
Mishpatim 
Exodus 21:1-24:18 

 
 

How to use this discussion sheet 
 

These discussion questions are meant to spark curiosity and be conversation starters.  How you 

incorporate them in discussion, is entirely up to you and your family dynamic.  Some families 

may opt to stop and ask questions while they read, while others may discuss them later on in 

the day during a meal.  Don’t be trapped into feeling that you have to ask all the questions, or 

that you can’t add impromptu ones.   

 

Some questions may inspire discussion that leads down long rabbit-trails while other questions 

may not.  Some days we will have epiphany moments that lead to such depth of conversation 

that we might not make it through reading the whole portion!  Other days are less 

inspired.  Don’t be discouraged by these days!  Stay the course, continue the conversation and 

don’t be afraid to go where the conversation leads.  Some of the very best memories I have are 

of ones discussing the Word and finding new crevices unexplored. 

 

It is important to know that there are no wrong answers!  Encourage wresting!  I have included 

verse reference to some of the questions that do have specific answers in the text, but don’t let 

that stifle you from digging deeper. 

 

 

“You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.” 

HCSB 29:13 Jeremiah  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions 

 

Exodus 21 

Could Hebrews be permanent slaves?  

What is the difference between killing and murder?  

Who do these laws (in Ch 21) protect?  

Do you think having a hard punishment would deter someone from committing a crime?  

How do these laws match up to what Yeshua (Jesus) said in Matthew 7:12?  

 

 

Exodus 22 

 

Why do you think it is important that YHVH (God) gave more detailed examples than "Thou shall not 

Steal?"  

Why does YHVH (God) have rules to protect the innocent, foreigners, widows, orphans and poor people? 

Do you think the firstborn is important to YHVH? Why or why not?  

 

 

Exodus 23 

 

What are the similarities and differences between "bearing a false witness" and "lying"?  

How should you treat those that hate you? A foreigner? A poor person?  

How would people eat if they weren't able to grow crops in the 7th year?  

Who rests on the 7th day?  

How many festivals are there for YHVH God?  

How will those who obey and serve YHVH be blessed?  

How would the Israelites get the land YHVH promised and how should they treat the foreign gods that the 

people serve?  

 

Exodus 24 

 

How many elders approached YHVH?  

What did they do when they saw him?  

Who wrote the stone tablets?  

What day did YHVH meet with Moses?  

How long did he stay? 


