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I'm Sabrina Thompson.

As a realtor, my focus is to help families find their perfect
and dream home. With my dedication and passion for real
estate, I thrive to make buying or selling a home an
enjoyable and memorable experience.
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OFFER

CONTINGENCY

An agreement between a buyer and a
seller to purchase a piece of real
estate. This is sometimes referred to as
a sales contract. 

When an offer is accepted by the
seller, but there are certain
conditions that must be met before
the sale is final.

CLOSING COST

The fees that are paid at the end of the
purchase by either the buyer, seller or
both. These include taxes, insurance
and lender expenses.

EARNEST MONEY

Also known as "good faith" money, this
is money put up by the buyer into a
trust or escrow account. This action
shows the buyer is serious about
purchasing the home.

HOME INSPECTION

An inspection is a professional
examination of the property's
condition. Your agent can recommend
a qualified home inspector for you.

TITLE SEARCH

APPRAISAL

DISCLOSURES

CLOSING

PRE-APPROVAL

A title search proves that the property
is,  in fact, owned by the seller.  You can
also purchase title insurance to make
that no issues that arise later.

The appraisal is the value given to a
property based on comparable
properties that have recently sold. This
is typically required by the lender in
order to decide if the requested loan
amount is in alignment with the value
of the property.

All seller's are required to fi l l  out a
property disclosure stating what they
know about the property - good or bad. 

This is the final step of your real estate
transaction. At closing the funds from
the buyer are provided to the seller and
the buyer receives the keys. This process
typically takes an hour.

A pre-approval is a preliminary
evaluation conducted by the lender to
show that the buyer has the funds to
purchase up to a certain amount. This is
extremely helpful when you find a home
you're ready to put an offer on.

Real Estate TERMS
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CONNECT YOU WITH THE PERFECT HOME

NEIGHBORHOOD KNOWLEDGE

ATTENTION TO DETAIL

PROFESSIONAL NEGOTIATOR

EXPERT GUIDE

Agents often have access to information about homes going on the market before
the public. They can also arrange open houses and tours of homes that match
your criteria. 

Agents will  be able to offer insightful details about the neighborhoods you are
considering. 

The process of buying a home requires a good deal of paperwork. Your real estate
agent will  help you fil l  out all  documents and get them submitted properly.

Agents deal with any difficult conversations that need to happen. They will  also help you
submit. a strong offer and negotiate with the seller on your behalf.

Realtors are there to help you with any questions you have along the way. They offer
an objective opinion when you're analyzing the features you're looking for. 

A  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  i s  a  h u g e  a s s e t  t o  y o u  a s  y o u  g o
t h r o u g h  t h e  h o m e - b u y i n g  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e
b i g g e s t  d e c i s i o n s  o f  y o u r  l i f e  a n d  y o u  n e e d  a  s k i l l e d
p r o f e s s i o n a l  g u i d i n g  y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s .  

Y o u r  a g e n t  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  i n
m i n d  a n d  c a n  h e l p  g u i d e  y o u  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  s t a g e s  o f
h o m e  b u y i n g .   

FINDINGa Great agent



Financials

L e n d e r s  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  y o u  s p e n d  n o
m o r e  t h a n  3 - 5  t i m e s  y o u r  a n n u a l  i n c o m e
o n  a  n e w  h o m e .  

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  m a n y  m o r t g a g e  c a l c u l a t o r s
o n l i n e ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  a  g r e a t  s t a r t i n g
p o i n t .  W h e n  c a l c u l a t i n g ,  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o
i n c l u d e  e x t r a  e x p e n s e s  l i k e  a t t o r n e y  f e e s ,
h o m e  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  c o s t s  a n d
m o n e y  f o r  a n y  h o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  

HOU MUCH HOME CAN YOU AFFORD?

W h i l e  i t ' s  i d e a l  i f  y o u  c a n  p u t  a  2 0 %  d o w n -
p a y m e n t  o n  y o u r  n e w  h o m e ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y
i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r y .  

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w a y s  t o  p u t  d o w n  m u c h
l e s s  a n d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  l o a n s  y o u
m a y  n e e d  a s  l i t t l e  a s  3 . 5 % .  

DO YOU NEED A DOWNPAYMENT?

02



Financials 02
I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  a  c r e d i t  c h e c k
d o n e  a s  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a  f a c t o r  i n
d e t e r m i n i n g  y o u r  m o r t g a g e  a p p r o v a l  a n d
i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  

W h i l e  s o m e t i m e s  a  s c o r e  i n  t h e  5 0 0 ' s  c a n
g e t  y o u  a  l o a n ,  i d e a l l y  y o u  w a n t  t o  a i m
f o r  6 2 0  o r  a b o v e .  T h e  h i g h e r  t h e  s c o r e
t h e  l o w e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e .  

