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The Commanders Corner 

Here we are cruising into muddy March. We missed the Sweetheart Rally, but we have the 

Appreciation Rally coming up on March 8th. I am disappointed that more of the posts are not getting officers 

& volunteers together to do a revitalization of their posts. All it takes is for the membership chairs to print out 

the lists of people who have not renewed their membership and the officers and volunteers to give them a 

call and ask what we can do to get them back into the Legion. Once those lists are exhausted then go to 

work calling the 1982’s & 1982AD’s 

If I were to be a post commander next year, I would have the membership chair print out the post 

membership report. I would divide up the list between my officers, and each officer would be responsible for 

calling each person on their list for a buddy check once a month. At the monthly executive meeting there will 

be a line item on the agenda to talk about how the buddy checks are going and how our people are doing. 

Accountability is important! We must take steps to contact our fellow veterans on a regular basis or we are 

going to lose them. Show them that we care about them!  

Have a Blessed and Happy Easter!!! 

Commander Joe 

District and/or Department Positions 

Have you ever thought about getting more involved at the District or even the Department 

Level of the American Legion?  If so, please talk to Mark Dvorak, Pat Logan, Don Skow or 

Duane Anderson. 

They can help you understand the various positions and how to move to the next level of 

leadership 
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The Chaplains Corner 

Surprised by Joy 
 

Greetings 3rd District American Legion Family!  Is it cold enough for ya outside?  I don’t know about you but 

it sure does feel as though we’ve had plenty of “Lion” weather in the month of February, so here’s to hoping 

March comes in like a lamb and goes out like one too! 

Our thoughts do begin to dream of spring – those lovely days as the snow melts and once again we can find 

ourselves enjoying outdoor activities.  Of course, we live in Minnesota so we all know we may not have true 

spring until sometime in May!  But let’s pretend, shall we?   

I’m going to hope for springtime walks in March. Back in the days when I was a runner and would get out 

early in the morning to put in a few miles, this was my time to pray, to plan, to dream and more. Now that my 

life has slowed down to walking I find it even more satisfying because I can also focus on the beauty of 

Creation all around me. 

In my devotions yesterday I came across this paragraph by Thomas H. Green, in his book: “Opening to God” 

and want to share it with you as we continue the theme of self-care. 

“I find it good just to let my gaze wander, without any concern for time and without any attempt to force 
concentration. Gradually one part of the woods catches my attention…and then one tree...and eventually 
one branch on the tree. My scattered thoughts come into focus on a single experience, and then I dive 
deeper and deeper into that one reality (as they say, you can find the whole universe in a blade of grass!). 
Oftentimes the result is that my attention is absorbed by some small flower or leaf at my feet which I had not 
even noticed before...and I am at peace!” 
 
May you be at peace! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Cindy Yanchury, Chaplain 

  

3rd District Convention Committee 

The 2025 District Convention will be held at Forest Lake Post 225.  At this time, no bids to hold the 2026 or 
2027 

Conventions have been submitted to the Convention Committee.  If any post is interested in holding a 
District Convention, please contact Bob Roe H(952-447-5811) (grandpax8@nuveramail.net), Mark Dvorak 
(952-457-2130), or Dave Bode (507-995-4076) and we will get you the information needed to hold 
convention.  If you please leave a message and we will get back to you. 

Bob Roe, Dist. Conv. Chairman    

mailto:grandpax8@nuveramail.net
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Calendar of Events 

Mar 1                           District Family Gathering  St Paul Park Post 98 

Mar 8                           Appreciation Rally                         Chanhassen Post 580 

Apr 5                           Department Cmdr Testimonial      Zimmerman Post 560 

Apr 27                         Joint District Testimonial  Lonsdale Post 586 

May 16-17                   District Convention   Forest Lake Post 225 

 

 

National Convention Endorsements 

Post 45 endorses Mark Dvorak as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 45 endorses Linda Dvorak as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 3 endorses Joe Bares as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappainer as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 1776 endorses Lori Belscher as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 225 endorses Don Skow as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 225 endorses Ashley Venburg as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 225 endorses Amanda Cross as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

Post 96 endorses Don Pankake as a delegate to the 2025 National Convention 

 

 

 

