THE 5TH ONE WILL SURPRISE YOU!

FACT 1: MONTANA YOUTH ARE AT HIGH RISK

Montana is 5th in the nation for youth marijuana use. Our state is also 3rd in
the nation for youth being diagnosed with an addiction. Marijuana Is the

most used drug for youth seeking treatment.

FACT 2: MARIJUANA IS NOT HARMLESS, AND CAN NEGATIVELY AFFECT HEALTH

A common myth is that marijuana is harmless. However, this is not true, especially for
young people. Marijuana use can damage the developing brain and is tied to reduced IQ
and school failure. It can also increase their risk of anxiety, depression, and suicide.

One in five people who begin using marijuana early will develop an addiction to
marijuana (or a cannabis use disorder). The stronger the marijuana is, the more
addicting and damaging it can be.

FACT 3: MARI]UANA IS MUCH STRONGER THAN IT USED TO BE
Potency of Marijuana in U.5.

60 Today’s marijuana is much stronger than what it was twenty years ago.
In 2000, THC* potency tended to be around 5%. Now, most marijuana has
50 17% THC. Some marijuana concentrates (such as dab, wax, or shatter)

can have a potency of up to 99°% THC.

After legalization, our neighbors in Colorado and Washington have seen
- their youth using stronger, more potent, marijuana products. Use of
marijuana concentrates has more than tripled in Washington and now
makes up 35% of sales. In Colorado, dabbing more than doubled between
2017-2019, from 20% to 52% of high school youth who currently use
marijuana.
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*Note: THC, or Tetrahydrocannabinol, is the main ingredient in cannabis

that creates the sensation of being high.
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FACT 4: MISSOULA YOUTH USE MORE MARIJUANA THAN THEIR PEERS

Missoula youth are more likely to have used marijuana (25%) in the
past 30 days than their peers statewide (20%). They are also less likely
to think using marijuana is risky or wrong. Nearly 40% of those
Missoula high school students who use, use almost EVERY DAY.

While the majority of Missoula youth do NOT USE (75%), there is still
cause for concern.



FACT 5: WHAT WE DO AS A COMMUNITY CAN HELP

As a community, we can shape what marijuana legalization means for our youth. The
following are strategies backed by research to protect youth from early marijuana use.
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1.Do not allow products attractive to youth in
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.Raising prices via taxes is an effective strategy
to prevent youth from starting to use

.Require that marijuana dispensaries are
located away from where children are (i.e.,
schools, daycares, parks, and youth centers)

A 3% excise tax 5.Limit the number of marijuana dispensaries in
on recreational one place
o uana s an 6.Prohibit smoking and vaping indoors, in

the Missoula

workplaces, housing and in public outdoor

7.Dedicate a portion of marijuana tax revenue to
public health, public safety, and substance use
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is 5 dispensaries. We
currently have 45.
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The Healthy Missoula Youth coalition consists of prevention professionals from
numerous organizations and agencies throughout Western Montana, including:
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