
Mishpatim Activity 
Exodus 21:1-24:18 

 
 

In this week’s Torah Portion, YHVH (God) expounds on His Commandments.  Commandments like “Do not steel” take on so much more meaning, 

because He gives us specific examples on the ‘how’.  When I tell my children: “We have a new rule in our house: you will now be require to make your beds 

everyday.” and do not elaborate on my expectation, my children will  not know what I require.   

 

What does a made bed look like…can I just throw my blanket over the top?  What time does it need to be done by…can I wait until bedtime when I climb 

back into it?  Did Mom really mean “EVERY” day?  What about Sabbath days?  What about days that we have to get up super early to be somewhere?   

 

Do you see how we can wiggle and twist meanings when we are not given parameters and examples?  YHVH knows us and knows that we need order 

and details.  He spends most of the rest of the Torah to give us these much-needed examples!  If that is not enough, He also sent His own Son to come and walk 

it out for us!  This is how we learn best.  We hear the expectation, we watch it being implemented and then we do.  Truly, we have a very patient, loving and 

detailed Father! 

 

This week’s activity involves a lot of listening and discussion!  Below is a sheet with boxes that represent each of the 10 Commandments. Recite them 

from last week, writing one word or drawing a small picture at the top of each, to review them.  As you read through the portion, have your children listen out 

for which Commandments are expanded-upon.  For example, Exodus 21:14 discusses a man who schemes and murders his neighbor: that expands upon “Do not 

Murder”, and helps us understand that “Murder” is premeditated and different from accidentally killing someone, like in the verse (13) before, where a place of 

refuge is given (see also Deuteronomy 4:42).  Which commandments are reiterated, and which are not?  It’s a fun week of Biblical Hide-and-Seek! 

 

Every time a new elaboration is discovered, have your child draw a small picture in that box.  For littles, you will probably have to point out every 

elaboration!  Your excitement in discovery will be their joy as they get to add color to their boxes.  At the end of the portion you will get to see how much color 

YHVH adds to His word.   

 



 


