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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Compilation of the NFL Network series NFL Top Tens from 2007-2017 highlighting the Baltimore Colts, Baltimore 
Ravens, and Cleveland Browns. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

NFL Top Tens debuted on NFL Network in 2007 as a feel-good stab at popular history created by the league.  
 
Countdown The NFL's Top Tens. The Greatest Players. Best Teams. And Most Unbelievable 
Moments. Breakdown Everything In The World Of Football. 

 
My original intent was to use the series to document the status of John Unitas and the Baltimore Colts at 
NFL Films. But the first run of NFL Top Tens also involved a tremendous amount of work, knowledge, and 
love for the game that should be recognized and celebrated. As such the series stands as a fitting tribute to 
Steve Sabol, who died in 2012. Unfortunately, this document may be the only compilation of the first decade 
of the series.  
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The essential background is that Robert Irsay relocated the Colts from Baltimore to Indianapolis in 1984. 
The NFL never did create episodes titled “Most Buffoonish Owners” or “Cities that Don’t Belong in the NFL,” 
but NFL Top Tens captured the staying power of the Baltimore Colts and the Cleveland Browns in NFL lore 
into the 21st century.  
 
I recorded NFL Network broadcasts of NFL Top Tens until my DVR crashed in 2017. I have made no attempt 
to track subsequent episodes or revisions available from the NFL’s various platforms. The NFL did not 
provide footnotes or bibliographies to the original Top Tens, and neither do I. Rather, I hope this document 
gives fans enough detail to jar the memory or search out more information on their phones and computers. 
 
Color Highlights and Key Teams 
John Unitas/Baltimore Colts  
Jim Brown/Cleveland Browns  
Ray Lewis/Baltimore Ravens  
Peyton Manning/Indianapolis Colts 
 
A few notes are in order. The first note involves Don Shula, the longtime coach of the Miami Dolphins. NFL 
Network routinely used clips of Shula coaching the Baltimore Colts before the went to Miami, including the 
infamous Super Bowl III loss to the New York Jets in January 1969. Shula appears in blue in such cases. The 
second note involves Joe Namath of the New York Jets. NFL Network often set clips of Shula against a 
triumphant Namath wagging his index finger as he exited the field after Super Bowl III. Namath is just as big a 
part of Baltimore Colts history as Alan Ameche, who barreled in for the winning touchdown in the 1958 NFL 
championship, or Jim O’Brien, who leapt into the air after his game-winning field goal against the Dallas 
Cowboys in Super Bowl V in 1971. I have thus colored Top Tens entries that feature the Namath “Finger” blue 
to capture the importance of agonizing defeats in the history of the Baltimore Colts and their fans. The third 
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note involves individuals who played for different teams. If an episode showcased Peyton Manning as a 
Denver Bronco, for example, then I did not color Manning green. The fourth note involves dates. NFL 
seasons have overlapped calendar years since the 1960s. The lists below report the roman numerals of 
Super Bowls and the calendar year that a playoff game took place rather than the year a particular season 
began.  
 
— John Linantud, University of Houston-Downtown, 2026 
 
II. THE NFL TOP TENS LISTS - CONTENTS 

 YEAR OF BROADCAST PAGES 
2007 4-23 
2008 24-43 
2009 44-57 
2010 58-72 
2011 73-87 
2012 88-98 
2013 99-108 
2014 109-113 
2015 114-118 
2016 119-132 
2017 133-141 
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2007 — DRAFT BUSTS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. University of Houston 
Quarterbacks 
9. Heath Shuler 1994 
8. Lawrence Philips 1996 
7. Art Schlichter 1982 
6. Aundray Bruce 1988 
5. Tim Couch 1999 
4. Rick Mirer 1993 
3. Brian Bosworth 1987 
2. Tony Mandarich 1989 
1. Ryan Leaf 1998 

o Penn State Running Backs 
o Archie Griffin 1976 
o Steve Spurrier 1967 
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2007 — DRAFT CLASSES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. 1995 Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 
9. 1985 Buffalo Bills 
8. 1965 Chicago Bears 
7. 1981 Washington Redskins 
6. 1996 Baltimore Ravens  
5. 1986 San Francisco 49ers 
4. 1958 Green Bay Packers  
3. 1983 Chicago Bears 
2. 1991-92 Dallas Cowboys 
1. 1974 Pittsburgh Steelers 
 

o 1981 San Francisco 49ers 
o 2004 San Diego Chargers 
o 2006 New Orleans Saints 
o 1975 Dallas Cowboys 
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2007 — DRAFT STEALS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Roger Staubach 1964 
9. Larry Wilson 1960 
8. Ray Guy 1973 
7. Shannon Sharpe 1990 
6. Bo Jackson 1987 
5. Dan Marino 1983 
4. Deacon Jones 1961 
3. Terrell Davis 1995 
2. Joe Montana 1979 
1. Tom Brady 2000 
 

o Raymond Berry 1954 
o Jackie Smith 1963 
o Wilbert Montgomery 1977 
o Zach Thomas 1996 
o Rudy Johnson 1964 
o Billy White Shoes Johnson 1984 
o Rodney Harrison 1994 
o Joe Klecko 1977 
o Dick Anderson/Jake Scott 1970 
o Matt Hasselbeck 1998 
o Brad Johnson 1992 
o Bart Starr 1956 
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2007 — DRAFT TRADES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the 
original broadcast) 

10. Eli Manning for Philip Rivers 2004  
9. Jerome Bettis to Pittsburgh Steelers 1996 
8. Paul Warfield to Miami Dolphins 1970  
7. Jeff George to Indianapolis Colts 1990 
6. Michael Vick for LaDainian Tomlinson 2001 
5. Tony Dorsett to Dallas Cowboys 1977 
4. Ricky Williams to New Orleans Saints 1999 
3. Steve Young to San Francisco 49ers 1987 
2. Marshall Faulk to St. Louis Rams 1999 
1. Jerry Rice to San Francisco 49ers 1985 
 

none 
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2007 — ELUSIVE RUNNERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Willie Galimore 
9. Dickie Post  
8. Joe Washington  
7. Randall Cunningham 
6. Red Grange 
5. Bobby Mitchell 
4. Hugh McElhenny  
3. Marshall Faulk   
2. Gale Sayers 
1. Barry Sanders  
 

o Paul Lowe 
o Paul Robinson 
o Mike Garrett 
o Donovan McNabb 
o Fran Tarkenton 
o Vince Young 
o Steve Young 
o Brian Westbrook 
o LaDainian Tomlinson 
o Devin Hester 
o Reggie Bush 
o Lenny Moore   
o Mercury Morris 
o Walter Payton 
o Emmitt Smith 
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2007 — FEUDS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Joey Porter vs. Cincinnati Bengals 
9. Conrad Dobler vs. Bill Bergey 
8. Paul Brown vs. Cleveland Browns  
7. Joe Montana vs. Steve Young 
6. Terrell Owen vs. Donovan McNabb 
5. Jerry Glanville vs. AFC Central Division 
4. George Allen vs. Dallas Cowboys 
3. Buddy Ryan vs. Mike Ditka 
2. NFL vs. AFL (featuring 1958 
championship game & Namath Finger) 
1. Raiders vs. The World 
 

o Bednarik vs. Noll 
o Longley vs. Staubach 
o McMahon vs. Ditka 
o Noll vs. Bradshaw 
o Switzer vs. Aikman 
o Manning vs. Vanderjagt 
o Jim Mora/Bill Parcells/Dennis 

Green vs. media 
o Dan Reeves vs. Mike Shanahan 
o Jimmy Johnson vs. Jerry Jones 
o Buddy Ryan vs. Jimmy Johnson 
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2007 — FOUL-UPS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Dave Hampton Loses 1,000 Yard Season 
1972 
9. Thurman Thomas Loses Helmet Super Bowl 
XXVI 1992 
8. Phil Luckett Botched Coin Toss 1998 
7. Garo Yepremian Super Bowl VII 1973 
6. Gary Anderson Misses Field Goal 1998 
5. Rocket Screen Pick-Six Super Bowl  XVIII 
1984 
4. The Blunder Bowl Super Bowl V  
3. Leon Lett Thanksgiving 1993 & Super Bowl 
XXVII 1993 
2. Miracle @ The Meadowlands 1978 
1. Jim Marshall Wrong Way Safety 1964 
 

o Earl Morrall Super Bowl III 
1969 

o Delaney Rudd 2002 
o Gus Frerotte 1997  
o Marty Mornhinweg 1992 
o AFL title game Dallas Texans 

@ Houston Oilers 1962 
o Bob Griese Takes 29-Yard 

Sack Super Bowl VI 1972 
o Plaxico Burress 2008 
o Mathias Kiwanuka 2006 

 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 11 

 

 
 

2007 — LINEBACKING CORPS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. 2000 Baltimore Ravens 
9. Orange Crush Denver Broncos 1970s 
8. Early 1980s Oakland/Los Angels 
Raiders 
7. Pittsburgh Steelers Mid-1990s 
6. Vince Lombardi Era Green Packers  
5. 1985 Chicago Bears 
4. Hank Stram-Era Kansas City Chiefs  
3. Bill Parcells-Era New York Giants  
2. Pittsburgh Steelers 1970s 
1. Jim Mora-Era New Orleans Saints 
 

o Super Bowl Losers: Buffalo Bills, 
Chicago Bears, New England Patriots  

o Blitzers: Kansas City Chiefs 1990, 
Carolina Panthers 2006, Pittsburgh 
Steelers 2005 

o Dick Butkus-Era Chicago Bears 
o Chuck Bednarik-Era Philadelphia Eagles 
o Joe Schmidt-Era Detroit Lions 
o 1972 Miami Dolphins 
o 1970s Dallas Cowboys 
o 2000s New England Patriots 
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2007 — MOBILE QUARTERBACKS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Donovan McNabb  
9. Doug Flutie  
8. Jim Zorn  
7. Roger Staubach  
6. Bobby Douglass 
5. Mike Vick  
4. Randall Cunningham 
3. Steve Young  
1. Fran Tarkenton 

o Tobin Rote 
o Otto Graham 
o Steve McNair  
o Vince Young  
o Tim Tebow 
o Steve Grogan 
o Brett Favre 
o Kordell Stewart 
o Archie Manning 
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2007 — MOST VERSATILE 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Tom Matte  
9. George Blanda  
8. Brian Mitchell  
7. Mike Vrabel  
6. Kordell Stewart  
5. Troy Brown  
4. Chuck Bednarik (featuring 
hit on Frank Gifford)  
3. Prime Time Deion Sanders 
2. Paul Hornung  
1. Sammy Baugh 

o Lou Groza 
o Tom Tupa 
o Danny White 
o Randall Cunningham 
o Gino Cappelletti 
o Adalius Thomas 
o Joe and Ryan Klecko 
o The Fridge (William Perry) 
o Roy Green 
o Champ Bailey 
o Randy Moss 
o Mike Furrey 
o Walter Payton 
o LaDainian Tomlinson 
o Marcus Allen 
o Marshall Faulk 
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2007 — ONE SHOT WONDERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Mike Jones  
9. Jim O'Brien   
8. Rob Johnson  
7. Icky Woods  
6. Percy Howard  
5. Tommy Maddox  
4. Clint Longley  
3. Larry Brown  
2. Timmy Smith  
1. Greg Cook 

o David Sims  
o Don Woods  
o Barry Foster  
o Olandis Gary  
o Jack Squirek 
o Dexter Jackson 
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2007 — OPENING DAYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Dallas Cowboys Win 17 Straight 1965-81 
9. Anquan Boldin Debut 2003 
8. Cleveland Browns Upset Philadelphia 
Eagles 1950 (featuring Namath Finger)  
7. Eddie George vs. Oakland Raiders 1997   
6. OJ Simpson 250 Yards Vs. New England 
Patriots 1973  
5. Troy Aikman 5 TDs vs. Washington 
Redskins  1999 
4. Jerry Rice Breaks All-Time Td Record 1994 
3. Dan Marino vs. Drew Bledsoe 1994 
2. Raiders Steelers Feud Especially 1976  
1. Garrison Hearst 1998 vs. Jets (featuring 
Namath Finger) 

o Miami Dolphins (1966) and 
New Orleans Saints (1967) 
Return First Ever Kickoffs for 
Touchdown 

o Houston Texans Beat Dallas 
Cowboys 2002 

o Alan Ameche 1956   
o Vince Lombardi First Game As 

Packers Coach 1959 
o Steve Mariucci First Game 

1997 
o Saints Eleven NO Punt Fubar 

(Gleason 2006) 
o Buffalo Bills @ Miami 

Dolphins 1989 
o Kurt Warner vs. Denver 

Broncos 2000 
o Norm Van Brocklin 1951 
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2007 — PASS RUSHERS  
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Derrick Thomas  
9. Doug Atkins (Bill Curry, Alex 
Hawkins)  
8. Mark Gastineau 
7. Michael Strahan 
6. Kevin Greene  
5. Gino Marchetti  
4. Bruce Smith  
3. Lawrene Taylor 
2. Reggie White  
1. Deacon Jones (Bill Curry) 

o John Randle 
o Ed  Too Tall  Jones 
o Dwight Freeney   
o Fred Dean   
o Greg Lloyd   
o Pat Swilling   
o Andre Tippett   
o Cornelius Bennett   
o Otis Wilson 
o Shawne Merriman   
o Bobby Bell   
o Richie Jackson   
o Coy Bacon   
o Gerry Philbin 
o Norm Willie (Eagles) 
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2007 — PASSING COMBINATIONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Jim Zorn to Steve Largent (Seattle Seahawks) 
9. John Hadl to Lance Alworth (San Diego Chargers) 
8. Ken Stabler to Fred Biletnikoff (Oakland Raiders) 
7. Artie Herber to Don Hutson (Green Bay Packers) 
6. Troy Aikman to Michael Irvin (Dallas Cowboys) 
5. Jim Kelly to Andre Reed (Buffalo Bills) 
4. John Unitas to Raymond Berry (Baltimore Colts)    
3. Joe Montana to Jerry Rice (San Francisco 49ers) 
2. Steve Young to Jerry Rice (San Francisco 49ers) 
1. Peyton Manning to Marvin Harrison (Indianapolis 
Colts)   

o Joe Namath to Don Maynard 
(New York Jets) 

o Len Dawson to Otis Taylor 
(Kansas City Chiefs) 

o Daryle Lamonica to Warren 
Wells (Oakland Raiders) 

o Tom Brady to Randy Moss  (New 
England Patriots) 

o Brett Favre to Brett Favre   
o Dan Marino to Dan Marino   
o Brad Johnson to Brad Johnson 
o Dan Marino to Marks Brothers 

