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The Commander’s Corner 

Supporting Our Graduates in Uniform & Celebrating Family and Fun in Our Community 

 

As high school seniors across the region celebrate graduation, many are preparing to take bold 

new steps—some toward college, others joining the workforce, and a proud group answering 

the call to serve by enlisting in the United States Armed Forces. These young men and women 

are embarking on a life-changing journey, and they deserve to know that their community stands 

firmly behind them. 

In response, the American Legion should be reaching out to these graduating seniors who are 

entering military service, gathering their or their family’s contact information, and preparing to 

send them care packages during basic training—little boxes of comfort and goodies that they 

can share with fellow veterans. This effort will not only support our future veterans but also 

introduce a new generation to the American Legion, ensuring that their journey in service is 

connected to a community of care. 

At the same time, the American Legion can also make a broader reach into their community this 

summer by encouraging full family involvement in seasonal activities. Warmer weather brings a 

wealth of opportunities, and the Legion Posts can help lead the way by hosting kid activity days, 

family events, and more. These gatherings could include outdoor games, educational 

workshops (how to cast a fishing pole, gun safety and many more things), and family days with 

entertainment, food, and fun. In addition to their own events, the American Legion can be seen 

participating in county fairs, parades, and other seasonal festivals—showing that they are a 

visible, active part of community life. 

 

We want families to see that the American Legion is more than a veterans’ organization. We’re a 

place for veterans and their families. 

As the weather warms, Posts are encouraged to keep an eye out for these upcoming events 

and find ways to get involved. Whether celebrating a graduate’s new chapter, joining a kid’s 

activity day, or gathering at a local fair, the American Legion is proud to serve as a cornerstone 

for both veterans and families. This summer, let’s come together, celebrate, and build a stronger 

community for all. 

Amy Larsen 

 

Thundering 3rd Commander 

BE THE ON 
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The Chaplains Corner 

 

May 2026 Third District Newsletter 

 

May – the month of remembering with honor those who sacrificed so much on our behalf. When 

I consider those who have entered military service, knowing full well that it might mean that 

ultimate sacrifice and yet they served (and continue to serve). Not all went willingly – I 

remember the years of the draft for Vietnam - those who made the ultimate sacrifice rest in our 

thoughts and prayers during these days of remembering.   

 

May is the month when many, if not all of our posts, will turn our hearts to remembering.  

Memorial Day – that’s what it’s about isn’t it? To remember. But it’s not that simple!  We 

remember, and we honor.  We respect and we weep. We gather and we offer up thanks.  We 

gather.  After the agony of a country torn apart in a Civil War, and the horror of the First World 

War, the fight to free others from dictators of the Second World War and so it goes – we place 

flags, we recite words of remembrance, we hear the echo of taps. And we remember.  We 

remember those who have given that last full measure of devotion.   

 

And so, it is. And so, it goes.  We remember.  

 

Let us pray: 

 

Holy One, hold us as we weep, hold us as we remember those who have gone before us. And 

then we rise up with those memories that are dear to us and we go forth to live as loved and 

blessed souls.  May it be so, Amen 

 

 

 

 

SAL UPDATE 

No report this month 
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Membership Update 

 

District Convention & Membership Planning 

We will once again be gathering for the District Convention in just a couple of weeks. It would be 
outstanding to see at least one member from every Post attend. Conventions are an excellent 
way to stay informed, ask questions, and see firsthand what is happening at the District and 
Department levels. 

Just as importantly, conventions are a powerful membership tool. They provide an opportunity to 
talk, share ideas, and network with other Posts. Those conversations can bring back new ideas 
and help explain to prospective and new members exactly what the District and Department do 
in support of our organization. 

Election Season Means Planning Season 

This is also the time of year when many Posts are holding elections. That makes it the perfect 
opportunity to discuss and put together a membership plan for the coming year. 

Consider building a strategy that includes: 

• Reaching 100% retention of current members 
• A revitalization plan for the 1982 list 
• New member recruiting in your community 
• Follow-up plans for renewals and transfers 
• Assigning membership responsibilities early 

Use the Tools Available 

Every Post should have received its 1982 membership list from the District Vice Commander 
last year. That list is one of the best tools available for reconnecting with members who have not 
renewed. 

Every name includes an address, and many also include a phone number or email address. 
That means you can begin outreach immediately through: 

• Mass mailings 
• Personal phone calls 
• Email reminders 
• Home visits when appropriate 
• Membership events or open houses 
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If your Post did not receive a list, or if you would like an updated list for the 2026–2027 
membership year, please let me know. 

I will work on preparing one for every Post in the District this year and will personally mail and 
email them out. 

Closing Thought 

Success next year starts with the planning we do today. Attend the convention, build your 
leadership team, and create a membership strategy that puts your Post in position to grow. 

Preparation now leads to stronger Posts tomorrow. 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
May 7   WWII Presentation, 99th Infantry Battalion Waconia, MN  

 

May 15 – 16              3rd District Convention  New Prague, MN 

District Convention Agenda Attached 

www.mnthunderingthird.org/event-details/third-district-convention 

 

June 27                     Commander’s Testimonial New Prague, MN 

www.mnlegion.org/commanders-testimonial 

 

July 9 – 11                 Department Convention Willmar, MN 

www.mnlegion.org/department-convention 

 

 

http://www.mnthunderingthird.org/event-details/third-district-convention
http://www.mnlegion.org/commanders-testimonial
http://www.mnlegion.org/department-convention
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Position Endorsements 

 
Post 594 endorses Cindy Yanchury for the position of Department of Minnesota Chaplain for 
2026-2027. 

