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The Commanders Corner 

Thundering Third,  

This year, I am so proud to be a member of the American Legion.  I know many posts are 

struggling but I am continually amazed at how veterans will come together through adversity 

to continue service the community and country.  

 

My project this year has shown me how important it is to ensure Veterans have dental care. 

When veterans are in such need that they are willing to drive 3 hours to see a dentist.  The 

veterans attending the clinics range from just starting out in their military careers to Korean 

War era veteran.  The smiles on their faces when they leave the dentist made my heart 

grow.  

 

As a legionnaire, I get the great honor to “serve God and my country,” a promise I made in 

first grade.   

  

 

The Chaplains Corner 

December 2025 

 

Greeting Thundering Third! As we enter into the month of December we see before 

and around us the usual glad tidings of the holiday season. We’ve spent that last 

Thursday in November remembering and giving thanks for all of the blessings in our 

lives. With gratitude we look back, we look around and we look within. 

 

Now we continue into what I often hear spoken of as “the busy holiday season.” 

Perhaps now is a good time to take a look what makes this season so busy. And does 

it need to be. 

 

Yes, there are many places we could be, concerts to attend, parties and more. But 

when we reflect on the season and look at the various religious and secular traditions 
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of this time of year one thing shines through (no pun intended!). All are about 

centering on the coming of light. Below is a list of just three of them. 

 

Jewish: Hanukkah – December 15 

Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, commemorates the rededication of the Second 

Temple in Jerusalem and the miracle of the oil that lasted eight days. Jewish families 

celebrate with menorah lighting, prayers, traditional foods, and games. 

 

Longest Night – December 21 

Longest Night celebrations mark the winter solstice, celebrating the return of the sun 

and the lengthening of days. It is observed with feasts, candle lighting, and rituals that 

honor nature’s cycles and the rebirth of light. 

 

Christian: Christmas – December 25 

Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, observed by Christians worldwide as a 

day of joy, worship, and the coming of the Light of the world. Traditions include church 

services, gift-giving, and feasts, reflecting on themes of love and hope. 

 

Perhaps now is a good time to reflect on what it is that “lights up your life” as slowly 

we will move to the lengthening of the days and the ways in which each of us has the 

power within us to lighten another’s load and offer the light via a smile, hug, or some 

other small kindness. Today is a good day to be a shining light! 

 

Holy One, centering yourself as you do in the season as the bringer and bearer of 

light, may we pause amidst all that keeps us busy to reflect that light wherever we go. 

Amen 

 

P.S. I really hope to meet as many of you on December 6 for the Pearl Harbor Rally in 

Buffalo – be sure to say hi! 

 

Blessings, 

Chaplain Cindy Yanchury 
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SAL UPDATE 
 

Greetings Third District Sons of the American Legion,  

 

First, I would like to apologize for not writing to you sooner because we have been going 

through a lot of communication issues which have been resolved since.  

 

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Gregg Wilwert and I proud to represent the Third 

District Sons of the American Legion as your Commander. I have been a member for a 

number of years and have served as the Squadron Commander for Squad 98 in Saint Paul 

Park for the last 4 years and as a Vice Commander with the district for the past 2 years.  

 

The Sons of the American Legion is growing and growing fast with over 400,000 members 

nationwide. As for the Thundering Third we have seen our numbers growing as well. AS of 

right now we are holding second place for the most members reported in the District. As you 

may have noticed the Vice Commanders have been going around to your squadrons 

introducing themselves and getting to know you. Communication is big. So please if you 

have any events or meeting information please feel free to contact your Vice Commanders 

so we can keep a great open line of communication.  

 

My Commander’s Project this year is The Activity Fund for the Hastings Veterans Home. 

This is designed to give funds for the Veterans themselves to do all kinds of activities in 

which the Vets Home cannot fund, such as movie theater night, plays, fishing trips, ext. I 

have been working closely with the coordinator at the Vets home with lots of activities in 

which they need help with that does not get covered by government funding. And YES, your 

post gambling funds can support this great cause. So please spread the word.   

 

I look forward to meeting you all along this journey and wish you all well with all your 

squadrons.  

Until next time,  

Third District Commander  

Gregg Wilwert  
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Membership Update 

 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving, and Merry Christmas to all this holiday season! 

 

Over the next couple of weeks, if you haven’t already, please take some time to brainstorm 

ways we can help the district reach first place in the district membership race and the 

premier race, as well as maintain our department’s outstanding national standing. Thank you 

all for your continued hard work. I look forward to seeing everyone in Buffalo on Saturday. 

 

A reminder that Resolution 13 calls for Legion Family members to wear a Be the One item 

on the first day of every month to show their commitment to reducing the stigma surrounding 

mental health issues among veterans and servicemembers. It’s also a way to start 

conversations about what Be the One is and how each of us can help save the life of a 

veteran. And remember—during December and throughout the holiday season, you are 

encouraged to do this every day. 

 

The Department Membership Director will soon be announcing a new membership incentive 

plan focused on recruiting new members. This incentive will include a baseball-themed 

reward. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone in Buffalo on December 6th. You can register online. 

 

And remember—on December 13th… GO NAVY, BEAT ARMY!  

 

Department of Minnesota Membership Director 

 



 

 

6 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7 
 

Membership with Retention: 
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Calendar of Events 

Dec. 6                        Pearl Harbor Rally Buffalo, MN  

 https://mnlegion.org/pearl-harbor-rally/      

       

Dec. 25                      Christmas Day    

Jan. 24                      3rd District Mid-Winter conference Lonsdale, MN 

 
 
 

Position Endorsements 

Post 594 endorses Cindy Yanchury for the position of Department of Minnesota Chaplain for 
2026-2027. 

endorses Mark Dvorak to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 594 endorses Wayne Beierman for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 
2026-2027. 

Post 594 endorses Mark Doble for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-
2027. 

Post 594 endorses Barrett Kirchenwitz for the position of Finance Officer Third District for 
2026-2027. 

Post 95 endorses Jim Entinger for the position of Third District Commander for 2026-2027. 

Post 45 Post 96 endorses Tim Swan for the position of 3rd District Vice Commander for 
2026-2027.  

 

  

 

What’s Happening in the District 

 

Diane Jankowski scheduled the District Oratorical Contest for 7 February 

2026 at the St. Paul Park American Legion. 

We would love to have a lot of volunteers, as well as students participating in the 

contest.  

 Attached are the forms and the information needed for students to participate in 

the contest. 

https://mnlegion.org/pearl-harbor-rally/
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If your Post has a special upcoming or past event that you would like to share with the 

District, please share any details with a District Officer or send them via email to: 

third.district.adjutant@gmail.com.  
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Always Remember to check out additional events and happenings on our website: 

Home | American Legion MN Thundering Third District 

 

Also Included is a link to the American Legion Department website: 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota – Veterans strengthening America 

 

 

 

 

 

District and/or Department Positions 

Have you ever thought about getting more involved at the District or even the Department 

Level of the American Legion?  If so, please talk to Mark Dvorak, Pat Logan, Don Skow, Don 

Pankake or Duane Anderson. 

They can help you understand the various positions and how to move to the next level of 

leadership. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.mnthunderingthird.org/
https://mnlegion.org/