(Clayton and Duper) Miami 
Dolphins) 
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2007 — POWER BACKS  
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Mike Alstott 
9. Christian Okoye  
8. Bronko Nagurski 
7. Marion Motley 
6. Jerome Bettis 
5. Jim Taylor 
4. Larry Csonka 
3. Earl Campbell 
2. John Riggins 
1. Jim Brown 

o Alan Ameche    
o Craig Ironhead Heyward   
o Walter Payton The Younger 
o John Henry Johnson   
o Heisman Winners (featuring Ameche 

'58 )  
o Bo Jackson  
o Ricky Williams   
o Natrone Means   
o Pete Johnson 
o Jamal Anderson 
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2007 — RECORDS THAT WON'T BE BROKEN 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. DT's (Derrick Thomas) 7 Sacks in One 
Game  
9. Otto Graham 10 Straight Championship 
Games  
8. 1972 Miami Dolphins Perfect Season  
7. Tom Landry Coaches Same Team for 29 
Seasons 
6. San Francisco 49ers 18 Game Road 
Winning Streak  
5. Don Hutson Leads League In TDs 8 Times  
4. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 26 Consecutive 
Losses  
3. Brett Favre Streak of Consecutive Starts    
2. Johnny U's 47 Game Touchdown Streak    
1. Don Shula’s Record For Winning Games 

o Donovan McNabb 24 Straight Completions Over 2 
Games 

o Emmitt Smith 11 Straight One Thousand Yard 
Seasons 

o New England Patriots 21 Game Win Streak 
o Erick Dickerson 2105 Rushing Yards 1984   
o Peyton Manning 49 Touchdown Passes 2004 
o Marvin Harrison 143 Receptions 2002 
o Fred Dryer 2 Safeties In One Game 
o Len Dawson Fumbles 7 Times in One Game 
o Norm Van Brocklin 554 Yard Game 1951 
o Morten Anderson Career Scoring Leader    
o Emmitt Smith All Time Rushing King    
o LaDainian Tomlinson 31 Touchdowns in 2006 
o Jamal Lewis 295 in One Game in 2003 
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2007 — SINGLE SEASON PERFORMANCES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Mark Moseley 1982 
9. Gritz Blitz Falcons 1977 
8. Devin Hester 2006 
7. Roger Craig 1985 
6. Gale Sayers 1965 
5. Marvin Harrison 2002 
4. Dick Lane 1952 
3. Don Hutson 1942 
2. Eric Dickerson 1984 
1. Tom Brady 2007 

o Michael Strahan 2001 
o Chicago Bears Defense 1985  
o Baltimore Ravens Defense 2000   
o Marshall Faulk 1999   
o Randy Moss 1998   
o Charley Hennigan 1964   
o Jerry Rice 1987   
o Bettie Feathers 1934  
o 2,000 yard rushing seasons ( 

featuring OJ Simpson, Barry Sanders, 
Terrell Davis, Jamal Lewis) 

o Drew  Brees 2011 
o Peyton Manning 2004 
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2007 — TEAM NICKNAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Monsters of the Midway (Chicago Bears 
1940s) 
9. Over The Hill Gang (Washington Redskins 
1970s) 
8. No Name Defense (Miami Dolphins 1970s) 
7. Air Coryell (San Diego Chargers 1970s-
1980s) 
6. Greatest Show On Turf (St. Louis Rams 
1999-2001)   
5. Purple People Eaters (Minnesota Vikings 
1960s-1970s) 
4. Fearsome Foursome (Los Angeles Rams 
1960s) 
3. Hogs (Washington Redskins 1980s)  
2. Steel Curtain (Pittsburgh Steelers 1970s)  
1. America's Team (Dallas Cowboys 1978 
Highlight Film) 

o Iron Mike Ditka 
o Billy White Shoes Johnson 
o Bronislau "Bronko" Nagurski  
o Bullet Bill Dudley   
o The Smurfs (Washington Redskins 1980s) 
o Thomas Hollywood Henderson 
o Deacon Jones 
o Jerome The Bus Bettis 
o Ed Too Tall Jones  
o Ken Candlelight Anderson 
o Byron Whizzer White 
o Paul Golden Boy Hornung 
o Doodie Bird Taylor  
o Killer Bees (Miami Dolphins 1980s) 
o Orange Crush (Denver Broncos 1970s) 
o Million Dollar Backfield  (San Francisco 49ers 1950s) 
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2007 — WEATHER GAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the 
original broadcast) 

10. Red Right 88 Oakland Raiders @ Cleveland Browns 
1981 
9. Monsoon Game Kansas City Chiefs @ Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 1979  
8. Sneakers Game Chicago Bears @ New York Gants 1934  
7. Snowplow Game Miami Dolphins @ New England Patriots 
1982  
6. Philly Blizzard Chicago Cardinals @ Philadelphia Eagles 
1948 
5. Oakland Raiders @ Pittsburgh Steelers 1976 
4. Freezer Bowl San Diego Chargers @ Cincinnati Bengals 
1982 
3. Fog Bowl Philadelphia Eagles @ Chicago Bears 1988 
2. Tuck Rule Oakland Raiders @ New England Patriots 2002 
1. Ice Bowl Dallas Cowboys @ Green Bay Packers 1967 

o Minnesota Vikings @ Los 
Angeles Rams 1977   

o Carolina Panthers @ 
Green Bay Packers 1997   

o Indianapolis Colts vs. 
Chicago Bears Super 
Bowl XLI   

o Green Bay Packers @ 
New York Giants 1962 

o Baltimore Colts @ New 
York Giants 1958  
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2007 — WORST TEAMS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. 1990 New England Patriots    
9. 1968 Philadelphia Eagles 
(featuring Santa Claus)   
8. 1989 Dallas Cowboys   
7. 1996 New York Jets   
6. 1980 New Orleans Saints    
5. 1960 Expansion Dallas 
Cowboys    
4. 1990s Cincinnati Bengals   
3. 1972/1973 Houston Oilers   
2. 1976 Expansion Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers    
1. 2008 Detroit Lions 

o 2003 Detroit Lions   
o 1981 Baltimore Colts   
o 1991 Indianapolis Colts 
o 1969 Pittsburgh Steelers   
o 2001 Carolina Panthers   
o 2000 San Diego Chargers   
o 1966 New York Giants   
o 1976 New York Jets   
o 1942 Detroit Lions   
o 2007 Miami Dolphins   
o World War Two Era Chicago 

Cardinals   
o Early 1960s Washington Redskins   
o 1952 Dallas Texans (featuring Art 

Donovan) 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 24 

 

 
 

2008 — BIGGEST UPSETS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Super Bowl IV 1970 Kansas City Chiefs vs. 
Minnesota Vikings 
 9. Minnesota Vikings @ San Francisco 49ers 
January 1988 
8.  Super Bowl XXV 1991 New York Giants vs. 
Buffalo Bills  
7. Washington Redskins Scabs vs. Dallas 
Cowboys 1987 
6. Jacksonville Jaguars @ Denver Broncos 
January 1997 
5. Super Bowl XXXII 1998 Denver Broncos vs. 
Green Bay Packers  
4. Cleveland Browns @ Philadelphia Eagles 
1950 
3. Super Bowl XXXVI 2002 New England 
Patriots vs. St. Louis Rams 
2. Super Bowl XLII 2008 New York Giants vs. 
New England Patriots    
1. Super Bowl III 1969 New York Jets vs. 
Baltimore Colts  

o Chicago Bears @ Washington Redskins 1940 
o Seattle Seahawks @ Miami Dolphins 1983 
o Arizona Cardinals @ Dallas Cowboys January 1999 
o Tampa Bay Buccaneers @ Philadelphia Eagles January 

2003 
o Houston Oilers @ San Diego Chargers 1979 
o Sneaker Bowl 1934 New York Giants vs. Chicago Bears 
o Baltimore Colts @ Cleveland Browns 1964 
o Super Bowl VII 1973 Miami Dolphins vs. Washington 

Redskins 
o Perfect Seasons: New England Patriots @ Miami 

Dolphins 2004, Chicago Bears @ Miami Dolphins 1985, 
Washington Redskins @ Chicago Bears 1942 
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2008 — CHARACTERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Ocho Cinco (Chad Johnson) 
9. Conrad Dobler  
8. Bum Phillips  
7. John Randle  
6. T.O. (Terrell Owens) 
5. Jerry Glanville   
4. Deion Sanders 
3. Riggo (John Riggins) 
2. Brett Favre  
1. The Fridge (William Perry) 

o Ray Lewis   
o Dick Butkus   
o The Raiders   
o Fred Dwyer   
o Tim Rossovich  
o Brian Bosworth   
o Steve Smith 
o Michael Irvin   
o Tommy MacDonald (Eagle)   
o Clinton Portis  
o Bobby Layne   
o Jim McMahon 
o Joe Namath 
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2008 — CLUTCH QUARTERBACKS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Dan Marino  
9.  Steve Young  
8.  Bart Starr  
7. Otto Graham 
6. Kenny Stabler (The Snake) 
5. Johnny Unitas   
4. Roger Staubach  
3. Tom Brady  
2. John Elway  
1. Joe Montana 

o Peyton and Eli Manning Brothers 
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2008 — COACHES WHO BELONGED IN COLLEGE 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. John McKay  
9. Pete Carroll  
8. Dick McPherson  
7. Nick Saban (Nicktator. 
Castro Clip)  
6. Dennis Erickson  
5. Bill Peterson  
4. Bud Wilkinson  
3. Steve Spurrier  
2. Lou Holtz  
1. Bobby Petrino  

o College Failures  
o Jerry Glanville   
o Dennis Green   
o Bill Callahan 
o Barry Switzer  
o Forgotten: Paul Brown and Don 

Coryell 
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2008 — COMEBACKS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Montana's Finest Hour (San Francisco 49ers 
@ Philadelphia Eagles 1989) 
9. Wright Stuff (Seattle Seahawks @ Baltimore 
Ravens 2003)    
 8. San Francisco 49ers @ New Orleans Saints 
1980  
7. Dallas Cowboys @ San Francisco 49ers 1972  
6. Chicago Bears @ Arizona Cardinals 2006  
5. Monday Night Miracle Miami Dolphins @ New 
York Jets 2000  
3.  Indianapolis Colts @ Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
2003 
2. Detroit Lions @ San Francisco 49ers 1957  
1. Houston Oilers @ Buffalo Bills January 1993 

o Dallas Cowboys @ Buffalo Bills 2007  
o St. Louis Rams @ Seattle Seahawks 

2004  
o Denver Broncos @ Cleveland 

Browns January 1988   
o Immaculate Reception Oakland 

Raiders @ Pittsburgh Steelers 1972 
o Cleveland Browns @ Pittsburgh 

Steelers January 2003  
o Minnesota Vikings @ New York Giants  

1997 
o New England Patriots @ Indianapolis 

Colts 2007 
o Dallas Cowboys @ Atlanta Falcons 

January 1981 
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2008 — CONTROVERSIAL CALLS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Holy Roller (Oakland Raiders @ San 
Diego Chargers 1978) 
9. Bottle Gate (Jacksonville Jaguars @ 
Cleveland Browns 2001) 
8. Super Bowl XL 2006 (Pittsburgh Steelers 
vs. Seattle Seahawks) 
7. New England Patriots @ Oakland Raiders 
1976   
6. New York Giants @ San Francisco 49ers 
January 2003  
5. Tampa Bay Buccaneers @ St. Louis Rams 
January 2000 NFC Title Game (featuring Bert 
Emanuel)  
4. Mike Renfro (Houston Oilers @ Pittsburgh 
Steelers January 1980) 
3. Music City Miracle (Buffalo Bills @ 
Tennessee Titans January 2000) 
2. Tuck Rule (Oakland Raiders @ New 
England Patriots January 2002) 
1. Immaculate Reception (Oakland Raiders 
@ Pittsburgh Steelers 1972) 

o Instant Replay Debut 1986  
o Phil Luckett Pittsburgh Steelers @ Detroit Lions 1998 
o Baltimore Colts @ Green Bay Packers 1965  
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2008 — CORNERBACK TANDEMS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Dennis Thurman & Emerson Walls (Dallas 
Cowboys) 
9. Albert Lewis & Kevin Ross (Kansas City 
Chiefs) 
8. Willie Brown & Skip Thomas (Oakland 
Raiders) 
7. Deion Sanders & Anyone  
6. J.T. Thomas & Mel Blount (Pittsburgh 
Steelers) 
5. Dick LeBeau & Dick "Night Train" Lane, Yale 
Lary, and Lem Barney (Detroit Lions) 
4. Herb Adderly & Bob Jeter (Green Bay 
Packers) 
3. Ronnie Lott & Eric Wright (San Francisco 
49ers) 
2. Hanford Dixon & Frank Minnifield 
(Cleveland Browns) 
1. Lester Hayes & Mike Haynes (Los Angeles 
Raiders) 

o Sam Madison &  Patrick Surtain  (Miami Dolphins) 
o Troy Vincent & Bobby Taylor  (Philadelphia Eagles) 
o Lone Rangers: Roger Wehrli, D. Green, Rod Woodson   
o Ken Riley & Lamar Parrish  (Cincinnati Bengals) 
o Don Griffith & Tim McKyer  (San Francisco 49ers) 
o LeRoy Irvin & Gary Greene/Jerry Gray (Los Angeles 

Rams) 
o Jimmy Johnson & Bruce Taylor (San Francisco 49ers) 
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2008 — FOOTBALL FACTORIES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Tennessee (featuring Peyton 
Manning )  
9. The Entire Mid-America Conference 
(Bs That A Conference Makes It On This 
List) 
8. Syracuse (featuring John Mackey) 
7. Penn State (featuring Lenny Moore) 
6. Alabama (featuring Namath Finger) 
5. Michigan 
4. Ohio State 
3. Notre Dame 
2. University of Miami Florida 
1. University of Southern California   

o University of Texas 
o Oklahoma 
o UCLA   
o Florida State   
o Florida  
o Illinois 
o Black Colleges (Grambling,  

Jackson State,  Mississippi 
Valley State) 
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2008 — FOOTBALL FAMILIES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10: Buddy, Rex, & Rob Ryan   
9. Jim & Jim Mora Jr. 
8: Dub and Bert Jones   
7. Keyshawn and Chad Johnson 
(sic) 
6. Rooney Family of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers  
5. Matthews (Clay, Clay Jr., 
Clay III, Casey, Kevin, Bruce, & 
Jake) 
4: Sterling & Shannon Sharpe   
3. Don, Matt, & Tim Hasselbeck  
2. Tiki & Ronde Barber  
1. Archie, Peyton & Eli Manning  

o Tony & Anthony Dorsett Jr.   
o Kellen & Kellen Winslow Jr. 
o Bum & Wade Phillips   
o Don and David Shula 
o Howie & Chris Long   
o Jack & Jeff Kemp   
o Bob & Brian Griese   
o Phil & Chris Simms   
o Martin & Bill Grammatica, Steve & 

