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National and state politics have 
most of the nation’s attention, 
but local policies and spending 
typically have a greater impact 
on citizen’s daily lives. Roads, 
street lights, water and sewer 
services, stormwater management, 
parks, police and fire departments, 
garbage collection and many 
other essential services all fall 
under local government purview. 
To get a closer look into the workings 
of local government and some 
of the issues they face, Belleair 
Women’s Republican Club’s will 
feature three notable mayors as 
speakers at its September 5 
lucnheon: Belleair Beach Mayor 
Dave Gattis, Clearwater Mayor 
Bruce Rector and Seminole Mayor 
Leslie Waters.  
 
Mayor Gattis was first elected to 
the Belleair Beach City Council 
in 2019 and was then elected as 
mayor in 2022. He says his focus 
in public service is on collaboration 
and strengthening the region. In 
addition to serving as mayor, he 
is president of the Mayor’s Council of 
Pinellas County and vice president 
of the  Barrier Islands Government 
Council. He also serves on the 
Pinellas County Tourist Development 
Council and the Pinellas County 
EMS Advisory Board. In his pro-

fessional life Mayor Gattis is Vice 
President of Engineering for 
DITEK Surge Protection in Largo. 
 
Mayor Rector was sworn in as 
the 36th mayor of Clearwater in 
April of 2024. He says he has a 
passion for community service and 
respect for diversity of experiences 
and opinions. He has served as 
chair of the non-profit Jolley Trolley 
Transportation of Clearwater, Inc.; 
vice-chair of the Clearwater 
Community Development Board; 
vice president of the Clearwater 
Beach Association; a board member 
of Ocean Allies; past vice-chair of 
the Clearwater Regional Chamber; 
past member of the Clearwater 
Charter Review and Affordable 
Housing Advisory committees; 
and chair of the Clearwater 
Parks and Recreation Board. In 
his professional life he serves as 
general counsel for The Sports 
Facilities Companies, which is 
based in Clearwater. 
 
Leslie Waters has been mayor of 
Seminole for 13 years and reports 
she loves being mayor. Previously 
she spent eight years as a member 
of the Florida Legislature during 
the Governor Jeb Bush era. Prior 
to leaving office due to term limits, 
she served in the top legislative 

position as Speaker Pro-Tempore. 
Over the years she has been on 
the board of directors of a number 
of area civic and community  
organizations, including the Pinellas 
County Urban League, the March 
of Dimes, the United Way and 
Brookwood, a Young Women’s 
Residence. Presently, she volunteers 
at the Seminole Interfaith Food 
Pantry. In her professional life, 
she had a 29-year career with  
Allstate Insurance Company and 
currently manages her own    
consulting firm, Leslie Waters 
Government Relations, which   
assists Republican candidates 
running for local, state or      
national positions by facilitating 
campaign workshops. Mayor 
Waters also teaches campaign 
skills internationally. 
 
The September 5 BWRC luncheon 
will be held at Belleair Country 
Club, 1 Country Club Lane, Bel-
leair. Check-in begins at 11:30 
am, with lunch served starting at 
noon. The cost to attend is $38 
per person with reservations 
and payment due no later than 
Thursday, August 21. Mail checks 
to BWRC at 1350 County Road 1 
#57, Dunedin, FL 34697 or send 
payment using an bank transfer 
through Zelle. 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Friday, September 5 

 

Belleair Country Club 
1 Country Club Lane  
Belleair, FL 33756 

 

Luncheon Fee: $38 
 

Registration & networking  
begin at 11:30am. 

 

Event begins 
at 12 pm. 

 

To RSVP: 
A $38 check made payable to  
BWRC or electronic payment  

is due by August 21. 
 

Mail check to: 
BWRC 

1350 County Road 1 #57 
Dunedin, FL 34697 

 
Scan this code to pay with Zelle 

or send via Zelle bank transfer to  
bellemessages25@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

 
 

Alternate meal must be  
Requested with your RSVP. 

 

No substitutions may be made 
the day of the luncheon. 

 

Reservations and  
advance payment required. 

Please, no walk-ins. 

SEPTEMBER MENU 
INFORMATION 

ON 
Gazpacho Soup 

 
++++ 

 
Bistro Salad w/ Grilled Chicken, Spin-
ach, Field Greens, Tomato Wedge, Cu-
cumber, Hearts of Palm, Red Onions, 
Beets & Feta Cheese w/ Balsamic Vin-
aigrette and   Honey Mustard Dress-

ings on the Table 

 
++++ 

 
Rolls & Butter 

 
+++ 

 
Yogurt Parfait w/ Berries 

 
+++ 

 
ALTERNATE VEGETARIAN PLATE 

 
Bistro Salad w/o Chicken 

 
 

ALTERNATE GLUTEN FREE/VEGAN 
Roasted Butternut Squash w/ Spinach, 

Rice and Chickpeas 
 
BWRC is privileged to host meetings and   
social events at Belleair Country Club.    
Members and guests must comply with 
BCC's dress and conduct code. Dresses, 
skirts, blouses, dress slacks and pant-
suits are     appropriate for women. Men 
must wear shirts with sleeves and remove 
caps in the dining room. Blue jeans are 
not permitted. 
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 FROM THE 
 BWRC  

 PRESIDENT 
Dear members of Belleair  Women’s Republican Club, 
 

It is my honor to lead you as president of the club for a two-

year term in BWRC’s 62nd and 63rd years of existence.  The 

2025-27 BWRC Execu(ve Commi*ee have secured some   

exci(ng speakers for the next several months, and we hope 

you all will enjoy them and learn from them.  
 

We all have worked together so hard to elect Republican 

President Donald J. Trump, and now we must educate and 

encourage our fellow ci(zens of Pinellas County and beyond 

to elect in November of 2026 another great conserva(ve 

official  to lead our great  state of Florida as governor. We, as  

always, have our work cut out for ourselves. As you know, 

many of us are con(nually working behind the scenes at the 

local school board and county commissioner mee(ngs and 

at mayor forums. Many of us work in precincts on elec(on 

day, inside and outside. Get involved and join in the effort! 
 

BWRC exists to back the conserva(ve right. It has been my 

pleasure to have worked  with so many of you in the last 

decade. I have made so many special friendships for life, and  

I look forward  to an exci(ng year ahead with all of you. We 

will be celebra(ng our country’s 250th Anniversary next July 

together! That will be a very special celebra(on for our club.  
 

I am always available for your comments and concerns. 

Please contact me if you are in need of ques(ons answered. 

Let us look forward to a very successful future with our very 

talented  and experienced board of conserva(ve women. 
   

C�inne SteinhardtC�inne SteinhardtC�inne SteinhardtC�inne Steinhardt 
BWRC President 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT  
PUBLICATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT BY BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB. 


