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Message

The Elderly Care Program, which is being implemented in
Odisha in collaboration with Social Security and Empowerment of Person
with Disabilities (SSEPD) Department is just over two years now. In this
short span of time, it has demonstrated significant outcomes in terms of
setting up of the Hub Centre at BMC Bhawani Mall, operationalization
of one Spoke Centre at Nayapalli, reaching out to more than 3000 elderly
across Bhubaneswar through various city-wide programs including the

Open Mic Program.

As an outcome of the “Open Mic” Program, the release of the
book “Gapa Hi Jibana” is a matter of great pride for us. The book, which
is an anthology of stories by the Senior Citizens of Bhubaneswar, is not
an ordinary book but much more. It carries the emotions, knowledge and
experience of the elderly, which can be passed on to many like them and

also for generations.

I congratulate our team for their consistent effort in grounding
of the Elderly Care Program in Odisha. We sincerely thank the SSEPD

department for this partnership and support to come up with this book.

X%
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Foreword

The number of ageing people is increasing rapidly
and improving their Quality of Life (QOL) is an important
task. As per Census 2011, there were about 4 million Senior
Citizens in the state of Odisha constituting 9.5% of the total
population. This is more than the National Average of 8.6%.
The latest Economic Survey estimates that this number will
grow to 4.9 million (10.8%) by 2021, 6.5 million (13.4%) by
2031 and 8.3 million (16.6%) by 2041.

Thus, Population ageing is an inevitable demographic
reality. Taking into account the fact that demographic
transition isn’t necessarily accompanied with an increase
in quality of life, the urban model of Elderly Care Program
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in Odisha by LivoLink Foundation focuses on happy and
healthy ageing.

A needs assessment study conducted in
Bhubaneswar in 2018 by LivoLink Foundation in association
with Symbiosis Statistical Institute (SSI), Pune revealed that
loneliness is the biggest issue for Senior Citizens. A majority
of them are staying alone since their children are away in
other city/state/country for education or job. This drives
them into depression impacting their health and over all
wellbeing.

Realizing the fact that the Senior Citizens have a rich
life experience to share, which will not be unraveled unless
they are provided a platform, the “Gapa Hi Jibana” program
was a positive step towards this. The main idea behind the
program was to capture the real-life stories of Senior Citizens
through a series of storytelling sessions aimed at providing a
safe, non-judgmental space to them where they can openly
share their stories and emotions.

The members participating in story telling sessions
were also taken through Story Telling and Writing Workshops
as part of Gapa Hi Jibana (“Stories are Life”) series. The
objective of these workshops was to help participants develop
structure and character in their stories and help them
identify and tell their personal stories in a more interesting
and impactful way. The third way of engaging the elderly was
through meditation and art session.

More than 250 Senior Citizens were taken through
this journey in partnership with Unmukt Foundation and 55
selected stories have been compiled into the book “Gapa Hi
Jibana” or “Stories are Life”.
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I thank all the Senior Citizens who participated
in this program. This is just a beginning I would say. The
sharing platform that was created is still continuing through
a WhatsApp Group where the Senior Citizens are regularly
sharing their experiences in the form of short stories, poems
and songs in different languages. It keeps them meaningfully
engaged and sharing their feelings and emotions through
creative writing helps them cope with their loneliness in a
better manner.

Seema Gupta
Lead- Elderly Care Program, Odisha
LivoLink Foundation-An Initiative of Tata Trust

Gapa Hi Jibana

About Gapa Hi Jibana

n 6th July, 2019, when Seema from Livolink

Foundation reached out to me with a question -
what interesting activity can we do to engage senior citizens,
My eyes filled with joy and I exclaimed - stories! We will do
Open Mics with them and collect their stories, experiences...
She had many questions and apprehensions in the beginning
as storytelling is a very passive activity. Some people would
like it, some might get bored. She wanted to be very sure that
our program would be engaging and helpful to the elderly.
We got so involved in the planning and discussion that
we forgot about lunch altogether and a one hour meeting
stretched to four hours!
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At Unmukt, we always believe that real culture is
knowledge which travels from one generation to another.
In the absence of books and internet, our ancestors used
to pass this knowledge through stories, drawings, music,
etc. Remember how fondly as a kid did we use to listen to
stories from our grandparents? Don't we still dearly miss
that part of childhood? These stories were not just meant
to give us sweet sleep. They gave us knowledge, thrill and
what not. In the age of internet and gadgets, this interaction
and knowledge sharing has been diminishing. Connections
in families, relatives, people in general, are being neglected,
and hence lost.

We officially began Gapa Hi Jibana or “Stories are
Life” on Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri Jayanti on 2nd
October, 2019. We started with the open mic and invited
senior citizens to share their own stories. The response
exceeded our expectations. But it wasn't all rosy as we had
thought of. We had organized many open mics, storytelling
workshops earlier and for all age groups, where youngsters
are so excited to share their stories. Here it was just the
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opposite. For the elderly it was a new concept.
Some of them asked - what’s there in my story? Why would
anybody like to hear?

Some of them just told about their education, jobs,
kids. But we were seeking something more, their real-life
experiences, surreal moments, ones that keep coming back
to you every time you close your eyes. That anecdote which
brings out the real emotion. Our team talked to them,
explained the entire concept, and managed to get those
hidden stories out.

Some of them were convinced and started believing
in us, some of them said that they felt better and light after
sharing their story and upon learning the fact that their
stories are worth publishing in an anthology. It was real
empowerment for them.

At the end of one of our story workshops, a
participant asked us if she could take the notebook and the
pen. “I'm taking this notebook and pen as a memory of this
event. From tomorrow onward, no silly work. I'll sit down
to write” It’s heartfelt statements like these that form the
essence of Gapa Hi Jibana.

It still feels like magic to me and my team that in
5 months we were able to touch over 200 souls without the
help of social media. Heartfelt thanks to all senior citizens,
Seema, my team who worked so enthusiastically to invite
members for sessions.

We conducted numerous Open Mics, Story Circles,
and Storytelling Workshops for the elders. In the warmth
and intimacy of the gathering, years’ worth of untold tales
and bottled up emotions were brought to the fore. Some have
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been compiled in the book “Gapa Hi Jibana’, some are locked
in the heart, especially the ones recited on Valentine’s day. :)

We went ahead to conduct Tea, Coffee, and Art -
a workshop on expressing and healing through Art, where
participants started with the notion that they can’t paint but
then nobody wanted to leave even half an hour after the end
of the session! That’s the power of stories Gapa Hi Jibana
wished to unleash.

Welistened to the stories of the elderly - their personal
experiences, their knowledge capsules. This book brings
together the best of these stories in one unique anthology.
Read it for the experiences, read it for the memories, read it
for the knowledge. Above all, read it for life. For Stories are
life. Gapa Hi Jibana.

For us, the journey has just begun. We wish to bring
out more stories, more artwork to Unmukt (unleash) the
inner artist, the real person in you.

Shweta Agarwal,
Founder,
Unmukt Foundation
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A Preview of the Stories

1. Anabadya Byaktitwa (An Amazing Personality)

An accident takes the author back in the life of Mrs. Sharma
and the wonderful life she has lived, while staying away from
her homeland.

2. Nyaya (Justice)

In the dead of the night, in the icy winter of December, the
writer meets a fifteen-sixteen year old girl, and is forced to
question the existence of humanity.

3. Eka Abhula Anubhuti (An uforgettebale experience)

How trees can become family in our lives and losing them
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can mean losing a family member.
4. Sabhinka Thu Sikhiba (Learning from Everyone)

When Guddu sits down with his grandfather one evening, he
shares a story from the Mahabharata of a young Yuddhisthir,
that's engaging and educating.

5. Launch Jaatraa Ra Bibheesika (A Tragic Journey on the
Ferry)

A family trip by launch from Kujang to Cuttack turns tragic
and the author is left thinking of God.

6. Sesha Paahaacha (The Last Step)

What happens when you meet an old familiar face in a
distant land - someone you were supposed to marry once
upon a time?

7. Mo Chalaa Baatara Saathi Anand (Anand - A friend for
My Journey)

In a book of sacrifice, women write new pages everyday.
Read to know about Sudhashree’s sacrifice.

8. Smruti (Memory)

A poignant tale of a little kid Muni and her unlikely
friendship with the author’s ten year old self; a story that is
bound to leave you in tears.

9. JaiJagannath

In adverse times, who comes to your aid? A Jagannath
devotee shares her complicated relationship with the Lord
of the Universe.

Xxii
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10. Bhautika Prabhaaba (Supernatural Effect)

The author shares her brush with the supernatural, on a
journey through the jungle.

11. Sehi Sukrabaara Dina (That Friday)

Worried about Jaga Balia, a woman seeks Maa Santoshi's
help. Is there any hope?

12. Daadhi (Beard)
A story about man's fascination with his beard.
13. Anubhutiru Pharde (A Page from Life)

Author shares her experience with a cat that ended up
shaping her career.

14. Prachestaa O Nisthaa (Perseveration and Dedication)

Personal experiences of the author's perseverance and
dedication which changed life of many poor kids.

15. Aamba Chori (Mango Stealing)

Who can forget the adventure of stealing mangoes during
childhood? This story takes you back to those days.

16. Kaanda (Lament)
How does a little girl deal with the death of her grandmother?

17. Mo Jeje O Moro Ganita Siksha (Grandpa and My
Mathematics Class)

Once upon a time, the grandparents were the first teachers of
the kid. Here's a story reliving those days.
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18. Sei Pilaati (The Boy)

Life keeps throwing situations at you, problems on your way.
Listen to the story of a 12-year old kid dealing with life.

19. Eka Abhulaa Smruti (An Unforgettable Memory)

A late night walk by the sea on a new moon night turns
darker when unexpected dangers arrive.

20. Aai (Maternal Grandmother)

An unexpected encounter with the author’s Aai (Maternal
Grandmother) in the middle of night, while returning back
home.

21. Bahaghara (Marriage)

In a pre-liberisation India, the author keeps refusing to
marry. For how long?

22. Dibyaanubhuti (A Divine Experience)

God lives not in wood, stone, or earth, but in our thoughts.
This is the stry of the author's experience while contributing
to building a temple for Mangala. How it allowed him to help
others and himself.

23. Garbhabasthaa (Pregnancy)
Read about a tragic tale involving a monkey and a child.
24. Gapa Hele Bi Sata (A True Story)

The author recounts the trials and tribulations of decades of
human life, and the search for meaning.

25. Hastaakshyara (Handwriting)

XXiv
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A meeting with a Sanyaasi brings back memories. This is the
story of a teacher and the taught.

26. Mama (Daughter)
Our daughters are precious, and how.
27. Jharana Ra Aatmakathaa (Autobiography of Jharana)

How do the values you gather during childhood shape the
person you become in the future? Find out through a short
account of Jharanass life.

28. Mo Samayara chatashali (Kindergarten back in my time)

A story set in 1948-49 about being in pre-primary school
and what it meant to celebrate Saraswati Puja back in that
era.

29. Kotieru Gotie (One in a Million)

It takes a very special person to forget the injustice wreaked
upon her, and dedicate her life towards the betterment of
humanity.

30. Aagaku Kichhi Kariba (We’ll Do Something)

What but dreams keep the human spirit alive, beating day
after day? Read to find about the author’s life of dreams
fulfilled, and the indomitable will to go on.

31. Surjyodaya (Sunrise)

A story that's lived by countless Indian women in insufferable
marriages, this is the story of Ahalya who decides to take
control of her life even if it means to end it.

XXV
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32. Abhyarthanaa (Hospitality)

In a family function, something happens that makes
Saudamani feel like she has received the Nobel prize. Find
out!

33. Sweekarokti (Acceptance)

A reader and fan tries to reach out to his favorite author, only
to be spurned by her, again and again. For how long?

34. Fani (Cyclone)

A frightening narration of facing Cyclone Fani and dealing
with its destruction.

35. Anubhuti Ru Kahaani Tie (A story from my experience)
The author recounts a life strewn with God’s blessings.

36. Sabu Saphalataa Ra Chaabi Kaathi Chestaa (Endeavour
is the key to all success)

When his young daughter is disheartened after failure in
exams, how does the father find motivation for his kid?

37. Maharaga Jasha (Costly Fame)

In a world run by business and money, is there any place for
the pen and the artist?

38. The Gardener’s Wife

Rowdy boys, Merchant of Venice, and an act beyond the age
- the author shares her school-time experience.

39. Empowering Farmers

XXVi
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The protagonist embarks on a quest to bridge the gap
between farmers and farming science in Mayurbhanj district
of Odisha.

40. Transfer Travails

A middle aged man, married for twenty years, has to move
out of home, away from family. How does he live his time?

41. Stories of Junior High School

We all have our favorite teachers. Read the story of a teacher
and his pranks.

42. Motherhood

There never was, nor will there ever be an end to the trials
faced by a mother.

43. My Experiments With Three Eye-Specialists

One mysterious eye disease. Three specialists and their
unique ways of treating it.

44. Too Busy To Say Sorry

What makes people forget their manners? The stress of
work? Or the blindness of power?

45. Para

In the twenty-first century, are superstitions good? Bad?
Necessary? Find out from the story of Para.

46. Childhood Questions

A mother worries about the future of her kids. Then she
decides to ask them personally.
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47. Ravi The Carpenter

The author recounts his Sunday morning trial with an
inpatient wife and a trusted carpenter.

48. Godhuli (Twilight)

On a trip to Mangaljodi, an act of humanity forces the writer
to challenge his preconceived notions.

49. Recirculation of the Mahatma

On a trip to Mangaljodi, an act of humanity forces the writer
to challenge his preconceived notions.

50. My Childhood in Bhubaneswar

The writer brings out unrelated snippets of his past, lived in
a Bhubaneswar City in its younger days.

51. Ishwar Kahin Bhi Kisi Bhi Roop Me (Omnipresent God)
God is everywhere. The quote keeps getting proven, day after
day.

52. Samay ke Rishtey (Relationships with time)

The story of a best friend lost for fifty years - this story takes
you back to the nostalgia of the 50s.

53. Rail Yaatra (Train Journey)

A conversation in the train bogey breaches the topic of the
modern-day women. Where does the talk lead to?

54. Umeed aur dostee (Hope and Friendship)

Afflicted with polio, how does a young girl deal with
everything that society and life throw at her?

55. Ek Patra Putri Ke Naam (A Letter for my Daughter)

xxviii

Gapa Hi Jibana
A mother writes a heartfelt letter to her specially-abled

daughter - a story of how they stuck with her; stuck with
hope.

XXixX
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others how you expect yourself to be treated by, is what she
believes in. She welcomes everyday as a new beginning and
feels blessed for the opportunity to explore and embrace
this beautiful universe.She is a member of the Silver Age
Foundation.
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About the Author

Pranati Mishra born and brought up in Baripada,currently
lives in Bhubaneswar. She is a strong believer of God,
believes in helping others and in good deeds. She lives by the
phrase"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam"(the world is one family).
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About the Author

Renuka Panda, a graduate, is a homemaker. Though she was
always a keen learner, she was unable to explore her creativity
earlier . After connecting with Silver Age Foundation,she has
started penning down her thoughts.
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©UR JOURNEY ThROUZh PICTUReS

N
N
\\\\ Our first thought Open Mics for the
\\\\ about Stories? Let’s Elderly! Quite some
\\\ listen to one! place for stories!
&
N
You may be a sea-
soned speaker, or a
back bencher - the
Who better than a lure of sharing your
master storyteller to story got the best of
weave a story? them on the podium.
The older you are, While the rest of
the more stories us,
you have, itching to had the time of
come out! our lives.
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Stories were
a treat! Love
stories? Those
made our day!

Some of our elderly,
preferred to write.
Preferred the pen over
the mic!

And we at Unmukt

brought together
all such stories

- spoken and
written!
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Stories began to
appear! So did the
smiles.

Our Gapa Hi Jibana
gatherings turned to
fond memories!

The road goes ever
onand on...

Right from the door
where it began.

Because Gapa Hi
Jibana.

Stories are Life.