Brian Grammatica  
o Walter & Jared Payton   
o Isaac & Tory Holt 
o Rocket & Quadry Ismail 
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2008 — GUTSIEST PERFORMANCES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Donovan McNabb Broken Ankle 2005  
9. Dan Pastorini Cracked Ribs 1977 
8. Philip Rivers Torn MCL January 2008 
7. Terrell Davis Migraine Super Bowl XXXII 
1998 
6. Gale Sayers Comeback 1969 
5. Brett Favre's Dad Passes Away 2003 
4. Emmitt Smith Separated Shoulder January 
1994 
3. Ronnie Lott Finger 1985 
2. Kellen Winslow Exhaustion January 1982 
1. Jack Youngblood Broken Fibula January 
1980 

o Larry Wilson 1965 
o Steve DeBerg  
o T.O.  Super Bowl XXXIX 

2005 
o Jerry Rice   
o Tim Krumrie   
o Pat McNally  
o Rod Woodson 
o Coach Dan Reeves 
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2008 — HOME FIELD ADVANTAGES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Minnesota Metropolitan Stadium   
9. Seattle QWEST Field  
8. Miami Orange Bowl 27 Straight 
Wins  
7. Pittsburgh Three Rivers Stadium  
6. Philadelphia Veterans Stadium  
5. Kansas City Arrowhead Stadium 
Home of the Chiefs   
4. Oakland Alameda County 
Coliseum  Black Hole  
3. Baltimore Memorial Stadium 
2. Denver Mile High Stadium 
1. Green Bay Lambeau Field     

o Old School: Polo Grounds, 
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park, 
Wrigley Field 

o Dome Teams: St Louis  
o RCA Dome Indy (featuring 

Mike Tanier of 
Footballoutsiders on fake 
crowd noise) 

o Cookie Cutters: RFK, 
Riverfront,  Jack Murphy 

o Gimmicks (Pumped In Crowd 
Noise,  Wind Tunnels)   
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2008 — MOST FEARED TACKLERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. John Lynch  
9. Steve Atwater  
8. Jack Lambert  
7. Ray Lewis   
6. Jack Tatum  
5. Hardy Brown  
4. Ronnie Lott  
3. Lawrence Taylor 
2. Night Train Lane  
1. Dick Butkus 

o Mike Curtis  
o Linebackers: Mike Singletary, Ray 

Nitschke, Junior Seau, Derrick  
Brooks 

o Worst: Adam Vinatieri, Garo 
Yepremian, Martin Grammatica 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 36 

 

 
 

2008 — MOTIVATIONAL COACHES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Bum Phillips 
9. Sam Wyche  
8. Hank Stram  
7. Bill Parcells 
6. Bill Cowher  
5. George Allen 
4. Marty Schottenheimer 
 3. Jon Gruden  
2. Dick Vermeil  
1. Vince Lombardi 

o Brian Billick  
o Jim Mora    
o Herm Edwards   
o Jerry Glanville   
o Sam Rutigliano   
o Marv Levy   
o Mike Ditka 
o Don Shula  
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2008 — PLAYERS NOT IN THE HALL OF FAME 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Ken Anderson (Didinger 
Makes Frank Ryan. Unitas 
Reference ) 
9. Steve Tasker  
8. Alex Karras  
7. Ricky Waters  
6. Ken Stabler  
5. Andre Reed  
4. Jim Marshall  
3. Jerome Bettis  
2. Chris Carter  
1. Jerry Krame) 

o Ray Guy 
o Drew Pearson  
o Cliff Branch 
o Otis Taylor 
o Roger Craig   
o Tommy Nobis   
o Randy Gradishar 
o Kevin Greene 
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2008 — QUARTERBACK CONTROVERSIES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Drew Bledsoe vs. Tom Brady  
9. Terry Bradshaw vs. Joe 
Gilliam  
8. Troy Aikman vs. Steve Walsh  
7. Jay Schroeder vs. Doug 
Williams  
6. Doug Flutie vs. Rob Johnson  
5. Phil Simms vs. Jeff Hostetler  
4. Drew Brees vs. Phillip Rivers  
3. Norm Van Brocklin vs. Bob 
Waterfield 1949  
2. Craig Morton vs. Roger 
Staubach  
1. Joe Montana vs. Steve Young 

o Tony Banks vs. Trent Dilfer  
o Oakland Raiders: Daryle Lamonica 

vs. Ken Stabler & Marc Wilson vs. Jim 
Plunkett   

o First Rounders.  
o Byron Leftwich vs. Davd Garrard   
o Earl Morrall vs. Bob Griese   
o Billy Kilmer vs. Sonny Jurgensen  
o Ron Jaworski vs. Randall 

Cunningham 
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2008 — RECEIVING CORPS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. 2000s Indianapolis Colts   
9. Late 1990s Minnesota 
Vikings  
8. Posse (Washington 
Redskins) 
7. Marks Brothers (Clayton and 
Duper) 
6. 1970s Oakland Raiders  
5. 1960s Washington Redskins   
4. 1980s San Francisco 49ers  
3. 1950s Los Angeles Rams  
2. Greatest Show On Turf  
1. Air Coryell  

o 1960s Baltimore Colts  
o Buffalo Bills K-Gun   
o 2008 Arizona Cardinals   
o 2007 Pats   
o 1970s Steelers   
o Three Amigos Denver Broncos   
o Smurfs   
o Fun Bunch  
o 1960s Houston Oilers 
o 1960s Philadelphia Eagles 
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2008 — SUPERBOWL PERFORMANCES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original 
broadcast) 

10. Jerry Rice Super Bowl XXIII  1989 
9. Joe Namath Super Bowl III 1969  
8. Phil Simms Super Bowl XXI 1987 
7. Timmy Smith Super Bowl XXII 1988 
6. John Riggins Super Bowl XVII 1983   
5. Lynn Swann Super Bowl X 1976 
4. Adam Vinatieri Super Bowl XXXVI 
(2002) & Super Bowl XXXVIII (2004) 
3. Steve Young Super Bowl XXIX 1995 
2. Marcus Allen Super Bowl XVIII 
1984 
1. Doug Williams Super Bowl XXII 
1988 

o Kurt Warner Super Bowl XLIII  
o Terry Bradshaw Super Bowl XIII   
o Joe Montana Super Bowl XXIV  1990 
o Larry Brown Super Bowl XXX  1996 
o Mike Jones Super Bowl XXXIV  2000 
o David Tyree Super Bowl XLII 2008 
o Reggie White Super Bowl XXXI 1997 
o Michael Strahan Super Bowl XLII 2008 
o Jerome Bettis Super Bowl XL 2006 
o John Elway Super Bowl XXXIII 1999 
o Larry Csonka Super Bowl VII 1973 
o Terrell Davis Super Bowl XXXII 1998 
o Emmitt Smith Super Bowl XXVIII 1994 
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2008 — THINGS THAT CHANGED THE GAME 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Pete Gogolak  
9. West Coast Offense  
8. NFL Films   
7. 1978 Rules Changes (Blount 
Rule + Holding)  
6. Astro Turf  
5. Instant Reply   
4. Paul Brown  
3. Free Agency  
2. Television   
1. AFL-NFL War (featuring 
Namath Finger) 

o Lawrence Taylor 
o Fantasy Football 
o Red Grange   
o Pete Rozelle  
o Hashmarks 
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2008 — TIGHT ENDS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

 (in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Antonio Gates  
9. Mark Bavaro  
8. Tony Gonzalez  
7. Dave Caspar  
6. Jackie Smith  
5. Ozzie Newsome   
4. Shannon Sharpe  
3. Iron Mike Ditka  
2. Kellen Winslow  
1. John Mackey 

o Johnny Mitchell  
o Derek Brown  
o Kyle Brady  
o Jeremy Shockey   
o Kevin Bass  
o Ray Chester  
o Todd Christensen   
o Brent Jones 
o Jay Novacek   
o Ben Coates  
o Charley Sanders 
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2008 — TURNAROUNDS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10.1979 Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers  
9. 1997 New York Jets  
8. 1975 Baltimore Colts  
7. 2006 New Orleans Saints 
6. 1970 Miami Dolphins  
5. 2008 Miami Dolphins  
4. 1981 San Francisco 49ers  
3. 2001 New England Patriots  
2. 1999 Indianapolis Colts  
1. 1999 St. Louis Rams 

o 1983 Los Angeles Rams 
o 1992 San Diego Chargers 
o 2004 San Diego Chargers 
o 1998 Green Bay Packers 
o 1998 Atlanta Falcons 
o 2000 New Orleans Saints 
o 1980 Detroit Lions 
o 1987 Indianapolis Colts 
o 1983 Denver Broncos 
o 1989 Dallas Cowboys 
o 2004 Chicago Bears   
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2009 — BACKFIELD TANDEMS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST 

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Earnest Byner & Kevin Mack (Cleveland 
Browns) 
9. Emerson Boozer & Matt Snell (New York 
Jets) 
8. Roger Craig & Tom Rathman (San 
Francisco 49ers) 
7. Larry Csonka & Mercury Morris (Miami 
Dolphins) 
6. Keith Lincoln & Paul Lowe (San Diego 
Chargers) 
5.  Alan Ameche & Lenny Moore  (Baltimore 
Colts) 
4.  Franco Harris & Rocky Bleier (Pittsburgh 
Steelers) 
3. Million Dollar Backfield. Y.A. Tittle, Hugh 
McElhenney. Joe Perry, John Henry Johnson 
(San Francisco 49ers) 
2. Jim Brown & Bobby Mitchell (Cleveland 
Browns) 
1. Jim Taylor & Paul Hornung (Green Bay 
Packers) 

o Marion Motley & Edgar Jones (Cleveland Browns) 
o Herschel Walker & Tony Dorsett (Dallas Cowboys) 
o Bo Jackson and Marcus Allen (Los Angeles Raiders) 
o Jim Brown & Anyone (Cleveland Browns) 
o Warrick Dunn & Mike Alstott (Tampa Bay Buccaneers) 
o Fred Taylor & Maurice Jones-Drew (Jacksonville 

Jaguars) 
o Ricky Williams & Ronnie Brown (Miami Dolphins)  
o Nicknames. Double Trouble  DeAngelo Williams & 

Jonathan Stewart (Carolina Panthers)  
o LenDale White & Chris Johnson (Tennessee Titans) 
o Brandon Jacobs & Derrick Ward (New York Giants) 
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2009 — COACHES WHO NEVER WON A CHAMPIONSHIP 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST  

(in the order of the original broadcast) 
10. Jim Mora   
9. Jeff Fisher  
8. Don Coryell  
7. Andy Reid  
6. Chuck Knox  
5. Dan Reeves  
4. Marty Schottenheimer   
3. George Allen  
2. Marv Levy  
1. Bud Grant 

none 
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2009 — DALLAS COWBOYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Drew Pearson  
9. Dandy Don Meredith 
8. The Manster (Randy White) 
7. Tony Dorsett  
6. Troy Aikman  
5. Emmitt Smith 
4. Bob Lilly  
3. Michael Irvin  
2. Roger Staubach  
1. Tom Landry 

o Danny White  
o Harvey Martin  
o Too Tall Jones 
o Daryl Moose Johnston  
o Jay Novacek  
o Larry Allen  
o Dan Reeves  
o Bob Hayes  
o Mel Renfro 
o Deion Sanders 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 47 

 

 
 

2009 — DEFENSES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Purple People Eaters 
(Minnesota Vikings) 
9. Doomsday Defense (Dallas 
Cowboys) 
8. 2002 Tampa Bay Buccaneers  
7. 2000 Baltimore Ravens  
6. Madison Avenue New York 
Giants  
5. Gritz Blitz (1977 Atlanta Falcons)  
4. Redwood Forest (1969 Kansas 
City Chiefs) 
3. Vince Lombardi Era Green Bay 
Packers  
2. 1985 Chicago Bears  
1. Steel Curtain (1970s Pittsburgh 
Steelers) 

o 1980s San Francisco 49ers  
o Gang Green (Philadelphia Eagles) 
o Fearsome Foursome (Los Angeles Rams) 
o 1970s Oakland Raiders  
o Orange Crush (Denver Broncos) 
o No Name Defense (Miami Dolphins) 
o Chicago Bears Defenses  
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2009 — FOLLIES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Oh Snap (Field goals and 
extra points) 
9. Coaches Media Meltdown 
(featuring Jim Mora of the 2001 
Indianapolis Colt) 
8. Tripping   
7. Collision Course  
6. Mascot Mayhem   
5. Silly Celebrations  
4. Men in Stripes  
3. Special Teams Mishaps  
2. Fun with Audio  
1. Funky Fans 

o Juggling  
o Tackled by the Ref 
o Strange Characters Like Clinton 

Portis 
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2009 — FOOTBALL MYTHS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tackles Statistics Are Accurate (featuring Ray 
Lewis)  
9. Its Hard To Repeat  
8. Punt On Fourth Down  
7: Dome Teams Are Soft (featuring 2006 
Indianapolis Colts @ Baltimore Ravens Playoff 
2007 )  
6. Icing The Kicker Works (featuring Matt Stover 
Interview In 2000)  
5. Quarterback Needs a Rocket Arm (featuring John 
Unitas)  
4. Run to Set Up the Pass (featuring Jonathan 
Ogden)  
3. Can’t Lose Your Job to Injury  
2. Defense Wins Championships (featuring 2000 
Baltimore Ravens)  
1. Prevent Defense Prevents You from Winning 
(featuring Indianapolis Colts @ Pittsburgh Steelers 
Hail Mary 1996) 

o Rookie Coaches Can't Win (featuring John Harbaugh, Mike 
Smith, Tony Sparano  

o Turnovers Decide Games  
o Pre-Game Meals 
o Parity 
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2009 — GAMES WITH NAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. The Fumble (Denver Broncos @ Cleveland 
Browns 1988) 
9. Body Bag Game (Washington Redskins @ 
Philadelphia Eagles 1990)  
8. Ghost to the Post (Oakland Raiders @ Baltimore 
Colts 1977)   
7. Sea of Hands (Miami Dolphins @ Oakland Raiders 
1974) 
6.  Greatest Game Ever Played (Baltimore Colts @ 
New York Giants 1958)  
5. Fog Bowl (Philadelphia Eagles @ Chicago Bears 
1988) 
4. The Drive (Denver Broncos @ Cleveland Browns 
1987) 
3. The Catch (Dallas Cowboys @ San Francisco 
49ers 1982) 
2. Ice Bowl (Dallas Cowboys @ Green Bay Packers 
1967) 
1. Immaculate Reception (Oakland Raiders @ 
Pittsburgh Steelers 1972) 

o Rivalries  
o Bounty Bowls I and II (Philadelphia Eagles and Dallas Cowboys 

1989) 
o Music City Miracle (Buffalo Bills @ Tennessee Titans 2000) 
o Holy Roller (Oakland Raiders @ San Diego Chargers 1978) 
o Tuck Rule (Oakland Raiders @ New England Patriots 2002) 
o Heidi Game (New York Jets @ Oakland Raiders 1968) 
o Hail Mary (Dallas Cowboys @  Minnesota Vikings 1975) 
o Miracle At Meadowlands (Philadelphia Eagles @ New York 

