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Human trafficking is a modern-
day form of slavery involving the 
illegal transport of individuals by 
force or deception for the purpose 
of labor, sexual exploitation or 
activities in which others benefit 
financially. It is a global problem 
affecting people of all ages.   
Approximately 1,000,000 people 
are trafficked each year globally, and 
between 20,000 and 50,000 are 
trafficked into the United States, 
one of the largest destinations for 
victims of the sex-trafficking trade. 
Florida is one of the top states 
for human trafficking with nearly 
2.100 cases reported in 2023. 

  
At the January 3 Belleair Women’s 
Republican Club luncheon, three   
representatives from Selah Freedom, 
an organization working to end 
sex trafficking and to provide 
education and support services to 
those who have been victimized 
by human and/or sex trafficking. 
In addition, Selah Freedom   
provides education and outreach 
to law enforcement agencies,   
area schools and partnering non-
profits in Hillsborough, Pinellas,  
Sarasota, Manatee, Polk and  

Pasco counties.  
 

The speakers on January 3 will 
be: 
• Laurie Swink is Selah Freedom’s 

Co-Founder and Director of 
Selah Consulting. In 2011, she 
established a residential home 
for survivors, realizing survivors 
coming out of trafficking were 
at the beginning of their journey 
and needed a safe place with 
wrap-around services. Currently, 
she  provides training and  
resources for organizations 
that want programming in 
their communities. She also 
provides educational support 
to survivors in the residential 
program. 
  

• Kassy Brewer is Awareness 
and Advocacy Liaison for  Se-
lah Freedom. She focuses on 
raising awareness about the 
prevalence of sex trafficking and 
advocating for the rights and 
support of survivors. She is 
currently serving on the Leg-
islative Committee Board with 
the St. Petersburg Chamber 
of Commerce. Kassy, who is a 
member of BWRC, worked for 

the United States Senate from 
1999-2004 for Senator Jim 
Bunning of Kentucky. Previ-
ously, she worked in the 
healthcare field and served on 
numerous boards, including the 
American     Diabetes Associ-
ation (ADA). 

 

• Gabrielle Triplett is a survivor 
of sex trafficking and a Selah 
Freedom graduate. Equipped 
with an Associates in Arts De-
gree and accreditation in Vol-
unteer Management, she 
serves as a valuable asset to 
Selah Freedom's Awareness 
Team.  

 
The January 3 BWRC luncheon 
will take place at Belleair Country 
Club, 1 Country Club Lane,  
Belleair. Check-in begins at 11:30 
am, with lunch  served starting at 
noon. The cost to attend is $38 
per person. (Please note the price    
increase.)  
 
Reservations and payment for the 
luncheon are due by Thursday,  
December 20. Mail checks to BWRC 
at P.O. Box 1117, 850 E. Lime 
St., Tarpon Springs, FL 34688. 
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JANUARY MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 

 

Friday, January 3 
 

Belleair Country Club 
1 Country Club Lane  
Belleair, FL 33756 

 
Luncheon Fee: $38 

 
 

Registration & networking  
begin at 11:30am. 

 
Event begins 

at 12 pm 

 
To RSVP: 

A $38 check made 
payable to BWRC is 

due by December 20. 
 

Mail check to: 
BWRC 

P.O. Box 1117 
850 E. Lime Street 

Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 

 
Alternate meal must 

be requested 
with your RSVP. 

 
No substitutions 

may be made 
the day of the luncheon. 

 
 

Reservations and  
advance payment required. 

Please, no walk-ins. 

JANUARY MENU 
INFORMATION 

ON 
Salad w/ greens, toasted almonds,  

dried cranberries, Feta cheese 

& Balsamic Vinaigrette 

 
++++ 

 
Salmon in Phyllo w/ Cream Sauce,  
New Potatoes & Vegetable Medley 

 
++++ 

 
Rolls & Butter 

 
+++ 

 
Key Lime Pie 

 
+++ 

 
ALTERNATE VEGETARIAN PLATE 

 
Three-Cheese Ravioli w/  

Fresca Sauce (Tomatoes, Garlic, Basil,  
Olive Oil) & Vegetable Medley 

 
 

BWRC is privileged to host meetings and   
social events at Belleair Country Club.    
Members and guests must comply with 
BCC's dress and conduct code. Dresses, 
skirts, blouses, dress slacks and pant-
suits are     appropriate for women. Men 
must wear shirts with sleeves and remove 
caps in the dining room. Blue jeans are 
not permitted. 
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BWRC OFFICERS 
 

President 
Dianne Blum 

 

First Vice President 
Sara Mollo 

 

Second Vice President 
Claudia Walker 

 

Treasurers 
Jessica Reed 
Louise Davis 

 

Hospitality 
Candace Gardner 

 

Ways & Means 

Corinne Steinhardt 
 

Communications 

Claudia Thomas 
 

Corresponding  
Secretaries 

Kassy Brewer 
Alyssa Palonis 

 

Recording Secretary 
Carol Abernathy 

 

Historian 
Deb Walker 

 

Chaplain 
Patricia Wagner 

 

Past President 
Deb Walker 

 

Parliamentarian 
Renatta Cochran 

FROM THE 
BWRC  

PRESIDENT 
It’s �me to celebrate! We have all been so blessed with 

changes that occurred over the last few weeks of 2024.  We 

now have amazing poli�cians running our government, and 

President  Donald J. Trump has moved forward already with 

exci�ng proposals and cabinet nomina�ons, giving us a new 

hope for our future and op�mism as the new year arrives. 

We can be proud of the work that was done to get here.  

Thanks to many, many volunteers, the number of registered 

Republican voters in Florida soared during 2024 with 

450,000 more GOP voters than in 2023. That nearly doubled 

the distance between our party and Democra�c voters in 

the state. In 2023, the gap was 56,301; in 2024 the gap rose 

to 112,145. Florida is red and ge1ng redder! 

 
 

People o2en come up to me, glance around and whisper  

excitedly, “We are so thrilled to have taken our government 

back!”.  Although, some�mes I am also asked, “Why do you 

have Trump/Vance and Luna s�ckers on your cars? Aren’t 

you afraid your car will be damaged?” Well, we do not need 

to be silenced as we are now the majority and we’ve been 

proven right. We can be brave enough to speak our truth. 

   
 

I have confidence we supported the right thing.  “Life is not 

about expec�ng, hoping and wishing, its about doing, being 

and becoming”.  We must be proud and strong.  We deserve 

to celebrate this New Year more than we have any other.  

 
   

Dianne BlumDianne BlumDianne BlumDianne Blum 
BWRC President 
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