Position Endorsements 

3rd District and Post 45 endorse Linda Dvorak for the position of Dept Commander for 2025-
26 

Post 586 endorses Amy Larsen for the position of District Commander for 2025-26 

Post 95 endorses Jim Entinger for the position of District Vice Commander for 2025-26 

Post 108 endorses Don Hayden for a position on the Third District Finance COmmittee 

 
If you are interested in a position as Commander, Vice Commander or 
Finance Officer for the district, please get your post to endorse you and get 
that endorsement, which should be included in your membership meeting 
minutes, to the Adjutant. 
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Membership Update 

Membership is off to a great start we’re about to enter in to March 2025. We will start feeling a little bit more relief from 
the cold days and the sun comes out longer.  Our membership numbers are growing, so thank you for everyone’s hard 
work.  The renewals are too.  Let’s keep it up.  We currently have 8,492 paid membership in the 3rd district. If each 
one of us were to reach out to veterans we know or just meet and tell them why they should join the Legion our 
membership would grow exponentially.  Below are our current membership numbers.  
 I also want to take a moment to encourage you that to come to a district or department event. Come meet other 
veterans and see what opportunities the Legion holds for you and all veterans. These gatherings are also a great 
place to meet other veterans. 
Amy Larsen 
3rd District Membership Director 

This report is as of February 28, 2025. 
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American Legion Night at the Twins 
 
Department Officers and Staff, District Commanders and Adjutants, Committee Chairs, Baseball and Softball 
Committees, 
  
Please share this with your districts, committees, newsletter editors, other networks. 
  
American Legion Night at Target Field will take place on Wednesday, June 25, at 6:40 p.m. The Minnesota Twins take 
on the Seattle Mariners. Commander Carl Moon will toss out the first pitch. Membership Director Carla Tappainer will 
raise the U.S. flag. 
  
Here is the link for purchasing discount tickets. Save this link in case someone asks you about it: 
https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/American8 
  
If you do need to find it again, there is a page about American Legion Night at Target Field on our department 
website: https://mnlegion.org/american-legion-night-at-target-field/ The FEVO link is a quarter of the way down. 
  
The timing is in late June this year because are hoping to have a large representation of players, parents and coaches 
from Minnesota American Legion Baseball and Softball, as well as Auxiliary, Riders, Sons and the Legion itself. (The 
Twins might even have the players receive a recognition on the field if we get enough to come.) We want to invite 
anyone in the Legion Family or anyone who is part of the Legion’s many youth programs to this game. Nothing is more 
American than baseball/softball and The American Legion. 
 

Candidates Sought for Minnesota American Legion Boys State 

My name is Bob Dolan and I wanted to introduce myself as the Third District Boys State Chairman.  As a past Boys 

State coordinator for Woodbury post 501 I am a firm supporter for this American Legion program. I am a graduate of 

the Boys State program in New York and thoroughly enjoyed my experience.  You are immersed in learning how your 

government works in a classroom and hands on learning environment.  Highlights of the week include political 

speakers, mock trials, campaigning, elections, and announcement of Boys State Governor and State Constitution 

Officers. Past Post 501 Boys State attendees all have come back from their experience raving about the program. In the 

past our Post had young men elected as the Minnesota Lt Government, Minnesota Secretary of State and the Mayor of 

St Paul.  How fabulous. 

This year’s American Legion Boys State will be held June 8-14, 2025 on the campus of St. John’s University in 

Collegeville, Minnesota.   Applicants for Boys State must be juniors in High School, be in the upper class scholastically 

at their school.  

Over the last few years attendance at Boys State has dropped 

dramatically.  If you have local High Schools students that are 

interested and your Post does not have the funds, $350 per 

applicant, to support their attendance let me know.  There are 

Posts in the Third District that have the funds to support, but do 

not have local candidates.  

If your Post is interested in getting involved in the program you 

can find out the detailed information on the Boys State web site at:  http://www.mnboysstate.org/  

If you want to talk to me directly about Boys State you can call me at 703-851-5416 or drop me an email at 

woodburypost501@gmail.com 

https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/American8
https://mnlegion.org/american-legion-night-at-target-field/
http://www.mnboysstate.org/
mailto:woodburypost501@gmail.com
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