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The Commanders Corner 

Thundering Third, well we all made it to 2026.   

 

  Now for this New Year, I hope it brings you kindness, respect, calm mind and prosperity in all that you do.  I 

believe that everyone is important and that our impact on this world will continue to show for generations.  

 

   In this New Year, I ask you to reflect on yourself and the impact you make on so many people lives. I know 

some of you are like me and question if anything you do really makes a difference.  It does, even just 

sharing a smile with someone can be contagious. That smile could be the one thing someone needs to 

change their either day around because now that feel like they were seen.  

 

  As Members of the American Legion, we are look at as Mentors to so many.  Mentorship is hard because 

we develop a personal relationship that grows and changes over time.  One thing many mentors struggle 

with, is that as the person we have been guiding starts down their own path, it may not be our way of doing 

things.  We need to see past the but we have always done it that way before.  That doesn’t mean how we 

have done in the past is wrong but it does mean how we doing it going forward might need to change.  We 

need to respect how things were done in the past but also see how things can adapt and grow towards the 

future. We need to show understanding and support even when things are run a little different.  I ask those 

who are on both ends of this to take a moment and reflect find patience, understand and common ground. 

 

I look forward to the 2026 year.  Please feel free to reach out to me. 

 

Amy Larsen 

Thundering Third Commander 

612-306-4438   

 

The Chaplains Corner 

Happy and Blessed New Year Thundering Third District!   

As I was pondering what to write about to start this new year off, I really struggled with finding a topic. It seemed so 

too predictable to write about resolutions again this year (as I’m sure you’ve reread that article so many times now you 

have it memorized 😊   JK as the kids say. 
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And then as these things go I was working on a presentation for another organization using stars as a theme.  What 

popped in my head was curiosity about using stars for navigation.  So, I began to read and research and watch way 

too many You-Tube videos. 

What I found was there’s evidence pointing to the Babylonians using the stars as far back as 1000 BCE and the 

evidence for Polynesians using the stars goes back even further.  Up until 2006 the U.S. Navy still taught celestial 

navigation as it’s called.  With the advent of GPS, it was considered outdated until the realization hit that what if the 

satellites fail or a terrorist act takes them out?  In 2016 the navy went back to teaching it – sextants and all. 

Then I reflected on how about 2000 and some years ago some very wise folks from the east used a bright and brilliant 

light to guide them to a cave in Bethlehem.  Follow the star was there only guidance and yet it worked and they were 

successful in finding that small child they were searching for.  

Which leads to that presentation I was working on about stars. With the theme of Star WORDS – notice the play on 

words there – I invite people to read through a list of words and spend time with them.  Instead of writing resolutions 

that seem to go by the wayside by mid-January – what if we took time to choose a word or two to be our Guiding Star 

for the year ahead.   

Now I invite you to look over this much shorter list of words and choose one or two. What will be your guide in the year 

ahead? Where do you want 2026 to take you? Who will walk with you? How will you make this word the center of your 

day – perhaps with your morning coffee and devotions or evening reflection at days end?  

Star Words 

 Joy     Journey   Wonder  

Rest     Mercy    Beloved   

Compassion   Hope    Grace      

Connection    Hospitality   Peace 

Comfort    Creativity   Discernment 

Zeal    Appreciation  Pray 

Clarity   Listen    Vision 

Patience   Empathy   Be 

This list of “star” words is not complete – it never will be.  

What it is, is a starting point.  

A place to begin your journey into this new year 

Blessings!  Chaplain Cindy Yanchury 
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SAL UPDATE 
No report this month. 

 
Membership Update 

Here is the membership report as of January 1, 2026. 

Each District had several Posts reach 100% membership—some smaller Posts and several larger ones as 
well. Outstanding work!  

As of December 28, we are 2nd place nationally, right behind South Dakota. Great job! We are only 1.07% 
out of first place, so keep up the momentum. We are just 338 members behind last year. 

Please continue pushing renewals, as they will significantly improve our retention rate. We are currently 
at 80.56% retention, and my goal is for the Department to reach 95%. Keep working hard—we can get 
there! 

Once again, please pass along the new member membership challenge: 

Below is the information for my New Year’s Membership Challenge, running from January 1, 2025, 
through March 1, 2025. 