Post 594 endorses Wayne Beierman for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-
2027. 

Post 594 endorses Barrett Kirchenwitz for the position of Finance Officer Third District for 2026-
2027. 

Post 95 endorses Jim Entinger for the position of Third District Commander for 2026-2027. 

Post 96 endorses Tim Swan for the position of 3rd District Vice Commander for 2026-2027.  

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappanainer for the position of Department Vice Commander for 
2026-2027. 

Post 3 endorses Joe Bares for the position of Department Sargeant of Arms for 2026-2027.  

Post 54 endorses Marissa LaCourt for the position of Vice Commander Third District for 2026-
2027. 

 

 

National Convention Endorsements 

 
Post 45 endorses Mark Dvorak to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 1776 endorses Joe Tappanainer to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville 
KY. 

Post 1776 endorses Carla Tappanainer to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville 
KY. 

Post 491 endorses Pat Logan to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 311 endorses Rod Reisteck to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 225 endorses Don Skow to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 225 endorses Terry Larsen to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 96 endorses Don Pankake to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 

Post 594 endorses Wayne Beierman to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville 
KY. 

Post 594 endorses Cindy Yanchury to attend the National Convention for 2026 in Louisville KY. 
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What is happening in the District: 
 

On Thursday May 7th, Waconia SAL Squadron 150 will be hosting a FREE WWII History 
Presentation on the 99th Infantry Battalion.   The event will be held at the Waconia Middle 
School, begins at 7:00 PM, and includes the following speakers: 

 

Community Introductory Speakers 

Karl Swee - SAL Squadron 150 Member & Event Organizer 

Richard Beckett - SAL Squadron 150 Commander 

Joe Gifford - Post 150 Commander 

Christina Carleton - President & CEO of Norway House 

Randal Dietrich - Executive Director of the MN Military & Veterans Museum 

Ross Hanson - Scandia Lodge, Sons Of Norway  

Keynote Speakers 

Author Dr. Kyle Ward - Minnesota State University, Mankato 

Author Olaf Minge - 99th Infantry Division Foundation President  

Q&A Session 

Author Erik Brun - 99th Infantry Division Historian  

 

There will also be information and historical artifacts available for viewing in the lobby before 
and after the event, as well as some complimentary refreshments after the event.  

 

See the attachments or follow the below links for additional information regarding this FREE 
event.  Please feel free to share this information across the district and I hope to see you there!  

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1439575641279170 

https://www.waconiaamericanlegionpost150.com/events/sd2zx0c7144f8enc8fb463zq7ch00a 

 

Joe Gifford 

Commander   

 

-- 

American Legion Post 150 

4 E Main St 

Waconia, MN  55387 

(952) 442-5340 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1439575641279170
https://www.waconiaamericanlegionpost150.com/events/sd2zx0c7144f8enc8fb463zq7ch00a
https://www.waconiaamericanlegionpost150.com/events/sd2zx0c7144f8enc8fb463zq7ch00a
https://www.waconiaamericanlegionpost150.com/events/sd2zx0c7144f8enc8fb463zq7ch00a
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4+E+Main+St+Waconia,+MN%C2%A0+55387?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/4+E+Main+St+Waconia,+MN%C2%A0+55387?entry=gmail&source=g
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Always Remember to check out additional events and happenings on 

our website: 

Home | American Legion MN Thundering Third District 

 

Also Included is a link to the American Legion Department website: 

The American Legion Department of Minnesota – Veterans strengthening America 

 

 

Committee Reports 

Legionville safety training camp is doing pretty well but we still need lots of campers and 
donations. Anyone can sponsor campers, Legion Family organizations, and other local 
organizations such as Lions, PTAs, church organizations, individuals, even parents can choose 
to sponsor and pay for their own children. This camp is one of a kind in the Legion, the traffic 
safety program together with lots of other classes such as water safety, canoeing, first aid and 
many more. There is also lots of time other fun stuff for the campers to do, many recreation and 
athletic opportunities are woven into the daily activities to keep things interesting and fun for all 
the campers. 

    The camp is for kids ages 9 to 13, it's a week-long camp Sunday through Friday beginning the 
second week of June. The registration fee is $550 per camper, the registration is completed on 
line by the parent or guardian, for more registration information go to www.legionville.org. 

   There are many projects, upgrades, and improvements that are happening at the camp and 
they all need funding, so donations are needed to complete these, and they are so much 
appreciated. Thank you all for the donations and other help you have given Legionville it is much 
appreciated! Together we are making a difference! 

          For God and Country 

            Donny Skow  

        3rd District Legionville Chairman 

Third District Oratorical Program 2026 

The Third District Oratorical Program was held on 7 February 2026 at the Richard Dingle Post 
98 in St. Paul Park.   

May%202026.docx
May%202026.docx
http://www.legionville.org/
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We had two contestants this year, both worked very hard on their speeches.   

Ankit Mukhopadhyay representing the Daniel R. Olson Post 594 in Eagan took first place.  Ankit 
went on to place 3rd at the Department Contest in Anoka.   

Elsa Swenson Representing the Forest Lake American Legion took second place at the District 
Level. 

A big thank you goes out to the St. Paul Park American Legion who made every contestant and 
volunteer feel welcome and I appreciate your kindness.  To all of the volunteers who helped to 
make this event happen, this event could not have happened without your help.    

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Jankowski – Oratorical 

Membership Reports 
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