57



Gapa Hi Jibana

11
6Q% QIR QR
ARIQI A4

Q g29Ia d& AYE 66T R Ml | 691

g@ﬁ 208 98,9009 | ARIQ ADR 6aRI& ARSI
6olenm QIE ceRdMl | 6928 GRe dAl QEGIE Qe QRN
AR QE6Q Q@ AIRAN | Qe K2l QS QS JNl ATER FL
Q@ 62AIR | ARIR Al ACBV1G @Ie A0R | §aIa G2 @Q ¥Q
2 g cdiR QYR AR AR oI QIFl | SR AT
adelq QI AI/TIT 20 KRGS ¢ | 7166 69 6912 9 RE
c1 21dQl GRQ 661l QDG 20 FAZ | AIHER FlIR AERVIR
R0 | 99e RRRIEA ER6R @d 2IP6R Fedl JR @

58

Gapa Hi Jibana

@2l FEI6Q @8 AYFU 249G | AR 6912 LR A YR
Qm AN | 604 YI6A @ @€ gig 96 gRRIa heq JdaAe
28 6209 @Q |

gReIa 2if 96QIa IR 98 el 6QIR 69
dacler G2l QI8 QIQE Alee GgId Qa8 | 6ARQ A6l
6990 alIg 968 AT FIkIF Jod K@ | ARIE AYER
QD QAR QUY, 6R6R 6R6Q JY 6RIFT AAUAY @A
AIRlg @8 @Y Q QUl IPFIQ 6QQI AR @B | Il
QA2 €60 Qa2 QIR8 | QIF, QRSN K28 ¢ AV AlRlT
6Q6YEREATR | 604 (AR IV, ALRER, QIS
6Q6R g Q10 QAR QP ALERAUY RQF |

671Q & 966 TR AP GO6Q F166 MIEG AT
A2l 691 216 ARQ 6QIA | 604 ¢ 62 7168 FIF A2 |2l
24,7Q60R) F6Q, VIR R6Q, A1 & Q6 | 661l g2 &2
@ Q0 QREIE 692 HQIT Qall a6 ¢ A2 AEIVIF 20
62201 249 | Bl AIFRE A4l &I 9d Q6L | P12 UEQ 664
ARV ATl AQ QYR 6Q AR 6PARE | AQ AAAYI, AQ
QUQQ ARUIAER GIH caRed | 628 AQ ASEIQ dal e
ga FoUQ A2 A1kl A6RAVG @@ 208 | FRQ AQ ARI
Qall g2l 1886 6KIG6QQl, QI @llg @R 6241, GG &a

4 A9l 218 g99Ia 60 @ @AQIq gl 993 | ARdIa @2l

59



Gapa Hi Jibana

920 AR AV TR, YELIR 2T JRAAER & R4 U6 |
Jal QER ARKER TR IR 62IR 6CR AQ 692 JUQ AR
23 |

9)

6269 @9 66l I9 6RRAAEA AFLAM | A8 AR FIel
@M | 99 OR 209l 6anq ARl 6 AR FAUwQ 6CIQ
Ada @ @8 qQdal IR, 6Q2 Al @2l IAER | 62
Ql6n gl QIFYe 6QIR 693 Q2 626n7 | AQER A QIF
AR §e ATER 61& ABR | A GQ ] HAUCLRT! ‘AAIR” AR
@ AOIM 6QHIER AFIR O | IR @2 6a16d QIFEQ g
Qe | LU YN | 9@ QIE QA0 KRR AR §.6. 6QYR |
YR UFQ CRAQ 691Q1 F6QVSI JEUIR T 6Q Q2SI AR
MO 98 UTCAIM QYA 6212 6ACTRAER | 9,
UTAQ 6D |

6T QIF @0 | F8LY ¢ €U @RIR | 96 MITQ
6TR0 6916 | @, Gl ‘cala! gl AIgE 'q ¢ F3acae
g | ‘6RIS Siam 21K 2’ ¢ 2016, @8 @8 9 6 @@
@0l

‘QUS 6QIA ! 692 QM WY @ 2’
‘@6, A9 0 28 |1 IR enea I’
FUQ APER6ER 698 T3 | 671Q HARI, €SI,

60

Gapa Hi Jibana

668 QAQ 2eQ Ol FRQ | 6¢ll 692, ASAR AR IR BIg
QA6 go RAIN | 2@ @2l 62IR QR |

6QGR 660 AR6Q QIF PG 6aRal 99l ¢ 183 |
PR ARIR AR AUV ARG Q82 AR o’ d@ IR 6.5
Q.Q JoLe 6Q¢lQ QdaIR | 88! 69 FAREQ & 6QAR g2l
QAEE Rl | 7g BT AETT AQ YL AR 1 2R 9 BR A6R
2210 298 9, GIAY O@ 6ATNRFA ACATLIQ 629 | 62
12l ARV ‘@6l PUIE ARG 6PN A 6@l Al Y

QI @9 ¢l 24l 622 Ml | A9 AR 62RAMN | Q&
AR 9% FUQ 6TIR AR | IFAQ @, 2R IR 85 | AIB6R
@2l 62Q I |

‘ag !

QM 960 64l6e g @al @8R I’

‘Qud 6Qla ? ?’

‘AR ¢ WRE QIR P2 QR | A8 ¢ AR FaR
QUQIA 2R | F6l 9F2 & IR | 2Rl dg Feiea e
ZEQAALIR 629 1.61.9.60 | 60218 TNl Q0w QUMER @S 2
@ ? CIZI A62TIF QIR FAR AU AR GIF IR AR VT
ATR 2CEQAR IR J2IR @R | 661l AR K28 TRl GBI Q2

A6V Q4 6ARIR QYR I

61



Gapa Hi Jibana

q2 2Ia @8 @89l 9aQ ¢ @@ SRR | ‘9o Qd
6n JQl 69R RRTING 6912 627 UIRARM | 6RLYR RIS
AR RN ARG T ATARQ deR | A0 ol
AR QIFAQ 6212 62IQ J2ET dIQ IR M | 69 Ba)
IR © 6910 98 @8 QoRe! AQU KARIQ 28 1

32 6QRI 29 @ 62IQ IR | ‘@R Al AUV
601Q QS YRER AP GRT FAIRAES | QR I’

%%

About the Author

Sadhana Mishra is a homemaker, wonderful wife, mother
& Grandmother. She loves spending time with friends, has a
keen interest in music, dance, theatre & talks on spirituality.
She loves plants & has an ardent connection with the
environment. She is a member of Silver Age Foundation for
Elders.
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About the Author

Dr Susama Misra, a well-known writer
popular among Odias in and outside
Odisha.

Her published works include four poetry

collections, two short story collections
besides a treatise on lyricism in modern Odia poetry. She is
a regular contributor of poems and short stories to various
leading Oriya magazines. She also writes short plays and
successfully directs School / College students and women.
Besides that, she participates in various radio and television
programs/discussions on issues of public interest. She is
the Founder President of Mahila Samities at Kabisurya
Nagar and Kodala in Ganjam district as well as the Ladies
Association 'Sampark' at Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar. She
has received several awards and felicitations from various
presitgious organizations, few notable are Kadambini
Kavita Samman, Laadli Media National Award & Subrata
Rath Smaraki Samman (Sahitya Bharati).
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About the Author

Shaktiprava Mishra is a Masters in Sociology, Anthropology
and Education. She has been engaged in literary pursuit for
more than two decades and has five published books(Short
story collections) to her credit. This apart, she has written
features and articles in various journals and has been a
presenter of programmes on TV and AIR. She has been
honoured with several literary awards from various
Organisations.
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About the Author

Jyotsna Satapathy, is a liberal arts graduate and a homemaker.
She enjoys singing, writing and teaching.
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About the Author

Kalika Biswal is a M.Ed with thirty-eight years of teaching
experience who is spending her retirement days tending to
her terrace garden. Her garden abounds in different fruits
and medicinal plants. Besides her love for nature, she spends
her time stitching and cooking. Her greatest happiness
however lies in teaching. She mourns the lack of proper
environment and value education in the present days. She
believes the modern day kids find it difficult to face tough
situations as they are are not adequately trained physically
and mentally at school.
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About the Author

Nalini Mishra, a member of Silver Age
Foundation and homemaker by choice. She
likes singing, writing , telling storiesand
cooking. She enjoys spending time with her
family and friends. She is always ready to
help people in difficult times. She likes to
stay happy and spread happiness.
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About the Author

Kamalini Pattnaik is a retired teacher from
Kendra Vidyalaya and has been engaged with
students for more than 30 years. She uses
creative content to teach mathematics. She
loves to read spiritual books and has interest
in socio political issues.
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interest in current affairs.
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through storytelling.

%%

103



Gapa Hi Jibana

21
QLU

692mal 6QRIUG

o~

de FIrANER 691 KY 691IR QU R66! 6N

Qfma 2R 9@ 2FQ1E 8 671Q ARl FQRGT

G° 6911Q 6% 6% A2l CRIY P66 FRAR1T, 691Q ARAA & R64]

JAR1, 691Q Q@ QA& D4 671IQ 61 QUIR 61 AR

20 SYEMIRUR QLR SRFQ QI8 FIGF1 6ARIAGT 6Q
Y @681 TR |

v

6ClQ 62 I FI6R 2R ¢ 6969 OSIRT AIRSAM
gdelel 6§41 6@ 6¢IQ 6Q1R 6Q0I6Q FVLR1 R | ?j: c1N

104

Gapa Hi Jibana

62Ic dRIg Q4 9@ 6N G ¢ gafq @ aLIRAM e
692 JQI IRERE6R Q2 ¢ QAR YIY A& |

6QlIGN @2l 691Q FIRY 6RIFT6ARAQ ICLIRE F6Q
60 @IR QRER 61T URAIRER F6E A CRARANRE
JAQIQ FRIYERA FUR QIER ARERR FQAE | 671Q 6216 6QR
299 gaId @ 91 6AIR ARG AAIREA AR AR AR
8 2Q QY8 AT, AT JF 6269 ATEY AR R
@06 P66 HIRQ AR ? @B FIQ ? A9 IRYQRER
62Q | U1 6AIR AIRG 160 ARI0RI AIRE JRARE ?

¢ 6269 6@19d Q1 6RING FRIER! ARIYLIR 6RHER
Q20 @] MIET | Y 6ClIQ VARIRER ¢ 6QHYRID | Fg 6AIR
AR6gRIea ¢ Y A0 F6@ A9eer del AR F6Q |
6911Q 2l RAQIQ 671IR AR 2GR PR 6NR FEQ @ VRER
QIR 6RIR J6Q | 691Q IRl 69IQ RT HAVER 2R
A2 | 20018 QA8 W6R6R 60 AR QN 6ARIYEM
6TIIG 6Q6Q, (1R 62IQ26M 6TIUIG 6269, 0IQ AR U]

AREN HIAR QLI 622 IR 6@IEIT g U 6141T QAR |

6Q6m 6Q6n 671Q 2R A FIRIER FEGY 64 601
TR O RAE6R AILIAQ AR | ¢ 262 Q & ARIF QL
6202 @ G 60IQ A2 2l 62@ I2IF, ¢ AR FILIq QL
62IQ TIRE QIF, ¢ Q2| 628 @ QI?, Fae 6708 ¢ Q2! 628

105



Gapa Hi Jibana
Q12|

¢ 2l g8 62R 64, 696 AAIR YA A ARG
ARG (RS 66069 LIARR 691Q ALAR 629 3 TG ALK
629 6998 J090q QARd QF JIQAUES G Y@ QeRdw
QEIASIER IRV ARG 629, Y@ JAIAQ AQ IR
YHFC 629 § AAIR AU IHFE 629 | 604 671 IR 7160
I TR *RI 6066 691a ¢ QI A0 QB 6Q0IEQ ARE
dI0 9EQIQ QG 62M | 6A0IEQ Q& 60FI6 67lIQ 2INQ Q8!
Q0 @8 (8 AYTQ P8 QA FAG |

d 604 Q69 Rl g9 AR, 069 I A IR
Q@g, 6E IR GARIAI 07 AR AIDE ? 64 2R ARY
ARE JIR RI2IAIQ AS }I QI ?

QR QUEQ g4 691Q ARG 6069 6028 @Q Ra6m |
g 99 *AQI 9Q TR0IQ A6 AR YR AALFACR A AN |
AAYF0IQ VPR Q6L 64 6QCNER HRLE R 12 ? AALFOIQ
QRRA 0IF 969Ie @AQlq QN | ¢ da 99Q 19a QIF
@R6Q 628 AR ¢ 6AR0IER ARR | ¢] 6alIT B2 6FIQ G6R
60Q QIR | 671 FIZ Q62 @ 69IQ UY6Q 7160 FFRR
Al 2eQ RI2E QIRCAI | 6282l ¢ 2IF gald @8 | 6aIQ
2R 288 Q0 FAE GIQ ARG 6ClR ARY 2R AR 6Ll ANl
AR FI6L 6F1IQ QIRAR FIER 6ATNPEFR A Q8 QR RS |

106

Gapa Hi Jibana

D)

3 ¢ P08 G6Qle 988 8 ANIG Y FBE 6 6ARER
Y 6212 @9, dI0 IR, dI0 FULRIY JAd Al6R QAR
60Im 62106269Q 6QAARTER QIR ARAUR IEQR AUFER
QPR 8 FRIERIQ AYHIR 6291Q QR — 1@ 96 ANEQ ¢
6010 Il QeQ JOIQ @AF |

w

60Q A0 IRl AARI, ¢ FENR 6Q IR B2 AR
QAR AR08 69 AU VAR CIAR FAR QIR QA A
Iza 2IeQ QIRAGNY KRR, 620AIR IF T FEIAS |
PR FARAEQ 6AIQ QU FNA 60 FDER @, ‘Q QAR
6069 @019 2’604 ¢ A6Q FBR @ 160 FES QLA EAING
2 ¢ QeI 628 | 60§ W6Q AR @ Q 606Q AR AR
9 JIR F6R 6IR | 6ACRERER F160 AR ARIR 666Q
2R Qleg Q12 29l ARRAl ? 969 ANRER CRARNR QU6
Q2IAQ 622%L CI2I YRR 166 ARG @ | 691 AR
6A6066R 920 J2IQ AN 604 F66 AFRAIN R
Q1G99 @ ¢ 218 FAR | 649 ¢ IR JAS TAAEQR Q12|
62IRAM | 671Q QACN 62988 F6E QI MERFA 63
Qe AT REAIY | GIFQ 6ACEERER 631 ARAR s,
626m62 ¢ OlF A2 QULICL IR ARAR &Y 67 U
Q8YQ 26 QTR AR ARYIP 6RARR | @ 671 JYR
dQ 6RIce @20 Yden QIR Gl WER F68l ekl &

SN QI21 62Q28 | 691Q AR AR 6208 Qe 3 64 8

107



Gapa Hi Jibana
iReem |

691Q QI2IIQ 629! T6Q ¢ 692 ¢lea A AR
A6 9@, 6A0RIQ A 6QIR Alewa Q8¢ Id SVAER
Q6% 8 AARIIY FARIQ 69/ Y F6Q | €] AR Dl 21!
RIIER PEE U 6AIR PR 691Q K2l B FIAER 2RTE 621Q
QIF0IQ A9H QEQ YT UV ALl 6212l U IR
QAR FI6R 692 AF FINER TS 62IR ISl VRS
FER 692 6210 6216 U Y T FAhL Q6L QRS
629 62 STAER MY FIAFRR |

%

About the Author

Mrs. Snehalata Senapati is a retired Reader in History. She
has been engaged students in teaching History near about
32 yrs. Her interest is to read social reform books and to go
on tours to different historical places.Her prime interest is to
work for the destitutes in Society specially for the women.

%%

108

Gapa Hi Jibana

22
QIQRG

FARR g

~N - -
ﬂ@@g | RCCY Q2R @2l | @agEl 2R
6910 REAIRIFE ATRINTER ABGR JRUGER

QRYLQ IR YRR 621RM |

699 YP6a Qerleq fde 2ede, 698 QRda
0QdIgea 2da Q9P 6441 9e9ee QWAL | T
dGeQl 692 AFER F68l QY FAR AR QUG 6@ B RFER
605N QIS4 JRIRG R AT 60T 6 | I RENIRT QAT

109



Gapa Hi Jibana
Q6 4@ TRl ISR @A AR |

aoq Gdig 9eq 98 Adel 9o el | 622N
6QIEN QIR ACANR 62IRAMI, 6L VR 6TI2R &
FEAIR1 QITQ! 62T 6IRASA | BIF AEER AR ] & R64! |

@68 NP @06, “ QURR!, G684 IR K64 626Q
6QIR @228 | 2K 69160 AFIR @2 I”g AUAR ARl
R0 62ING I QIR RN FRER ARYR 8 2RIQ FFIER
Rl a1 ARER A2 AFRIFR Q6 621D |

AARRET  AFQ Sdl 689 adugcq dLEQIq
AN | F1E8Q RRIRA! 28GR 6915 6509 G629 @Ml 69RO
Q160 @@ RN | ¢ 698 680R6Q 6216l 6RRAR | “ ARG,
I8 @2 QUG 62l ? AAE AR 2F6Q Gl ST 6969 ? O
626m 2EH MY 26Q I” - 264 B @d6a | ¢ & Yl
@QR 691N @2 |

08 @aQ 2dQ ? 620 ALl 629 ? NAQ gY 799
26RO @QAIN | 698 AR AIG (681gQ, 671Q Ted
2 QUR) 6QITY 6QIRIR KRN A8 TRR AIHER 6AR0R
AdIeR A6 AEQ AAY! @IRIQ FRRIQ 2R | QI
deIRQIQ 64 AU @8al, ‘@Rl IR0 BRLINNER 67
2edigl 21 228 | IR 9W6e9 AU 6REM | IR ARl

110

Gapa Hi Jibana

UARER 1061 629 I” ¢ @Rl g9a1 URER IR 629l @l
R2QIq 69 QEIQE A% REAI 69 APPSR dIR HFQ S
6Q26Q IR B2UR FER TP 92O 629 |

AR6Q & 2IEel 9T Q@AM | G6e 691Q
AIRA-J2 QIR GRQ 28R, “9a, ANAEH FRCYR TRl
aIgq 9el, 6200 Q8R! IFRIFA AR 620168 FR6LIR @
6208 @ 2121”7 671Q RAICQ TR QI 62Rl | 08 ARRR 26T
262 AIRR A0 YENER PINY FRCYR AR | galeel
ARl FGQQ IR AT Q82 IR, 622 G IR Jg1=a
O0@dl QF 12fiq AR 968 I A6Q | 64 AIFQ FIIER
g 21 | AT IR @Rl QIR JARER 629 | HF IO
QEQ R | G121 AR 6960 dp 629 JIIRRIQ 64 FPEM,
“QARIRI JURER IR 629, BEQ IR ARAR AR
Q2Q 98,000 Q Mo,000 O WG | 7 AR JYF VURER
R 9@Ql dIal 62 AP c26a K12 | 98 26 AerRl FRY
6aq |

d 996 QIGRA, ¢ ¢ 6 98 @2 Q1P AR ARITA
(@6 62QI0IR | ] AFAR, PRGN © 6298 | AT JRG
6Q6M QIR ARG A2Q | ARER 671Q 61, 2LFIQ KRS FeIMl |
98, Mo 2RIR 6= 671Q A6 AR 692Q | 19R Y2 AR
Y QB ARG FEIAR | 6962 GQ 2R ] ANCYQ A

