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The Commander’s Corner 

 

This is my first newsletter as your 3rd District Commander. I’m pleased to share that Joe Bares 

and I have appointed a Vice Commander for Area One: Dale Jensen of Gaylord Post 433. 

Thank you, Joe and Dale. 

 

On Sunday, July 26th, I had my first official event as 3rd District Commander, throwing out the 

first pitch for the Division II Baseball Championship in Gaylord. The ball hit the dirt just in front of 

home plate and into the catcher’s mitt, not bad for a one-arm, 80-year-old Army veteran. Le 

Sueur-Henderson defeated Watertown 3–2. 

 

I’m a retired Army Signal Corps NCO. In the Signal Corps, we talk and listen, take action when 

needed, and most importantly, we follow up. We make sure the soldier received what they 

needed and that the help truly made a difference. The same is true for Veterans. When we 

support a Veteran or their family, we must be there for them from start to finish. We ensure they 

get the help they need, and we stand beside them. 

 

I am committed to Veterans, their families, the Thundering Third, and the Four Pillars of the 

American Legion. God Bless America. I hope to see many of you at the National Convention. 

 

James Entinger 3rd District Commander 
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Membership Update 

 

HELLO THUNDERING THIRD! 

The 2027 membership year is here, and I have been asked, "What is District 3 doing about 
membership?" 

My answer is simple—we are telling the story of The American Legion! 

Membership isn't about selling a dues card. It's about sharing who we are, what we do, and why 
veterans should be proud to be part of the greatest veterans’ organization in America. 

When talking to a veteran who hasn't renewed or someone interested in joining, don't just ask 
them to sign up—tell them our story! 

Talk about our Four Pillars and the incredible work we do every day. Share the impact of our 
youth programs, including American Legion Baseball, Oratorical, Boys State, Girls State, Junior 
Shooting Sports, and Scouting. Tell them about the difference your Post makes in your 
community through Memorial Day, Veterans Day, Flag Day ceremonies, scholarships, 
community service projects, and fundraising activities. If your Post has a Canteen or charitable 
gambling, explain how those dollars are invested back into veterans, our youth, and our 
communities. 

Open your doors! Hold open houses and invite your community to see firsthand the great things 
The American Legion is doing. People don't join organizations—they join missions they believe 
in. 

Remember, membership is everyone's responsibility. Every Legionnaire is a Membership 
Director! 

The American Legion has been serving veterans, their families, and our communities for 107 
years. Think about what we could accomplish if every member of the Thundering Third brought 
in just ONE new member this year. 

ONE member. 

That's all I'm asking. 

If every Legionnaire recruited just one new member, we would DOUBLE our membership. 
Imagine the voice we would have in our communities, as we continue to fight for veterans and 
their families. 

The district is here to support every Post. If you need membership brochures, ideas for 
recruiting, or want to talk membership, please reach out. Contact District Commander Jim 
Entinger, any of our District Vice Commanders, or me. If we don't have the answer, we'll find it. 
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between our past District leaders and the Department of Minnesota Headquarters, we have an 
incredible team ready to help. 

The Thundering Third has always stepped up when called upon, and I know we are going to do 
GREAT things during the 2027 membership year! 

Let's make this our best year yet. Tell our story. Share our mission. Recruit ONE. 

Here's a polished and energetic paragraph that fits nicely with your newsletter update. 

One more membership update! We do not officially have our membership goals for either the 
District or our Posts yet. Those numbers will not be finalized until after the National Membership 
Conference in Indianapolis. Once that conference is completed, the Department of Minnesota 
will receive the official membership goals and distribute them accordingly. 

In the meantime, I have attached each Post's membership numbers as of July 27, 2026. This 
gives everyone a great opportunity to see where we are starting the 2027 membership year and 
begin planning your membership efforts. Remember, membership is a year-round program—not 
something we wait to start once goals are announced. 

Let's get off to a fast start and make the Thundering Third the District everyone is talking about 
this year! 

This keeps the tone upbeat and encourages Posts to begin recruiting immediately rather than 
waiting for their official goals. 

