
Breastplate Activity 
 
I love the detail YHVH gives to this section in Exodus.  It is hard to imagine what some of these wardrobe pieces looked 
like, so attempting to replicate one can really bring this reading to life!  Instead of making a breastplate to wear, which 
felt kind of irreverent to me, I thought it would be fun to make a replica to hang as decoration and to remind us about 
how creative and detailed our Creator is! 
 
Materials 
Printed breastplate sheet (see below) 
Colored pencils, crayons or markers to match each stone (see chart below) 
Yellow or gold yarn cut into 18” pieces, 3 per person 
Hole puncher (scissors can work if you are careful!) 
 
“You are to make an embroidered breastpiece for making decisions. Make it with the same workmanship as the ephod; 
make it of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely spun linen. It must be square and folded double, nine 
inches long and nine inches wide. Place a setting of gemstones on it, four rows of stones: The first row should be a row 
of carnelian, topaz, and emerald; the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond; the third row, a jacinth, an 
agate, and an amethyst; and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They should be adorned with gold filigree in 
their settings. The 12 stones are to correspond to the names of Israel’s sons. Each stone must be engraved like a seal, 
with one of the names of the 12 tribes. “You are to make braided chains of pure gold cord work for the breastpiece.”  
Exodus 22-28:15  HCSB 

 
Translations often disagree on what each of these stones translate to.  I picked a few of the more popular translations to 
help you determine colors for your project. 
 

 HCSB ESV KJV Color 

Reuben Carnelian Sardius  Sardius  Reddish brown 

Simeon Topaz Topaz Topaz Yellow 

Levi Emerald Carbuncle Carbuncle Red 

Judah Turquoise Emerald Emerald Green 

Issachar  Sapphire Sapphire Sapphire Deep Blue 

Zebulon Diamond Diamond Diamond White 

Dan Jacinth Jacinth Ligure Orange-red 

Naphtali Agate Agate Agate Rust-colored 

Gad Amethyst Amethyst Amethyst  Light blue 

Asher Beryl Beryl Beryl Multi 

Joseph (Ephraim/Manessah) Onyx Onyx Onyx Black 

Benjamin Jasper Jasper Jasper Green or red 

 
Directions 
Print the following page on a thicker paper, like card stock.  Use the chart to help you color each stone.  Older children 
may wish to write the names of each tribe in the stones.  (Remember to start with the stone in the top right corner 
(Reuben) and move from right to left, as the way it is done in Hebrew!) 
 
Punch out holes at the top of the sheet.  Knot 3 yarn pieces together and pull yarn through one hole.  Braid yarn before 
inserting end into the opposite hole and tying another knot.  Hang your creation! 



 



 