111



Gapa Hi Jibana
6Q 21dq |

@E9Q J6Q FRQ JARIRel *AFR 650« QT |
622 65096a §6* F96g 647l 6l @ P64 ggQ dals 0Iq
2ol 661G 60 RUYITe FAUKIRER | AlcL 86 E
Qw0 999 AR 998 920 98 IR 8LPIR OF Ue
629 69IM 623Q OF ARMI | AKUIRY Al AR @ MY Y
6Q26Q R6RH QRYMI | AILI6LR R 692 KRR QA A
629 6QIR ga 62! |

RS0 2G0 2 g FAQ! AR 69 AINAEH 62
claq @8 AQQE 620IQ TR J6Q Q&SR | Gl2l Ml 1@
Q@ |

“QR0eg g0 28 gale @8l J6Q 6Q Q2 R4l
de qaea ARl T QGen JQ AT ARG ALE LIS
699 8 G908 @6l AR 66T @Rl J9R e QIREM |
G2 QAEPARN U6Q 692 VR RUEQ RID Q4 AR FLEIR
Q4 6Q6M | 698 AALER FIFA YR AL AAAIRRA! | IR
AR 6QUFIES 621 AIRIAR | AIRTR YRR ¢ 6060 IR GIGR

v

g NeR Qg 671Q 669 2T | ¢ IR 968 | A

»

o I AR | IR VILICLQ 6QYES |

0@ QA6 R JQIARR | 96Q 78 Yo 26a |

112

Gapa Hi Jibana
AR QI8 699 629 | 8 9o@ JoT FIde |

oa @R6a IR 999 IR UIFIINER QHSIR |

L

200 Qdal goaI 629 AER 8 R 1 62N 2IEASR!
QIRRI | 66960 Fo 62l 26T AR 621Q YOI QI AR |

REGSN A€o QG e (a8del) 8 ade
ARYQ 29 (621R09) goal Iy Afia AN gele a6 |
6Q7IeE ABQ 69Idin Q8 AIF(FRIdIg) Y 16 AFRG
621026M | 986 QT G Q2 Ie* I8 AELYR AR 1@
AFRIRER ALINFQ FITY AAITS Q6 | 92| ¢ ¢
adel 6@ie gda, 621R Y& QldR @ - ¥fe 53de d&
Q80 621 |

698 ANU6ER 691Q IR ALY 2RIQ A gAY
62@ @A 2AY 6163 QIREIQ LIGETIR AQ QLR 2RI |
gogl geq ¢ 769 c6e @dR “0R0e gosl QI QRS |
d Qe c2In @6 | ANIF 2F6R 2P 60l QUS| 7
QI 695G | 210 60IR QAR C2NF 2R | QYRR Yo
QY AR 62RI | IR AITY ANDG 6201 9 IR JFR
gisl 98al RIY CARDR AHTE 62RI | 62IR VAER AR
QAAITR 6291 J6Q Al IR AIeg LAYNER TR FIPER

QIO AN | 9Y6Q FNIE AFRITR Sgeq TLQ 6 YA

113



Gapa Hi Jibana
@AM |

R0 JeIRI 6916 Qe ANIcLIR AT g
AG0Q Qg4 QIFea QIde aeIdrew Algq | 698 AQedq
G 26 K8, @8 @GR 621R2IR FLR YF AUSER |
A2R6Q Q6 98 62IR2IN 2 | AISIY 086 ALYR R
@dge @@ F9RINIeE 296m, “ A @RIAR A | 9AI6R
A6 62 I” A9ge TRRINIER FKIUR FEA | IFEQ VR
AR, “ Q9 QUL ? 6Q90IQ RRIAR!, & 691 @RIAR! 17
e ZIARl - JeICQL! el 623! |

42I96Q QIR6ad6a 2l 6l RIF 2fg @el gl
QIEQ JIUTRR F60q J69d @RARIQ UNRIQ FXl | 64
AALR AQLRE M NEAR :-

CLQ6Q Y629 RARI6Q 12l AFrRIwa AFHUER Q|
21A76Q 9dq | @QQl AI6E 60N QEY 20 AIR PRI
gemd 691l F1ZQ6Q 691h 629IQ UL @R | 64 Jemd
ARl QE6Q | 9F06R, AUER Q6% | 213! @ FIeRG! | Qa9
QI 92l HAG QB2 @ QEIACLR | FARER ¢ AAA, “2 @
deIRg J KISR | 694, 66160 601Q IR RAIRIE | 601Q QIR
AR, 64 Q2 Q@ FRQ | AYER RDQ, YOI KEQ YS!
Q2 QIR QeIRg |7

114

Gapa Hi Jibana

Jeea! ANAER I @8l AGYEQ TR  62Rl |
602 @9 AY6Rd AR 78aq A ol 4Rl [ |
PIFI919gI6a Aewa AIde Jeddln ARIR 713e 229l
S910Q I del YIEE garle ¢RIl Y gRuRIge
62R | “QURIGre QIQI © ACPRS AS AHQE | A
QAIFER 6AER 6NG QU QA V6R | 7 - 4 @2l Q@ 62 |

»

“Ql Q8 QIR YA Te* ARG QI |
QIR 6UUR GIQ 6QUQR TR d6R | & “@ 696l SQU6e
@68 @ dITIEE @ CIG6D | AUER @ FRYER 6Q691 9B QIR
2 Qlegie 1”

dILI

92IQ g8 caml @10, daq, AIF6R 690l RaId,
69901 QQEQ 2B | 604 NG 628 AR QS |

ARl AerRle M@ fha ABe @20 Jeil AQel
QEE | 60IGNY 60IGN @A UQREY F6RURIR eng T6m
¢9q g 62I0de | R6Req 9F QEQ AQ JEe UYWL
R0 2RQ 28 626010 ARSI @S |

ARde @8 gol @8 696016 SR QI2IAQ 62108 |
QG 621 TUTNY I R FEARQIUEQ 08 IEAUTY RN
R0QI J6Q GIQ AR AASINTN 2IQ IR KA U6Q AT
QIR ¢ IR FARIIR REARER | AT AIRE AT

115



Gapa Hi Jibana

U Q@ QA8 FER6R 6QlH 98 JAIQ 6297 QAR A6
AR RGNS gald @AM 64 1R 9@ RRLIR §RI? IR o
QG e AFRIA] 91 Y 6218 | @64 2RISR AIGR
dig 2QgI6a 2T QIFNQ BECR 621R | JB| @8I J6q 69
23R SIS 6TAUNECR I JRIIQ FYS QR | 6Q66RE
ARSI QP RYNYR 6TRER | AIRIFA QU 626M 6QR
38 QI @ fem ?

362 691QQ JAAR! IPAl KBS ARG QIRIQ
@20 | 6@60 AR (L0q YRS | YRR RIF PRI, 6<
AR @R6M QY 600 MG ?” 6A0R ARER ¢ @8 @
@@ JeIed QARQ J6Q UTA] SIRIR | LR GG
dIQ 9LI88 AR 96a A1 B QIFee dIORR | Ae] 6Ia
QR9R,“ ARI6R ¢] 60! YR QAR 69R AR | 6 XA
NGl LRI AAYER 6QYQ 601 YA aQ dRal 1”7 QiR
@993, “P AQIEAIRER RATR 2P FQRAS! IBCS
Agewa 99l @08 | Q08 AYeE I KM Q0 Q] IR
S AGe |

@ras @ddr 468 992 A2 69968 |

A @ QIged 6nIck ARG adR! I
(S1eQEIQQaNBI, ¥/ 9)

69160 1R @RAI, @ | 6Q Qe 9Q2 ARUAER 2 |

116

Gapa Hi Jibana

g @27, “0I9ewa gel @69l AR 6290 A9 @al
JdIR&, ClIeq 99 QAR Te JARE | 62%6a 60l @F
Q21 QI8 ¢ OlF CIEq @JSI 6912 | A8 682 QI @&l
6RRE, Gl2l AGeQ QIR QQYER JRIR QAT | 664 IR
QI 2626M, 62 AIREIER G2 67160 AT QD | AIAQ
RIdY R629IQ 6248 & ?”6Q ALIAR! |

AGQ 9odl 6291 AR 6RlEd AR el Al
PR ALIRER, “ Q67 9 YOI @R | UIGQ Kl @8 AY
6RdeIn @27 62 @8I, “2, A Gl F68 AN U1 EAIR
6R600 Q1 6NIRE JIQT 6Q6M AYER | 7160 661G @RI AR
69Q Jel @GQIg @@ I”

%%

About the Author

Niranjan Mishra, born in Nayagarh, Odisha is a resident of
Bhubaneswar. He started his career at Utkal University as
L.D Assistant in 1973. He further completed his education
by pursuing Masters in Odia and a degree in Law. He retired
in 2013, as Deputy Controller of Examination from Utkal

University, Bhubaneswar. e

117



Gapa Hi Jibana

23
ClLIQY

2agdl AIg

60696n ¢ @8 @18 QaR, 62I66R6R

GQGWQ QIR @} QuULIRAR, Q¢

651611Q AR C1Y ] 69R QUM | 671IQ AICN 6ACREIER IR
QY RARIQ QYR AR | §] 9 AATEQ 69IQ RIS
A0 QR | 61Q IRl 6291 ARAIA 62IRYRMI | ¢ PR

AP0 QRANTER QYN | PETR TN 6ACREAER 64
2Idelem |

6615 QPR TR AR QYA AIR3AM, 2N FROIQ

118

Gapa Hi Jibana

G6Q QQ QIFEQ YR Y@ FlTeed @2 TN QIR QB
Q40IQ, 64 gl AIFe ARl QIR | 62 9 66IG6Q
FNRR QIR 2R YRl | @8 S AR AT U6Q 6Q
2010, A%6q 80l c2Idnl | 671Q IR lYa a Ox, A&
Ag6Q |

¢ 162 7168 @8q 64, @4 @ ? @ G 626/ ¢ 060
6RYRR QRGR | ¢ I6F @2 CIIRURR | ARIR A9 TR

o

J6Q 6Q¢M QA 9 AR 69 6Q0I6Q Q@ TG | ¢
2ARNY 621Q M6 62016 @B 6@IRQ AN | AN AR
dIgEQ 6N Q2R | 61 622 RIFNER AT AR | Gl
QI ARG | 6Q I6Q 9@ @R 218 UIRAREAS | ] AIFQ
QARG (641 | Ol 620X 6Q @2l KAA IR 62RAM IS AFER

3 69 RPEM FNLAIER ITR 29 |

64 QIT6R 69lQ GE674 @R PIPQ AN AR
6RRRR J6m | QI8 NG CRHIAN J6Q 64 RDEM TI16Q
QRS2 QIPAMIR| 6RRIR | 64 6£1Q IR R 69K AU @ 2B |
Q9 9% 6214 601Q 9g AT I YR ABARER |
@8 IR 28 Q2 2SR KR | 6A1Q VN FQ AT QB

6aR 2 JPKEM QI FRIYER 6C1IQ FRE 62IRAN G AQ. i@
621G |

QG 2UARER Y CRIRAM YA 60IQl CRIRRE

119



Gapa Hi Jibana

JRITY §Q 010 @Rl 696 Q4 |, Ag ola 2IY T9 [l | &8
AR @Y 901 IRIRR| TEQ 64 QR A6Q I 6HIRAMI 63T
J6Q 6RITN @8 OF J6Q | @8 IRIT QYN 6Q6R P QIR
&Il AIRRYM |

6A60ER6R AT YR 6P 60 6AIGN
Q28 JARIQQ SUGY 6218, AP AIAQ QUG | Fe@
FUYIER 602 2T Fo6M 69YIQ | ¢ 6906a 6 ST AR
R 02 Ml IR 6QIREQ 6 68IRAM | 6ATR 7166 Q2Q
Q9 YA | FIBQ FPEM & NEQICRR, &G 62 FIg. g2
1§ PR1EQ 6Q6Q IR | 62T QAUTER 62 NERIERR, UR
¢d 89 QAR FIA g2IQ F2IR ARG 6SIRAGR | 61 2

19 g dg QUG QIR |

Q180 6060696 2Id g2IY NERICRR CAIRIR QR
26m 64 69¢Em 22U FIRQ AB LR 64 FTER QM IR
A2l g2 @ JRIR 69R YIHAG 65IRUEE 64 | 2016 166 @9
Y 6QRITE 691a 70 AUFAR | ¢ 0aaRE A0IR | 920
QRUIRYM 6QGR, 8 TR J6Q QIVAIRIQ UG TR G
QUG €10y 62N | 2 67 RIRFQ 691G QM Y6
621RQR0IR! |

%%

120

Gapa Hi Jibana

About the Author

Smt. Annapurna Sahoo is very kind hearted and woman
of values. She loves to read spiritual books and share her
spiritual thoughts to everyone. She has also intrest in music
and dance. She is very fond of children and always be an
active participant in every activities.

%

121



Gapa Hi Jibana

g Q 99 9e 91 QUG — ANl 6@l AR, 4 A&
FNQ 66RA72 |

@QQ €0y JdIe 9aF @@ 2a AR UKy 621a8 |
2 ABRURR 6QITN G@ (RQER) IS FEARIFR 63T
e (994 9Q) 1 98 AR F1RR QLI | 98 IR FICR
QLR 69606Q6R I ABLQ, 66066 WER AR
2R JEe Q12 | A A0 AR 62a8 AMNG | 2 AT
% 90 691R @229 A6G 26RR TR CIRAIN 2T ARIAR |

122

Gapa Hi Jibana

2010, 90OIR 8 AEIIEY 69R 2 FIOR | AG1S
209 6, QRAIR FAN 8 ENIE FBARRIQ AY 6QFIN |
QOF QQE, OId 9R8, 9 @98, ¢ @8, 6l 29 YRG!
2 @199 |

109 AREQ AP, AR 8 AIFRANER & @Q A6
6QREIZIE | 608 RIORY ATCAIIRR LARR ARG 6
RN 696R AR 628 I2IG QBHUAY 69IR 4Rl FRaT |
ARNBANER RNEIB-

R19R 6228 I LR, UIVQ AFHIR 62QIQ 629 |
19 6228 IR 18], 9D6Q WU 6291q 629 |
@197 6208 Y@ A9, JIeig QUIHe *AQIg 629 |
190 6238 6971, FP6Q ARG 62QIq 629 |

® X 3 w0 o

RNQ 4@ QI |
84 2l Q2 621Q @16 | §AY Q@ 626 &4, RI6R,
REARRIA 6H6R | 2R T@ QR 626M 9@ B! UQ AN A0
JdQeQIq QN | @661 ZIRR 9@ 62l JAINER AIY F6Q 6
QAR AN 1 FRI9Gl AIRTER F8 671G @2l RAI6Q @R @AY
@9 | U1 996Q 66PN | 94 661Ae G AIR AR Al e }6Q
0@l JRQl ARCY R6Q | GAIL K6Q | ABR ARG FQ 2B |
QACIY QFRIEM | 6Q QLI 621N | IR QEAB AU, Fd!
99 RGN | 92Q Q2 AGIN | U5 QRIEQR] QIE H8 A AR

123



Gapa Hi Jibana

2R Qe | 65196 6@ 89 @60 | BIR JI8l QY RGN |

o

6Q0G Ger ¢ @6dlR AR, ANIR 6HRAM | F6R
PRIQEI AISE QISSIR6R &, e, I G | a6 o als
JQIER JIREAIRT IMER JGR | 64 Y@ 6AlAa SRS
621Rd9Iq AT A A6Q Q8 AZA A2 VEP 62R |
0IQ J6Q 6l 01 PIR FERIFTR YR AVIFLYR IF.Q. IM 8
2RYA 2 IS FRAIRER Tl 2T @R AGR | J6Q 6
od 268M 6 Q@ AUIFR U AR AER FRFART INEQ
6ORIFRIN GEYAN LR 6 UIY AN TEQ VRNER AFR |
@ Q9 AAY FRIYEQ AR ISR KIFER QAL AN
ALY KR 6QUCAR RIF, QG RIF B AR ZQAFR RIF
SRR |

6710 6R60QIdl QE0RfY 6RFIRINR AR I
gold 989912190 @ QARANIER JEG 26n | fleq e
60212 62919 69 98 A0Y 9Fcq Qe A6R, RIAY
Ql R26R QRN 9F AGe Q@ | ceq 98 9R 92
626M I&* 691Q QI ARG RAEIER | I ARG QIR QR
eadlg (¢ AR 098 A219) RISl AR AR ALY AR
Q2R | QIA(UEA A1 12) AFRETN QAR QIF W6Q Q@ FIF
QYIYYI FEM |

