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Volume 12 Issue 4 

The Commander's Corner 

It’s November; Thanksgiving is almost here, and so is winter—like it or not. 

November 11th is Veterans Day. As members of the Legion Family, at one time or another, we 

have attended, taken part in, or even helped plan a Veterans Day event. This year, like every 

year, I ask everyone to remember that it is our responsibility as Legionnaires to say thank you, 

honor, and support all those who are serving and who have served our country. 

There are approximately 250 Minnesota National Guard members who are now deployed to the 

Middle East. Let us keep them and their families in our prayers. 

I hope to see all of you—Legion, Auxiliary, SAL, and Riders—at the Fall Family Gathering at 

Pine Island Post 184 on November 7th. 

Jim Entinger 

3rd District Commander 

 

Membership Update 

Hello, Thundering Third Legion Family! 
 
Happy Halloween! As I write this on the eve of Halloween, I want to wish everyone a safe and 
enjoyable Halloween! 
 
As we head into November, I want to start by wishing all my fellow veterans a Happy Veterans 
Day! Thank you for your service, your sacrifices, and your continued dedication to our 
communities and fellow veterans. 
 
You all know that I spend a lot of time talking about recruiting new members, renewing our 
existing members, and strengthening our Posts. I also encourage everyone to brag about the 
great things your Post does for veterans, our youth, and your community. These are the things 
that make The American Legion strong and demonstrate our commitment to our Four Pillars. 
 
But this month, I want to ask everyone to shift their focus for a couple of days. 
 
Veterans Day Is a Time for Buddy Checks! 
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In May 2019, the National Executive Committee passed a resolution calling for all American 
Legion Posts to conduct Buddy Checks at least twice a year: once around The American 
Legion’s birthday on March 15 and again around Veterans Day on November 11. 
 
With Veterans Day approaching, I am asking every Post in our Thundering Third District to take 
a couple of days away from focusing on membership numbers and concentrate on checking 
in with our fellow veterans. 
 
Especially remember our older veterans, those who live alone, those who may be struggling, 
and those we haven’t seen or heard from in a while. 
 
A Buddy Check doesn’t have to be complicated. Sometimes all it takes is a phone call, a knock 
on the door, or a few minutes of conversation. 
 
Ask them: 
  How are you doing? 
  Is there anything you need help with? 
  Is there anything our Post can do for you? 
  Would you like someone to stop by and visit? 
 
And remember, Buddy Checks aren’t just for American Legion members! Reach out to 
veterans in your community who may not belong to our organization. We should also remember 
our military families, surviving spouses, and others who could use a friendly call or visit. 
 
This isn’t about asking someone to renew their membership or join our Post. This is about 
letting them know that someone cares and that they have not been forgotten. 
 
I am including a link to the National American Legion Buddy Check information and resources 
to help your Post get started. 
 
National American Legion Buddy Check Resources: 
https://www.legion.org/information-center/calendar/buddy-checks 
 
Let’s Make a Difference This Veterans Day! 
 
I challenge every Post in District 3 to make Buddy Checks a priority around November 11. Get 
your officers and members involved. Divide up your contact lists, make some calls, and check 
on those veterans who might need a little extra attention. 
 
You never know what a simple phone call or visit might mean to someone. It could make their 
day, and it might make a bigger difference than you realize. 
 
Membership is important, but caring for our fellow veterans is why we are here in the first 
place! 
 
Thank you for everything you do for your Post, your community, and our veterans. 

https://www.legion.org/information-center/calendar/buddy-checks
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Veterans Serving Veterans! 
 
Joseph E. Bares 
The American Legion 
Department of Minnesota Sergeant-at-Arms 
District 3 Membership Director

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Nov 6 & 13  Free Dental Clinic for Veterans Rochester, MN 
Call for Limited Appointments (507) 280-3169 

 

Nov 7              Fall Family Gathering       Pine Island, MN 
Flyer included 

 

Nov 10           Marine Corps Birthday 
 

Nov 11         Veteran’s Day 

 

Nov 13           Marine Corps Ball            Savage, MN 
Flyer included 

 

Nov 14  Membership Phone Call Event Shakopee, MN 

 

Nov 20   Beer, Wine, and Bourbon  New Prague, MN 
Call Joni for Tickets 952-200-0206 and also available at the door. 

