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The Commander’s Corner 

 Fellow Legionnaires and Legion Family, 

 

As we approach election season, our posts are once again looking for leaders to step forward 

and serve our communities, our fellow veterans, and our nation through the American Legion. 

 

Too often, I hear members say: 

“I’m not smart enough.” 

“I don’t speak well” 

“I’m not educated enough.” 

“I’d rather just follow—it’s too much work.” 

 

Let me assure you—none of that disqualifies you. 

 

Some of the most capable and successful people, I know don’t hold advanced degrees. What 

they do have is dedication, work ethic, and a passion for serving others. That’s what truly 

matters in leadership. 

 

You don’t need a college degree to serve in the American Legion. You need a desire to help, a 

willingness to learn, and a commitment to your community. 

 

And you won’t be doing it alone. 

 

There are many resources available to support you: 

• District and Department of Minnesota events 

• A strong training committee 

• Experienced past commanders 

• Fellow Legionnaires ready to lend a hand 

 

If you ever feel overwhelmed, reach out. Support exists at every level—from your local post to 

the district and beyond. 

 

Personally, I never imagined I would serve as a Post Commander, let alone at the District 

commander. Yet here I am, nearing the end of my year, grateful for the opportunity. Along the 
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way, I’ve met incredible people, visited outstanding posts, and gained invaluable knowledge. I’ve 

also learned that support is always there when you ask for it. 

 

We may not always agree, and we don’t have to. But we share a common mission: supporting 

veterans, their families, our communities, and our nation. That shared purpose allows us to 

move past differences and work together effectively. 

 

As elections draw near, I encourage you to consider stepping up. Put your name forward. Take 

that chance. 

 

You might surprise yourself. 

 

Answer the call. Lead with purpose. Serve with pride. 

 

 

Also, April 10th is the joint testimonial. (A party celebrating this year’s Commander, Auxiliary 

President and the Sons of American Legion Commander). We want everyone to come have a 

good night out. The cost is $20. It will be held at Savage American Legion, social hour starts at 6 

pm.  Just call me at 612-306-4438. Let me know you’re coming.  Once again all are welcome. 

 

Thundering Third Commander, 

Amy Larsen 

 

 

 

The Chaplains Corner 

 

April 2026 

Good day to you Thundering Third ALF!  Today as I write this it is sunny and warm and I was so 

looking forward to getting my patio furniture uncovered and arranged until I saw snow is 

predicted for later this week.  <sigh> So it goes in Minnesota, disappointment arises.  

 

What I’ve not been disappointed in is your response to sending me the Children and Youth 

Reports. When Commander Amy asked me to serve as your chairperson for this committee, I 

really wasn’t aware of what that would mean.  As your chaplain it feels as though this is a 

perfect connection, but maybe that’s because 40 years ago I got my start as a church volunteer 

when I said “yes” to teaching Sunday School and then when I began volunteering as the art 

awareness person at my children’s elementary school. 
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What I found with both of those experiences was a deep hunger in so many, many children for 

connection, for adults who would listen and care about them.  Research has shown that kids 

really do need at least three adults in their life who care about them and we don’t “have” to.  

 

The American Legion Family is in a unique position to be those adults.  We have books, 

resources, funding and time to spend with our kids in school, so my encouragement for you 

today and moving forward is to find the time, the space and the desire to meet the needs that we 

know are out there.   

 

Need a way to get started?  One thing we’ve done at my local post is to purchase copies of the 

book “America’s White Table” for any local elementary school that wants one or more.   

 

Answering the call, filling a need, connecting to community – it’s who we are and what we do! 

 

Holy One, in this season of change, as winter gives way to spring and New Life may we be filled 

with renewed energy to make changes where needed and a new way of moving forward in life.  

