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Can Do! 



If bylaws need to be amended 
or changed it is essential to fol-
low channels already in place 
that are set up in the bylaws. It 
is up to the Executive Board 
and the Post Body which ap-
proves any changes in the 
amendments. 
When questions or challenges 
arise, and uncertainties occur, 
it is essential to seek guidance 
about the interpretation of the 
bylaws. Members can always 
ask for clarification from the 
Post Commander, District Vice 
Commander, and District Com-
mander.  
In summary, by following the 
bylaws of the American Legion, 
each Post can insure that their 
local organization operates 
easily, transparently, and fol-
lowing the mission of each 
Post. 
Keep up the Can Do Attitude, 
 
Rod Reifsteck 
3rd District Commander 

the time to read and un-
derstand them. This could 
be done as prescribed by 
the Executive Board.The 
main criteria outlined by the 
bylaws will help maintain 
following procedures. As 
questions arise concerning 
election of officers, the by-
laws clearly describe their 
roles and responsibilities, 
along with a multitude of 
other answers. 
Meetings should be con-
ducted following the rules 
and procedures, including 
using Robert's Rules of Or-
der, like how meetings are 
called and business is con-
ducted, as well as how deci-
sions are made. 
As financial discussions 
take place a protocol should 
be written and adhered to in 
the guidelines of the bylaws, 
which may include budget-
ing, reporting, clarifications, 
and auditing procedures.  

The Commanders Corner 
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 To the Thundering Third Dis-
trict, this spring has given me 
time to think back to the ba-
sics of why we follow bylaws. 
The bylaws of the American 
Legion are crucial for main-
taining the integrity and the 
effectiveness of any organiza-
tion. The purpose of bylaws 
are to govern its operations, 
activities, and procedures. By-
laws can cover officer duties, 
meeting procedures, and 
membership eligibility. Each 
Post should have their own 
set of bylaws. Once approved 
by the general membership 
the bylaws should be dated 
and signed by the Post Com-
mander and Adjunct, a copy 
then should be sent to Mike 
Maxa, our Department Adju-
tant at mmaxa@mnlegion.org. 
We should familiarize our-
selves with the bylaws annual-
ly. It is important as issues 
arise in different Posts that all 
members of the Posts take 

 

District and/or Department Positions 

Have you ever thought about getting more involved at the District or even Department 
Level of the American Legion.  If so, please talk to Mark Dvorak, Pat Logan, Don 
Skow or Duane Anderson. 
They can help you understand the various positions and how to move to that next 
level of leadership. 

mailto:mmaxa@mnlegion.org
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The Chaplains Corner 
 May, the month of honor and remembrance for the U.S. Armed Forces family.  May 1 starts us off with 

Silver Star Banner Day.  Per a Congressional resolution this day not only recognizes those who have been 

awarded the Silver Star Medal and their families but also the sacrifices of the ill, wounded, and dying ser-

vice personnel who serve(d) in our military.  

The first Thursday of the month is National Prayer Day.  Many exercise this Constitutional right publicly 

by gathering together in prayer.  Prayer is an active activity recognizing a force beyond our control to in-

tervene on our behalf.  Prayer remains a sacred practice transcending our limits.  

The 8th is V-E Day.  In 1945 the world exhaled relief of no more catastrophic, traumatic, atrocious and 

horrific systematic governmental policies, practices and laws upon human beings deemed unfit by other 

human beings deemed better. I still shutter that we have yet to practice grace, mercy, forgiveness to one 

another. Governmental laws are to protect citizens so we can all live together peacefully.     

May 10 is Military Spouse Appreciation Day for it isn’t only the contracted individual who serves our 

country to defend us from enemies, foreign or domestic, but also the spouses, children and parents.   

On May 13, we observe Children of Fallen Patriots Day.  The possible future of so many who now must 

live in the reality of a parent death in service to our country should cause all of us to stop what we normal-

ly do on that day and vow to be a support for our future.   

The month continues in recognizing sacrificial service for us all during Armed Forces Week: May 11-18th 

with Armed Forces Day on the 18th.  

The month of solemn and grateful recognition ends on the 27th with Memorial Day.  Those who died in 

service to our country will be observed by all our Posts with our Honor Guards marching in parades and at 

the cemetery’s.  Thankful for those who serve in this way.  They are busy year-round bringing awareness 

of our military. Our Honor Guard observes this as a Holy Day as they show up  and others observe a Holi-

day.  

God, we bow our heads this month in private, in community, together, remembering all who have served 
us for the greater good.  May we be men and women who appreciate the gifts of freedom, economy and 
privilege afforded us.  May we hear your voice in our hearts each day to not trivialize, forget or negate 

that duty in service for the better of us all hones us by scratching off selfishness, ego, jealousy, hatred to 
reveal compassion, graceful and merciful people which is Your power.  Amen.  – Chp Adelsman  

Open Committee Positions 

We have the following committee positions open for the upcoming year. If you are interested 

please contact Joe Tappainer at 612-770-5124 

Scouts     Legion RIders 
Boys State     Oratorical 
Children & Youth   Rehabilitation 
Employment 
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Position Endorsements 
Post 1776 endorses Joe Tappainer for the Position of District Commander 2024-25 