For God and Country, 

 

Joe Bares 

District 3 Membership Director 

2026–2027 
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Sons of The American Legion (SAL) 

 

Welcome to the beginning of Fall gentlemen, 

August brings about the beginning of a new Membership year. Membership cards are being 

delivered, and should be to your squadrons already, if not, then soon. National has gotten more 

aggressive on their membership percentage for their target dates. So don't hold on to the 

membership; a good idea is to process membership weekly or as it comes in. Holding on to 

membership is doing a disservice to your members.  

The national convention is coming up at the end of the month. This year it is down in Louisville, 

Kentucky, so if anyone is interested in seeing how a national convention works, and since it is 

so close, come down and join us for the convention.  At the beginning of September, up in 

Brainerd, at Legionville, Camp-O-ree weekend will be happening. It is a weekend of camping, 

bingo and camaraderie. It starts on a Thursday and ends on a Sunday. Everyone in the Legion 

Family is welcome.  

Legion Family Members, 

In case you have not heard, the Traveling Wall is coming to White Bear Township in the 

beginning of August. It will be at Polar Park in White Bear Township August 6th-9th 

Talk to you next month. 

 

Glen Neville 

3rd District SAL Commander 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

Aug 28 – Sept 3         National Convention  Louisville, KY 

 

Sept 27                       Hero’s Hub New Prague, MN 

Hero’s Hub will be 100% free to our veterans, providing much-needed items at no cost to those 
who have served our country. We are currently seeking donations of cash or gift cards so we 
can purchase brand-new items for the store and make this project a success. 
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National Convention Delegates 

 
1. Amy Larsen 

2. Jim Entinger 

3.  Nathan Olson 

4.  Don Pankake 

5.  Mark Dvorak 

6.  Cindy Yanchury 

7.  Don Skow 

8.  Pat Logan 

9.  Terry Larsen 

 

 

 

 

National Convention Alternante 
1.  Rod Reifsteck 

2.  Carla Tappainer 

3.  Joe Tappainner 

 

 

 

 

 

District and/or Department Positions 

Have you ever thought about getting more involved at the District or even the Department Level 

of the American Legion?  If so, please talk to Mark Dvorak, Pat Logan, Don Skow, Duane 

Anderson or Don Pankake 

 

 

 



1  

8 
 

What is happening in the District: 

 

 

Norwood Post 343 Raiders – Service Project Summary 

Overview The Norwood Post 343 Raiders baseball team dedicated an evening to a community 
service project in partnership with The Edward Born American Legion Post 343. Instead of their 
regular practice, players assembled baseball-themed care packages and wrote thank-you letters 
for deployed service members. 

Community Engagement During the project, players learned about the American Legion’s role 
in supporting communities and youth programs nationwide. The activity helped reinforce the 
team’s commitment to service, gratitude, and civic responsibility. 

Acknowledgment The Norwood Post 343 Raiders extend their appreciation to all service 
members and their families for the sacrifices they make for our country. The team also 
expresses sincere thanks to The Edward Born American Legion Post 343 for its continued 
support of the baseball program and the broader community. 

Post 501 Commander Bob Dolan and Vice Commander JoAnne Kramer were invited to speak 
with the 5th-grade students at Woodbury’s Middleton Elementary School, offering an overview of 
Memorial Day and the traditions of our military services. 

The students were attentive, engaged, and asked thoughtful questions throughout the 
presentation. 

The program concluded today with a field trip to the Veterans Memorial, where students had the 
opportunity to tour the site and speak directly with several of our Woodbury American Legion 
veterans. It was a meaningful experience for the students and a valuable opportunity to connect 
them with the legacy of service honored in our community. 



1  

9 
 

 

 



1  

10 
  



1  

11 
 

 

 

 

 

Always Remember to check out additional events and happenings on 

our website: 

Home | American Legion MN Thundering Third District 

 

Also Included is a link to the American Legion Department website: 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota – Veterans strengthening America 

file:///C:/Users/third/Desktop/3rd%20District%20Adjutant/THIRD%20DISTRICT%202025-26/Newsletter/May%202026/May%202026.docx
file:///C:/Users/third/Desktop/3rd%20District%20Adjutant/THIRD%20DISTRICT%202025-26/Newsletter/May%202026/May%202026.docx
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Membership Reports 
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