CREDIT CHECK

M a n y  t i m e s  t h e s e  t e r m s  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n t e r c h a n g e b l y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .
Y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u r  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  w h i c h  i s  m o r e  c r e d i b l e  i n  y o u r
m a r k e t  a n d  t h e n  a p p l y .  

E i t h e r  w a y ,  b e i n g  p r e - q u a l i f i e d  o r  p r e - a p p r o v e d  s h o w s  t h e  s e l l e r  t h a t
y o u ' r e  s e r i o u s  a n d  t h a t  y o u  m o s t  l i k e l y  h a v e  t h e  f u n d s  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e
h o m e  s h o u l d  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  p l a c e  a n  o f f e r .  P r e - a p p r o v a l  c a n  a l s o  h e l p  y o u
b u d g e t  a s  y o u  w i l l  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d .

T h i s  p r e - a p p r o v a l  d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  l o a n  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d  s o  y o u  s t i l l
w a n t  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  w i t h  y o u r  s p e n d i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  D o n ' t  m a k e  a n y
l a r g e  p u r c h a s e s ,  c h a n g e  j o b s  o r  a p p l y  f o r  n e w  c r e d i t  c a r d s  d u r i n g  t h i s
t i m e .

PRE-QUALIFIED & PRE-APPROVED



Find a  Home



TOUR 03Homes

M a k e  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  t h e
t h i n g s  y o u  n e e d  a n d
w a n t  i n  a  n e w  h o m e .
T h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  m a n y
b e d r o o m s  a n d
b a t h r o o m s  y o u  n e e d .  

D o  y o u  w a n t  a  b i g
k i t c h e n  o r  i s  a  f e n c e d -
i n  y a r d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t
t o  y o u ?  

W e  w i l l  s t a r t  t o u r i n g
h o m e s  a n d  w e i g h  a l l  t h e
p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e
a s p e c t s  o f  e a c h  o n e .

W h e n  y o u  f i n d  t h e  h o u s e ,
y o u r  n e x t  s t e p  w i l l  b e  t o
m a k e  a n  o f f e r  a n d  g o
t h r o u g h  a n y  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  

T a k e  p h o t o s  w i t h  y o u r  p h o n e  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  e a c h  h o u s e .
O r g a n i z e  t h e  p h o t o s  a t  h o m e  w i t h  t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y
s o  y o u  c a n  r e m e m b e r  d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  

F o c u s  o n  t h e  t h i n g s  y o u  c a n ' t  c h a n g e  l i k e  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  l o t
o r  s i z e  o f  b e d r o o m s .  

T e s t  t h i n g s  a s  y o u  w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o m e .  O p e n  a n d  c l o s e
w i n d o w s ,  t u r n  f a u c e t s  o n  a n d  f l u s h  t o i l e t s  t o  m a k e  s u r e
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  i n  w o r k i n g  o r d e r .

HOME SEARCHING TIPS



MAKE 04an Offer

M a n y  t i m e s  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  o f f e r  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  o w n e r  w i l l
c o m e  b a c k  w i t h  a  c o u n t e r - o f f e r .  

A s  a  b u y e r ,  d o n ' t  b e  a f r a i d  t o  b a r g a i n  f o r  w h a t  y o u  w a n t .
W h e t h e r  t h a t  b e  c o s t ,  a  n e w  r o o f  o r  t h e  w h o l e  h o u s e  p a i n t e d .
Y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o  u n l e s s  y o u  a s k .  

O n c e  y o u ' v e  f o u n d  t h e
h o m e  y o u  w a n t ,  t h e  n e x t
s t e p  i s  t o  m a k e  a n  o f f e r .
W e  w i l l  l o o k  a t
c o m p a r a b l e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n
t h e  a r e a  a n d  d e c i d e  o n  a
s t r o n g  f i r s t  o f f e r .  

M a n y  o w n e r s  p r i c e  a
l i t t l e  h i g h  e x p e c t i n g  t o
n e g o t i a t e  s o  w e  w i l l  t a k e
t h a t  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n
a s  w e l l .

NEGOTIATE
an Offer



I t ' s  a l w a y s  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  a d d  a  c o n t i n g e n c y  c l a u s e  i n t o
y o u r  o f f e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e
t o  h a v e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n s p e c t e d .  T h i s  g i v e s  y o u  t h e  r i g h t  t o
b a c k  o u t  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  i f  y o u  a n d  t h e  s e l l e r  c a n ' t  a g r e e
o n  r e p a i r s .  

P l a n  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  b e
p r e p a r e d  t o  a s k  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  y o u  h a v e .  

Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  r e p o r t  o f  f i n d i n g s ,  b u t
i t ' s  s o m e t i m e s  e a s i e r  t o  s e e  t h e  i s s u e  a n d
h e a r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e
i n s p e c t o r .  

A f t e r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  i s  c o m p l e t e ,  d e c i d e  i f
t h e r e  a r e  a n y  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  y o u  w a n t  t o
n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  s e l l e r .  

B e  c a r e f u l  t o  n o t  b e  t o o  p i c k y ,  b u t  a l s o
n o t  l e t  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  g o  u n a d d r e s s e d .

05Inspection



FINAL Steps
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Y o u r  l e n d e r  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a n
a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  h o m e  b e f o r e
f i n a l i z i n g  t h e  l o a n .  

T h e  h o m e  a p p r a i s e r  w i l l  t a k e
i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  h o u s i n g
m a r k e t ,  a g e  a n d  c o n d i t i o n  o f
t h e  h o m e ,  e t c .  

A  p r o p e r t y  t i t l e  s e a r c h  w i l l
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s e l l e r s  a r e
t r u l y  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e
p r o p e r t y  a n d  a n y  l e i n s  o r
j u d g m e n t s  a r e  d i s c l o s e d .   

T h e  l o a n  i s  o n l y  f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  a f t e r  t h e  l e n d e r  a p p r o v e s
t h e  l o a n .  Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  l e t t e r  a f t e r  t h e y
r e v i e w  y o u r  i n c o m e ,  c r e d i t  r e p o r t  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  s t a t u s
o n c e  m o r e .  

H o m e  o w n e r s  i n s u r a n c e  i s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  m o r t a g e
c o m p a n y  w i l l  f i n a l i z e  t h e  l o a n .  

APPRAISAL

andLoan APPROVAL



CLOSING
and  Moving



your move
SCHEDULE

Y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  g e t  m o v e r s
s c h e d u l e d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .
M a k e  s u r e  t o  a v o i d  s c h e d u l i n g
t h e  m o v e  a n d  c l o s i n g  o n  t h e
s a m e  d a y  i f  p o s s i b l e .  I f  y o u  w i l l
b e  d o i n g  r e n o v a t i o n s ,  s t a r t
g e t t i n g  q u o t e s  f r o m
c o n t r a c t o r s .

M a k e  s u r e  y o u  s e t  u p  t h e
t r a n s f e r  o f  u t i l i t i e s  f o r  c l o s i n g
d a y .  
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C l o s i n g  i s  t h e  f i n a l  s t e p  f o r  y o u  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  l e g a l  o w n e r
o f  y o u r  h o m e .  Y o u  w i l l  t a k e  a  f i n a l  w a l k - t h r o u g h  j u s t
b e f o r e  c l o s i n g  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  n e g o t i a t e d  w o r k  h a s  b e e n
c o m p l e t e d  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  i n  w o r k i n g  o r d e r .  

T h e  c l o s i n g  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  r e q u i r e s  a  l o t  o f  p a p e r w o r k  a n d
p a t i e n c e .  B e  p r e p a r e d  w i t h  y o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  i s s u e d  p h o t o
I D ,  c a s h i e r ' s  c h e c k  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  b y
t h e  t i t l e  c o m p a n y  o r  l o a n  o f f i c e r .  

D o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  r e - k e y  a l l  t h e  l o c k s  a n d  c h a n g e  t h e  g a r a g e
d o o r  o p e n e r  c o d e  w h e n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  y o u r s .  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  y o u r  n e w  h o m e !
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Closing



Resources

LANDSCAPING & TERMITE ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING

Earth Creations Landscaping - 231-329-8690 Keglovitz Electric - 231-750-7431

Elite Ground Management - 231-531-1624 Andy's Plumbing - 231-780-8923

O'Malley's Pest Control - 231-722-4686

HOME INSPECTOR MOVING

Stone River Inspections - 231-730-2690 Two Men and a Truck - 231-544-7732

Brockstar Moving - 231-744-9561



ChecklistHOME TOURING

CURB APPEAL

DISLIKE LOVENEUTRAL

INTERIOR

DISLIKE LOVENEUTRAL

EXTERIOR

DISLIKE LOVENEUTRAL

PRICE

DISLIKE LOVENEUTRAL

LOCATION

DISLIKE LOVENEUTRAL

NEIGHBORHOOD

DISLIKE LOVENEUTRAL

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: ______________________________________________________

DATE VISITED: __________________________ PRICE: _______________________________

BEDROOMS: __________ BATHROOMS: __________ SQUARE FOOT: _______________

LOT SIZE: ______________________________ YEAR BUILT: _________________________

SCHOOL DISTRICT: ____________________________________________________________



Notes
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