009 Q0 QA J6Q VIR R FaG

Gapa Hi Jibana

~a A <

QL626M 2R 2R QY AP 629 e 56 dog AlRld

629 | 6069 69IGN 69R% RIS FAP UL @R | 63lIGT
qde 6 991 @9 626m | AAARNER U IORelq Gl
d QUTER 699 YR CAUTER RS 62IR TS 9T QP
PIF 6 69120 @ QaA6a (MNe.€0.eC¢R) QUG
QRN | JOF 6TIRRRIQ AT JREIQIR G 196 QI
62IR 959I6Q Y@ Y@ ARIQ 2NRIQ1 62IQ 681 JYS
dog 6910 98 62Q0I6Q IREIE 621Q QUQR JRERR 6991
dIRG ARl | ARG AN FARRAALST QIg A2V QR
2SNSIQ AR QDR 2IQ 6991 T 6Q]1 AGQ |

6Q QURYY UMl AG @2 YA ZIRIR YREQ
62 A0Q QY 98 JIR, AYeT AlHER @6 ARRR
ARl | 26RR AR 9LEA F19RT 93 2R 6QIR 6 AAND
QR | GRITER SRl AEfER @4 € 9¢] @Y @AM | TSIAIGIE
ZIORSER AR JRIFE 6QRAIZIE 121 AG | 92| AR
AR AR QIANIG!, AGI B2l YALAS! A4 TSI Al
JRIGE Q2N | 699Q&E AEYQ ARMIAR P19R1 98 2
PR QU6 YOlle JRIe dRRg | €Y QI AN ge QI
JRgER UFRIEe @M N QIR AAY AN IR ARG
2GR IANRIFIER UQYIEE @QEUR | ARG AIQAJR| 69 QAN
oIl 962, AYEFIR 62 GIQ QI AIRIE A AL V@
RN | QF 6RERRU 6RERNAFR ATQ RN AR

125



Gapa Hi Jibana

ol | 6Q QlReml —

‘@A AIZI0IQ 9L 69RGI6R AT AUNEER 1@

QIFQ 2dY Alel el AR HAQ FIRQI AR I’

ARl 62Q8 A/ g F9e1 | 661Q AQAFE6R
2609 @8 AR A A2 TRIQ 699 IRRE AIZIQ ARG
QIANE @QE |

JeR1A IHQIQ1 I R9I6Q
Q62 6@ PR IR

AQIOIQ 71212 ALVQRIER
6290! Q62 ¢l @l |

6Q90IR F128 g *9e8 —

‘dgs @8 d6° Qe 2die AIeIg JeIF0lq 2RI
JeI6Q A, 629 8 YRIRrYT QUEQ ARG @RS |

e 69218 99Q 9 Q@ 6Q EALAR
FEAR6Q IRAIR 6Radml | 64 gUQ 6AQMIRRECAAR
d6Q 96Q 6718l 66184, JQglifl 6 SIS QIR
(QuIeql gEQIEMITE) e 6Ql2 AFUQ QAANAIE
(alcelcnIfe )eq 2egIde | 2I6a AT I Q62 gl
928 @0 | 671Q 08 @d geq (661 900¢0) e 1 € 0Qd
gaQ (6269AR € ¢ ('9) ARG LR 69 IR JRIQ K19

UG 298 |

126

Gapa Hi Jibana

AR F19F 8Y P24 B QRREQ Y4l | 698 1A
QRN 6QF QIREI 8 TR1leIea 94l | 6ARAR 9198 Qéll, adl,
ATAQE!, G061, VIS, FER, AITAG!, 616, Y1RELER,
Qdeel gegel, @aIf, 3¢IAaead!, 2AFd, AR, IR,
AR2, @Q. YA, R4al, 67U, FAR, FYAG!, 64188 G
2300160 g4l | 1 9198 9@ 6Q1h QUKIRYR! J6! @RISR
QER AR | QAIRIYS ¢ 06R NERRE UARE @8, Jadl 6
RAROR! | PARNR 19R 9, 2AB G Y8 6996 94 |

4 9199 6298 89 6AINRAR! IR FNGLQ FRIS
AR AR Q2 9AQ AR AR ¥R AR FMIEY | 1@
PR FURACR JGT Q881Q JOF LAdIQ, I6RIRT 2R
Q2109Q 661G 661G Ay &8l Fem | 9@ AI8Q @1ee &
2R AAQ4e! NG IR AL |

REQQ CIOIER QORIR @882, -“IABA Qo8
Qer” - Q121 FR6Q dIS 12 64 9 AR FAR ? 26T AIS
A9Q 2 @8 LUQIe ULl 6RReE APRER AW (IR
YIRQER QIR AGQ |

aols @d @aaa geasl g6 gelde e
JdAPIRRI B 69609 AR JLe Q 6adR, LARR G
rglea dell- ARMAR AR, ARMAR 690R, AR
QNIAR, AR e, @8, MR W, 696 QAN

127



Gapa Hi Jibana

3 AELG AR, FIAIFE G RAIAR], €9.M.C8E6Q FYRIER
geedRl, 99N.%.096Q g6aldal g4 B €0.¥.C9 6a @¢
Ae geedal gaaea galel 64416Q ai @@ | 99 aal
AETTER ARR AR FARIQ YR | CAFIFIR PR A
PAGR ARIQR ARY |

goed Ife G649Is“ A8’ 6a 6qlQ MR
Jee 99 dN | QF Q@8 @Ifl @QQl, 6l RQIRQI 8 Y
QA0 Q@9 Q@Re @6, WS JYR dOR, ARG
2QIQQ!, ALY Q90 AR AL |

64T6Q IGE REAIEQ 69 PIAR 6AFER A6 FVIQ
d2 @AY AWLRRR | QERIdY 62108 | JRRIF] AR0E
629199 R TR AL | FIRS AR 692Q PARIER UG
QA AIRIF IR 6QFIL6R FAUAIN 22T 6AANRTA Q& IR
Q0G|

Q@A I AR AR 62919 @efl AT ARG |
JER9R TAUQ AR TR, 9 JQIFR JENTR ¢ A6RITR
4§l ROQIEIFR AR A 8 AGGQ 6T QY AR
oM JeQIQ, @9 N, NG, AFA, 841, 999,
99 B QR4 TN CIRE | AU 692n0! 92 9% AR
@8 6910 ARG J26Q, 92 AR Gal ARMIAR AIF6R 36
AR 2083 | g9 661G 6 I FIFQ TR AR FQQ |

128

Gapa Hi Jibana

QMY RPAQ G REREY, 6718 IF | CAFINR
Je9gRaId AR Y@ Ja1Q A6QEQRER AR, U6AR 0F
FBQ J6Q QY INQ UREIRR QIR YT GG 9@
Q2 REIAFE, JAINIR 8 QAR AY Glel AGeY, AAGY
6 YSRER | A% A QA AFGY 6RERD, CIRIQ CRARR
P94 QIR AT R Cla AAYS NLLIR Y6SUIR AIRIR
AR |

6029 dIR 6dIf 628Q QIe
(oY Ad ¢IFERR AQER QRIS
6290 Jum 6L AQ! RGN
NG 2221 I 7R FIFC! AR |
67120 6C12Q QAL Q8
612G AR
6m Q AR ARG 6QH
ARG 9 e |
Q& QINQY 60IGQ 63lIR
PR 719 F&
@62 ANCAR FIGER YR
IR6Q R QIS |
PN TT ARG 626
Q12 gRIA PR
URIEQ 9O FRaIEa ERIeR
@ QUES AN |
-2Q G —

%

129



Gapa Hi Jibana

About the Author
Sarat Chandra Mishra is a diploma holder in Mechanical

engineering. He was an engineer in Govt.sector and has

voluntarily retired from his job. His hobbies are acting,
writing and photography. Chanting the holy name of GOD,
reading spiritual books, making others laugh, and mimicry
are his other passions. He has many spiritual books to his

credit.

%

130

Gapa Hi Jibana

LY

Q7R RRQ 69106 AFIAR ATAIRE |

g 689 @R 2R @RT0 ANREQ YEIR 62K0

26l @31, 6820 61! PRI © 68R0 JFE ATV HYQ G4

622 §160R @60 | 22T GI2IA QEER I IR QFA6R 6060
64 91099 AGSIAIR QTN RIFER A9 YIRS 6Q QRN |

26Q 691Q 9 @IReR 691G 2gag Jel AR |
dQQ 6R6MINQ 691Q 9 HIR QA UIQ F68 @ @ O
JOIRIER 2IFTF 6291 AR | OIF ALFR g8 e IR |

131



Gapa Hi Jibana

Qe 62IR eI-6RIdla 6anl Qf QIR (TR ARCANER
QIR 2R AR | YRARPA YA 8 A PTAR AR 699
609 6R6E6RER 2IFFER J2R6 9f QUF FAITGR FIR |
e 5914 90l Ge6R, 2G| AUCR ARG 98 YA,
gel a10, IR K@ G 6@ A8 INEe 621e0M! | 6QI6Q
6QQ% 2GR FHY ARUA RIEM | 604 AP/ F68 Y
AU ATE ANERRA O@l QR AR T AQ ARR
RAQIQ AR | AQ ALY AGR TEQ ARYIA! RER FDER 2RI
g P 2106Q IRl ORdl @ AQNS 6nY QY | SIS
8 @RI 6Q F160 UARCIEM | @Y 671Q 698 HIBIER PG
Qe 6915 6RY SIRAIS | 69¢R ARIA FER 06'Y 621Q 61
9w 00 283 | 21 AP R FRR 64 691Q YT T4
doIR PIMEM — AR, IS 6RQUR FERRER e ?

QoM |

69606967 29a 024l 6n¢ll AAAR2IN |
TR AR 26 ?

LURNG |

60 Q9 G ARIRE RUNER AR (LR, Y
Q86Q ANQIE GIR AR2IE | 2010, 62R 6QIAY @ER ARYIQ!
R4 Y4Ie 2AQI9 A 626 | FORG 2R @] 67

132

Gapa Hi Jibana

AU ROIR 6RIERR UAER | AR 2ER, I A6l FQRE |
2106 AIQAT | AR SUIGNT ALIEY | 21961 ¢ FEAE REIRR
@2l | 219G 691Q IR FAEM ¢] ATEQ ANRIR 628 A |

A J9Q URe Al QUM | 684 USGER
go6a 26dIR 62 QESIRUR- AL, d @lodea 6@
6RRI0G! KRR, 99Id GRIea 2ed 818 | 2ITE 69la 6Q@
IR, Q6l, 210 YR AR | 96Q @ YUNHTR 698 60
@g, 412 g 60626l 671Q g AIGER AT QQEF | 46 2UId
IeQ @A 9GR | 694 99 2 IR 6R 6. 998, A2 F6a
692 60@, 699 692 QIQ UQS QEE AR ! ACdE QY
6eRQ ¢ 6QQ0 g cagnl 98 ¢oQ AJR OIRE | &g
69 JRIR g QAR | 699 (9L6R TS AAIFR 62N
60lIR 60N YL TR YEREQ HGIER 6RYRIQ ATER, AR
2 2ISER RI6 Q0N @2 JL6Q 815 2IEQl FEAR Q1A
QRERIE e° TS YIAR AU 6AY ARSI G oD,
QIRIq 2Ieel UG U6 6nY AN QY 6RI6Q | IS
AISER QIO 9PN 6x1613 218 2AEIT QR 286 | Q] RIL
QM JIRG AR | AQUIAE REQ IR FLR AR AT QIR 621
aQeml |

~

g QAR ANG6S 2IQ 92l AIRAN IOQ ILR UV

o

ERYRl dIR | 92 98 RUR LOEA 6T6R 22IFQ ERYIR

E

133



Gapa Hi Jibana

I @AUAIRAN | TRTER 6Q9@ G2 RGN AR, 2IF

QIQE UFQ MY 6R66 | AR AJQ e FETY | B QY
A96Q ZIGAY | 2YQ A0 AGFE @ $RER (168 QRN |

671Q 2R Q@] 0Qd 2R AQ g4 JIReR |
Q66 @ 62 6TAVIRSE 628 90 AFERA 65411 927 | AFER
Qlea Q@I 6ARIRT FIGN | LRI JS2I6Q 6RI6RR 6QQIg
RRI62RN | 62 IR UPE QU §eRGI, 99 — JTiQ
AWRa F0e0 A2l AIPRNG 2QT Q6L | AIFA AARER Q|
2l @8 @F J6Q 1 AR 296 QN 62IRDS | 6Q QLI 629
20 Q2EQ A96Q 94 QQaN, 699 98¢ AR 9@ 6eRIG
2106 AR YIGMI | 666@ Y6ERR UG JRF IR 60 QA6
ARG QYR 2RRE @B 8 g9, YRR JTR 210 RS AV
9o, ¢A 6208 oIwq 6929d QUeeIa G FoI fol ey,
6Q AR 62912 G 2R 620 @ ? IR GIg6 AR AR
692 AQUIAIE 96 a6 R4IQ 2IFAQ 26E Q6L BRI 697 |
698 9942 Ol UP1E FYUER @8 ULIRRIG ALY KR AIAR
QD |

2IFe 696 AR 62108 & FI1D QR 2 6L U6
AQIA PER 2IYRS | 2Icel 620 AUCRTIR | |28 6820 YR
QEAIR 6QIR JPIAR | AQUIA REIR AEFIDER 6UUR FPAR
62IQ CIRIYEM | & ORQ 6dIF 2P SR¢ QAUNER FFem —

134

Gapa Hi Jibana

QAR JSIAGI...l 26Q.... @ LG QM | 661l Y U6 Faq
JEQIQ AITER | 699 Coood OFl 26T 6NN 2R
0121 © 6991 QR ARG |

60 @9 J6Q 99 dFIQ Fee 69 A9 6960 QQ
JRISE @AM R AFGIT QIR JAlIS 62IRAR! | YSIFIS 69R
AQUIQT G2l g2 [IF0IQ Y& SR10 6aa 2IdR | o1 AR
Q98 29 S8 69R2Ml AR, Ag 692 2FH IAARER 2B
2I6Ia QI2IQ 218 AN AR ARG GO Q2N Il

%%

About the Author

Shankutala Mishra, is a masters in economics from Utkal
University, Bhubaneswar. She has been writing since her
school days. One of her article was published in Jhankar,
and various newspapers. She has been awarded by Sahitya
Academy in 2016. More than 10 of her books with children's
stories, poem and short stories.have been published.

%

135



Gapa Hi Jibana

26
1203l

@l JIENQI RIS

6@@@@1 Q QI8 QI AIAl | QT AR 697
Q1o CIRRIg QU AAAN | ARG QIR
Q26 98 6 AR |

QlQ 99 ANAER TAUTI 6271 6QIR FIQ QI G QA
604 ¢4 Ra6M | 671Q IR QARE 2 MY RS |

Q21T QN A0 A6 A6 F1E FRARIQ R 2g LT
9IQ 019 ¢ AIFQ QY 910 JYIRRIE ATR | FIDE 6 IR
IR 696R G160 TR AWEIG 2R FRIY 671IQ I 6AIR AR

136

Gapa Hi Jibana

6al6d ARy @Q AR REER | 604 ¢ PILAR 2T caIQ
om Jdal 629 |

QA 9L 2R LINEER REAR 8 AT NG
Y CIRR! | HITR G QRER A1 @Rl | ¢] SILYR 61 ARG
dQ Q28N 620 @8 OIQ YRIJQ 69 PG ALATMIRAER
3G9 6RURAN YL |

LAE ALIPVIRANER 2RTAR 62l , 6A0IER 64
4.6. @l I, g5eedfea 6dIRAR QY QM | QIR QIR
QIR 62IRTRI | AM QIR AITFIR 2FIR YIERFAER
AR R03 | 0IQ QILIAQ T6Q LEe TR 69 2L AR Q12!
6AR2 UGN | GIQ F19R JRIRS AR ¢ VD FER Q1D |

AAIRREF A8 QI ARl ULAER @ SRR
21eQ 26aRsRl | 9O G5 @ 6208 0l ARae 64 |
QE7IR 64 QIR AN B 2 A2 YR 2R |

601Q QR Y2 QILI6Q QL8 , 6TIRAR JSIRE & Qe
6910 OF QIER 6QdRIN 69 RQR @ Q12 | 6QAIER FIRIEQ
QBEM Y FI213 @ ¢ YRERYR AER A TIER Q6L UM |
6ACI6R @20 AR I8, AP FIAQ1 8 AR UG 6Q Q6N
R QI QISR AAA 12 GIFA A2 VTR 62 FRQIG |

ALl 66 QARI® QY QLY @8 | eaqlele

137



Gapa Hi Jibana

2R CIRTER AQ 696R ARG 2R | 2@ a1
2SR |
%%

About the Author

Dr. Shantilata Mohanty, Silver Age Foundation member,
currently residing in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Former Junior
Class-1 officer in School and Education Department, she has
a doctorate in Art and culture. . She loves singing, writing
poems and short stories, participating in spiritual and
mythological activities and gardening. She has received the
Governor award from School and Education Department,
Govt of Odisha and President award from Department of
School and Education, Govt of India amongst several others.
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About the Author

Anita Mohanty,a home maker and devotee of Sathya Sai
Baba. She believes in maintaining a good physical and
mental health, so yoga, meditation and singing bhajans have
been an integral part of her life. She likes gardening,teaching
kids and stitching.