Amen 

 

Chaplain Cindy Yanchury 

 

 

 

SAL UPDATE 

No report this month 

 
 

Membership Update 

 
Hello Thundering Third, 

 

Spring is here in Minnesota, and with it comes a season of renewal—not just in our 

communities, but within our Posts as well. As we step into April, we find ourselves at an 

important moment of transition and opportunity. 

 

With post-elections either underway or just around the corner, this is a time to reflect on where 

we’ve been and where we’re going. Strong leadership and engaged members are what keep our 

Posts thriving, and the choices we make now will shape our success in the coming year.  
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At the same time, we must stay focused on the essentials. The annual Post Data Forms need 

to be completed and submitted as soon as possible. These forms are critical to ensuring 

National has accurate information for dues processing and leadership updates. Remember, 

2027 membership mailings begin in early July, and what we do today directly impacts that 

effort. 

 

We also encourage every Post to be represented at both the District and Department 

Conventions. These gatherings are more than meetings—they are opportunities to connect, 

learn, and lead. Staying informed helps every Post stay strong. 

 

Let’s not forget our CPR reports. As a District and Department, we are striving for 100% 

completion this year—and we are within reach. Every Post contributes to that success, and 

every report matters. 

 

But beyond the reports and forms, this is really about something bigger. 

This is the time of year to ask ourselves: 

How do we grow? How do we retain? How do we lead? 

 

We are fortunate to live in one of the fastest-growing areas in Minnesota. That means 

opportunity is all around us. New veterans, new families, new community members—they are 

looking for connection, purpose, and service. That’s exactly what we offer. 

 

We must continue to tell our story—who we are, what we do, and why it matters. 

 

The American Legion stands on our Four Pillars: Veterans, Communities, Youth, and 

National Security. These aren’t just words—they are our mission. And when we share that 

mission, we don’t just recruit members—we build stronger communities. 

You are not alone in this effort. National has developed outstanding training tools, presentations, 

and videos. The Department Training Committee is ready to assist your Post, whether in 

person or through Zoom. Take advantage of these resources. Invest in your knowledge, and 

pass it on. 

 

Together, we have everything we need to succeed. 

 

Let’s bring energy into our meetings. Let’s get out into our communities. Let’s support one 

another and continue building something we can all be proud of. 

 

The Thundering Third has always been strong—and with your continued dedication, we will rise 

even higher. 

 



1  

6 
 

If you have questions or need support, please reach out to a District Officer or contact me 

directly at 952-686-3311 or jebares@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for your commitment, your leadership, and your service. 

 

Let’s keep moving forward—together. 

 

 

Calendar of Events  

April 10                      3rd District Convention Testimonial (flyer below) Savage, MN 

April 15                      Post Data Reports Due  

April 16                      Endorsements Due for National Convention 

 

National Commander’s Tour of Minnesota 2025-2026 National 

Commander Dan Wiley 

Third District Events 

April 22     Post 620, Hugo Dinner & program   www.hugolegion.com 

April 23     Post 45, New Prague Dinner & program    www.mnpost45parkballroom.org  

Learn more about Commander Wiley on Legion.org. 

 

April 23                      Veteran’s Day on the Hill (flyer below) St. Paul, MN 

May 15 – 16              3rd District Convention  New Prague, MN 

www.mnthunderingthird.org/event-details/third-district-convention 

June 27                     Commander’s Testimonial New Prague, MN 

www.mnlegion.org/commanders-testimonial 

July 9 – 11                 Department Convention Willmar, MN 

www.mnlegion.org/department-convention 

http://www.hugolegion.com/
http://www.mnpost45parkballroom.org/
https://www.legion.org/about/leadership/nationalcommander
http://www.mnthunderingthird.org/event-details/third-district-convention
http://www.mnlegion.org/commanders-testimonial
http://www.mnlegion.org/department-convention
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Position Endorsements 

 
Post 594 endorses Cindy Yanchury for the position of Department of Minnesota Chaplain for 
2026-2027. 

Post 594 endorses Wayne Beierman for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-
2027. 