Giants 1978) 
o Monday Night Miracle (Miami Dolphins @ New York Jets 2000) 
o Mud Bowl (Minnesota Vikings @ Los Angeles Rams 1977) 
o Snow Plow Game (Miami Dolphins @ New England Patriots 

1982) 
o Freezer Bowl (San Diego Chargers @ Cincinnati Bengals 1982) 
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2009 — GREATEST HANDS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Marvin Harrison  
9.  Lynn Swann  
8. Sterling Sharpe  
7. Jerry Rice  
6. Kellen Winslow  
5. Fred Biletnikoff  
4. Larry Fitzgerald  
3. Steve Largent  
2. Raymond Berry  
1. Chris Carter 

o Tony Gonzalez  
o Dante Lavelli  
o Mark Duper  
o Dave Casper  
o Randy Moss  
o Isaac Bruce  
o Lance Alworth  
o Charlie Taylor  
o Don Hutson 
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2009 — GUNSLINGERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Joe Namath (featuring 
Namath Finger) 
9. Kurt Warner (Sandusky)  
8. Warren Moon  
7. Daryle Lamonica (Eddie 
White Sandusky)  
6. Jim Kelley  
5. Sammy Baugh 
4. Dan Fouts  
3. Sonny Jurgensen  
2. Dan Marino   
1. Brett Favre 

o Super Bow Champions: Doug 
Williams, John Elway, Ben 
Roethlisberger  

o Terry Bradshaw  
o Joe Montana  
o Johnny Unitas  
o Fran Tarkenton  
o Roger Staubach  
o Troy Aikman   
o Steve Young  
o Boomer Esiason  
o Donovan McNabb  
o Drew Brees 
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2009 — INNOVATIONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Wildcat  
9. Tampa Two  
8. Run 'N Shoot  
7: 3-4 Defense  
6. No Huddle Offense (featuring 
Peyton Manning)  
5. 46 Defense  
4. Shotgun (featuring Baltimore Colts)  
3: 4-3 Defense (Tom Landry '54 '00 
Ravens Said Perhaps The Best Version 
Ever)  
2. West Coast Offense (Bill Walsh As A 
Bengal With Virgil Carter)  
1. Zone Blitz 

o Worst of the Rest: Prevent Defense  
o Pre-Snap Shifting  
o Quarterback Radio  
o Kodak  
o Air Coryell 
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2009 — MELTDOWNS  
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Trey Junkins' Bad Snap  
9. Tony Romo after December 1  
8. Mike Vanderjagt   
7. Arizona Cardinals Denny Green 2006  
6. 2008 Denver Broncos  
5. Marty Schottenheimer in Playoffs  
4. Brett Favre’s Playoff Picks  
3. 1994 New York Jets (Fits Draft Day 
Moments Theme Of Jets Futility)  
2. AFC Teams in the Super Bowl 1984 to 
1997 seasons   
1. Jim Mora Presser (playoffs 2001 
Monday Presser Before Ravens Game  

o Brian Sipe 1981 
o Ron Jaworski 3 Picks to Rod Martin  Super Bowl 

XV 1981 
o Kordell Stewart 
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2009 — MOST SNAKEBITTEN FRANCHISES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Buffalo Bills  
9. Kansas City Chiefs  
8. New York Jets (featuring 
Namath Finger)  
7. Detroit Lions  
6. New Orleans Saints (09 Sb 
Included   
5. Houston Oilers/Tennessee 
Titans (Trumpy. Teams That Move 
Seem To Have Bad Juju 
Paraphrase)  
4. Philadelphia Eagles Vai S Says 
Indian Burial Ground  
3. Cincinnati Bengals  
2. Minnesota Vikings  
1. Cleveland Browns 

o San Diego Chargers  
o Los Angeles Rams 1960s-1980s  
o Atlanta Falcons  
o Arizona Cardinals  
o Seattle Seahawks  

 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 56 

 

 
 

2009 — ROOKIE SEASONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Adrian Petersen 2007 
9. Big Ben Roethlisberger 2004 
8. Curt Warner 1983 
7. Earl Campbell 1978 
6. Sammy Baugh 1937 
6. Bob Waterfield 1945 
(Cleveland Rams) 
5. Dan Marino 1983 
4. Gale Sayers 1965 
3. Lawrence Taylor 1981 
2. Eric Dickerson 1983 (Rams 
Only)  
1. Randy Moss 1998 

o Joe Flacco 2008 
o Matt Ryan 2008 
o John Elway 1983 (featuring 

Baltimore Colts )  
o Cam Newton 2011 
o Edgerrin James 1999 
o Eddie George 1996 
o Jerome Bettis 1993 
o Ndamukong Suh 2010 
o Jevon Kearse 1999  
o Dick Night Train Lane 1952 
o Mike Ditka 1961 
o Ronnie Lott 1981 
o Barry Sanders 1989 
o Bob Hayes 1964 
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2009 — TRADITIONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Cheerleaders (featuring  
'60 Baltimore Colts) 
9. Black Hole (Oakland) 
8. Pregame Huddles (featuring 
Ray Lewis)  
7. Fly Over   
6. Terrible Towell (Pittsburgh) 
5. Mascots  
4. End Zone Celebrations  
3. Tailgate  
2. Thanksgiving Football  
1. Super Bowl Sunday 
(featuring Namath Finger & Jim 
O Brien)  

o Fans  
o National Anthem  
o Gatorade Bath 
o Green Bay Packers: Bikes Frozen 

Tundra & Lambeau Leap 
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2010 — BACKUP QUARTERBACKS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Trent Dilfer  
9.  Tom Brady  
8.  Doug Williams  
7.  Brett Favre's Backups  
6.  Frank Reich  
5.  Don Strock  
4.  Jeff Hostetler   
3.  Jim Plunkett  
2.  Earl Morrall   
1.  Kurt Warner 

o Johnny Unitas  
o Vince Ferragamo  
o Matt Cassell  
o Brett Favre  
o Randall Cunningham   
o Steve Young  
o Doug Flutie  
o Bubby Brister  
o Gus Frerotte 
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2010 — FOOTBALL DIVAS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tom Brady  
9. Randy Moss  
8. Joe Theismann   
7. Hollywood Henderson  
6. Joe Namath (featuring 
Namath Finger)   
5. Jim McMahon  
4. Deion Sanders  
3. Chad Johnson  
2. Terrell Owens 
1. Brett Favre  

o Anti-Diva: Crew Cut & and no names 
on jerseys (featuring Johnny Unitas) 

o 1970s Oakland Raiders  
o Cowboys  Wide Receivers  
o Plaxico Burress 
o Keyshawn Johnson 
o Michael Irvin 
o Players with Nicknames (Kenny The 

Snake Stabler, Ted Mad Stork 
Hendricks, John The Diesel Riggins, 
Billy White Shoes Johnson, Brian The 
Boz Bosworth, Willam The Fridge 
Perry, Deion Prime Time Sanders, 
LaDanian LT Tomlinson, Adrian AP 
Peterson, Aaron A-Rod Rodgers 
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2010 — GUTSIEST CALLS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Bill Belichick 4th and 2, New England Patriots @ 
Indianapolis Colts 2009 
9. Herschel Walker Trade 1989 
8. Bill Cowher Surprise Onside Kick Super Bowl XXX 
1996 
7. Indianapolis Colts Rest Their Starters (2009)   
6. Red Right 88 Oakland Raiders @ Cleveland 
Browns 1981 
5. Bill Parcells Fakes Punt (Super Bowl XXI New York 
Giants vs. Denver Broncos 1987)  
4. Bill Parcells Fakes Punt Again (New York Giants @ 
San Francisco 49ers 1991) 
3. Baltimore Ravens Ditch Trent Dilfer 2001   
2. Sean Payton Surprise Onside Kick Super Bowl 
XLIV New Orleans Saints vs. Indianapolis Colts 
2010 
1. Vince Lombardi Quarterback Sneak Ice Bowl 
Dallas Cowboys @ Green Bay Packers 1967 

o Houston Texans Draft Mario Williams 2006  
o Mike Ditka Draft Trade For Ricky Williams 1999   
o Tom Coughlin Plays New York Giants Starters vs New England 

Patriots 2007   
o Donovan McNabb Traded Inside Division  
o Unload Legendary Vets (John Unitas, Joe Namath, Joe 

Montana All in New Unis)  
o Eschew Field Goals in title games: Baltimore Colts @ New 

York Giants 1958, Super Bowl XXIII Cincinnati Bengals vs San 
Francisco 49ers 1989, Super Bowl XVII Washington Redskins 
vs. Miami Dolphins 1973 
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2010 — JERSEY NUMBERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. #99 (Wayne Gretzky & Pass 
Rushers  
9. #19 (featuring Johnny 
Unitas)  
8. #85  
7. #7 (featuring Bert Jones)  
6. #20   
5. #21  
4. #34   
3. #80  
2. #32 (featuring Jim Brown) 
1. # 12 (featuring Namath 
Finger) 

o #51 (Dick Butkus)  
o #4 (Brett Favre)  
o #50 (Mike Singletary)  
o #92 (Reggie White)  
o #9 (Sonny Jurgenson)  
o #78 (All Linemen)  
o #88 (featuring John Mackey) 
o #82 (featuring Ray Berry)  
o #22  
o #77 (featuring Jim Parker) 
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2010 — LEFTY QUARTERBACKS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Scott Mitchell  
9. Tim Tebow  
8. Bobby Douglass  
7. Jim Zorn  
6. Mike Vick  
5. Scott Brunell  
4. Frankie Albert  
3. Boomer Esiason  
2. Ken Stabler  
1. Steve Young 

o Matt Leinart  
o Terry Baker (Heismans)  
o Lefty Presidents  
o All Shuttle Passes Wildcats  
o Ronnie Brown 
o Keith Byars 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 63 

 

 
 

2010 — OVERTIME FINISHES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Garrison’s Gallop (New York Jets @ San 
Francisco 49ers 1998)  
9. Greatest Tie (Atlanta Falcons @ 
Pittsburgh Steelers 2002)  
8. Epic in Miami (San Diego Chargers @ 
Miami Dolphins 1982) 
7. Hasselbeck’s Proclamation (Seattle 
Seahawks @ Green Bay Packers 2004) 
6. Dansby's Dash (Green Bay Packers @ 
Arizona Cardinals 2010)  
5. Panther to the Post (Carolina Panthers @ 
St. Louis Rams 2004) 
4. Moseley's Magic Moment (New York Jets 
@ Cleveland Browns 1987) 
3. Freeman’s Monday Night Magic (Minnesota 
Vikings @ Green Bay Packers 2000) 
2. Mike Brown’s Midway Miracles (San 
Francisco 49ers & Cleveland Browns @ 
Chicago Bears 2001)  
1. 1958 NFL Championship (Baltimore 
Colts @ New York Giants) 

o Ties. 
o New York Giants @ Washington Redskins 1997 
o Philadelphia Eagles @ Cincinnati Bengals  2008 
o Philadelphi Eagles @ Atlanta Falcons 1985 
o Atlanta Falcons @ Minnesota Vikings 2002 
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2010 — PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Jerome Bettis  
9. Lynn Swann  
8. Hines Ward  
7. Troy Polamalu  
6. Mel Blount (Steve Davis)  
5. Jack Lambert  
4. Rod Woodson  
3. Franco Harris 
2. Terry Bradshaw (TV Clip 1970 
"Living In Pittsburgh Isn't 
Exactly One Of My Goals In 
Life"  
1. Mean Joe Greene (featuring 
'Hey Cleveland How Do You 
Like Us Now?") 

o Art Rooney  
o Chuck Noll  
o Bill Cowher   
o Andy Russell  
o Greg Lloyd  
o Kevin Greene  
o Jack Ham   
o Alan Faneca  
o Dermontti Dawson  
o Mike Webster 
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2010 — QUARTERBACKS OF THE 1980S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Jim McMahon  
9. Bernie Kosar  
8. Dave Krieg  
7. Joe Theismann  
6. Boomer Esiason  
5. Phil Simms  
4. John Elway  
3. Dan Fouts  
2. Dan Marino   
1. Joe Montana 

o Randall Cunnigham  
o Ron Jaws Jaworski  
o Danny White  
o Warren Moon  
o Ken Anderson  
o Jim Plunkett  
o Neil Lomax  
o Bill Kenney  
o Jay Schroeder  
o 1983 Draft: Todd Blackledge, Tony  
o Eason; Ken O'Brien, Jim Kelly 
o Don Majkowski 
o Lynn Dickey 
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2010 — RAIDERS  
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Marcus Allen 
 9. Willie Brown  
8. Jim Plunkett  
7. Cliff Branch  
6. George Blanda  
5. Tim Brown  
4. Ken Stabler  
3. Fred Biletnikoff  
2. Howie Long  
1. Gene Upshaw  
1. Art Shell  
00. Jim Otto 

o Defensive backs  
o Jack Tatum  
o Lester Hayes  
o Mike Haynes  
o Receivers: Dave Casper, Todd 

