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The Commander’s Corner 

 

Fellow Commanders, Adjutants and Membership Directors, 

The MN 3rd District Membership packet pickup is scheduled for June 27 this year.  To make it 

easier, the packets for your post can be picked up at two locations this year.  

 

In the morning, from 9 am to 11:30 am, your post membership packets can be picked up 

in Eagan at the Cedarvale Bowl located at: 

                                          3883 Cedar Lane 

                                           Eagan, MN 55122 

(The packets pickup will be in the basement Banquet Room.) 

  

In the afternoon of June 27, from 1:00 pm to 4 pm, your post membership packets can be picked 

up at the Silver Lake American Legion Post 141  

                                          241 Main Street West 

                                           Silver Lake, MN 55381 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there to meet you and answer your questions you may have.   

 

All the best, 

 

Jim Entinger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/3883+Cedar+Lane+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+Eagan,+MN+55122?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3883+Cedar+Lane+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+Eagan,+MN+55122?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/241+Main+Street+West+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+Silver+Lake,+MN+55381?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/241+Main+Street+West+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+%C2%A0+Silver+Lake,+MN+55381?entry=gmail&source=g
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The Chaplains Corner 

 

June 2026 Chaplain’s Newsletter Article 

 

Writing this article is bittersweet. I am grateful to have served as your chaplain under two Third 

District Commanders.  Thank you Joe Tappainer for inviting me and to Amy Larson for allowing 

me to continue in this role.  I had never served as a district officer before and had no idea what 

the expectations were. Thankfully they fit right into the way I’ve always served as a spiritual 

leader.  The opportunity to lift up each post by name, to pray for the leadership and the 

communities you serve brought a new depth to my personal prayer life, so thank you! 

 

The month of June brings Flag Day, a day we celebrate on June 14th in the United States. It 

commemorates the adoption of the flag of the United States on June 14, 1777, by resolution of 

the Second Continental Congress.  The Flag Resolution stated "That the flag of the thirteen 

United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white 

in a blue field, representing a new constellation."  

 

Flag Day was first proposed in 1861 to rally support for the Union, but it wasn’t until  1916 that 

President Woodrow Wilson issued a presidential proclamation that designated June 14 as Flag 

Day and then on August 3, 1949, National Flag Day was officially established by an act of 

Congress.   

 

This long road to official recognition reminds us that change happens slowly and over time. As I 

read the stories behind the creation of this day, I was blown away by the variety of people and 

places that worked to bring it to bear.  

 

As we stand to honor, as we salute to honor, as we fold it to honor the fallen, may we remember 

to recount what it symbolizes – a more perfect union, a republic within a democracy. May this 

flag stand as an enduring symbol of freedom.  

 

Holy One, ground us in your love, lift us in your grace, hold us in your mercy. May be always be 

a people who stand for freedom, justice and liberty for all. Amen 

 

In gratitude, 

 

Cindy Yanchury 

Third District Chaplain 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_proclamation_(United_States)
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Membership Update 

 
Five Things Minnesota American Legion Members Can Do for America’s 250th Anniversary 

As our nation celebrates 250 years of independence in 2026, American Legion members have a 

unique opportunity to honor our nation’s history, educate future generations, and strengthen our 

communities. Here are five meaningful ways Minnesota Legionnaires can participate: 

 

1. Conduct a Community Flag Education Program 

Partner with local schools, Scout troops, and community organizations to teach proper flag 

etiquette, the history of the American flag, and the meaning of our nation’s symbols. This 

supports the Americanism Pillar while promoting patriotism throughout the community. 

 

2. Honor Local Veterans and Their Stories 

Collect and preserve the stories of local veterans from all eras of service. Consider recording 

interviews, creating displays at local libraries or museums, or publishing articles in community 

newspapers. This helps preserve the legacy of those who served and connects younger 

generations with our nation’s history. 

 

3. Organize a Community Service Project 

Celebrate 250 years of America by giving back. Posts can sponsor park cleanups, food drives, 

veteran home improvement projects, or other community service activities that demonstrate 

continued commitment to serving others. 

 

4. Promote Youth Leadership and Citizenship 

Increase participation in programs such as Boys State, Oratorical Contest, American Legion 

Baseball, and scholarship programs. Encouraging civic engagement among young people helps 

prepare the next generation of leaders and strengthens our democracy. 

 

5. Host a 250th Anniversary Patriotic Celebration 

Work with local governments, schools, churches, and veterans’ organizations to organize a 

community celebration. Activities could include historical presentations, patriotic ceremonies, 

veterans’ recognition events, essay contests, parades, or educational exhibits highlighting 

America’s journey over the past 250 years. 