Challenge Details: 

• To qualify, you must sign up a minimum of three (3) new members during the challenge period. 
• The top four (4) recruiters with the highest number of new members will each receive: 

o Two (2) box-seat tickets to the 
St. Paul Saints – Department of Minnesota American Legion Night 

o Friday, May 22 
o Each ticket includes free food and refreshments 

Important: 
Only new members signed up between January 1, 2025, and March 1, 2025, will count toward this 
challenge. 

So please—get out there and sign-up new members! 

Thank you for everything you do, and let’s keep this momentum going into the new year 

Calendar of Events 

Jan. 1                        New Year’s Day    

Jan. 24                      3rd District Mid-Winter conference Lonsdale, MN 

Jan. 31                      Joint Rally 1st & 3rd District Faribault, MN 

Mar. 14                      Appreciation Rally  Bloomington, MN 
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May 15 – 16              3rd District Convention  New Prague, MN 

June 27                     Commander’s Testimonial New Prague, MN 

July 9 – 11                 Department Convention Willmar, MN  

 
 
 

Position Endorsements 
Post 594 endorses Cindy Yanchury for the position of Department of Minnesota Chaplain for 2026-2027. 

Post 45 endorses Mark Dvorak to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 594 endorses Wayne Beierman for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-2027. 

Post 594 endorses Mark Doble for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-2027. 

Post 594 endorses Barrett Kirchenwitz for the position of Finance Officer Third District for 2026-2027. 

Post 95 endorses Jim Entinger for the position of Third District Commander for 2026-2027. 

Post 96 endorses Tim Swan for the position of 3rd District Vice Commander for 2026-2027.  

Post 1776 endorses Joe Tappanainer to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappanainer to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappanainer for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-2027. 

 

  

What’s Happening in the District 

 

We have two open committee seats available and we are looking to fill both positions 

immediately. 

One open seat on the finance committee and one open seat on the convention committee. If 

anyone is interested, please contact Commander Amy at 612-306-4438. 

 

Diane Jankowski scheduled the District Oratorical Contest for 7 February 2026 at the 

St. Paul Park American Legion. 

We would love to have a lot of volunteers, as well as students participating in the 

contest. Please reach to any District Officers with any interest. 

 

Lonsdale has completed its three-year term for hosting Mid-Winter and it is time to 

start thinking about who wants to host it beginning next year. 
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Former Woodbury Post 501 Commander Tom Grezek and Post member Dale Johnson 
manning the Wall of Thanks table.  The Wall of Thanks is an annual event to raise 

money for local charities and to honor veterans or members currently serving in the 
military. 

 

 

 

 

Below is the Registration form for the upcoming Mid-Winter Conference 

being held at the American Legion Post 586 in Lonsdale MN on Saturday, 

January 24, 2026.  
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Third District Mid-Winter Conference 2026 Official 

Pre-Registration 

The 2026 Third District Mid-Winter Conference will take place at 

Post 586, Lonsdale American Legion, located at 115 – 2nd Ave. NW, 

Lonsdale, MN 55046. The venue is one block north of the Veteran’s 

Memorial on Main Street. The conference is scheduled for Saturday, 

January 24, 2026, and will Start at 9:30 AM. 

This conference is open to all members of the Third District Family. 

The morning session will begin with a joint gathering. 

Guest speaker Boima Freeman from the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce will address the conference. He will provide valuable 

insights into fraud and prevention. 

To register for the conference, please complete the official pre-

registration form. Only one registration blank should be submitted 

per person. 

Mail completed forms to: 

American Legion Post 586 

Attn: 3rd District Mid-Winter Conference 

PO Box 66 

Lonsdale, MN 55963 

Phone: 507-744-2387 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Checks for lunch should be payable to American Legion Post 586 

Conference. 

We would appreciate receiving your registration by January 12, 

2026. However, walk-ins are certainly welcome. 

• Lunch cost is $15.00  

 

• POST_______ UNIT ________     SQUAD#______ 

Name: _______________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________ 

City: ________________ State: ______ Zip:_______________ 

Phone Number: ________________________ 

Email Adress: ________________________________ 

• One registration blank per person  
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Always Remember to check out additional events and happenings on our website: 

Home | American Legion MN Thundering Third District 

 

Also Included is a link to the American Legion Department website: 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota – Veterans strengthening America  

https://www.mnthunderingthird.org/
https://mnlegion.org/