Post 3 endorses Joe Bares for District Vice Commander 2024-25 

Post 1776 endorses Marissa Lacourt District Vice Commander 2024-25 

Post 225 endorses Mary Jo York for District Finance Officer 2024-25 

Post 225 endorses Don Skow for Department Vice Commander 2024-25 

Post 95 endorses Jim Entinger for District Vice Commander 2024-25 

Post 594 endorses Wayne Beierman for District Vice Commander 2024-25 

Post 45 endorses Randy Fierst for Finance Committee for 2024-25 

Post 184 endorses Kelley Adelsman for Department Chaplain for 2024-25 

 

National Convention Endorsements 

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappainer as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 1776 endorses Joe Tappainer as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 3 endorses Joe Bares as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 45 endorses Linda Dvorak as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 45 endorses Mark Dvorak as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 1776 endorses Marissa Lacourt as a delegate  to the National Convention 2024 

Post 96 endorses David Heidebrink as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 96 endorses Donald Pankake as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 225 endorses Don Skow as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 225 endorses Mary Jo York as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 225 endorses Dean Lando as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 225 endorses Ashley Venburg as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 311 endorses Tom McBroom as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 311 endorses Mike Kauss as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 184 endorses Kelley Adlesman as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 491 endorses Pat Logan as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 586 endorses Amy Larsen as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 

Post 47 endorses Chris Anderson as a delegate to the National Convention 2024 
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CALENDAR OF EVENT 

May 17-18   3rd District Convention   New Prague Post 45 

Jun 8    3rd District Cmdrs /Pres Testimonial    Le Center Post 108 

Jun 22   Dept Commanders Testimonial  Montgomery Post 79 

July 10-13   Dept Convention    Willmar 

Aug 23-29   National Convention   New Orleans 

*Denotes Change 

3
rd

 District Convention Committee 

The 2024 District Convention will be held at New Prague Post 45.  At this time, no 
bids to hold the 2025 or 2026 Conventions have been submitted to the Convention 
Committee.  If any post is interested in holding a District Convention, please con-
tact Bob Roe H(952-447-5811) (grandpax8@nuveramail.net), Mark Dvorak (952-
457-2130), or Dave Bode (507-995-4076) and we will get you the information 
needed to hold convention.  If you please leave a message and we will get back to 
you. 
Bob Roe, Dist. Conv. Chairman     

MeGreetings Thundering Third, CAN DO!!! 

As of April 25th, the Third District is at 97.76% and we are in 1st place in Department Membership and 

3rd in the 2024 Premier Race.  We are .01 % point ahead of the 6th district.  Keep the memberships flowing 

into Department and Mylegion, Can Do.  So far, we have had 147 HQ transfers which puts us in 1st place.  

You should do follow up buddy checks on all members during this time.   Continue to bring in new mem-

bers. So far, the district has added 256 brand new members, and we are in 2nd place.  Anyone who did not 

renew in 2023 but does so for 2024 is also considered a ‘New Member’.  The next target date is May 15th so 

please send in your transmittals early and often.  We have 28 posts in the district at goal and 14 posts over 

95%.  We are coming up to District and Department conventions, the 100% goal is May 15th.  Can Do. The 

multi-year membership is now available for all members that have already renewed for 2024 (as of Dec 

4).  I highly encourage any member that has paid their 2024 dues as of Dec 4, 2023, to take advantage of 

this program.  You can pay now for 2025, 2026 and 2027 at the current dues rate and not be subject to the 

dues increase coming in July for those three years. In order to participate, you need to renew your member-

ship online at mylegion.org/renew.  You will need your email address and membership ID# to register. 

 Wishing you all a wonderful Spring Season!!!! If you have any questions, please contact your Vice Com-

mander or me.   

Terry Larson    

Still Serving 

mailto:grandpax8@nuveramail.net
http://mylegion.org/renew
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  THIRD DISTRICT AMERICAN LEGION, AUXILIARY AND SONS OF THE AMERICAN 

LEGION CONVENTION FOR 2024 

MAY 17 & 18, 2024 

American Legion Post # ____________  Auxiliary Unit # _________ SAL Squadron    

Registration Fee is $10.00 per person before May 1st, and $12.00 per person after May 1st, 2024. 

Name (Please Print)  Circle One: 

L=Legion 

A=Auxiliary, 

One: 

L=Legion 

SAL=SAL 

Circle One:  

D=Delegate, A=Alternate, 

DAL=Delegate at Large 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

  L / A / SAL D / A / DAL 

Each registrant MUST complete a credentials document prior to check in at the appropriate 

registration table. 

 

Registration Information 

Date Time Location 

Friday, May 17th 4:00 - 7:00 PM Post 45 

Saturday, May 18th 7:00 AM – 11:00 AM Post 45 

 

Banquet Meal: To Be Determined 

 

PLEASE: Register in advance for the banquet to allow us to order the appropriate amount of food. 

There will be minimal additional dinner tickets to purchase at registration - first come, first served. 

Tickets are non-refundable.  Cost of dinner - $22.00 in advance, $27.00 at registration. 

 

Name: _____________________________________ Number of Dinner Tickets:    

 

 

Mail Completed form with check to: 

New Prague American Legion Post 45 

Attn:  Third District Convention 

PO Box 113 

New Prague MN 56071 

 




