to one can simply give them a swimming pool, loose stool, or make it impossible to potty train them! I suggest putting a bit of water in the bowl with their kibble for a while, as they will get BOTH at one time, rather than filling up on water alone.  You can also give them water in between their feedings but make sure they have NO WATER after about 7PM at night to help with potty training.
I will give you a small bag of the food they have been eating, some toys or chews, as well as a puppy blanket that has littermates and/or mom’s smell on it.  Also, I will give you all health, vet and vaccine records consolidated onto one master page. 

Crate training is suggested by most all trainers and breeders these days, as it will also become the puppy’s “safe place” as well. I do have a download regarding crate training on my resource page as well. It also helps tremendously with potty training, as well as provides a safe place for the puppy in your absence. If you are getting an older puppy or adult, hopefully they are potty trained already, but remember that is still takes doggies time to adjust to their new surroundings, and a new routine. When purchasing a crate, it should be just big enough for the puppy/dog to stand up, turn around a lie down, or they may potty on one side, and sleep on the other!  A 24 inch crate is plenty big enough for a puppy, and later, you may have to upsize.  If you want to purchase a crate that will be good for life – be sure to get a 36 inch size with a divider so that you can adjust the size while puppy grows.   I also suggest is called an "X-pen", (a sort of play-pen, 8 panels), so that you have a secure place to put your baby during the day for short intervals if necessary, or you can use it also to gate off an area. That is where the puppies are here in between playtime. I further suggest you get one at least 30 inches tall or more, as they are like little spider monkeys, and will scale a 24inch pen to be with you no problem! :)

For socializing & safety  you will want to get a collar and leash. An 8-10 inch collar will do for now.  Please remember to not put the puppy down in places such as the vet, pet store, or dog park, etc, until another round of vaccines. You should consult with your vet regarding that. The conundrum…at the same time, be sure to expose your puppy to other people, animals, and places in order to promote ample socialization in your new baby as well. The first 14 weeks of your dog’s life (and beyond) are essential for the development of confidence and tolerance in your puppy.  Exposing them to a variety of surroundings, animals and people will aid in this and influence their behavior for a lifetime.  Make sure that they always know from day one that YOU are the pack leader, not them. Just like a child, they WILL love you even if you feel you must give them a dose of “tough love”! When you figure out the perfect formula for accomplishing all of that – let me know what it is, so I can perfect it as well!

Puppy Training – you can start preparing for your puppy before he/she comes homes with great on-line training program offered by our partners Baxter & Bella Online Puppy Training . Check out their lifetime membership program here: https://www.baxterandbella.com/learn-more . Use Discount Code: Sactolabradoodles for 20% off.  
 You can find many more helpful resources here: https://sactolabradoodles.com/other-resources.
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