 

America’s 250th Anniversary is more than a celebration of our past—it is an opportunity to 

inspire future generations and reaffirm our commitment to the principles of freedom, citizenship, 

and service that have guided our nation since 1776. 
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Calendar of Events 

June 27                     Commander’s Testimonial New Prague, MN 

www.mnlegion.org/commanders-testimonial 

 

June 28                     Third District Picnic 

Sponsored by the Third District Legion and held in Glencoe, Minnesota, at Oscar Olson Park. 

Social time begins at 11:00 a.m., and food will be served at noon.  

 

 

July 9 – 11                 Department Convention Willmar, MN 

www.mnlegion.org/department-convention 

 

 

 

http://www.mnlegion.org/commanders-testimonial
http://www.mnlegion.org/department-convention
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National Convention Delegates 

 
1. Amy Larsen 

2. Jim Entinger 

3.  Nathan Olson 

4.  Don Pankake 

5.  Mark Dvorak 

6.  Wayne Beierman 

7.  Cindy Yanchury 

8.  Don Skow 

9. Pat Logan 

National Convention Alternante 
1.  Terry Larsen 

2.  Rod Reifsteck 

3.  Carla Tappainer 

4.  Joe Tappainner 

 

 

Position Endorsements 

 
Post 594 endorses Cindy Yanchury for the position of Department of Minnesota Chaplain for 
2026-2027. 

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappanainer for the position of Department Vice Commander for 
2026-2027. 

Post 3 endorses Joe Bares for the position of Department Sargeant of Arms for 2026-2027.  

 

 

 

District and/or Department Positions 

Have you ever thought about getting more involved at the District or even the 

Department Level of the American Legion?  If so, please talk to Mark Dvorak, Pat 

Logan, Don Skow, Duane Anderson or Don Pankake. 
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Dear American Legion Family Members, 

 

I want to sincerely apologize for missing the District Convention meeting due to an unexpected 
family emergency. I was truly disappointed that I could not attend, as I would have loved the 
opportunity to meet all of you in person and share some of the exciting things happening within 
our Auxiliary. 

 

Our Auxiliary has been incredibly busy this year, and I’m proud to share that we have grown by 
17 new members! We are grateful for the support and enthusiasm that continues to strengthen 
our mission of serving veterans, their families, and our community. 

 

One of our biggest upcoming projects is Hero’s Hub, our brand-new store opening in early 
September. Hero’s Hub will be 100% free to our veterans, providing much-needed items at no 
cost to those who have served our country. We are currently seeking donations of cash or gift 
cards so we can purchase brand-new items for the store and make this project a success. 

 

We are very excited about Hero’s Hub and the positive impact it will have on our veterans. I only 
wish I could have been there to personally show you what we’ve been working toward. 

 

Thank you all for your understanding, support, and dedication to our veterans and Auxiliary 
programs. I hope to meet each of you at a future event. 

 

With Appreciation, 

 

Joni Tikalsky, 

 

New Prague, Mn  

Unit 45 President 

 

jttechniques1@yahoo.com 

 

Our Unit has been so busy and needless to say excited about our project! HERO’S HUB is a 
100% free “Store” that any Veteran is welcomed to come and “Shop” With their DD214 or 
Veterans ID they will be able to come and get basic essential needs and clothing. 

We are aiming to be open September 1st , 2026 with our Open House scheduled for Sep27. We 
hope to see you there! If you are not able to make it and would like to help support our mission 
with a cash donation, we would be very grateful. 

 

mailto:jttechniques1@yahoo.com
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What is happening in the District: 

 

Post 501 Commander Bob Dolan and Vice Commander JoAnne Kramer were invited to speak 
with the 5th-grade students at Woodbury’s Middleton Elementary School, offering an overview of 
Memorial Day and the traditions of our military services. 

The students were attentive, engaged, and asked thoughtful questions throughout the 
presentation. 

The program concluded today with a field trip to the Veterans Memorial, where students had the 
opportunity to tour the site and speak directly with several of our Woodbury American Legion 
veterans. It was a meaningful experience for the students and a valuable opportunity to connect 
them with the legacy of service honored in our community. 
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Here are some of the photos from our Memorial Day event in Woodbury. 

Bob Dolan 

Commander 
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Always Remember to check out additional events and happenings on 

our website: 

Home | American Legion MN Thundering Third District 

 

Also Included is a link to the American Legion Department website: 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota – Veterans strengthening America 

file:///C:/Users/third/Desktop/3rd%20District%20Adjutant/THIRD%20DISTRICT%202025-26/Newsletter/May%202026/May%202026.docx
file:///C:/Users/third/Desktop/3rd%20District%20Adjutant/THIRD%20DISTRICT%202025-26/Newsletter/May%202026/May%202026.docx
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Membership Reports 
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