 

Jan 16           Mid-Winter Conference        Eagan, MN 
Flyer included 
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2026 – 2027 Mid-Winter Conference 

January 16, 2027 

9:30am to 3pm 

Eagan Community Center 

1501 Central Parkway 

Eagan, MN 55121 

Registration and Lunch $25 

To Register: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2027-3rd-district-mid-

winter 

Or mail a check to: 

Daniel R. Olen American Legion Post 594 

3145 Lexington Ave So 

P.O. Box 211488 

Eagan, MN 55121 

Questions? Please contact: 

Mark Doble 

952-393-7609 or commanderpost594 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2027-3rd-district-mid-winter
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2027-3rd-district-mid-winter
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What is happening in the District: 
 
Here is a picture with a couple of our Apple Valley Post 1776 Legionnaires with Jessica Lynch.  
Jessica was our guest speaker at the Department Fall Conference and provided us with a truly 
inspirational message. 

 

 

Please send any upcoming events, or past events you are willing to share with the District.  We 

always enjoy hearing good news. 
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 Scouting America Update: Military Families 
Support Fund 

Scouting America has launched the Military Families Support Fund, waiving the $85 national 

youth registration fee for children of Active-Duty military, Reserve, National Guard, and Gold 

Star families. 

Here is the impact so far: 

13,110+ waiver requests received in just the first four months. 

7,000+ Scouts actively participating across 290 Packs, Troops, and Crews on military 

installations worldwide. 

As fall membership grows, you can help support military families or learn more by visiting 

give.scouting.org/a/support-military-families. 

 

 Volunteer Opportunity: Scouting Chairperson 

Our district is currently looking for a passionate volunteer to step into the role of Scouting 

Chairperson! 

This is a fantastic opportunity to guide local youth, support family programs, and make a lasting 

impact in our community. If you love Scouting and want to help lead our district's efforts, please 

reach out to us for more details! 

(Special thanks to Cindy Yanchury for sharing this update!) 

 

 

 

http://give.scouting.org/a/support-military-families
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For those living in LeSueur County here is the 
contact information of the new Veterans Service 
Officer. 

 

 

 

 

District and Department Positions 

Have you ever thought about getting more involved at the District or Department level of The 

American Legion? If so, please talk to District leadership.  
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Always Remember to check out additional events and happenings on 

our website: 

Home | American Legion MN Thundering Third District 

 

Also Included is a link to the American Legion Department website: 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota – Veterans strengthening America 

 

 

 

 

Position Endorsements 

 
Post 594 endorses Wayne Beierman for the position of Third District Commander for 2027-
2028. 

Post 594 endorses Barrett Kirchenwitz for the position of Third District Finance Officer for 2027-
2028. 

 

 

National Convention Endorsements 

 
Post 3 endorses Joe Bares to attend the National Convention for 2027 in Kansas City, MO. 

Post 45 endorses Mark Dvorak to attend the National Convention for 2027 in Kansas City, MO. 
Post 45 endorses Mark Dvorak to attend the National Convention for 2027 in Kansas City, MO. 

Post 594 endorses Mark Doble to attend the National Convention for 2027 in Kansas City, MO. 

 

file:///C:/Users/third/Desktop/3rd%20District%20Adjutant/THIRD%20DISTRICT%202025-26/Newsletter/May%202026/May%202026.docx
file:///C:/Users/third/Desktop/3rd%20District%20Adjutant/THIRD%20DISTRICT%202025-26/Newsletter/May%202026/May%202026.docx
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Membership Reports 
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Here is a copy of the No Cost to You benefit 
arranged by our American Legion Department 
and being promoted to the all of the American 
Legion Family: 

 

For God and Country 
The American Legion Thundering Third District 
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