The Heart of the Law Revealed in Christ

Primary Text: Matthew 5:38-42
Theme: God’s character is revealed in the heart of the law.

Big Idea: Believers become more like Christ as they understand and live out the heart of
the law as God intended.

I. The Call to Christlikeness

A. Evidence of Abiding in Christ

- Obedience reflects genuine relationship with Christ (1 John 2:5-6)
B. The Pattern of Imitating God

- Believers are called to imitate God through love and self-giving (Ephesians 5:1-2)

II. The Letter of the Law Explained
A. Statement of the Law
- Principle cited by Jesus (Matthew 5:38)
B. Old Testament Context
- Judicial limits on punishment, not personal retaliation
- Exodus 21:23-25
- Leviticus 24:19-20
- Deuteronomy 19:21
C. Misuse of the Law
- The flesh seeks revenge
- The law was meant to restrain injustice, not justify vengeance
D. The Way of Love

- Christlike love rejects retaliation (Ephesians 5:2)



- Characteristics of love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

III. God’s Mercy in the Face of Insult

A. Jesus Raises the Standard

- Mercy over retaliation (Matthew 5:39)

B. Clarifying the Meaning

- Not a call to passivity in life-threatening situations

- Addresses humiliation and personal insult, not mortal danger
C. The Heart Issue

- Pride versus mercy

- Choosing patience over retaliation

D. Example of Christ’s Mercy

- The woman caught in adultery (John 8:3-11)

IV. God’s Sacrificial Love Displayed

A. Willingness to Give Beyond What Is Taken

- Surrendering rights out of love (Matthew 5:40)
B. Christ’s Ultimate Sacrifice

- Abuse and humiliation endured by Christ (Mark 14:65; 15:15-20)
- Definition of the greatest love (John 15:13)

C. Stewardship Perspective

- God owns all things (Psalm 24:1)

- God supplies every need (Philippians 4:19)

V. Patience and Longsuffering Under Oppression
A. Historical Context

- Roman practice of forced service (Matthew 5:41)



B. Gospel Witness Through Willing Service
- Going beyond obligation demonstrates God’s character
C. God’s Purpose in Patience

- Kindness intended to lead to repentance (Romans 2:4)

VI. God’s Desire for Generous Giving

A. The Command to Give

- Open-handed generosity (Matthew 5:42)

B. The Heart of Giving

- Cheerful, willing generosity (2 Corinthians 9:7)

C. God’s Giving Nature

- Seen throughout Scripture in acts of mercy, healing, provision, and salvation
D. Christ’s Example of Servant Leadership

- Jesus washes the disciples’ feet (John 13:13-15)