%%

145



Gapa Hi Jibana

28
6¢ll 4F1PQ QILlm1

QAL 2SIy

2, §Y C62gQ 6nd 6@6Q 64906R gam
QAR IR A6 Q12 1 64 4, AIA Q1 69, /8
Q2R A AN I @el @F A6Rd6Q | 2R AR AR, &
191 AL AIRYSLER, 6P A AT | PIgt © A QAR 66l
IR 6914 918l 62R% 2R LR | FRIQ AT Q!
QIS RINEQ BRERR, B’ LR 690, ¥ OF IRk AR |

oL

~

AIPR 671Q AR @A |

A6 IR AR UGS, AR 699 JG Q6T | 6R6Q

146

Gapa Hi Jibana

RI21q 62106Q A28 212 A7 AFRI FIGE QD1 691R AT AR
AR | 6912Q QR LI FIAR 2N AEQ VNI | 6Q1Q ALIEL,
AF6A F116Q, AQ 6Q1AQ L 6286 ] @AAIRTM, 6U6EEIER
@8 6918 @R8I | Q2T 6Q1Q 6QERERER FITEM FIIY 6¢16Q
QR RIES | 664 7P FI6S 6QIR ¢] PR P6Q |

cleifa Faa dml 99 gaen ude, 49 §e
AIRR, 2R FI68 ¢ AGEA 6960 IR 2R 323 | ¢ T6Q
QAIQUER, €,9,M, AL AR PR gl QQRI6ER |
6@R6Q YA TAAIRE 2R 6RRER AIG AR 698,
60l IRINR QAR AP QQQ1 6LIQUIN | 6Q9IeE QYell,
2209 @8 ¢ FITARIN | YR AIg QA6R ¢ d1g QI2Id 99Ig.
AQERER YLO 6QARCIN |

6Q260696R 8QY gaQ JIOUY! JINes 2IRa 62
2l | G68968 TUCIRE A0IRIR 2R AR F2RI | A/R
3391 6 92 G CIREM G121 2 AR AR 1 €€ /09 QY 69R
2R QI 6Q2IQ G2l Al AIIAIRER AR 6QRARERN! |
6911 QIO AR Y 69@ AR 22YS AR | 661l QIR AFS!
6RRQ 66T @2l 69 & FI6R 28~ AQAGT Il AR J6Q
QAR FIFQ AQ0IQ AIRQ QR |

49N Jel 90l 26 QILIw1 dal QI QIeeleR
geciaw €eq JR AT Qe AIRER | 26 6R6oRE

147



Gapa Hi Jibana

JRl QI2IR16R 0Qfq ARA 2RRe RAUIQR, €8 R4 @ &8
e 621108 (RC¥M-¥(¢) adal @dl | 4ad 98 671Q
21 IR 2UINE |

001 gl QleIRea cerda @ Qf @al Fed
QIREQ 622N 6RIRE, @28 I JeEGR 01, Fade
QINER Y6OYR @0 QUQ 69RI FI6E I AAY IRIE AR
62R, dOXR QIQU6R ANA Aeq T6Q | 6N FaIR
62IR81Q1 6615 AR, 691G Inl QIGER UR IR | 16Q
Q 6l ISeq OF IR 6Q gm |

210 @8 8 2166Q UARI AR, IQTAR GER 6SIRR
R @19, g9 QIged aal 629 AN | QIR 6raER rAlde
dQQ dIgQl, 0l IR 6IINER B2UR IQERIR ROKRAIN |
QAQ AIAIREQ LI 2IF 698 99 IRG UGS QU 2N |
AR QIY6Q ANEL6R AR Q8 2T 2R 92 TNIAIER |
ARQ ¢ 942 A9 Q2R AIF6R, A g AVER iR ALY
QIREQ ARG 623 G ¢d B @d | AIR ARY
dRUAIER AN 6Q1QeR 62IR 2If AGG AFAIAIE AN Al
Q0q AICIR | 9RIQ K2l 699 ARG QTN JR2IN, 61 A
ATAIR 691 TR A6 KRS “ 160 6@ 6@ ¢ 2 |7
AR NG 69R 28R, AR FRNEQ YR IR QIRIL |
RIS CRIY 6AR 2GIER DIDIER, REH ERERERER BIF.

148

Gapa Hi Jibana

oA QIS ARTe QAT URQI IR | B3 ATl AT
A4 Q12| 62R AUYER QIR §e6R, Q4! 78, L6,
R0UR!, FORIF HEOR 6211 FRM 6ARAN |

68 SId6a6m ANEY AITN | 6060 F% ARQ
Q29! AIRIg 99160 ARTAIF QAgI2N 6AR TRG URRI AR
Q12 QR 24, IR RI2| YA QY AUCQ 9D 6UCFEAER
AQAGIT QLR 6QINILN AR AIg VG4SN YERIR G ARILIER
21d Q8 621RAIRIS | AFES 2 A2 QLR 97 IRAIRG
Q2 213 | R2Be @& | 6aIT ARl @2l 671Q F16Q UG8
QORIQ AN MIG AR 294-

QLR 28 691 AU NP1 6T RSB
2 @QAMG QIR 62 I 62 ARS

69@ QPG PU6A ¢ FIB 90 AL AAAGE | ¢ 2KR
‘A2’ 99RER ‘[IQ’ 6QIRIR | ARYAIEe FeS 6QIRden
@188 | @8 JAAIREA AYL TIP GE6R 69K QIR 6l AR
4% 2910860 @R 0R RI2l 2R 26 212 | 9eal AGR!
d6Q QI8G AL AQ AR, 26U, JAQl, daA ARUIG
APAN | QRRIQ 66T Gl 62~

23218 605 QR @2

6969 QINDQ 6aII& Q2

6CIRIS 6Q6m D9 2R QI

149



Gapa Hi Jibana

RUES REEM PP QI |
Q18 909 6R6Q RIAQ JSIAN QIF | 98 QAR
AT6Y A8 Q1 8 69Q A2 |

ddee 2iea a4, g, A8, AL ¥AQR 9Y 09
@ FIEZ6M AN, AR 08lIER RGN, YRR B A’ IR
Qf T6LIGN QF Qdll QI8N | 9G4 A FcRaE T2 IS
QA0 601Q go6ITRI 62281 | I 6QUUR YERE 626R
Q1 9196Q A6 2l ‘BeA G2 QIR |

w

QRIR J6Q ¢ 6QIR A8d A@ §:91: (79 glade)
LAEQ TR | 6Q0I6Q QOIS 6441 adia ARl | A6RUeR
60IQl RQ JOR! 621 @68 gasll gem (g2 768 9ed) |
6d g6oia QR 60N Q@ 62a06a JQ TS G 2I6H A
6222l GJAER Y JaQlg GUE | 6A6PANY YMER
6QG2Q HIPR 6911 IR QO6Q IR G181 6QRIAMN! | HIF2AIR
@2AS AQ 6817 cAHRTN A6R FIR | A AT URAE RIT
Ol QE6Q IR P68l AR A1 4 0F ¢oal Q6T QLING
6TITG 696@ | 62 Aew L 98 ARER | ARG 6RIE
6@ ASEl 69160 926 JAUGTE ARl | AT IR L] ¢
Q28N | AR 6REREAER QT UG Kl ALIQ2IRIS | 651
69I96Q Y&l 64 AT MIPR QREQ 69 AR | AN AR
¢d 62IQIRAR | IRINRER 226 6RIRER 62IR2M! |

150

Gapa Hi Jibana

99 @ NA 6a QIR A IRQ ATR RAIEQ
605N 6216 QIoR daRlee 2R86a, “202q 9aw @R” |
202q g9 @4 ¢ FIERIA | J6a FIER 62 YAIQ FEE FEQ
B | Oy F6E AURNS 6RIR ALIAY QI BRI AITERI 61 Gl
2IdQ QIQ 691G A1 6912Q QIR @QTEM | 92 AGEI AUER
Qee adieede dal | 26eq g9 6w 6282 aade dea
MY 2GE QUNER |

660696R AR FNG 60Q@ 20 AN | 26
QQ 6816 IRl 6N FEEl 6AIR 2N AU A& QG TRUQ
6QRAMI | 6A606Q6R Q28 TRIARE & 6216Q AR
a1 Ym AIF6eQ QT 9@l AR g, 6ACRERRR
2R S ARG 690 IR Taa 2186Q, gF, Qo YIS
AR AR LRI 696R 2IEe! 646116Q 9d HIRER | AR
Q12 78 220d6n A7 Qg RZ6R | 61 R2ll 6L UG ¢ AR
62R% |

a6 91efia S8l 96 ¢ Ja1 AQRIQ ARR TR
¥ 65416Q 16l 6AIAR | 6ACEERER 69@ IRAIG AURR
QIR Yo M |

%

151



Gapa Hi Jibana
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Kumudini Acharya, born in 1943. Retired curator from State
Museum. Completed Masters in History and a diploma
in Museology. Some of her research writing works have
been published. She has been a part of various seminars
and discussions. She has also been a part of a Doordarshan
program. She is a member of Silver Age Foundation.
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About the Author

Sashiprava  Bindhani was the State Information
Commissioner(2015 June to 2020 June) in Odisha, a body
responsible for enabling accountability and transparency in
governance. She has worked with CARE India & Indo-Swiss
Project, Wada Na Todo Abhiyan and NAWO and National
Alliance for Maternal Health and Human Rights. Sashi has
been instrumental in filing cases on discrimination against
the marginalised sections and access to health and essential
services. She has served as the State Director for Human
Rights Law Network (HRLN), Odisha and the Country
Programme

Director in Phnom Penh, Cambodia for CCF-Great Britain.
Her ground work on the issue of witch-hunting and alleged
crimes has led to the enactment of ‘Odisha Prevention of
Witch-hunting Act’ (2013). Sashi’s understanding of witch-
hunting as the convergence between power, community
dynamics, beliefs and social psyche has enabled her to
contribute towards a holistic understanding of the pertinent
issue.
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About the Author

Anupama Panda currently resides in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
A family woman and one who believes in a leading a violence
free, peaceful life. She is a strong believer in the Almighty.
She has shared her experiences in the form of story.
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Jyotsna Moyee Tripathi, born on August 5th 1957. Her
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'Anya eka Kubuja' has reflected various human emotions of
happiness, sorrow, problems and their solutions, showcasing
her extraordinary skills as a poet.
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/// Tea, Coffee, \\\
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/// and Art is what N
/// we called these
/4 As we progressed,
workshops! .
session by
session, the smiles
progressed, wider
and wider!
Imaginations
SOARED!
But the elders made
it ALL ABOUT
ART! Look at them
concentrate!
And look at them
CREATE! ]LISt hke when
they were kids,
the tables became
dirty again!
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A JGU\BI’IGB OF ermneTiens

The exuberance

of youth, and the
wisdom of age is a
deadly combination!

If you have to
learn patience, and
mindfulness, look
to none but your
elders!

For they've learned it!
For they’ve lived it!
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But it’s the
journey that’s
BEAUTIFUL! It’s
the journey that
matters!
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End results can be
good. no... great!

And our Gapa Hi
Jibana journey, was
FULL OF
COLOURS!



Gapa Hi Jibana

38
The Gardener’s Wife

Madhu Chhanda Jena

he story traces back to an incident in 1969.
The gardens of school and the school
buildings are something a person always has

in her heart. This story belongs to the golden days of my life
when I was a teenage damsel in Class XI.

My school Ispat Vidyalaya, Rourkela was conducting
an inter-school drama competition and I was one of the
many students taking part in the most awaited competition
of the year. I sat in the garden preparing for the British drama
“Merchant of Venice” where I was playing the role of Portia.
There were many other kids too rehearsing their own roles
time and again to achieve that elusive perfection.
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Young school boys are always so notorious. What
they did that day is clearly etched in my memory. All of a
sudden, the peaceful garden turned into a fish market. There
was a lot of chaos all around. In the middle of this, some
old lady was heard crying. It was the gardener’s wife - Ratna
Didi. She wasn't hurt, but there were thorns sticking out of
her Sambalpuri saree. It was torn beyond redemption! Being
the Head Girl of the school, it was my responsibility to take
matters into hand. I advised her to inform the Headmaster of
her grievances. The next morning’s assembly was a witness
to this complain. The boys were taken to task. But inside of
me, something still didn’t feel complete.

After returning from school I narrated the whole
story to my mother. Mothers, they say, are the best healers.
She suggested me something simple, ingenious, and very,
very touching. I still remember her words from that day.
“The reputation of the entire school is based on individual
efforts a student makes. If those boys were wrong, you could
do something to right that wrong”

That night, I grabbed an empty tin can, made a hole
at the top and waited excitedly for school. Next morning,
I reached school very early and ran from class to class to
collect money for a new saree. Gasping and out of breath, I
somehow managed to do all this before the commencement
of the morning assembly.

A total of Rs. 54 had been collected and an Odisha
handloom saree was purchased from that money. The next
morning, during the assembly, we were all witness to one of
the proudest moments of our school days. The new saree was
gifted to Ratna Didi by our headmaster with applause from
the students and staff.
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She got her saree back, I got the best social worker
award, and the boys learnt a good lesson. Going forward in
life, this simple incident taught me a big lesson, “If you want
to see a change in the world, then you yourself have to be
that change”

X%

About the Author

Madhu Chhanda Jena, is a retired teacher based in
Bhubaneswar. She has spent a good amount of time with
tribal, learning about them and their lifestyle. She loves
reading and writing. A member of Silver Age Foundation,
she wrote this story based on a real life incident.
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Empowering Farmers

Jyoti Patnaik

s Isit outside our home in the village looking

Aup at the stars, I wonder and muse at the
meandering path life has traced all these

years. Some kilometers away, there is a lot of hustle-bustle in

the streets of the small town of Udala. And the memory train
takes me to the unforgettable past.

Way back in 2012 when my husband Dr. R. K.
Patnaik retired after a long flourishing career of nearly four
decades as an Agriculture Scientist and Professor, he wished
to give back to the common farmers all of his knowledge. He
wondered, how despite having made so much advancement
in agriculture and farming methods, a major part of our
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farming community was still poverty stricken. Every day
we would open the newspapers to read of some tragedy
or disaster from the farming community. As part of his
professional life, my husband had worked in the interior
villages of Odisha under many Government projects. There
were so many Government and Bank schemes to facilitate
the farmer. It was time to identify and bridge the gap.

On his lab-to-land quest, as he fondly called it, Mr.
Patnaik visited the top officers at Bhubaneswar and Baripada.
Through statistics, discussions, and debates, he tried hard
to understand the poor state of our agriculture and of our
farmers. The question however remained unanswered. “Why
is advanced research not trickling down from the laboratories
to the land that is being tilled by the grass root farmers?”

He made it his mission to transfer knowledge from
the Laboratory to the Land. Right on cue, we decided to
move down to the farmers’ fields to understand the problem
first hand. And then one day we read a newspaper headline
- “Potato Scarcity in Odisha”. Potatoes were costing an
astronomical price! Neighboring West Bengal had stopped
sending potato trucks to Odisha.

Question after question erupted inside him. Why
was our state dependent on West Bengal for such a commonly
used vegetable in Odia platters? We had very fertile land
well conducive to growing potatoes on our own. Then why
depend on a neighboring state?

He had to start somewhere, and we thought where
better than Mayurbhanj district with agro-climatic conditions
and land favorable to potato farming. Soon, he was driving
on the long way to Karanjia, a sub-divisional headquarter
bounded on its southeast by the Deo river which forms a
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natural district border of Mayurbhanj. He booked a hotel
there and visited the government and agricultural offices
to get information on the potato farmers. Going ahead, he
visited some of the farms, spoke to the farmers. Some of
them were really good at their work while some were not.
But there was a glaring truth coming out. They grew nothing
substantial enough to sustain their own livelihood, forget the
requirement of the state!

Baripada, the district headquarters, was the next
stop where Dr. Patnaik met the Collector famed for his
administrative acumen towards development of the people.
Dr Patnaik expressed his interest to work alongside the
government towards farmers’ upliftment. He was directed
to the agricultural heads of the district. On requesting
for names of some potato farmers, he was directed to the
horticulture officer. The horticulture officer kindly requested
for time to collect the names of farmers. And Dr. Patnaik
silently realized - his method was not working.

While returning, an idea struck and he took a
diversion to stop at the local cold storage. The visit turned
very fruitful leading him to the potato farmers of the region.
From the farmers, he received a critical information - that
seeds supplied by the government were not reaching them
in the appropriate planting time. In order to grow the crop
in due time, the farmers collected the seeds available in local
market leading to low yields. This also resulted in increasing
the cost of production, compounding the farmers’ problems.

Of all the farmers he met in this journey, Sri
Loknath Chaudhary from Belama interested him the most.
Lokanath’s brothers were well placed government officers,
but he chose to indulge in farming out of sheer love for
the land. In his youth, he had tilled his father’s sixty acres
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property, but now he was old and even at the age of eighty, he
looked after his ten acres. One of his sons had taken up the
farming responsibility of his share of land. Together, father
and son, with the help of modern farming equipment, still
could not make two ends meet, and had to branch out into
other businesses to supplement their income.

The octogenarian father, at that age, still used tissue
culture plants of his banana crop. Right in front of us, he
took a long bamboo, plucked an orange from a tree in his
yard and gave us to eat. A very fresh, healthy hospitality!
He said, “Any farming is a very dicey affair subject to the
vagaries of nature. One works hard to get a bumper crop.
Suddenly, it might be devastated by an insect scourge or a
cyclone. WHAM! Your year-long hard work comes to a
naught” The supposedly well-off farmer said, “I can feed a
thousand guests at my home any time but I cannot shell-out
Rs 1000 out of my pocket. I am debt-ridden. How will I clear
them, I do not know!” He then added,” You are the first man
to come to my door and ask - what are your problems?”