Christensen, Jerry Rice, Art Powell  
o Characters: Tooz John Matuszak, Lyle 

Alzado, Ted Hendricks, John Madden, 
Ray Guy, Al Davis 
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2010 — REVENGE GAMES  
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Gruden Beats Raiders (Super Bowl 
XXXVII) 
9. Holmgren Loses to Packers (Seattle 
Seahawks @ Green Bay Packers 2003) 
8. Eagles Silence Terrell Owens (Dallas 
Cowboys @ Philadelphia Eagles 2005) 
7. Bobby Layne Ties the Lions (Detroit Lions 
@ Pittsburgh Steelers 1959) 
6. Spygate (New England Patriots @ New York 
Jets 2007) 
5. Benson vs. Bears (Chicago Bears @ 
Cincinnati Bengals 2009) 
4. Paul Brown vs Browns (Cleveland 
Browns @ Cincinnati Bengals 1970) 
3. Montana vs Young (San Francisco 49ers @ 
Kansas City Chiefs 1994) 
2. Favre vs. Packers (Minnesota Vikings 
sweep season series against Green Bay 
Packers in 2009)  
1. Peyton Beats Pats (New England Patriots 
@ Indianapolis Colts 2007) 

o Don Shula vs. Carroll Rosenbloom (Baltimore Colts 
@ Miami Dolphins 1972) 

o  Wayne Chrebet vs. Keyshawn Johnson (New York Jets 
@ Tampa Bay Buccaneers 2000) 

o Tony Dungy vs Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
(Indianapolis Colts @ Tampa Bay Buccaneers 2003) 

o Chad Pennington vs Brett Favre (Miami Dolphins @ 
New York Jets 2008) 
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2010 — RIVALRIES  
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. San Francisco 49ers Niners vs. 
Dallas Cowboys  
9.  Dallas Cowboys vs. Philadelphia 
Eagles  
8. New England Patriots vs. 
Indianapolis Colts  
7. Chicago Bears vs. Green Bay Packers  
6. Baltimore Ravens vs. Pittsburgh 
Steelers  
5. Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Dallas 
Cowboys  
4. Cleveland Browns vs. Cincinnati 
Bengals  
3. New York Jets vs. New England 
Patriots  
2. Oakland Raiders vs. Pittsburgh 
Steelers  
1. Philadelphia Eagles vs. New York 
Giants  

o Dallas Cowboys vs. Washington Redskins   
o Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders vs. Kansas City 

Chiefs  
o NFC East  
o AFC East  
o New York Jets vs. Miami Dolphins 
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2010 — SHORTEST PLAYERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Darren Sproles (Updated To 
Include 2011 Season)  
9. Joe Morris  
8. Warrick Dunn  
7. Buddy Young   
6. Doug Flutie  
5. Maurice Jones Drew  
4. Bob Sanders   
3. Sam Mills  
2. Darrell Green  
1. Barry Sanders 

o Too Tall: Harold Carmichael, Ed Too 
Tall Jones, Ernie Ladd  

o Steve Smith  
o Nolan Smith  
o Stump Mitchell  
o Gerald The Ice Cube McNeil  
o Don Nottingham  
o Lionel James 
o Soupy Shapiro 
o 5'9 or Shorter No Kickers 
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2010 — THINGS WE LOVED ABOUT THE 2000S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Favre Flip-Flopping  
9. Return Aces  
8. Football-Only New Stadiums  
7. Red Challenge Flag  
6. Tom Brady vs. Peyton 
Manning  
5. Coaching Carousel  
4. New England Patriots 
Dynasty  
3. Wild Wideouts  
2. Broken Records (featuring 
Jamal Lewis) 
1. Close Super Bowls 

o Comebacks: New Kidz, Mickey 
Rourke, Barry Sanders (sic), Houston 
Texans  

o Prime Time Deion Sanders 1 Ravens 
Clip Technology  

o Social Media Was New  
o Celebrity Breakups: Jennifer Aniston 

& Brad Pitt, Bill Belichick & New York 
Jets, Jon Gruden & Oakland Raiders, 
Terrell Owens & Philadelphia Eagles 
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2010 — UNDRAFTED PLAYERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Wayne Chrebet  
9. Tony Romo  
8. Rod Smith  
7. Antonio Gates  
6. Warren Moon  
5. Adam Vinatieri   
4. Marion Motley  
3. John Randle  
2. Dick Night Train Lane  
1. Kurt Warner 

o Honorable Mention Round 22  
o Art Donovan  
o Raymond Berry  
o Emlen Tunnell  
o Willie Wood  
o Larry Little  
o Willie Brown 
o Deacon Jones 
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2010 — UNIFORMS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Cheerleaders  
9. Creamsicle Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers  
8. Cincinnati Bengals Stripes   
7. Cleveland Browns   
6. Pee-Wee Football 
5. San Francisco 49ers of the 
1980s  
4. Dallas Cowboys Whites   
3. Oakland and Los Angeles 
Raiders  
2. Throwbacks (Feature 2009 AFL 
Anniversary Oilers Keith Bullock 
Speaking On Oilers Titans Jets) 
Uniwatch blog. Com… 
1. Powder Blue San Diego Chargers 

o Classic Old School: Detroit Lions, New 
York Giants, Baltimore and Indianapolis 
Colts, New York Jets,  

o Green Bay Packers, Chicago Bears  
o Los Angeles Rams, Philadelphia Eagles, 

Atlanta Falcons  
o Black Unis, Black Footballs, Black for 

Black’s Sake 
o Worst of the Rest: Monochrome Jerseys & 

Pants, Seattle Seahawks 
o Alternate Unforms 2009 
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2011 — BRETT FAVRE GAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Favre's First Game 1992 
9. Minnesota Vikings @ New 
Orleans Saints 2010 
8. Super Bowl XXXII 1998 
(Robinson "This Team Is Not Better 
Then Us. They're Not Even Good!" 
No Indy Reference)  
7. Iron Man Streak Ends 2010 
6. First Playoff Game 1994 
5. Retirement Saga 2008-10 
4. Miracle In Minnesota 2009 
3. Super Bowl XXXI 1997  
2. Farve Beats Packers Home & 
Away 2009 
1. Tribute to His Father 2003 

o Arizona Cardinals @ New York Jets 2008  
o New York Giants @ Green Bay Packers 

2008 
o Atlanta Falcons @ Green Bay Packers 

1994  
o John Madden Games 

Green Bay Packers @ Minnesota Vikings 
421st touchdown pass 2007 
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2011 — END ZONE CELEBRATIONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. The Spike  
9. Ickey Shuffle  
8. Dirty Bird  
7. Steve Smith  
6. Billy White Shoes Johnson  
5. Fun Bunch  
4. Chad Ochocinco  
3. Lambeau Leap  
2. Terrell Owens  
1. Barry Sanders (hand the ball 
to the referee) 

o Mile High Salute 
o Shawne Merriman Sack Dance  
o Mark Gastineau  
o David Hill – Booty Shake 
o Randy Moss – Moon 
o Joe Horn - Cell Phone 
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2011 — FOOTBALL MOVES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Spin Move (featuring 
Dwight Freeney) 
9. Cutback  
8. Pump Fake  
7. Bull Rush (featuring Dwight 
Freeney) 
6. Jump Cut  
5. Play Action Pass (featuring 
Peyton Manning)  
4. Swim Move  
3. Toe Tap Catch (featuring 
Marvin Harrison)  
2. Pancake (featuring Ray 
Lewis)  
1. Stiff Arm 

o Lenny Moore 
o Clothesline   
o Stutter Step  
o Gale Sayers Hurdle  
o De-Cleater  
o Bambi  
o Mascots & Cheerleaders 
o Inside Grip 
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2011 — FOOTBALL VOICES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Frank Gifford Monday Night 
Football   
9. Verne Lundquist CBS 
8. Harry Kalas NFL Films 
7. Merril Reese (Philadelphia 
Eagles) 
6. Bill King (Oakland & Los Angeles 
Raiders) 
5. Al Michaels (Joined MNF '86. 
Stayed 20 Years)  
4. Myron Cope Pittsburgh Steelers 
3. Howard Cosell Monday Night 
Football 
2. John Madden & Pat Summerall 
CBS and Fox (Eddie White)  
1. John Facenda NFL Films 
(featuring Namath Finger) 

o Curt Gowdy NBC (featuring Super Bowl 
III) 

o Dick Enberg NBC and CBS 
o Joe Starkey San Francisco 49ers 
o Jim Mandich Miami Dolphins 
o Ray Scott Green Bay Packers 
o Frank Herzog Washington Redskins 
o Brad Sham Dallas Cowboys 
o Gene Deckerhoff Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
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2011 — GREEN BAY PACKERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Jim Taylor  
9. Jerry Kramer  
8. James Lofton  
7. Herb Adderly  
6. Paul Horny  
5. Ray Nitschke  
4. Reggie White  
3. Bart Starr  
2. Brett Favre  
1. Don Hutson  

o Linemen: Willie Davis, Henry Jordan, 
Jim Ringo, Forrest Gregg 

o Coaches: Curly Lambeau, Mike 
Holmgren, Vince Lombardi 

o Quarterbacks: Lynn Dickey, Don 
Majkowski, Aaron Rodgers 

o Playmakers: Sterling Sharpe, Antonio 
Freeman, Donald Driver  
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2011 — PASSING SEASONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Kurt Warner 1999 
9. Dante Culpepper 2004 
8. Y.A. Tittle 1963 
7. Joe Montana 1989 
6. Bert Jones 1976  
5. Steve Young 1994  
4. Tom Brady 2007  
3. Peyton Manning 2004  
2. Johhny Unitas 1959  
1. Dan Marino 1984 

o Don Majkowski 1989  
o Steve Beuerlein 1999  
o Milt Plum 1960  
o Sid Luckman 1943  
o Otto Graham 1953 
o Worst of the Rest: Joe Namath 1976, 

Vinnie  Testaverde 1988, Jake 
Plummer 1999, Ryan Leaf career 
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2011 — QUARTERBACK DUELS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Jim Kelly vs. Steve Young 1992 
9. Brady Quinn vs. Matt Stafford 2009 
8. Drew Bledsoe vs. Dan Marino 1994  
7. Tom Brady vs. Peyton Manning 2009 
6. Lynn Dickey vs. Joe Theismann 1983 
5. Bernie Kosar vs. John Elway 1988 
4. John Unitas vs. Joe Namath 1972   
3. Terry Bradshaw vs. Roger Staubach 
Super Bowl XIII 
2. Kurt Warner vs. Aaron Rodgers 2010 
1. Dan Marino vs. Ken O'Brien 1986 

o Kenny Holcomb vs. Tommy Maddox 2003 
o Tommy Maddox vs. Carson Palmer 2004 
o Tom Brady vs. Peyton Manning 2005 
o Super Bowls:  Tom Brady vs. Jake Delhomme 

XXXVIII 2004, Joe Montana vs. No One 
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2011 — QUARTERBACKS OF THE '90S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Randall Cunningham  
9. Jeff George (sarcasm)  
8. Drew Bledsoe  
7. Warren Moon  
6. Jim Kelley  
5. Dan Marino  
4. Steve Young  
3. Troy Aikman  
2. John Elway  
1. Brett Favre 

o Erik Kramer  
o Jeff Blake  
o Scott Mitchell  
o Kurt Warner  
o Mark Rypien 
o Vinnie Testaverde  
o Jeff Hostetler  
o Jim Harbaugh  
o Mark Brunell 
o Kordell Stewart 
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2011 — SUPER BOWLS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Super Bowl III 1969 New York Jets 
vs. Baltimore Colts  
9. Russian interference  
8. Super Bowl XLIV 2010 Indianapolis 
Colts vs. New Orleans Saints  
7. Super Bowl XXIII 1989 San Francisco 
49ers vs. Cincinnati Bengals  
6. Super Bowl XIII 1979 Pittsburgh 
Steelers vs. Dallas Cowboys   
5. Super Bowl XXXVIII 2004 New 
England Patriots vs. Carolina Panthers  
4. Super Bowl XXV 1991 Buffalo Bills vs. 
New York Giants  
3. Super Bowl XXXII 1998 Denver 
Broncos vs. Green Bay Packers  
2. Super Bowl XLII 2008 New York 
Giants vs. New England Patriots  
1. Super Bowl XLIII 2009 Pittsburgh 
Steelers vs. Arizona Cardinals 

o Buffalo Bills defeats (Super Bowls XXV, XXVI, 
XXVII, & XXVIII, 1991-94) 

o Super Bowl XI 1977 Oakland Raiders vs. 
Minnesota Vikings  

o Super Bowl XXIV 1990 San Francisco 49ers vs. 
Denver Broncos  

o Miami Dolphins vs. Washington Redskins (SBs 
VII 1973 & XVII 1983)  

o Super Bowl XXXIV 2000 Tennessee Titans vs. 
St. Louis Rams 

o Super Bowl V 1971 Baltimore Colts vs. 
Dallas Cowboys 
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2011 — TEAMS THAT DIDN'T WIN A SUPERBOWL 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. 1983 Washington Redskins  
9. 1979 Houston Oilers  
8. 1984 Miami Dolphins  
7. 1986 Cleveland Browns  
6. 2001 St. Louis Rams  
5. 1981 San Diego Chargers  
4. 1998 Minnesota Vikings  
3. 1990 Buffalo Bills  
2. 1968 Baltimore Colts  
1. 2007 New England Patriots 

o 1967 Dallas Cowboys  
o 2004 Philadelphia Eagles  
o 1988 Cincinnati Bengals  
o 2004-05 & 2009 Indianapolis Colts  
o 1999 Jacksonville Jaguars 
o 1987-89 Cleveland Browns  
o Four-time Losers: Minnesota Vikings, 

Denver  Broncos, & Buffalo Bills  
1980 Philadelphia Eagles  
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2011 — THANKSGIVING DAY MOMENTS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Bounty Bowl 1989  
9. Randy Moss Cools Cowboys 
1998  
8. Detroit Lions & Dallas Cowboys 
Home Games 
7. Jason Garrett 1994  
6. Thanksgiving Day Massacre 
(Green Bay Packers @ Detroit Lions 
1962)   
5. O.J. Simpson Runs For 273 Yards 
1976 
4. Phil Luckett Coin Toss 1998   
3. Bob Griese's 6 Touchdown 
Passes @ St Louis Cardinals 1977   
2. Dallas Won't Lett It Go 1993  
1. Clint Longley's Comeback 1974  

o Tony Romo throws for 5 touchdowns 2006 
o Washington Redskins @ Dallas Cowboys 

1965 (Comeback ;ed by Sonny Jurgensen)  
o Indianapolis Colts wear Baltimore--Era 

Throwback Jerseys  
o Lawrence Taylor @ Detroit Lions 1982 
o Chicago Bears @ Detroit Lions 1980  
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2011 — THINGS WE LOVE ABOUT NEW YORK GIANTS VS. PHILADELPHIA 
EAGLES RIVALRY 

RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 
original broadcast) 