Post 594 endorses Mark Doble for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-2027. 

Post 594 endorses Barrett Kirchenwitz for the position of Finance Officer Third District for 2026-
2027. 

Post 95 endorses Jim Entinger for the position of Third District Commander for 2026-2027. 

Post 96 endorses Tim Swan for the position of 3rd District Vice Commander for 2026-2027.  

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappanainer for the position of Department Vice Commander for 
2026-2027. 

Post 3 endorses Joe Bares for the position of Department Sargeant of Arms for 2026-2027.  

 

National Convention Endorsements 

 
Post 45 endorses Mark Dvorak to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 1776 endorses Joe Tappanainer to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville 
KY. 

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappanainer to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville 
KY. 

Post 491 endorses Pat Logan to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 311 endorses Rod Reisteck to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 225 endorses Don Skow to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 225 endorses Terry Larsen to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 96 endorses Don Pankake to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

 

 

 

Please remember to send your Blood Reports, we have seen a very 

limited number of reports to date. 

 

Thank you! 
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FROM: Terry Larson, District Blood 
Chairman DATE: February 2026 
SUBJECT: POST ANNUAL BLOOD 
REPORT 
 
I am asking you to mail or put the enclosed form in your Post newsletter for the blood reports. 
The reports need to be returned by May 1. 
 
 The top three winners will receive a certificate at the Department Convention. 
 
I have added an optional second page for the Posts to fill out. I made it optional so as not to 
discourage the Post reporter. If any positive replies come in for the second page, please try to 
encourage their expansion of the blood program. I would like to have a copy of their second 
page. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 651-470-7431 or email 
toolooseto@aol.com.  Thank you. 
 
Terry Larson 
 

 

 

Always Remember to check out additional events and happenings on 

our website: 

Home | American Legion MN Thundering Third District 

 

Also Included is a link to the American Legion Department website: 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota – Veterans strengthening America 

 

 

What is happening in the District 

 

https://www.mnthunderingthird.org/
https://mnlegion.org/
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Legionville Friends, 

We are excited to announce that registration for the 2026 Legionville summer 
session is now OPEN!  All information is available on our website 

at www.legionville.org.  More than anything, we need to get more kids to Legionville 
to ensure the continued success of this valuable program.  

The registration fee is $550 for all campers, and they (new and alumni campers) 
are invited to attend any of the six sessions offered.  On our website, you will find 

the registration link, session dates, what to bring to camp, a sample daily 
schedule, and more information. Please check it out! 

http://www.legionville.org/
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Candidates Sought for Minnesota American Legion Boys State 

Way to go, Third District! In 2025, our Posts boosted attendance at Boys State by 

44% over 2024 numbers. Let’s make 2026 our best year yet by connecting with 

school principals or guidance counselors in your area. You can also reach out to 

Social Studies or Civics teachers who work with juniors. Be sure they know the 

program is FREE! Once you recruit a student, have them return the following year 

as seniors to speak to the junior class.   

At Boys State you dive into learning how government works through both 

classroom lessons and hands-on activities. Highlights include 

political speakers, mock trials, campaigning, elections, and the 

announcement of the Boys State Governor and State 

Constitutional Officers.   

The 2026 American Legion Boys State will take place June 14–20 

at St. John’s University in Collegeville, MN. Applicants must be 

high school juniors in the upper academic tier of their class.   

If you know local high school students who are interested but your Post lacks the 
$350 per applicant to send them, let me know. Some Posts in the Third District 
have funds but no candidates.  

If your Post is interested in getting involved in the program you can find out the 
detailed information on the Boys State web site at:  http://www.mnboysstate.org/  

If you want to talk to Bob Dolan, Third District Boys State Coordinator, directly 

about the American Legion program you can call him at 703-851-5416 or email at 

woodburypost 501@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Membership Reports

http://www.mnboysstate.org/
mailto:woodburypost%20501@gmail.com
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