His meeting with Sri Lokanath was veryenlightening.
Each farmer in each region has a different set of issues to be
tackled. In every season, every farmer has to find a way to
sort his problem himself and eke out a self-sufficient living.

The next stop was Udala, a small sub-divisional
headquarter. This area, a periphery of the Simlipal Reserve
forest is richly endowed by nature - good tree cover,
wonderful irrigation facilities, lot of perennial hill streams
and adequate rainfall. But unfortunately, Mayurbhanj district
is one of the poorest districts of Odisha. Sri Patnaik visited
the agriculture officers and several villages. We were so
very enthralled by the greenery, the natural streams and the
sprawling agricultural fields. The stark irony of the situation
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was this - that such a naturally rich and well-endowed place
had such economically weak farmers. They were worried
about one square meal a day, how could they think of newer
farming techniques?

A shift in mindset was the need of the hour. From
labs-to-land, Mr. Patnaik decided to focus on building trust
in the farmers. For this, a continuous stay near them was
important.

Dr. Patnaik decided to base out of Udala. He
would visit a village every day and discuss the problems of
the farmers with them. He realized that each farmer had a
different problem depending on his economic status and
micro-agro-ecologic condition. One common thing that
he noticed was that most of the fields had poor paddy crop.
The reason was degenerated seeds and lack of recommended
agricultural practice in growing the crops. It took hours and
hours of in-depth discussions, but the farmers were finally
convinced that good quality seeds can bring a big change in
the crop yield.

When Dr. Patnaik advised the farmers to collect
authentic Breeder Seeds appropriate for their fields from
the Agriculture University in Bhubaneswar or NRRI in
Cuttack, many of the farmers had reservations about going
outside their village. For many of them, even Udala was
like a metro. Many had never even visited Baripada, the
district headquarters. Going to Bhubaneswar and Cuttack
was beyond their imagination; neither did they have the
confidence nor the means. Dr Patnaik assured the farmers
that he would show the pathway from end to end. It was for
them to rise above their predicament and reach out for their
sustainable betterment.
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With so many people to deal with, and obstacles after
obstacles, at one stage, Mr. Patnaik felt it was not possible
for him to single-handedly bring about a large-scale mass
revolution that he was dreaming of. He felt dejected. How
else could he help a downtrodden farmer to rise?

Opportunities come to the ones looking for it. In
a few months time, Mr. Patnaik decided to adopt a village
named Rathipur, in Kaptipada subdivision. He would travel
regularly and advise the farmers. Then in 2017, he arranged
best quality breeder seeds in OUAT, Bhubaneswar, and asked
the villagers to come pick the seeds up themselves to avoid
any middleman mismanagement. Shockingly, not a single
one of them arrived to pick up the seeds. Needless to say, the
crop yield that year was as dismal as always. And Mr. Patnaik
declared, “I have advised you enough. If you do not rise up
and try to better yourself, then I cannot help you. I will go to
the next village where the farmers are more receptive”

It was crunch time. He had done all he could. It was
time for the farmers to do their bit.

In 2018, For the first time, after 5 years of trudging
around, the farmers took their first step towards Dr Patnaik.
“Last year you had arranged the seeds. We regret not
listening. Could you please arrange seeds this year?”

Seeing the farmers rise above their fears, distrust or
complacence, Mr. Patnaik again arranged for the seeds in
2019. He appraised them of formalities and procedures for
collecting the seeds. He provided them with all the expert
technical know-how about sowing, fertilizing and other
plant care.

Fast forward to October 2019, and the lush strolling
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paddy fields were a sight to behold for the farmers.

On November 9%, 2019, Cyclone Bulbul ravaged the
farm fields. That night my husband was unable to sleep. Early
morning he set out for the fields fearing the worst scenario.
Heading for the farmers’ house, there was trepidation in his
heart. What he wasn’t prepared for was to see joy in the faces
of the farmers. And then he understood.

In a similar wind damage in earlier years, the
yield was way lesser. The seeds this time were worthy of
seed certification besides being of much higher yield. The
quality Foundation Seeds which they never knew about were
produced by themselves in their own fields! Those fields
had been declared as demonstration plots for neighboring
farmers. Farmers from neighboring villages were attracted
by the healthy crop in Rathipur that could not only
withstand the cyclonic storm Bulbul, but also beat the yields
of all previous years. Dr. Patnaik was happy. He had helped
people. And he had learnt so much in the process.

There is a Chinese proverb that goes hand in hand
with the above story -

“Give me a fish and I eat for a day,
Teach me to fish and I eat for a lifetime!”

It is Dr. Patnaik’s only wish and hope that this self-
reliance spreads in the entire farming community. The
journey has only begun.

X%
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through different parts of India, Europe, and the United
States. She graduated in English Literature from Andhra
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she divides her time between her hometown Bhubaneswar
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4()
Transfer Travails

Pratap Kumar Mohapatra

r I Yhat was the twentieth year of my marriage.
Nowadays, there were hardly any “sweet-
nothings” to talk about when we sat together.

These long twenty years had corroded our sweetness and

the sugar coatings. Now we usually talked about “sour-
everything” that too when we found a little leisure.

Amidst this monotonous life arrived the news of my
transfer. I was quite excited to hear about it, especially since
it was taking me away from my home city. My children had
completed their Higher Secondary studies and I wished for
both to take up some technical course while staying with
me in the new city. But slowly, it became quite certain that I
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would move to the new place all alone. The very thought of
having all the time for myself, pursuing my likes and dislikes,
getting rid of the daily bickering at home - it filled me with
a new sensation.

I looked back at my daily life, the evening hours
after office when I would just gather around a small roadside
tea stall with my colleagues. We would engage ourselves in
discussions of “everything under the sun” for hours over
cups of tea. For the sake of those moments, life was worth
living.

After observing us for a few days, an elderly
colleague of ours’ commented - “I know why none of you is
going home early” Perplexed, we looked quizzically at him.
He continued “You all are here because if you leave early,
you’ll have to face your nightmares. Your wife will tell you
all about the household chores and some abrupt work like
going to the market for grocery shopping.” He continued his
preaching and high level assumptions. “You all are happy
leaving her to do all those small things while you take care
of the big things - like discussing national/international
politics, America’s mission to the Moon, Bill Clinton’s affairs
with Monica, etc., etc”

My colleague was right. I remember having told
him - “Yes, the roadside tea stall is the finest place in our
lives” Seemingly sad for want of human values in us, he left
saying — “There is no point in discussing with the younger
generation!”

Leaving my family behind, I proceeded to the
new place with lots of enthusiasm. I got the residential
accommodation. It was now time to savor the freedom.
Never before had I stayed away from my family for long
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except for a few days when on training or tour. The first few
days I felt like the teenager inside me was awake again. The
initial days passed on smoothly. Sometimes I visited friends,
sometimes I went out for window shopping. And then slowly,
things started turning difficult. The evenings and holidays
were becoming a burden. Sometimes, I would feel as if I was
under house arrest.

I had little knowledge of cooking. Still, I thought
of trying my hand in the kitchen for three good reasons -
to keep myself engaged, to avoid spicy and oily food of the
hotels, and to be self-sufficient. I wanted to prepare simple
homely Indian dishes in my maiden attempt. Alas! All the
items turned out to be of continental and inter-continental
cuisine — smashed rice, smoked vegetables, salted dal-fry,
and designer chapatis that resembled maps of continents.
Sanjeev Kapoor, the renowned chef would have hung his
head in shame at the sight of the dishes. My taste-buds,
however, refused to come to terms with the delicacies. Since
then, I have graduated fairly with my self-taught lessons in
the kitchen. When on leave, I have demonstrated my skill at
home and have earned certificates from my children saying
“Papa cooks better than Mummy” much to the chagrin of
their mother.

Sometimes, lurking fear comes to the mind how
they would manage the home without me. The house would
certainly turn upside down. But to my disappointment, it
was never so. The house stood as solid as ever each time I
visited it.

Now, with much of the sand passing through the
hour glass, I can see family life more clearly. The words of my
colleague at the tea stall seem meaningful at present. (Oh!
He is no more now.) As for the ancient mariner in deep sea,
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“Water, water, everywhere, not a single drop to drink” I have
a lot of time around me, but not a single moment for me. The
mind is always beset with the thoughts of the family - that is
a “necessary evil”
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Stories of Junior High
School

Sunil Bhagwani

bout 1962, in the Junior High School of
Nyon which then, was a sleepy little town on
the Lake of Geneva....

The School Principal or Director (as he liked to be
called) had to be one of the most unpleasant persons I have
ever known. While most educators try and uplift their wards
and encourage them to do better, this gentleman never
hesitated to put down his students and even the teachers who
had the misfortune of working under him. The outcome was
that most of the students and staff hated him, and whenever
possible, looked for ways to belittle him.

I must say that we had some really amazing teachers,
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who were not beyond playing tricks on the students too. Our
Science teacher Mr. T was such an individual, who gained
our respect the first time we tried to prank him...we were
told on Saturday to prepare for a science test on Monday...
we already had birthday party plans for Saturday and Sunday
and no one wanted to spoil the weekend by studying, so it
was decided that we would make some stink bombs and
release them in the exam hall, making it impossible to sit in
the hall for the test.

Everything went perfectly..we all reached on
time; those selected to do so released the stink bombs; we
sat expectantly waiting for our teacher to give the order to
evacuate the foul-smelling hall...

A couple of students started retching from the sickly
smell...still no reaction from our teacher...then he smiled at
us, reached under his desk, pulled out a gas mask, donned it
and very calmly started distributing the test papers... ”Please
carry on with your test”, he said.

That was the first and last time we tried to prank him.
He actually soon became our favourite teacher as he never
declined to answer a question, always made sure that even
the slowest amongst us understood and managed to make
his classes so interesting that more often than not discussions
would even carry on beyond class hours. Here’s an example
of Mr. T’s teaching. One day while discussing expansion of
gases and air pressure during chemical reactions, he decided
that we should conduct a practical experiment.

To understand the experiment, I will first describe
the location: the experiment was to take place in the parking
lot of the school. On one side of the parking lot was the gym
building (solid wall facing the lot about 30 feet in height).
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On the other, at a distance of about 150 feet was the school
building, slightly taller than the gym building. The problem
that our genial science teacher posed to us was as follows:

“Assume that the combustion of gases in the balloon
will cause an explosion where the gases will expand at “x”
feet per second and will be reduced by “y”% every second.
Calculate the location of the balloon so that the direct shock
wave towards the school building bends the glass of the
windows and the indirect shock wave (reflected off the gym
building) reaches the windows of the school building when
the window panes are bent to the maximum. What would be

the result of such positioning? Prove by experiment.”

You can well imagine our excitement...there were no
shirkers...you could almost see steam coming out of our ears
from our cerebral activity...pen, paper, pencils, calculators
appeared and arguments went on for more than an hour till
we finally came to a consensus, guided by our teacher as to
the result, i.e. the precise location where the balloon was to
be placed and ignited...

Measurements were taken, balloon fixed in place,
slow fuse lit...and boom...perfect execution... two of the
windows on the first floor of the school building were blown
in....Mr. T gleefully exclaimed, “Successful experiment”.

Then the shocked and flustered face of the director,
whose windows we had “inadvertently” blown in appeared...
"WHAT HAPPENED?” he screamed!!

Mr. T coolly replied, “Nothing Director...just a
small practical experiment”... Mr. T instantly became the
hero and role model for all the students and teachers alike
for having struck a blow at the Director’s tyranny...this was
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to set the tone for the next two years till we finished junior
high and went to high school...
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Motherhood

Durga Nayak

otherhood is the most difficult and
Msatisfying experience a woman can have.

While my life is filled with thousands of

experiences around my childhood and family, one particular

phase of my life stands out as the most daunting.

It was years ago and we were celebrating new year.
The children were running around. My oldest daughter Poly
was around 9-10 years old and was playing around. While
playing, Poly crashed against a wall, hitting her waist against
the corner of the wall. Her body became bent on her left side.

After repeated tests we were advised to take her to
the famous orthopaedic surgeon Dr. Tejeswar Rao at Cuttack
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Hospital. Poly was hospitalized and plastered from neck to
leg. We stayed there for six months. While all my focus was
on Poly, I couldn’t forget that I had three other children. We
sent my youngest daughter Sonie and younger son Minto to
stay with my sister and brother, and my oldest son Tito was
sent to Sainik School, Bhubaneswar.

As we were struggling to find a solution to Poly’s
condition, another incident hit us. Sonie was attacked and
bitten by a dog. She fell and hurt her knee badly. From that
day onward, she was advised to wear callipers.

Meanwhile, after six months of hospitalization, the
specialists attending Poly finally told us that they would
conduct a surgery after importing an artificial bone from
UK. We were a little scared and decided to think over and
come after a month.

After much discussion in the family, we took
Poly to an Ayurvedic treatment Centre near Choudwar -
Kalaila. There, she was treated with some bamboo ashes and
plastered with some Ayurvedic medication, and in about six
months, she seemed to be recovering well. Excited to see the
improvement with Poly, we took Sonie to the same place.
Soon, she was off Callipers too.

Mothers can never stop worrying, no matter how
old the children are. After all these years, I still worry about
my children, and grandchildren.

That was a long time ago. Now Poly is a well-
recognized educationist with her own school. Both my sons
and youngest daughter are well established, and perhaps it’s
time for me to stop worrying and start enjoying my time
with grandchildren and great grandchildren.
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My Experience with Three
Eye Specialists

Pramod Chandra Mishra

uring my childhood days, for any minor

D ailments like body ache, headache, mild

fever, diarrhea or dysentery or even minor

eye problem, father was consulting a Homeopath or a Doctor

in Govt. Hospital for treatment and 2-3 days of treatment

was adequate to resolve the problem. With passage of time I

acquired some knowledge about the drug composition and

drugs prescribed by the doctors for common ailments and

started using it without even consulting a doctor unless the

problem aggravated. I believe, this is now a common practice
in every household.

While serving as a professor in Sambalpur
University, one day after coming home from the Department
during evening, I experienced little pain in my left eye. The
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pain continued past my bedtime. As usual, I searched for
an Opticup (small capsule containing eye cream) and used
it before getting to bed. Next morning, I hardly felt any
improvement. So, after completing my morning classes, I
rushed to VSS Medical College Hospital Eye OPD where
I consulted the only young lady doctor available without
introducing me to her. Although the professor and Head of
Ophthalmology was known to me, I did not wish to disturb
him for such a minor thing as he was busy in the indoor
ward.

The young doctor after looking at my eye without
any aid commented that cataract has developed in the eye for
which there is pain and an operation is the solution. Although
it was not very convincing to me, still I enquired about the
ideal place of operation — Govt. Hospital or nursing home,
whom should I consult for the operation etc. She replied that
in case I do not opt for the hospital she can operate on me
in her clinic running at her residence and for post-operative
care, I am to be admitted in the nursing home. I came back
assuring her that I'll contact in case I decide to go ahead with
the cataract operation.

Immediately after that, I contacted another good
friend of mine, who was professor and head in the Dept
of Obstetrics & Gynaecology in the same hospital who, in
turn, contacted the Head of Ophthalmology department. I
narrated everything to the Senior Eye Specialist and went
to his Chamber for check up. After observing my affected
eye with a torch light, he ruled out cataract and prescribed
some antibiotic eye drop and advised to put 3-4 drops every
four hours. Feeling confident of being treated by the Senior
Specialist, I came back home with the eye drop and started
using it.
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There was noimprovement. Rather, the eye condition
had deteriorated by next morning. I could not even open my
eye now. Taking a leave of one day, I rushed to the senior
doctor. “I seem to have prescribed mild antibiotic” he said,
and then prescribed a high potent antibiotic drop assuring
quick relief. With renewed hopes, I used the new drop. Alas!
No relief came my way.

With increased frustration, I decided to consult
a doctor in Rotary Eye Hospital of Bidanasi, Cuttack
thinking that if cataract is a problem, that is the best place
for operation. I came by the night bus and went to consult
Dr Braja Sundar Mishra, a retired Ophthalmologist working
as a consultant there. I narrated the history of my problem
starting from day zero.

Then he wanted me to sit before the Ophthalmoscope
and after examining my eye through the machine asked the
sister to put Xylocane in my affected eye. After that with the
help of some needle like apparatus, he touched my eyeball.
Once again, he examined my eye and told me that everything
was alright now. The problem was solved!

It was a great relief for me but it was also very
surprising as two doctors from the largest hospital of western
Odisha had so far failed in resolving the issue. Their failure
forced me to come to Cuttack with a feeling that something
serious must have happened to my eye. Here the problem
was solved within 10 minutes!

When I inquired about the problem point, with a
smile the doctor told me that a small part of the antenna of
an insect had pierced the eyeball. It was now removed, and
all was well. He also told me that right now there is no issue
of cataract. Keeping my anger on the doctors of Burla inside,
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I thanked Dr. Mishra profusely and returned that very night.
While in the bus I was analyzing the treatment methods of
the three doctors.