10. Brian Westbrook Punt Return 2003 
(Accorsi)  
9. Giants Sack Donovan McNabb 12 
Times 2007  
8. Lawrence Taylor vs. Ron Jaworski 
1980s  
7. Bill Parcels vs. Buddy Ryan 1980s  
6. Giants’ Epic Comeback 2006  
5. Michael Strahan vs John Runyan  
4. Chuck Bednarik Clobbers Frank 
Gifford 1960  
3. Playoff Drama  
2. Miracle at the Meadowlands 1978   
1. Miracle At The Meadowlands II 2010 

o Mondy Night Football 1970  
o Eagles Close Out Old Giants Stadium 2009 
o Coach Ray Handley vs. Coach Rich Kotite 
o Randall Cunningham Exploits 
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2011 — THINGS WE MISS ABOUT FOOTBALL  
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Stickum (Proxy For 
Individualism)  
9. Barefoot Kickers 
 8: Angry Opponents (featuring 
Mike Curtis tackling Roman 
Gabriel)  
7: Real Grass  
6. Nicknames    
5. Goalposts on Goal Lines (1974 
Pushed Back)  
4. Fullbacks (Lorenzo Neal Runs 
Into Ngata)  
3: Quarterbacks Calling Own Plays 
(Namath Finger)  
2 The NFL in Los Angeles after 1994 
1. Well-Dressed Coaches 

o Single Bar Face masks  
o Historic Venues (Yankee Stadum & 

Baltimore Memorial Stadium)  
o Leather Helmets  
o Alternate Unis  
o Halftime Entertainment 
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2011 — TOUGHEST ACTS TO FOLLOW 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Richard Todd follows Joe Namath 
1970s 
9. Tom Flores follows John Madden 1979 
8. Neal Anderson follows Walter Payton 
1980s 
7. Danny White follows Roger Staubach 
1980 
6. Sonny Jurgensen follows Norm Van 
Brocklin 1960s 
5. Jimmy Johnson follows Tom Landry 
1989 
4. Leroy Kelly follows Jim Brown 1960s 
3. Bill Cowher follows Chuck Noll 1980s 
2. Aaron Rodgers follows Brett Favre 
2008 
1. Steve Young follows Joe Montana 
1990s 

o Jack Pardee follows George Allen 1978 
o Ray Handley follows Bill Parcells 1991 
o Phil Bengston follows Vince Lombardi 1968 
o Brian Griese follows John Elway 1999 
o George Seifert follows Bill Walsh 1989 
o Jim Plunkett follows Ken Stabler 1970s 
o Mike Tomlin follows Bill Cowher 2007 
o Earl Morrall follows John Unitas 1968 
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2011 — WORST FREE AGENT SIGNINGS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Emmit Smith 2003 
9. Scott Mitchell 1994 
8. Ahman Green 2007 
7. Jeff Garcia 2004 
6. David Boston 2003 
5. Neil O’Donnell 1996 
4. Andre Rison 1995   
3. Los Angeles & Oakland 
Raiders all-time 
2. Alvin Harper 1995 
1. Washington Redskins – prior 
15 years  

o Chester McGlockton 1998 
o Jevon Kearse 2004 
o Javon Walker 2008 
o Kerry Collins 2004 
o Yancey Thigpen 1998 
o Bert Emanuel 1998 
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2012 — COLLAPSES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. 2008 Dallas Cowboys  
9. 2000 New York Jets  
8. 2008 New York Jets  
7. 1986 Los Angeles Raiders  
6. 1978 Washington Redskins  
5. 1987 San Diego Chargers  
4. 2003 Minnesota Vikings  
3. 2009 Denver Broncos  
2. 1994 Philadelphia Eagles  
1. 1993 Miami Dolphins 

o 1995 Cleveland Browns  
o 1996 Houston Oilers  
o 1994 – 1995 Los Angeles Rams 
o 1995 Los Angeles Raiders 
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2012 — HEISMAN WINNERS IN THE NFL 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Cam Newton 
9. Marcus Allen  
8. Earl Campbell  
7. Tim Tebow  
6. Tony Dorsett  
5. Charles Woodson  
4. Paul Hornung  
3. O.J. Simpson  
2. Roger Staubach  
1. Barry Sanders 

o John Huard  
o Running Backs: Alan Ameche 

(featuring 1958) Bo Jackson, 
Herschel Walker, Eddie George) 

o Quarterbacks: Carson Palmer, Doug 
Flutie, Jim Plunkett 

o Worst Of The Rest: Steve Spurrier, 
Eric Crouch, Ty Detmer, Charlie 
Ward, Danny Wuerffel 
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2012 — JOE MONTANA GAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. First Comeback vs. New Orleans Saints 
1980 
9. Last Comeback vs. Houston Oilers 1993  
8. Super Bowl XIX vs. Dan Marino 1985 
7. NFC Championship vs. New York Giants 
1991  
6. Super Bowl XXIV vs. John Elway 1990 
5. Chicken Soup Game (Notre Dame Fighting 
Irish vs. Houston Cougars 1979)   
4. Super Bowl XXIII vs. Cincinnati Bengals 
1989 
3. Steve Young (San Francisco 49ers) @ Joe 
Montana (Kansas City Chiefs) 1994  
2. San Francisco 49ers @ Philadelphia Eagles 
1989  
1. The Catch (Dallas Cowboys @ San 
Francisco 49ers 1982)   

o Kansas City Chiefs @ Denver Broncos 1994 
o Ronnie Lott “John Wayne Never Loses”  
o San Francisco 49ers @ New York Giants 1987 
o Super Bowl XVI vs. Cincinnati Bengals 1982 
o San Francisco 49ers @  Washington Redskins 1984  
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2012 — MOST UNDERRATED PLAYERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Len Dawson  
9. Brian Westbrook  
8. Ken Anderson  
7. Randall Cunningham  
6. Marvin Harrison   
5. Andre Reed  
4. Ottis Anderson  
3. Charles Haley  
2. Roger Craig  
1. Bart Starr 

o Lamar Parrish  
o Ken Riley  
o Dave Krieg  
o Fred Taylor 
o Priest Holmes 
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2012 — PLAYERS WHO NEVER PLAYED IN A SUPER BOWL 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Sterling Sharpe 
9. Randall Cunningham 
8. John Randle 
7. LaDainian Tomlinson  
6. Dan Dierdorf  
5. Cris Carter 
4. Eric Dickerson   
3. Steve Largent  
2. Dan Fouts  
1. Barry Sanders 

o Gary Anderson  
o Ozzie Newsome  
o Kellen Winslow  
o Tony Gonzalez  
o Dick Butkus  
o Gale Sayers  
o Jim Brown 
o Sonny Jurgensen 
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2012 — PLAYERS YOU LOVE TO HATE 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Warren Sapp   
9. Tim Tebow   
8. Ndamukong Suh  
7. Tony Romo   
6. Ray Lewis   
5. Tom Brady  
4. Hines Ward  
3. The Raiders   
2. T.O. Terrell Owens  
1. Brett Favre   

o Cortland Finnegan 
o Dallas Cowboys 
o Jay Cutler 
o Wide Receiver Divas 
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2012 — QUARTERBACKS OF THE ‘70S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Archie Manning  
9. Bert Jones  
8.  Ken Anderson  
7. Billy Kilmer  
6. Jim Hart  
5. Ken Stabler  
4. Bob Griese  
3. Terry Bradshaw  
2. Fran Tarkenton  
1. Roger Staubach 

o Jim Zorn  
o Steve Grogan  
o Dan Fouts  
o Dan Pastorini  
o Joe Namath  
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2012 — RUNNING BACKS OF THE ‘80S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Billy Sims  
9. Bo Jackson  
8. Curt Warner  
7. John Riggins  
6. O.J. Anderson  
5. Tony Dorsett  
4. Roger Craig  
3. Marcus Allen  
2. Walter Payton  
1. Eric Dickerson    

o Timmy Smith  
o Ickey Woods  
o William The Fridge Perry 
o Rueben Mays 
o Freeman McNeil  
o Gerald Riggs  
o Franco Harris  
o Earl Campbell  
o Chuck Muncie  
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2012 — THINGS WE LOVE ABOUT THE ‘80S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tecmo Bowl  
9. NFL Today on CBS  
8. Scabs  
7. Alcoa Presents Fantastic 
Finishes   
6. The San Francisco 49ers  
5. Ronald Reagan Calling The 
Locker Room after a Super 
Bowl 
4. Outrageous Coaches  
3. Da Bears  
2. Hair & Fashion  
1. John Madden & Pat 
Summerall  

o Fun (Pre- No Fun League) 
o NFL Films  
o Pre - Free Agency  
o Rivalries: Los Angeles Raiders vs. 

Washington Redskins   
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2012 — THINGS WE LOVE ABOUT TIM TEBOW 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Lefthanded  
9. Big Drama in the Big Apple  
8. Read Option  
7. He's A Throwback 
6. Makes It Look Hard   
5. Tebowing   
4. Brings Out the Best in 
Everyone (featuring Peyton 
Manning)  
3. Underdog  
2. Tebow Time  
1. Makes Experts Look Dumb 

o Jetbow Sandwich  
o Aways Positive  
o Swell Guy   
o Ladies Love Tebow 
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2012 — TRICK PLAYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Dan Marino's Fake Spike 1994 
9. Fake Field Goals 
 8. Reverse  
7. Wildcat  
6. William The Fridge Perry 1985  
5. Surprise Onside Kick (featuring 
Super Bowl XLIV 2010 New 
Orleans Saints vs. Indianapolis 
Colts)  
4. Flea Flicker (featuring SB III 
New York Jets vs. Baltimore 
Colts)  
3. Lateral  
2. Tackle Eligible (featuring 
Baldinger 1988 Colts ) 
1. Halfback Option 

o Statue of Liberty  
o Double Pass  
o Fake Punt  
o Fumblerooski  
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2013 — AGELESS WONDERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Ronde Barber  
9. Steve De Berg   
8. Tony Gonzales  
7. Morten Andersen  
6. Warren Moon    
5. Ray Lewis   
4. George Blanda   
3. Brett Favre  
2. Emmitt Smith  
1. Darrell Green  

o Ponce De Leon as Narrator + Father 
Time Played By (?)  

o Richard Simmons  
o Kicking Game: Jeff Feagles, Trey 

Junkin, Lou Groza  
o Bigs: Jackie Slater, Kevin Mawae, 

Bruce Matthews 
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2013 — COACHES OF THE 1980S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Jerry Glanville  
9. Sam Wyche  
8. Tom Landry  
7. Marty Schottenheimer (Marc 
Vandermeer)  
6. Dan Reeves  
5. Don Shula 
4. Mike Ditka  
3. Bills Parcells   
2. Joe Gibbs  
1. Bill Walsh 

o Chuck Noll  
o Jerry Burns  
o Chuck Knox  
o Don Coryell  
o Jim Mora   
o Buddy Ryan 
o Tom Flores 
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2013 — DRAFT DAY MOMENTS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Vernon Davis Crying 2006 
9. Randy Moss Falling 1998 
8. Denver Trades Up For Tebow 
2010 
7. Donovan McNabb and Ricky 
Williams 1999  
6. Raider Unknowns  
5. Vikings Miss Their Pick 2002 
& 2003  
4. Mel Kiper vs. Bill Tobin 1994  
3. Eli Manning Trade 2004 
2. Jets Fans Booing  
1. Aaron Rodgers in Green 
Room 2005  

o Ryan Leaf or Peyton Manning 1998  
o Reggie Bush, Vince Young, or Mario 

Williams 2006 
o John Elway intrigue 1983 
o Man Hugs on Stage 
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2013 — FOOTBALL CURSES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Curse of the Chicago Honey Bears 
Cheerleaders 
9. Curse of Billy Penn (Philadelphia) 
8. Pottsville Maroons (Cardinals franchise) 
7. Buffalo & assassination of President 
William McKinley  
6. Broadway Joe's Deal With the Devil 
Super Bowl III 1969 (featuring Namath 
Finger)  
5. Marcus Allen Hex on Al Davis (Los Angeles 
Raiders) 
4. Sports Illustrated Cover Jinx  
3. Louisiana Superdome (featuring Ravens 
vs. 49ers Super Bowl XLVII)  
2. John Madden Football Cover Video Game  
1. Bobby Layne  

o Tampa Curses  
o Jeff Tedford Curse  
o Cleveland (Gremlin Logo)  
o Cincinnati (Tiger Johnson)  
o Super Bowl Hangover 
o Broadcaster Jinx  
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2013 — FOOTBALL STEVES (IN HONOR OF STEVE SABOL) 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. DeBerg   
9. Atwater  
8. Tasker  
7. Mariucci  
6. McMichael  
5. Smith  
4. McNair  
3. Van Buren  
2. Largent  
1. Young 

All Steve Sabol Highlights  
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2013 — MOST FUN TEAMS EVER 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. 1975 Baltimore Colts   
9. 2011 Denver Broncos  
8. 1978 Houston Oilers   
7. 1984 Miami Dolphins 
 6. 2012 New York Jets  
5. 1980 Cleveland Browns   
4. 1989 Green Bay Packers  
3. 1978 Philadelphia Eagles  
2. 1988 Cincinnati Bengals  
1. 1991 Atlanta Falcons  

o Early 1980s San Diego Chargers 
(Vandermeer)  

o Fun Bunch & 1985 Bears (SB Winners 
Not Allowed)  

o 1998 Minnesota Vikings  
o 1998 Atlanta Falcons 
o 1979 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
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2013 — PLAYERS WHO WORE #12 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Andrew Luck  
9. John Brodie   
8. Randall Cunningham  
7. Ken Stabler  
6. Aaron Rodgers  
5. Roger Staubach (Steve Davis)  
4. Jim Kelly  
3. Joe Namath (featuring 
Namath Finger)  
2. Terry Bradshaw  
1. Tom Brady 

o Marques Colston  
o Percy Harvin  
o Seattle’s' 12th Man  
o Jacoby Jones  
o Non-NFL: Yvan Cournoyer, Pat Riley, 

John Stockton, Roger Clemens, 
Dwight Howard, Michael Jordan 

o Quarterbacks: Bob Griese, Gus 
Frerotte, Josh & Luke McCown, Greg 
Cook, Lynn Dickey, Rich Gannon 
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2013 — RECORDS THAT WON'T BE BROKEN 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. DT’s (Derrick Thomas) 7 Sacks in One 
Game 1990 
9. Otto Graham 10 Straight Championship 
Games 1946-55 
8. 1972 Miami Dolphins Perfect Season  
7. Tom Landry Coaches Same Team for 29 
Seasons 1960-88 
6. San Francisco 49ers 18-Game Road 
Winning Streak 1988-90 
5. Don Hutson Leads League in Touchdown 
Receptions 8 Times 1930s-1940s 
4. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 26 Consecutive 
Losses 1976-77 
3. Brett Favre Streak of 321 Consecutive 
Starts 1992-2010 
2. Johnny Unitas’ 47-Game Touchdown 
Streak 1956-1960 
1. Don Shula Record for Winning Games 
1963-1995 

o Donovan McNabb 24 Straight Completions Over 2 
Games 2004 

o Emmitt Smith 11 Straight One Thousand Yard 
Seasons 1991-2001 

o New England Patriots 21-Game Win Streak 2003-04 
o Eric Dickerson 2,105 Yards in 1984 
o Peyton Manning 49 Touchdown Passes 2004 
o Marvin Harrison 143 Receptions 2002 
o Fred Dryer 2 Safeties in One Game 1973 
o Len Dawson Fumbles 7 Times in One Game 1964 
o Norm Van Brocklin 554 Yard Game 1951 
o Morten Andersen Career Scoring Leader 1982-2007 
o Emmitt Smith All-Time Rushing King 1990-2004  
o LaDainian Tomlinson 31 Touchdowns in One Season 

