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Living With Migraines? How Myofascial 
Release and Therapeutic Massage May 
Help 
For someone who experiences migraines, the pain can be more than just a headache. 
Migraines may interfere with work, sleep, family time, exercise, and everyday activities. While 
medical evaluation and appropriate treatment are important for anyone experiencing recurring 
or severe migraines, some people also find therapeutic massage and myofascial release to be 
valuable components of their overall wellness routine. 

At Tranquil Oakes Myofascial Release and Therapeutic Massage, we understand that every 
person's experience with migraine pain is different. Our goal is not to diagnose or treat 
migraines, but to provide personalized care that may help address muscular tension, stress, and 
physical patterns that can contribute to discomfort. 

Understanding the Connection Between Muscle Tension 
and Migraines 
Migraines are complex neurological events, and their causes and triggers can vary considerably 
from person to person. Stress, poor sleep, dehydration, hormonal changes, sensory stimuli, and 
other factors may play a role. 

For some individuals, however, muscle tension—particularly around the neck, shoulders, upper 
back, jaw, and head—can accompany or contribute to their overall experience of head and neck 
discomfort. 

When muscles remain tense for extended periods, the surrounding connective tissue, known as 
fascia, may also become restricted. This can affect comfortable movement and contribute to a 
feeling of tightness or tension. 

This is where therapeutic massage and myofascial work may have a place in a person's 
wellness strategy. 

How Myofascial Release May Help 
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Myofascial release focuses on the body's fascial system—the connective tissue that surrounds 
and supports muscles and other structures throughout the body. 

Rather than simply working directly on the location where someone feels pain, myofascial 
techniques may address areas of restriction and tension that can affect movement and overall 
comfort. 

Depending on the individual's needs, a session may focus on areas such as: 

● The neck and shoulders 
● Upper back 
● Jaw and surrounding muscles 
● Intraoral techniques  
● Chest and upper-body structures 
● Scalp and surrounding tissues 
● Postural patterns that contribute to muscular tension 
● Hips and abdomen  

The objective is to encourage greater ease of movement and relaxation while reducing 
unnecessary muscular tension. 

Therapeutic Massage and Relaxation 
Stress is a common concern for people who experience migraines. Although massage is not a 
cure for migraines, therapeutic massage may provide an opportunity for the body and mind to 
relax. 

A personalized massage session may help promote: 

● Relaxation 
● Reduced muscular tension 
● Greater awareness of areas where the body holds stress 
● Improved sense of physical comfort 
● A calming break from the demands of daily life 

For some clients, incorporating massage into a consistent self-care routine may be particularly 
beneficial. 

Why Personalized Care Matters 
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There is no single massage technique that is appropriate for everyone who experiences 
migraines. 

Some individuals may be comfortable with focused therapeutic work, while others may prefer a 
gentler approach. Certain areas may feel particularly sensitive during or around a migraine 
episode. 

That's why communication is important. 

At Tranquil Oakes, your session can be tailored to your individual needs, comfort level, and 
goals. Before your appointment, let your massage therapist know about your migraine history, 
areas of tension, current symptoms, and anything that tends to trigger or worsen your 
discomfort. 

Your therapist can then work with you to determine an approach that prioritizes comfort and 
relaxation. 

Massage as Part of a Bigger Wellness Plan 
Massage therapy should not replace medical care for migraines. If you experience frequent, 
severe, changing, or unexplained headaches, it is important to discuss them with a qualified 
healthcare professional. 

However, massage and myofascial release may complement a broader approach to wellness 
that can include appropriate medical care, adequate hydration, quality sleep, stress 
management, regular movement, and identifying individual migraine triggers. 

Think of massage as one potential piece of the puzzle—not the entire solution. 

When You Should Postpone Your Massage 
If you are experiencing an acute migraine or are feeling particularly sensitive to touch, light, 
sound, or movement, massage may not be appropriate at that moment. 

Always communicate with your therapist about how you are feeling before your session. If you 
have a new, unusually severe, sudden, or otherwise concerning headache, seek appropriate 
medical attention rather than relying on massage. 

Find Your Path Toward Greater Comfort 
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Living with migraines can be frustrating and disruptive. While massage and myofascial release 
cannot promise to eliminate migraines, they may provide meaningful support for people who 
carry significant muscular tension or stress. 

At Tranquil Oakes Myofascial Release and Therapeutic Massage, every session is designed 
around the individual—not a one-size-fits-all routine. 

If neck, shoulder, upper-back, or jaw tension is part of your experience, personalized 
therapeutic massage or myofascial release may be worth exploring as part of your overall 
wellness routine. 

Restore. Relieve. Renew. 

Contact Tranquil Oakes to learn more about personalized myofascial release and therapeutic 
massage and to determine whether a session may be appropriate for you. 

Disclaimer: Massage therapy and myofascial release are complementary wellness services and 
are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent migraines or other medical conditions. 
Individuals experiencing migraines or recurring headaches should consult an appropriate 
healthcare professional for diagnosis and medical treatment. 

 