The young one was definitely not experienced
and perhaps had the lure of earning extra money. The
experienced senior specialist was casual in his approach.
When one Ophthalmoscope was available in his chamber,
he did not care to use it. The Doctor in Rotary Hospital was
experienced, systematic and behaved as a Godly man to me.
My destiny took me to him.

He is no more now. I pray to God for his departed
soul to rest in peace.
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44
Too Busy To Say Sorry

Satish Pashine

y elder brother and I are married to two

l \ / I sisters. Our common father-in-law had

purchased a piece of land long back in

Dalli-Rajhara which is a mining town in Chhattisgarh under

the jurisdiction of the Collector of Balod. As per my brother,

father in-law had later sold that land to him. At that time,

some Government official had suggested that if he gifts the

land to his grandson (my brother’s son), then registration fee
wouldn’t be levied.

Like most people, my brother wanted to avoid
paying money if it could be helped. Accordingly, a gift deed
was made and the name in the land records was also changed

238

Gapa Hi Jibana

with the help of concerned officials. The whole thing was
forgotten in due course, and twenty years went by. No notices
of irregular transaction were received from the Government.
Meanwhile, the transferrer (father-in-law) and his wife both
passed away.

Last year, my brother needed money and hence
negotiated and sold that land to someone in the town. The
advance amount was received as normally happens in such
cases, pending actual transfer of ownership. But when they
went to the sub-registrar’s office, they were told that since
registration fee had not been paid, the gift deed was null &
void and that the land still belonged to our late father-in-law
and his legal heirs.

An Appeal was made to the Collector of Balod
pleading that as the name in the land record had already
been changed by concerned officials and since the defendant
was not at fault, being ignorant of the rules, the Collector
may allow payment of registration amount with interests
and fines, and regularize the gift deed to facilitate selling of
land in the present time.

Unfortunately, Collector Madam of Balod rejected
theappeal. Mybrother’slawyer appealed to the Commissioner
who finally resolved that the Collector of Balod may call all
legal heirs to her office and take undertaking from them in
favor of the grandson to whom the land had originally been
gifted. He can then sell the land as he wished. The process
had already proceeded for months, with my elder brother,
who had a case of bad knees, having to run around every
possible corner.

After the Commissioner’s order, the Collector’s
office issued letters to all legal heirs of the deceased to present
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themselves in the collectorate of Balod on 11-2-2020. My
wife being one of the legal heirs took me along with her to
Balod.

Balod is about 800 km from Bhubaneswar and we
were quite tired by the train journey. But it mattered little for
we were helping a brother in need. The environment in the
collectorate office gave us an uneasy feeling. The silence was
cold and stony. We were the only people. All the legal heirs
met with a babu one by one and after sharing their credential
copies, signed in a register. The next step was to meet the
Collector but she was absent.

Nobody knew as to when she would come. All of
us kept waiting. We were advised to be present all the time
as Madam could come any moment and then could leave
quickly. If we weren't there, then it would be our fault.

11 AM to 4 PM. We kept waiting. My brother
contacted his lawyer who advised that the Collector may
not come or come very late and defer us to another date and
disappear. He told us - as a pre-emptive step, we should go to
the district & sessions court and make individual affidavits
giving up our legal right on the land and get all the affidavits
notarized within office hours.

But it was already 4 PM. My brother, a 76 years old
man was tensed, hassled beyond need and almost in tears.
We ran to the court. Affidavits were drafted. Our lawyer read
out the drafts to his senior advocate for ratification while we
kept waiting on the bench of the mosquito-infested court,
huddled together in-front of a large number of shabbily
seated advocates in search of clients. The notary was made to
wait after office hours to sign the documents.
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We came back to the Collector’s office at around 6:10
PM. She had apparently come and gone behind the closed
door of her office. Her PA came out and told us that Madam
is very busy, and that she has given us another date which is
17th April. She didn't talk to us herself. We didn’t see her face
even. We were told she is very young and has a little baby.

I wanted to at least knock at her door and meet her
once. I thought we owed an apology from her for keeping us
waiting hungry and thirsty without any concrete information.

But my brother who had always lived as a subject
of the Collectors and like told me not to utter as much as a
word for it might upset Collector Madam. He said Collectors
are too busy even to say sorry. They are at the mercy of the
ministers. Our work is but a very insignificant part of their
schedule. I did not understand, but contained my anger and
indignation lest it harmed his interests.

Later, we heard that some minister’s mother had
died and so the Collector had to be there the whole day. Our
lawyer conveyed this to us in unwritten protocol. Our IAS
Collector who is supposed to be a public servant was serving
the minister who we had elected to make our life easy.

We were very tired and hungry. I am 68 years old.
My brother is 76. We would have appreciated if at least this
IAS officer had just come out for a minute and apologized for
keeping us waiting. But that was not to be. I had imagined
that the whole work would be done before lunch and had
planned to see two of my friends in Bhilai on the way back to
Raipur. This did not happen.

One of my friends said - Man proposes, God
disposes. I corrected him with a wry smile - “No my friend!

241



Gapa Hi Jibana

Collector disposes.” Somebody quipped - “No! In India,
minister disposes.”
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45
Para

Girijasankar Acharya

tradition, a vivid amalgamation of rational

(India is a country of diverse culture and
thought and superstition’

This is proven every day in every aspect.

Why does one get negative vibes when a black cat
crosses the road? Rather I feel delighted because I love cats
and I love them irrespective of their color. You get a negative
vibe, a feeling of agitation follows your anxiety, your heart
skips a beat and that too because of a cat, which merely
crossed your path.

Three years ago, I came across a news that a Senior
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Professor in Economics had died in a road accident near
Tamando, Bhubaneswar. While inquiring about the cause
of accident, I came to know that her husband was driving
the car on a deserted road when he saw a cat crossing the
same road. In order to escape the cat, he accelerated his
speed. Assuming he would be able to cross the road before
the cat, he lost his balance, brakes failed, and the car collided
with a pole. His wife died on the spot and the unconscious
gentleman was shifted to City Hospital for first aid. He was
a senior retired Govt. officer and she was an Economics
professor in a private college. They lost their lives because
they like us have been born and brought up in a society
where stigma and superstition are part and parcel of daily
life.

When I was a child, I came across similar incidents.
There are many more kinds of blind faith and we irrationally
believe in weird facts. The thought that something bad might
happen fragments our strong confidence. We were cautioned
not to call father from behind when he is leaving for office.
If a baby or kid cried continuously, it was believed to have
been under the evil eye of a witch, and the safety measure
taken was taking seven pieces of red dry chilies and moving
them around the little boy seven times, before the chilies
were thrown in the fire. Usually, if you threw a single piece
of chilly in the fire, it would torment the people inside the
room with its pungent and repulsive smell. I had resorted to
this black magic once in Sambalpur, when my eldest son was
hardly one year old, and had cried non-stop one evening. My
wife told me about this foolproof” method and we came out
successful in our maiden venture.

Iwasborninaremote village of Mayurbhanj District.
Ours’ is a Brahmin sasan surrounded by tribal villages. A
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middle aged, tribal widow was living in the area. Her name
was ‘Para. Whenever Para was spotted on the village road,
children would hustle back indoors. Para was considered to
be a dreadful witch. And why so? Her left eye was the source
of real concern. The eyeball was still and the redness around
the retina gave it a Gothic look. If there was an abrupt death
or sudden illness in the village, the villagers considered Para
responsible for that. Any miss-happening in the village was
attributed to her witchcraft. The whole village was against
her and now her only son had driven her out of the house.
From that day, this old woman was staying all by herself in
an isolated corner of the village.

Out of curiosity, one day I mustered enough courage
to talk to her personally and this was beyond doubt done
without the knowledge of my parents. She told me her
childhood story and the incident of her severe eye infection.
Years back, one morning she was cooking food, using an iron
pipe to blow the firewood. Suddenly her son started to cry,
and in her haste, some pieces of ember and smoke entered
her eye. This instantly created a huge ulcer in the eye. That
small incident changed her life.

Everyone - be it small kids playing on the streets
or the old men sitting on cemented seats near the park,
everyone mocked her. She was helpless. Para had to beg not
only for food and money, but also for her life. She had been
refused water and food by the village committee.

She could, with much difficulty arrange food and
water, but living without any human interaction led her to
committing suicide. The hatred of the villagers towards her
didn’t end there. The worst happened when no one came
forward to cremate her dead body, not even her own son.
The local police, with the help of a youth club, cremated her
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decomposed body a week later.

There are many more such incidents etched in my
memory.

Few years ago, I came across this news that six
members of a family had been hanged to death in Mundasahi
village under Joda police station of Keonjhar district. Tribal
Gura Munda and his five family members including a
3-year-old child were found lying in a pool of blood over
suspicion of them practicing witchcraft. This news triggered
my childhood memories of Para.

Para, the character I knew as a child did not die a
useless death. Her memories remind the society of the great
mistake and the responsibility that the society has towards
rescuing and rehabilitating the helpless victims of age-old
superstitions.

All superstitions are not necessarily bad. But deriving
a conclusion from this and declaring it as a universal fact is
wrong. Believe in things but do not follow them blindly. It
might cost you more than money. Do not follow these beliefs
blindly at the cost of others’ lives.
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46
Childhood Questions

Beena Jena

ften I remember the childhood of my

O children. My three children are well placed

now. The eldest one is Sujata who is a

gynaecologist and is a leading practitioner in Bhubaneswar.
My son Rajan is a software engineer who is placed in

California, USA. The youngest is Vanu who is a finance
director of C. V. Raman Group of Institutions.

When the children were born, the only thing that
bothered me was — what will they become when they grow
up?

My husband, an army doctor and a gastroenterology
surgeon was posted in Manali, Himachal Pradesh and I was
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practicing in a clinic in my home. The children were playing.
I asked Sujata — what do you want to become when you
grow up? She said - just like Mommy. Then I asked the same
question to Rajan, and his reply was - I want to be like Daddy.

Finally, I put my question to the little one Vanu. She
was only three years old. She told me - she wants to be a
Commander. On hearing her reply, both Sujata and Rajan
laughed and made fun of their youngest sibling. I always
defended my little one every time the elder siblings took the
upper hand.

“Why are you laughing?” I shot back, “Commander
or otherwise. I am sure Vanu will become someone
worthwhile in life” Now, all these years later, I think I was
right.
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47
Ravi The Carpenter

Somnath Misra

Despite there being a power-cut, I was in deep

sleep for it had been an old practice in the family
to remain in bed up to twelve noon on Sundays. No regular
routine was to be followed on this day. The domestic help
who would usually knock at the door by six o clock every
morning would come after twelve so that we could enjoy our
weekend morning to the fullest extent.

It was perhaps seven o clock in the morning.

But suddenly I felt a thrust on my shoulder and
heard a loud scream. It was my better half yelling “It’s ten 0’
clock! The carpenter has not yet arrived!”

I opened my eyes with annoyance written all over
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my face, and said “What happened?”

“Get up immediately!” she shouted back, “Do you
know what the time is? Where’s your carpenter? He promised
to come here at ten o clock. It’s ten 0’ clock NOW”

She was in a foul mood and kept grumbling.

I remembered Ravi the carpenter. He had promised
to come to my house by ten o clock to mend a damaged
wooden window.

I looked at the wall clock. It was seven o' clock!
WHAT!? I shouted back at my wife “Why did you say that it
was ten o clock? It’s seven only!! Why do you lie for such a
trivial thing?”

“Oh! It’s not an important thing!? Is this house not
yours’? Am I to take care of everything? Ok, henceforth, I
won't utter a single word on the domestic issues, or any other
issue” Temperature had crossed boiling point.

I knew Ravi since long. He was from a very poor
family, but he was also very honest. He was popular among
his clientele because he always tried to keep his words. So
I assured my wife “Don’'t get impatient. Ravi will keep his
word.”

Pat came the reply: “Ravi is a man of his words? To
you, everyone on this planet is a nice person. It is only I who
is notorious!”

I knew it was of no use to argue with her. So I decided
to maintain silence.

Then my wife started her sermons in a sweet yet
scathing voice: “Listen dear! This world is not as simple as
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you think it is. You are a misfit in this world. You are a person
devoid of common sense.”

I wasn't left with any more replies. Even the power
wasn't back yet. Thus, there was pin drop silence prevailing
in my room for the next couple of hours.

And then just like that, the silence was broken with
the thunderous voice of my wife: Ok dear, you said that it
was seven o clock then. Well!l Now for Gods’ sake, please
have a look at the wall clock. See for yourself what time it is
now!”

Like an obedient student, I looked at the wall clock
and yes! It was quarter past ten!

I felt dejected and started silently cursing Ravi.
I felt like slapping him. All of a sudden, my mobile phone
rang. It was Ravi’s call. I spared no time in receiving the call.
And without saying any “Hello” to him or waiting for any
“Namaskar” (which he usually does in his first call) from
him, I started scolding him.

“You rascal! Treacherous fellow! How dare you ring
me now? When were you supposed to come to my house?”

He was about to say something but I silenced his
voice with every possible harsh and caustic words available
in my dictionary. Finally, when I was completely exhausted,
I let him speak.

“Sir!” Ravi said apologetically, “I had been waiting
outside your main gate since the last halfan hour. I repeatedly
pressed the calling bell. But nobody came out to open the
gate. Since I have only one mobile set for my entire family, I
had kept it with my wife. When nobody opened the door, I
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rushed back home to give you a call”

I somehow managed to say - “That means you have
arrived at around quarter to ten?”

“Probably no Sir! I don't have my watch with me.
But it must be at least half an hour back that I arrived at your
home,” he said maintaining his usual calm demeanor.

Once again, there was pin drop silence prevailing in
my house.
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48
Godhuli

Captain Saroj Pradhan

It was the winter of 2017 and my school buddy,
settled in Chicago had come to India for a visit
with his wife and daughter. Being an avid bird watcher, he
was keen on visiting Mangalajodi Bird Sanctuary, Chilika.
My wife joined us for the trip in a hired SUV which was
spacious for five of us. The driver was a young man of about
twenty years age, well built, soft-spoken with a friendly
disposition and when I asked for his name, I thought he
murmured 'Amar’.

Our plan for Saturday was to start early morning,
reach the eco-cottage, have breakfast and reach the boat-
jetty for the lake cruise by a country boat. We reached in
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time and had an unforgettable experience of watching in
close proximity the magnificent creations of God that fly
thousands of miles each year from as far as Siberia for their
winter sojourn in Chilika lake.

After four hours of birding, we came back to the
cottage, had lunch and started for Bhubaneswar at 2 in the
afternoon so that we could be in time for the musical concert
at Rabindra Mandap at 7 PM celebrating birth anniversary
of the legendary singer Akshaya Mohanty. En route, we took
a break at Rameswar for 'Cutting Chai' at the road side tea-
stall and I picked up the afternoon edition of an English daily
as we had missed the morning paper.

After tea, we all got into the car which cruised at a
comfortable speed on NH-7 letting us enjoy the beauty of
verdant fields and watched the golden rays of the setting sun
reflecting on the dust raised by the cattle hooves. We rolled
down the window glasses to enjoy the cool winter breeze.
I glanced at the newspaper headlines and was disturbed
to read yet another case of alleged cow smuggling related
lynching and passed on the paper to my friend. This followed
a passionate exchange of views bordering on arguments on
the issue. As my friend and the ladies were engrossed in the
discussion, I and the driver saw a speeding taxi hit a calf
which had trailed behind its herd, heading home after the
day's grazing. The taxi sped away before any passerby could
react. Our driver turned the car to the roadside and stopped.

The driver requested that he would like to have a
look at the calf. As our evening plan was to watch the concert,
we reluctantly agreed to his request. The ladies stayed back
in the car and we three went to the accident site. We saw the
calf's right hind leg was wounded and bleeding profusely. The
driver told us to hold the calf as he bandaged the wounded
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leg with the towel he was carrying. He said that he knew the
staff of an animal care NGO in Bhubaneswar (which was
20 KM away) who could take the injured calf to the animal
shelter for further treatment. Seeing his enthusiasm, we told
him to go ahead and call the NGO. We resigned ourselves to
the fate that we would miss the concert.

The NGO staff reached the spot after an hour or
so and we all helped them in lifting the calf onto the vehicle
and were feeling relieved that it was in safe hands. The soft
winter sun had already set and the Orion constellation was
twinkling bright in the southwestern sky as we resumed
our journey to Bhubaneswar and reached home at 7 in the
evening.

My wife is crazy about Akshaya Mohanty's songs and
she insisted that we go for the concert even if we were late.
We had a quick wash, dressed up and were there at Rabindra
Mandap by 8 PM and managed to get five seats in the rear
row in the packed auditorium. Our taxi driver, also a fan
of Akshaya Mohanty, didn't mind standing in the rear and
enjoy the concert. To our good luck, we didn't miss much
as speech and other formalities with the Chief Guest had
just got over and the musical night started with the classic
number 'Punyara Nadi Teere...' (in the banks of the virtuous
river) as we sank into our chairs.

We thoroughly enjoyed the evergreen songs of
Akshaya Mohanty sung by various artists and returned back
home late night after dinner at a popular restaurant. We
complimented the driver for his smooth driving skills and
his compassionate gesture in rescuing the injured calf. I said,
'Amar, can you please give your mobile number so that we
can call you for our future outings?' He replied with a coy
smile, 'Sir, my name is not Amar, I am Aamir, Aamir Khan.
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My mother gave this name as she is a big fan of the film star'.