2006 
o Jamal Lewis Single-Game Rushing 2003 
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2013 — RUSHING SEASONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Earl Campbell 1980  
9. Chris Johnson 2009  
8. LaDainian Tomlinson 2006  
7. Walter Payton 1977 
6. Jim Brown 1963  
5. Terrell Davis 1998  
4. Barry Sanders 1997  
3. Eric Dickerson 1984  
2. Adrian Peterson 2012  
1. O.J. Simpson 1973 

o Jamal Lewis 2003   
o Emmitt Smith 1995  
o Beattie Feathers 1934  
o Shaun Alexander 2005 
o Marshall Faulk 2000 
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2013 — SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Frank Gore  
9. Charles Haley  
8. Dwight Clark  
7. Roger Craig  
6. Patrick Willis  
5. Steve Young  
4. Million Dollar Backfield (Joe 
Perry, Y. A. Tittle, Hugh 
McElhenny, John Henry 
Johnson) 
3. Ronnie Lott  
2. Jerry Rice  
1. Joe Montana 

o Leo Nomellini  
o Dave Wilcox  
o Jimmy E. Johnson  
o R.C. Owens  
o Vernon Davis  
o Terrell Owens 
o John Taylor  
o Gene Washington  
o Hardy Brown  
o Bob St. Claire  
o Garrison Hearst  
o John Brodie  
o Y.A. Tittle  
o Frankie Albert 
o Ricky Watters  
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2014 — BIG GUYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Nate Newton  
9. Jerome Bettis  
8. Sebastian Janikowski   
7. Rex Ryan  
6. Albert Haynesworth  
5. JaMarcus Russell (Eddie 
White)  
4. Vince Wilfork  
3. The Hogs (Washington 
Redskins Offensive Line) 
2. Gilbert Brown  
1. The Fridge (William Perry) 

o Art Donovan   
o Les Bingham 
o Ironhead Heyward 
o Abe Gibron   
o Andy Reid  
o B.J. Raji  
o Christian Okoye   
o Bubba Paris 
o John Madden 
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2014 — FANTASY SEASONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Emmitt Smith 1995  
9. Jerry Rice 1995  
8. Terrell Davis 1998  
7. Baltimore Ravens 2000 
defense 2000 (Sklar brothers 
comment on Ray Lewis tunnel 
intro)  
6. Priest Holmes 2002  
5. Tom Brady and Randy Moss 
2007  
4. O.J. Simpson 1975  
3. Marshall Faulk 2000  
2. Peyton Manning 2013  
1. LaDanian Tomlinson 2006 
(previewed by Namath finger) 

o Marvin Harrison 2002 
o Randy Moss 2003 
o Calvin Johnson 2012 
o Don Hutson 1942 
o Jim Brown 1963 
o George Blanda 1961 
o Running Backs in the 2000-Yard 

Season Club  
o Shaun Alexander 2008  
o Ken Anderson 1974  
o Quarterbacks in the Top Ten Passing 

Yards Seasons list 
o Dan Marino 1984  
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2014 — QUARTERBACK TEASES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Mark Sanchez  
9. Vince Ferragamo  
8. Bobby Hoying  
7. Andy Dalton  
6. Tim Tebow  
5. Richard Todd (featuring 
Namath Finger)   
4. Jeff George   
3. Vince Young  
2. Elvis Grbac   
1. Scott Mitchell  

o Rick Mirer  
o A.J. Feeley  
o Cincinnati Bengals (Boomer Esiason 

& Carson Palmer)  
o Ken O'Brien 
o Brett Favre retirement saga 
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2014 — TOM BRADY VS. PEYTON MANNING GAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Indianapolis Colts @ New England Patriots, 
divisional playoff game 2005  
9. Brady's First Start (Indianapolis Colts @ New 
England Patriots) 2001  
8. New England Patriots @ Denver Broncos, 
American Football Conference Championship Game 
2014 
7. Manning Finally Wins Monday Night Football   
6.  4th and 2 (New England Patriots @ Indianapolis 
Colts 2009)  
5. Overtime Thriller (Denver Broncos @ New England 
Patriots 2013) 
4. Pats Make a Stand (New England Patriots @ 
Indianapolis Colts November 2003) 
3. Undefeated Bowl (New England Patriots @ 
Indianapolis Colts 2007)  
2. Indianapolis Colts @ New England Patriots, AFC 
Championship Game 2004 
1. New England Patriots @ Indianapolis Colts, AFC 
Championship Game 2007 

o Super Bowls MVPs colorized 1958  
o Bart Starr vs. John Unitas  
o Terry Bradshaw vs Roger Staubach  
o Joe Montana vs. Dan Marino  
o Steve Young vs. Troy Aikman  
o Missed starts: Matt Cassel vs. Indianapolis Colts 2008, Dan 

Orlovsky vs. New England Patriots 2011 
o Saturday Night Live appearances 
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2014 — TRENDING TOPICS OF 2013 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Battle for Loudest Fans   
9. Dez (Bryant) Sounds Off  
8. RG III's (Robert Griffin) Return  
7. The Beast's Treats (Marshawn 
Lynch’s Skittles) 
6. NFL Snow Day Week 14 
(featuring Minnesota Vikings @ 
Baltimore Ravens)  
5. Mike Tomlin's Two-Step 
(Pittsburgh Steelers @ Baltimore 
Ravens Thanksgiving game)  
4. Rise and Fall of Tony Romo  
3. Super Blowout   
2. Omaha!   
1. Richard Sherman's Postgame 
Rant  

o Jim Harbaugh's Wardrobe 
o Andrew Luck vs Kansas City Chiefs 

January 2014 
o Peyton Manning's Season  
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2015 — DEVASTATING LOSSES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tampa Bay Buccaneers @ Philadelphia 
Eagles NFC Championship 2003   
9. Tuck Rule Game (Oakland Raiders @ New 
England Patriots 2002) 
8. Brett Favre’s Title Game Picks  
7. Music City Miracle (Buffalo Bills @ 
Tennessee Titans 2000) 
6. Houston's Choke (Houston Oilers @ 
Buffalo Bills 1993) 
5. Super Bowl XLIX 2015 (New England 
Patriots vs. Seattle Seahawks) 
4. Super Bowl XLIII 2009 (Pittsburgh Steelers 
vs Arizona Cardinals)  
3. Wide Right (Super Bowl XXV New York 
Giants vs. Buffalo Bills 1991) 
2. The Drive & The Fumble (Denver Broncos 
vs. Cleveland Browns 1987 & 1988) 
1. Super Bowl XLII 2008 (New York Giants vs. 
New England Patriots)  

o Super Bowl XXXIV 2000 (Tennessee Titans vs. St. 
Louis Rams) 

o Green Bay Packers @ Seattle Seahawks 2015  
o Atlanta Falcons @ Minnesota Vikings 1999 
o Detroit Lions @ Dallas Cowboys 2015  
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2015 — DYNASTIES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. 1970s-80s Raiders  
9. Americas Team – 1970s Dallas 
Cowboys 
8. 1990s Buffalo Bills 
7. 1970s Miami Dolphins  
6. 1950s Cleveland Browns 
5. 1990s Dallas Cowboys 
4. 21st-Century New England 
Patriots  
3. Bill Walsh's San Francisco 49ers 
2. 1970s Steelers 
1. Vince Lombardi's Green Bay 
Packers 
 
 

o Dallas Cowboy cheerleaders  
o 1940s Chicago Bears  
o 1960s Baltimore Colts   
o 1972 Dolphins  
o 1980s-90s Washington Redskins  
o New York Giants  
o John Elway Broncos 
o Ben Roethlisberger Pittsburgh Steelers  
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2015 — FASTEST PLAYERS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Chris Johnson 
9. Mike Vick 
8. Joey Galloway 
7. Cliff Branch 
6. Willie Gault 
5. Bo Jackson 
4. Randy Moss 
3. Deion Sanders  
2. Bob Hayes 
1. Darrell Green  
 

o Quarterbacks: Colin Kaepernick, 
Randall Cunningham  

o Al Davis Raiders: James Jett, Charlie 
Garner 

o Return Specialists: Dante Hall, Devin 
Hester  
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2015 — GREATEST PLAYS IN THE SUPER BOWL 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Max McGee's Touchdown (Super Bowl I 1967) 
9. New Orleans Saints' Ambush (Super Bowl XLIV 
2010) 
8. John Elway's Helicopter (Super Bowl XXXII 1998) 
7. James Harrison's Pick-6 (Super Bowl XLIII 2009) 
6. Santonio Holmes' Toe Tap (Super Bowl XLIII 2009) 
5. John Riggins' Run to Glory (Super Bowl XVII 1983)  
4. Adam Vinatieri's Super Field Goal (Super Bowl 
XXXVI 2002) (featuring Jim O'Brien) 
3. Mike Jones' Game Saving Tackle (Super Bowl XXXIV 
2000) (Eddie white-sports executive) 
2. Malcolm Butler's Goal Line Interception (Super 
Bowl XLIX 2015) 
1. David Tyree's Helmet Catch (Super Bowl XLII 2008) 
 
 

o Devin Hester kickoff return on opening play (Super Bowl XLI 
2007) 

o Superdome Blackout (Super Bowl XLVII 2013) Baltimore 
Ravens vs. San Francisco 49ers 

o Lynn Swann's two catches (Super Bowl X 1976) 
o The Fridge (voice comes only from a clip, (Super Bowl XX 1986) 
o Marcus Allen (Super Bowl XVIII 1984) 
o Joe Montana to John Taylor (Super Bowl XXIII 1989) 
o Worst Plays: Garo Yepremian (Super Bowl VII 1973), Leon Lett 

(Super Bowl XXVII 1993), Jackie Smith (Super Bowl XIII 1979) 
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2015 — NEW YORK GIANTS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tiki Barber 
9. Phil Simms 
8.  Harry Carson 
7. Eli Manning 
6. Sam Huff 
5. Mel Hein 
4. Frank Gifford 
3. Michael Strahan 
2. Roosevelt Brown 
1. Lawrence Taylor 

o Quarterbacks: Fran Tarkenton,  
Charlie Conerly, Y.A. Tittle  

o Coaches: Tom Coughlin, Bill Parcells, 
Jim Lee Howell 

o Mark Bavaro  
o Offensive Linemen  
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2016 — FREE AGENTS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Rod Woodson to Baltimore 
Ravens 1998 
9. Johnny Unitas to Baltimore Colts 
1956 
8. Curtis Martin to New York Jets 1998 
7. Warren Moon to Houston Oilers 1984 
6. Charles Woodson to Green Bay 
Packers 2006 
5. Peyton Manning to Denver Broncos 
2012 
4. Kurt Warner to St. Louis Rams 1997 
3. Deion Sanders to San Francisco 
49ers & Dallas Cowboys 1990s 
2. Reggie White to Green Bay Packers 
1993 
1. Drew Brees to New Orleans Saints 
2006 

o Shannon Sharpe to Baltimore Ravens 2000 
o Brett Favre to Minnesota Vikings 2009 
o Darrelle Revis to New England Patriots & New 

York Jets 2010s 
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2016 — GREATEST CATCHES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Immaculate Reception - Franco 
Harris 1972 
9. Randy Moss (New York Jets @ New 
England Patriots 2010)  
8. Marty Booker (Chicago Bears @ 
Detroit Lions 2008) 
7. Antonio Freeman (Chicago Bears @ 
Green Bay Packers 2000) 
6. Jermaine Kearse Super Bowl XLIX 
2015 
5. Lynn Swann Super Bowl X 1976 
4. Odell Beckham Jr. One-Hander 2014 
3. Santonio Holmes Super Bowl XLIII 
2009 
2. The Catch - Dwight Clark 1982 
1. David Tyree Helmet Catch Super 
Bowl XLII 2008 

o Randy Moss’ Career  
o Bert Emmanuel Non-Catch 2000 
o Calvin Johnson (2010) & Dez Bryant (2014) 

Lose Replay Reviews 
o Toe-Tappers 
o San Francisco 49ers’ Catches  
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2016 — IN-SEASON TRADES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Deion Branch to Seattle Seahawks 2006 
9. Trent Richardson to Indianapolis Colts 
2014 
8. Carson Palmer to Oakland Raiders 2011 
7. Bobby Layne to Pittsburgh Steelers 1958 
(featuring Unitas & Art Donovan)  
6. Roy Williams to Dallas Cowboys 2008 
5. John Hadl to Green Bay Packers 1974 
4. Marshan Lynch to Seahawks 2010 
3. Mike Haynes to Los Angeles Raiders 1983 
2. Erick Dickerson to Indianapolis Colts 
1987  
1. Herschel Walker to Minnesota Vikings 
1989 

o Draft Pick Trades: Ricky Williams to New Orleans 
Saints 1999, Tony Dorsett to Seattle Seahawks 1977, 
LaDainian Tomlinson to San Diego Chargers 2001 

o Quarterback Trades  
o Head Coach Trades 
o Carroll Rosenbloom Trades Baltimore Colts to 

Robert Irsay 1972 
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2016 — INTERCEPTIONS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Mel Blount Super Bowl IX 1975 
9. Antonio Cromartie Picks Peyton 3 
Times 2007 
8. Troy Polamalu One-Handed Picks 
(2003-14) 
7. Jason Sehorn vs. Philadelphia Eagles 
2001 
6. Ronde Barber vs. Philadelphia Eagles 
2003 
5. Willie Brown vs. Minnesota Vikings 
Super Bowl XI 1977 
4. Al Harris vs. Seattle Seahawks 2004 
3. Tracy Porter Pick-6 vs. Indianapolis 
Colts Super Bowl XLIV 2010 Manning  
2. James Harrison Picks Kurt Warner 
Super Bowl XLIII 2009 
1. Malcolm Butler Picks Russell Wilson 
Super Bowl XLIX 2015 

o Lester Hayes 1980  
o Mike Davis Picks Brian Sipe 1981 
o Chuck Howley vs. Baltimore Colts Super 

Bowl V 1971 
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2016 — MIC'D UP GUYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Vince Lombardi  
9. Michael Strahan 
8. John Randle 
7. Bill Parcells 
6. Chad Johnson 
5. Rex Ryan  
4. Brett Favre  
3. Randy Moss 
2. Jon Gruden 
1. Matthew Stafford  

o J.J. Watt  
o Lawrence Taylor 
o Bill Belichick  
o Steve Mariucci  
o Marty Schottenheimer  
o Wideouts 
o Hank Stram 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 124 

 

 
 

2016 — NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Adam Vinatieri  
9. Stanley Morgan 
8. Steve Nelson 
7. Troy Brown 
6. Ty Law 
5. Mike Haynes 
4. Andre Tippett 
3. Rob Gronkowski  
2. John Hannah 
1. Tom Brady 

o Ben Coates 
o Bruce Armstrong  
o No Coaches  
o Gino Cappelletti  
o Randy Moss  
o Wes Welker  
o Nate Solder  
o Julian Edelman  
o Richard Seymour 
o Mike Vrabel  
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2016 — PEYTON MANNING GAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. First Win 1998 
9. First Playoff Win 2004 
8. Thanksgiving vs. Lions 2004 
7. 4th & 2 vs. New England 
Patriots 2009 
6. Comeback vs. Saan Diego 
Chargers as Denver Bronco 2012 
5. Opening Day as Denver Bronco 
vs. Baltimore Ravens 2013 
4. Monday Night Miracle in Tampa 
2003 
3. 509th TD Pass as Denver Bronco 
2014 
2. Super Bowl XLI 2007 
1. AFC Championship vs. Tom 
Brady 2007 

none 
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2016 — PLAYERS COMEBACKS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tom Brady 2009 
9. Mike Vick 2010 
8. Randy Moss 2007 
7. Doug Flutie 1998 
6. Eric Berry 2015 
5. Drew Brees 2006 
4. Earl Morrall 1972 (featuring 
Super Bowl III 1969) 
3. Jim Plunkett 1980 
2. Peyton Manning 2012 
1. Adrian Peterson 2012 

o Rocky Bleier 
o Tommy Maddox  
o Randall Cunningham 
o Phil Simms  
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2016 — PLAYOFF FINISHES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tim Tebow to Demaryius 
Thomas 2012 
9. Green Bay Packers @ Arizona 
Cardinals 2010 
8. Peyton Manning Beats Tom 
Brady 2007 
7. Green Bay Packers @ Arizona 
Cardinals 2016 
6. Richard Sherman’s Tip 2014 
5. Immaculate Reception 1972 
4. The Catch 1982 
3. Music City Miracle 2000 
2. The Drive 1987 
1. Emerald City Miracle 2015 

o Steve Young to Terrell Owens 1999  
o Joe Flacco to Jacoby Jones 2013 
o Original Hail Mary Roger Staubach to 

Drew Pearson 1975 
o The Fumble 1988 
o Red Right 88 1981 
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2016 — PLAYOFF PERFORMANCES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Colin Kaepernick vs. Green 
Bay Packers 2013 
9. Tom Brady vs. Denver 
Broncos 2012  
8. Kurt Warner vs. Minnesota 
Vikings 2000 
7. Peyton Manning First 
Playoff Win 2004  
6. Larry Fitzgerald 2016  
5. A.J. Duhe 1983 
4. Ed Podolak 1971 
3. John Riggins 1983 
2. Frank Reich 1993 
1. Kellen Winslow 1982 

o Erick Dickerson vs. Dallas Cowboys 
1986  

o Ricky Watters 1994  
o Tom Matte 1965  
o Bernie Kosar 1987  
o Peyton Manning 2014  
o Ray Lewis 2001  
o Mean Joe Greene 1975  
o Chicago Bears 1986 
o Dave Casper 1977  
o Rhonde Barber 2003 
o Vince Ferragamo 1980 
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2016 — QUARTERBACKS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Steve Young 
9. Roger Staubach 
8. Brett Favre 
7. Dan Marino 
6. John Elway 
5. Otto Graham 
4. Johnny Unitas  
3. Peyton Manning 
2. Tom Brady 
1. Joe Montana  

o Hall of Famers: Dan Fouts, Fran 
Tarkenton  

o No Super Bowls: Jim Kelly, Warren 
Moon  

o Eli Manning 
o Joe Namath  
o Drew Brees  
o Terry Bradshaw 
o Troy Aikman  
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2016 — TOM BRADY GAMES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Week Five vs. Cincinnati 
Bengals 2014 
9. Week One vs. Buffalo Bills 
2009 
8. Divisional Playoff vs. 
Baltimore Ravens 2015  
7. Super Bowl XXXVIII 2004 
6. Week Six vs. Tennessee 
Titans 2009 
5. Week 12 vs. Denver Broncos 
& Peyton Manning 2013 
4. Super Bowl XLIX 2015 
3. Tuck Rule Game 2002 
2. Super Bowl XXXVI 2002 
1. Super Bowl LI 2017 

o All Games 2007 
o Back From Suspension 2016 
o Opener @ Miami Dolphins 2011 
o Super Bowls 
o Style & Focus on Shoes  
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2016 — WIDE RECEIVERS OF THE 2000S 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Reggie Wayne 
9. Anquan Boldin - Cardinals 
No Ravens 
8. Larry Fitzgerald 
7. Chad Johnson  
6. Steve Smith 
5. Hines Ward 
4. Torry Holt 
3. Terrell Owens 
2. Randy Moss 
1. Marvin Harrison 

o Rod Smith  
o Ed McCaffrey 
o Hines Ward & Plaxico Burress 
o Donald Driver, Javon Walker, & Greg 

Jennings 
o Big Mouths 
o Troy Brown  
o Andre Johnson 
o Derrick Mason (Both Titans & 

Ravens) 
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2016 — WORST PLAYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Garo’s Gaffe Super Bowl VII 
1973 
9. Leon Lett Super Bowl XXVII 1993 
8. Leon Lett Thanksgiving 1993 
7. River City Relay & Saints Extra 
Point Fail 2003 
6. Indianapolis Colts 
Catastrophe 2015   
5. Jim Marshall 1964 
4. Butt Fumble 2012 
3. Miracle at the Meadowlands 
1978 
2. The Fumble 1988  
1. Seattle Super Fail Super Bowl 
XLIX 2015 

o Jackie Smith Super Bowl XIII 1979 
o Mathias Kiwanuka Faux Sack of Vince 

Young 2006 
o Special Teams Mistakes  
o DeSean Jackson Punt Return 2010 
o Gaffes & Glory vs. New York Giants 
o Cleveland Browns Curses  
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2017 — AMAZING RUNS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tony Dorsett vs. Minnesota Vikings 1983 
9. Barry Sanders Playoff vs. Dallas Cowboys 
1992 
8. Larry Csonka Super Bowl VII 1973 vs. 
Washington Redskins 
7. Steve Young vs. Minnesota Vikings 1988 
6. Earl Campbell vs. Los Angeles Rams 1978 
5. Bo Jackson vs. Seattle Seahawks 1987  
4. Walter Payton vs. Kansas City Chiefs 1977 
3. John Riggins Super Bowl XVII 1983 vs. 
Miami Dolphins 
2. Marshawn Lynch Beastquake vs. New 
Orleans Saints 2010  
1. Marcus Allen Super Bowl XVIII 1984 vs. 
Washington Redskins 

o Fred Taylor vs. Miami Dolphins 2000s  
o Michael Vick Overtime vs. Minnesota Vikings 2002 
o Marcus Mariota 87 Yards vs. Jacksonville Jaguars 

2015 
o John Elway Helicopter Super Bowl XXXII 1998 vs. 

Green Bay Packers 1998 
o Willie Parker Super Bowl XL 2006 vs. Seattle 

Seahawks 
o Garrison Hearst Overtime vs. New York Jets 1998 
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2017 — CAREER FINALES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Barry Sanders 1998 
9. Tiki Barber 2007 
8. Jerome Brown 1991 
7. Don Hutson 1945 
6. Kurt Warner 2010 
5. John Elway Super Bowl XXXIII 
1999 
4. Norm Van Brocklin NFL 
Championship Game 1960 
3. Sterling Sharpe 1994 
2. Roger Staubach 1979 
1. Jim Brown 1965 

o Robert Smith 2001 
o Bobby Boyd Super Bowl III 1969 
o Charles Woodson 2015 
o Calvin Johnson 2015 
o Ray Lewis Super Bowl XLVII 2013 
o Jerome Bettis Super Bowl XL 2006 
o Peyton Manning Super Bowl L 2016 
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2017 — CLUTCH DRIVES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. New England Patriots Super Bowl 
XXXVI 2002 
9. San Francisco 49ers The Catch 1982 
8. New York Giants Super Bowl XLVI 
2012 
7. Baltimore Colts Greatest Game 
Ever Played 1958 
6. New York Giants Super Bowl XLII 
2008 David Tyree catch  
5. San Francisco 49ers Super Bowl XXIII 
1989 
4. Green Bay Packers The Ice Bowl 
1967 
3. Denver Broncos The Drive 1987 
2. Pittsburgh Steelers Super Bowl XLIII 
2009 
1. New England Patriots Super Bowl LI 
2017  

o Fails: Tennessee Titans Super Bowl XXXIV 
2000, Seattle Seahawks Super Bowl XLIX 2015 

o Peyton Manning vs. New England Patriots 
AFC Title Game 2007 

o New England Patriots Tuck Rule Game 2002 
o Ben Roethlisberger vs. Baltimore Ravens 

2016 
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2017 — FORGOTTEN PLAYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. The Bus' Big Fumble 2006 
9. Benny Malone Forgotten Run 1974 
8. Dan Reeves Halfback Option The Ice 
Bowl 1967 
7. Ricky Proehl Super Bowls XXXVI 
(2002) & XXXVIII (2004)  vs. New 
England Patriots 
6. Bill Cowherd Onside Kick Super Bowl 
XXX 1996 
5. Ken Stabler Snakebit By Steelers 
4. The Play Before The Drive 1987 
3. Plaxico Pushed Aside By Helmet 
Catch Super Bowl XLII 2008 
2. Larry Fitzgerald Before San Antonio 
Holmes Super Bowl LIII 2009 
1. Jermaine Kearse Before the Pick 
Super Bowl XLIX 2014 

o River City Relay New Orleans Saints vs. 
Jacksonville Jaguars 2003 

o Julio Jones Super Bowl LI 2017  
o Randy Moss TD Super Bowl XLII 2008 
o Rob Johnson Before Music City Miracle 2000 
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2017 — GREATEST DENVER BRONCOS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Von Miller 
9. Karl Mecklenburg  
8. Randy Gradishar  
7. Rod Smith 
6. Steve Atwater 
5. Peyton Manning 
4. Champ Bailey 
3. Shannon Sharpe 
2. Terrell Davis 
1. John Elway 

o Fans: Barrel Man & Rocky 
Leprechaun  

o Coaches: Mike Shanahan & Pat 
Bowlen  

o Mascots: Miles & Thunder The Horse  
o Ed McCaffrey  
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2017 — GREATEST TEAMS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. 1992 Cowboys 
9. 1968 Baltimore Colts  
8. 2004 New England Patriots  
7. 1998 Denver Broncos 
6. 1985 Chicago Bears 
5. 1962 Green Bay Packers 
4. 1972 Miami Dolphins 
3. 2007 New England Patriots 
2. 1978 Pittsburgh Steelers 
1. 1989 San Francisco 49ers 

o 1942 Chicago Bears 
o 1994 San Francisco 49ers 
o 1983 Washington Redskins 
o 1973 Miami Dolphins  
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2017 — HAIL MARYS 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Tim Couch to Kevin Johnson 1999 
9. Brett Favre to Greg Lewis 2009 
8. Steve Bartkowski to Billy White 
Shoes Johnson 1983 
7. Motown Miracle Aaron Rodgers to 
Richard Rodgers 2015  
6. Aaron Rodgers to Jeff Janis 2016 
5. Aaron Rodgers to Randall Cobb 2017 
4. Eli Manning to Hakeem Nicks 2012 
3. Fail Mary Russell Wilson to Golden 
Tate 2012 
2. Tommy Kramer to Ahmad Rashad 
1980 
1. Roger Staubach to Drew Pearson 
1975 Da Original 

o College: Doug Flutie 1984, Kordell Stewart 
1994, Brett Favre 1989  

o Detroit Lions’ Alley Oops   
o Mark Brunell vs. New England Patriots 1996  
o Drew Brees to Jimmy Graham 2014 
o Arizona Cardinals vs. Minnesota Vikings 2003  
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2017 — HIGH POWERED OFFENSES 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. 1994 San Francisco 49ers  
9. 2011 New Orleans Saints 
8. 1981 San Diego Chargers 
7. 1950 Los Angeles Rams 
6. 1983 Washington Redskins 
5. 1984 Miami Dolphins 
4. 1998 Minnesota Vikings 
3. 2007 New England Patriots 
2. 2013 Denver Broncos 
1. 1999 St. Louis Rams 

o 1988 Cincinnati Bengals  
o 1990 Buffalo Bills  
o 1992 Dallas Cowboys  
o 1963 New York Giants  
o 1962 Green Bay Packers  
o 2001 St. Louis Rams  
o 2016 Atlanta Falcons  
o 2004 Indianapolis Colts 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 N F L  T o p  T e n s  2 0 0 7 - 1 7  j o h n l i n a n t u d . c o m  P a g e  | 141 

 

 
 

2017 — WHAT IFS? 
RANKINGS (10-1) BEST OF THE REST (in the order of the 

original broadcast) 
10. Bo Jackson Never Got Hurt in 1991 
(Relocation Shuffle?) 
9. Monday Night Football Never Happened in 
1970 
8. Scott Norwood's Kick Was Good in Super 
Bowl XXV in 1991 
7. Dallas Did Not Trade Herschel Walker in 
1989 
6. No Johnny U in Baltimore in 1956  
5. Peyton Manning Stays an Indianapolis 
Colt in 2011 
4. John Elway Becomes a Baltimore Colt in 
1983  
3. Bill Belichick Stays with the Jets in 2000 
2. The Immaculate Non-Reception in 1972 
1. No Merger Between the AFL & NFL in 1966-
1970 

o No NFL Films in 1962 
o United States Football League Made It and Caused a 

Merger in 1985  
o No Drew Bledsoe Injury in 2001 
o Seattle Had Run the Ball in Super Bowl Super Bowl 

XLIX in 2015 

 
 
END OF DOCUMENT 