As we were climbing the staircase to our apartment
on the second floor, we all were reflecting silently about our
en route discussion in the car and the driver’s name echoed
challenging our preconceived notions.
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49
Recirculation of the
Mahatma

Anil Bhatt

don't know from where I got that 500-rupee note

with a small hole at its border. All my subsequent
attempts to put it back in circulation proved futile. Every
time the concerned shopkeeper would politely ask me to
replace it with a new one.

"Oh!" T would exclaim, every time, feigning
ignorance. "Why," I would ask, gaping at the hole, "has the
currency lost its value? Because of a tiny hole?"

The shopkeeper would prefer to look the other way,
while the Mahatma on the note would smile at me with
helplessness.

Rejected by human beings, I opted for the
mechanized system. Even the new-age machine at the ATM
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did not accept it. I tried to deposit the note to my account
by putting ingenuity to good use - I turned the Mahatma
upside down, reversed his face, hid him among notes of
other denominations - but pooh, all in vain!

Then, I thought of plugging the hole with a matching
off-white paper and transparent tape. I rummaged through
my bookshelves for that kind of paper. Yes, in our guest
room, I have an apology for a library, which stacks a few
chosen books to misguide our visitors about my intellectual
quotient!

Finally, I laid my hands on an old book that I never
cared to read: 'Values and Ourselves' by Swami Yuktananda,
published in 1989.

After tearing a small piece of paper and healing the
bruised Mahatma, I targeted a roadside vegetable-market
this time. And what a smart move that turned out to be!
Taking advantage of the morning rush, I could manage to
slip the Mahatma back in circulation!

With mixed feelings of triumph and guilt, I avoided
that vegetable-market for the next couple of weeks.

After committing a crime, the runaway man
invariably revisits the place, after a while, to assess the
situation. So did I this morning.

With a poker face, I went to the same vendor.
Avoiding an eye-contact, I picked a few bundles of leafy
vegetables.

"How much?" I queried.

Fifty rupees, he said.
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I paid, and with a sigh of relief, moved towards other
vendors.

After about 10 minutes, when I was about to enter
my car, somebody gently tapped my back. I looked over my
shoulder with apprehension. Yes, it was the same old vendor.

"Oh no, not again!" I whispered to myself.

"Sir, unmindfully you had left these two bundles of
spinach at my place," he said, and putting them in my bag,
scurried back.

I was too dumbfounded for a response.
Who says Mahatma is dead and buried?

I saw one more Mahatma in circulation today.

X%
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50

My Childhood in
Bhubaneswar

Tapan Kumar

How green was my valley! My idyllic childhood
in Bhubaneswar.

My father was born in a village called Osanga
(Mahanga Block) in Cuttack district in the year 1924.
His father barely eked out a living from small holdings
of agricultural land in his village. My grandfather could
not afford to give much education to my father. Although
ambitious, my father was constrained by the financial
difficulties of his father. After matriculation he could afford
to study only a diploma in Civil Engineering in Cuttack
Engineering School. He immediately came to the new city
of Bhubaneswar in 1956 where he got the job of a junior
engineer in Public Health Engineering Department of Govt.

260

Gapa Hi Jibana

of Odisha. This department was constructing the water
supply and sewerage system of this new city. Soon my father
got married and brought his bride to Bhubaneswar to stay in
the government allotted quarters in Unit 2 of Bhubaneswar. I
am the second child of five children born to my parents and
was born in 1958.

Although not a metropolis yet, today Bhubaneswar
is a fairly big city of 10 or 12 lakh people. At that time it
was a very small city of may be a lakh people. In the post
-independence period it was a planned city of new India
designed by a German architect named Otto Konigsberger.
Alongwith Jamshedpur and Chandigarh, Bhubaneswar was
one of India’s first planned cities. Before the new city was
constructed, Bhubaneswar was a sort of village full of trees.
But in ancient times it was known as Ekamra Kshetra having
huge religious importance for Hindus as numerous Siva and
Vishnu temples had been constructed from 6th Century
AD to 12th Century AD in Bhubaneswar by the then kings
ruling Odisha. There was the Daya river by the side of
which the great Kalinga war between Kalinga warriors and
Ashoka’s army was fought. There was Dhauligiri with the
Ashoka edicts and there were the twin hills of Khandagiri
and Udaygiri with the famous Jain Caves dating back to the
times of great Utkala King Kharavela.

The climate of Bhubaneswar was temperate and
salubrious in my childhood. The summers were very pleasant
unlike the present summers which are extremely hot. During
summers a strong cool breeze blew into Bhubaneswar
making it quite pleasant. There were thunder showers or
Kala Baishakhis in summer. Bhubaneswar got sufficient rain
during monsoons. Winter lasted much longer and was much
colder than at present. Before the planned city came into
being there were plenty of large trees in Bhubaneswar which

261



Gapa Hi Jibana

were left intact when the city was planned and constructed.
Large scale denudation of forests happened much later
when population increased and people built houses in an
unplanned manner. Today the city is an unplanned concrete
jungle which is rapidly becoming crowded.

We stayed in a small government house in Unit
2 with a large garden. Most likely we stayed in that house
from 1962 to 1970. There was piped water supply for limited
hours for which we stored water in a storage tank of brick
and cement. My mother used to cook in a traditional chullah
with firewood squatting on a wooden plank called pidha.
There was no pressure cooker and no fridge at that time. My
parents planted vegetable plants such as brinjal, okra, ridged
gourd, pumpkin, bitter gourd, cucumber in the large garden
abutting the house. There were two huge Jungle Jalebi (Ganga
Imli) trees in the garden. Those trees yielded plenty of red
tinged sweet spiral shaped fruits which burst open when
ripe. Birds in large numbers used to sit and eat those fruits.
We and our friends also ate a lot of this fruit to our heart’s
content. I also remember that there was an Indian Jujube
tree in our garden yielding plenty of sweet tangy fruits in
season. Indian Jujube is called Bara Koli in Odia. The fruits
were very tasty; we ate a lot of those fruits in season and
Mom made Bara Koli Pickle with the fruits.

The govt. quarters were arranged in one long row of
independent houses. There was a long running huge open
field between the houses and the wide metal road which was
called Janpath. Between the field and the road was an open
storm water drain. On the other side of the road was a large
grove where there were a large number of cashew and mango
trees. It was called Jhunjhunwala Bagicha. This large grove
had a lot of snakes, mostly cobras, russel’s vipers and kraits.
Cows who went grazing into that grove were sometimes
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found dead with froth on their mouth and elders used to
say that they had died of snake bites. We had two cows. We
sometimes went into that grove to steal mangoes and ripe
succulent cashew fruits. Many times I had seen glistening
golden coloured cobras in that grove.

As I was telling you, the large open field in front of
the row of houses stretched for a kilometre or so. Children
of all ages played on that field. It was safe to play there as
children did not go to the Janpath where vehicles were
moving. Of course, there were very small number of vehicles
on the roads of Bhubaneswar at that time. We used to play
so many types of games there such as kite flying, football,
badminton, cricket, bicycle riding, etc. During the days when
school was closed, we played outdoor games. Around the
time of Makara Sankranti was the kite flying season and we
flew kites for two to three months. Taking my pocket money
I had gone to a carpenter who had a carpentry shop across
the road and had got a Latai (roller for kite thread) made
by him. It was such a prized possession for me. I and two
friends got together and prepared the Manja thread which
was a dangerous and elaborate process. We crushed light
bulbs to prepare glass powder, prepared glue by cooking
maida with water and then coated the hundreds of metres of
kite thread with the glue mixed with glass powder. Actually
Manja thread used for kite flying is quite strong and lethal
because of the coating of glass powder and maida glue. It
can cause grievous injuries but we didn’t know all that in our
childhood. The overriding passion was to fly kites with big
latais and manja thread and do Kkite fights.

Kite flying requires considerable skill. We were so
oblivious of everything else while flying kites that once my
younger brother, while chasing a loose flying kite, fell into
the storm water drain and cut his feet badly which required
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several stitches in the hospital. Most of the boys also played
with Tops. We were all very skilful in spinning the Tops on
the ground or on our hands. We also played the game of Top
fights where you try to destroy each other’s Tops. A lot of
skill was required to win a Top fight. Tops were quite cheap
like kites, were of different sizes and very colourful.

I used to have a long siesta after coming back from
primary school and having lunch. On many days I used to
wake up at dusk and think that it was dawn. I used to wake
up from deep sleep and ask my mother to give me my tooth
brush thinking it was morning. My mom used to have a good
laugh. On one such evening my mother woke me up from
sleep. I found my father standing before me with a leather
football. That was the first football of my life and it was such
a precious thing. Those days children were quite afraid of
their fathers and I did not know how to react. But I slept
holding the football close to my chest that night smelling the
wonderful smell coming from the new leather. In those days
footballs were quite complicated things. They were made of
leather, had a pink bladder inside, there was a tongue on the
wide mouth of the football and after inflating it with a cycle
pump you had to push the tightly tied bladder stem inside
the ball, close the mouth of the football and sew the mouth
with a thick lace with a special needle. My father had got all
that done from a shop called Burma Sports and had given
the football to me. Next afternoon, I went to the field with
my new football and met Dulal Pany who was two years
senior in school and was like an elder brother. We called a
few boys and played with that ball. We continued playing
football in the evening for a long time. I can never forget the
smell of the new leather football that I smelt that evening
and throughout that night.

Mom cooked mutton curry only on Sundays with
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half potatoes and large slivers of raw papaya in a thin gravy.
What a lot of rice we ate with the mutton curry! Sometimes
thin gravied egg curry was cooked with potato slivers. But
those were not times of plenty. Hence, each one in the family
got one half of an egg and a few potato pieces and lot of
gravy to eat with rice. Broiler chicken had not been invented.
Therefore, the supply of chicken and eggs was also very
limited. For breakfast we ate water soaked chuda (flattened
rice) or mudhi (puffed rice) mashed into a paste with thick
curd, sugar and a banana. That was the regular wholesome
breakfast. For the first time in my life I had eaten Tandoori
Chicken which was made in Rajmahal Hotel, the most
prominent hotel in Bhubaneswar. There were small shops
where people ate tiffin. South Indian tiffin had not come
to Odisha. Those shop owners made fresh Bara, Gulgula,
Piyaji, Alu Chop and ghuguni for breakfast. Those were very
tempting for children like us. In moving Ice carts vendors
used to sell Ice Cream which we were extremely fond of. It
was mostly ice on a stick with some sugary syrup added.
Although today it appears to have been very unhygienic, we
had eaten plenty of it without falling sick. There were a couple
of local bakeries where a few bakery items like cup-cakes,
pastries and bread were made. The hawkers went around the
locality keeping square tin trunks containing bakery items
on their head. There were many fruit trees in the locality
from which we ate fruits the year round. There were Jamun
trees, Carambola trees (star fruit or Karamanga in Odia),
Sitaphal trees and Jujube trees all around the locality. The
forests on the edge of Bhubaneswar city had plenty of mango
trees. During summer, farmers in bullock cart came into the
city with cart full of mangoes of different varieties. Those
were the days of Desi Mangoes as hybrid varieties had not
come to Bhubaneswar. There were numerous types of Desi
Mangoes with different colour, smell and taste. Those days,
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Mom used to spread the unripe mangoes on jute sacks to
ripen. When they ripened, mangoes were kept in buckets full
of water and from there we took mangoes and ate. At that
time ripe mangoes were not cut into pieces. We ate mangoes
by sucking the ripe fruit. People ate a lot of ripe strong
scented jackfruit during summer.

Rajmahal Hotel was the biggest hotel in the middle
of the somnolent city at that time. It was a hotel which had a
restaurant. The owner’s name was Raju Sahoo. At that time
He was in his fifties. He was a small time gulgula, bara and
aluchop seller who had graduated to owning a hotel - the first
big hotel in the new city. He wore white achkan and churidar
made of khadi. He wore a Nehru cap and had a red rose
in his breast pocket. He wanted to dress like Nehru, many
people wanted to dress like Nehru those days. Nehru was
not only the PM of the country but also its biggest fashion
icon. Rajmahal hotel had the best restaurant in the city. But
people did not go to restaurants those days. There were a
few important people such as govt. officials and businessmen
who gathered every evening at Rajmahal Hotel for their
adda. They drank whisky and ate Tandoori Chicken. My
father was one of those people and he sometimes brought
Tandoori Chicken for us at night. Once or twice in a year my
father brought shelduck curry or Wild Pigeon curry from
Rajmahal Hotel. The shelduck had been killed at Chilika Lake
and had been brought to the Hotel. I don't know whether it
was illegal to poach shelducks in Chilika at that time. But the
shelduck curry and the Wild Pigeon curry from Rajmahal
hotel was delicious.

I will wind up my story recounting the incidents
concerning Jogesh and Kati Nanda - two young friends who
painted the town red during those times. Both were civil
contractors who rode Bullet Motorcycles. One of them owned
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Kalpana Talkies, the oldest movie hall of Bhubaneswar. They
used to organise Ganesh Puja every year at that locality
on the other side of the road. It was quite an event and we
children enjoyed it to the hilt. During the summer holidays
they brought a projector and a white screen and showed
Hindi and Odia movies in the middle of the playing field
near our house. Adults and children watched those movies
and enjoyed them a lot.
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About
Livolink Foundation

Livolink Foundation is a registered body under the
Indian Trusts Act 1882 registered on 14th December 2010
in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. It intervenes in the areas of Rural
Livelihoods, Health, Education, Migration and Crafts. It
works in collaboration with the Government and Partner
Organizations along with direct implementation at the
grass-roots level. It also undertakes research studies that
have a bearing on the quality of life of the people in the State,
particularly in the rural areas.

The South Odisha Initiative of Livolink Foundation
focuses on Health, Education and Livelihoods. In Health,
the interventions are directed towards reducing the
incidence of malaria and also deaths due to malaria in
some of the most inaccessible villages. In Livelihoods, the
focus is on improving the household income of the rural
population while in Education, it is improving the learning
levels of school children through mobile science labs and
practical teaching methods. Awareness generation and
linking community with entitlements has been a focus for
reducing distress migration. The Craft program focuses on
transforming artisans into entrepreneurs.

One of the recent areas of intervention in the
Health Portfolio is the Elderly Care- Developing an Urban
Model for Senior Citizens in Bhubaneswar. This includes
demonstration of multi-activity centres for the elderly based
on the ethos of health, wellness and engagement. An array of
5 niche programs is identified and activated throughout the
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city of Bhubaneswar, engaging the senior citizens in story
telling, travel stories and curated trips, volunteering and
community work, digital literacy and sensitizing children in
schools.

Livolink Foundation has a multidisciplinary team
of more than 100 members, distributed across different
field locations. It has a vibrant and experienced Board of
Trustees demonstrating high standards of Governance and
advocating for values of Transparency, Equity, Inclusion and
Teamwork.

295



Gapa Hi Jibana

About
Unmukt Foundation

Unmukt Foundation was started in 2017, in an
attempt to unleash inner-self, regenerate the connection with
existence, and live in harmony. We at Unmukt believe in three
core principles — promoting local indigenous culture, giving
children access to formal and non-formal education that
will supplement and fill the gaps of mainstream education,
and promoting sensitivity towards the environment through
organic and eco-sensitive practices.

Through our focus on Culture, Education, and
the Environment, we wish to create a sustainable lifestyle
in harmony with nature. Our single-minded attention is
on children, for they carry the weight of the future of this
planet. Unmukt is an effort to unleash their potential, to get
them excited about learning all over again.

Ever since its inception, Unmukt has actively
engaged with the community in general, and children in
particular, to uphold its principles. We have regular classes
for children on Art, Self-defense, Dance, Skating, English,
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and Computational Thinking. There’s also Unmukt
Art - an open art event for all hosted every month.

Inbetween these regular initiatives, we have managed
to host a number of outstandingly talented individuals from
diverse fields, to organize sessions like making natural colors
for Holi, introduction to Odisha Tribals and Tribal Art,
rediscovering Ramayana, sculpting Ganesha organically,
growing your own food, talk on millets mission, healthy food
vs junk food, science through experiential learning, lessons
on history, establishing connection through painting, music
jam, et al.

The Unmukt Creativity Centre, located at
Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar, forms the base of our work.
Walls colored and adorned with paintings, a library in the
corner, musical instruments, and an open workspace for
our meetings — this center represents the soul of Unmukt,
a starting point in our quest towards undoing the many
wrongs of an education system that has paralyzed the
country’s students since independence.
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Some day, you will be old enough
to start reading fairy tales again.

- Mark Twain

298

Gapa Hi Jibana

299



Gapa Hi Jibana

On 2nd October, 2019, Gapa hi Jibana (Stories are Life)
embarked on a journey to bring out the personal stories
and anecdotes of the senior citizens. In this five-month

expedition, our team interacted with over 200 elderl

from Bhubaneswar, people with more than 55 years o

living experience on this blue planet.

This book contains the knowledge and life experiences
of these senior citizens. Emotions which they have lived
once upon a time in their lives. Some stories will make
you laugh out loud, others will give you hiccups and
might dispel some wisdom if you are going through a

rough phase. The book may take you down the memor
lane of Daadi maa or Naani maa ki kahaani (Grandma's
Story) which are missing these days.

In this book you will come across some wonderfu
paintings too made by the artists who have touched
paint and brush first time in their 55 years of life and
who have promised to paint more. It can work as a
motivation for many people who hesitate to write or to
explore any new art form. This book can inspire you to
unleash the inner artist.
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