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WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

Founded in 2009, the Cornwall & Area Watershed Group is a community-based
not-for-profit group whose goal is to enhance the water quality and health of our
local waterways, to restore and protect wildlife habitats, and to improve active
living through increased recreational opportunities by involving the community
residents, farmers, landowners, and government in collaborative watershed
planning and active support for environmental stewardship.

The North River is one of 22 PEI rivers that host the endangered Atlantic salmon,
so at CAWG the conservation of Atlantic salmon is a high priority. Due to the
highly erodible nature of PEI soils, the biggest threat to salmonid populations in
PEI is run-off that enters the streams. This is especially true in the North River
watershed, where agriculture makes up the highest percentage of land use. Much
of our field work is focused on improving habitat for Atlantic salmon and brook
trout, particularly projects that mitigate and prevent run-off from entering the
stream.

We use collected data and scientific principles to guide our conservation efforts,
and the passion of our staff and board of directors to drive those efforts forward.
Conservation management decisions at CAWG are informed by locally relevant
scientific reports and documents, such as “A Renewed Conservation Strategy for
Atlantic Salmon in Prince Edward Island,” the “Technical Manual for Watershed
Management on Prince Edward Island,” and CAWG’s Salmon Management, Fish
Habitat Management, and Woody Material Management Plans.

As a not-for-profit organization, the funding needed to conduct our conservation
activities is received primarily from government agencies and private or non-profit
foundations. These include:
e The Prince Edward Island Watershed Alliance
The Prince Edward Island Wildlife Conservation Fund
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
The Foundation for Conservation of Atlantic Salmon
Atlantic Salmon Federation
The Government of Prince Edward Island Department of Forests, Fish and
wildlife
e The Town of Cornwall
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e The Rural Municipality of Miltonvale Park

e Skills PEI

e Eco Canada

e Employment and Social Development Canada

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CAWG is governed by a group of community members who make up our volunteer
board of directors:

Ryan Mahoney: Director, Chairperson

Bruce Bennet: Director, Vice-Chairperson

Karlie Gallant: Director, Treasurer

Jamie Taylor: Secretary and Municipal Liaison for Miltonvale Park

Judy Herlihy: Municipal Liaison for the Town of Cornwall

Sally MacDonald: Director

David Morgan: Director (note: David joined our volunteer board in
November of 2025 after ending his employment at CAWG to complete his
master’s degree at UPEI We’re thrilled to have David’s first-hand
knowledge of our watersheds brought to the governance of CAWG!)

PERMANENT STAFF

Hannah MaclLean, Watershed Coordinator

As the Watershed Coordinator, Hannah oversees all operations of CAWG and is the
direct link between the staff and the board of directors. Hannah manages the
administrative tasks of the organization including (but not limited to) funding
application and management, planning, staffing, and networking. Hannah has
been working with CAWG in various capacities for 10 years and holds a BSC in
Biology from the University of Prince Edward Island.

Veronica Jendrick, Project Manager

In her role as Project Manager, Veronica oversees the execution of CAWG’s field
work, plans and manages in-house projects, and conducts GIS mapping and data
analysis. She is a certified Wildlife Conservation Technician with a diploma in
Wildlife Conservation Technology from Holland College.

SEASONAL FIELD CREW

CAWG employs a seasonal staff from May to August each year. This seasonal
team conducts the majority of our field work and is made up primarily of post-
secondary students with a background in conservation or environmental study.
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Seasonal positions include watershed technicians, chainsaw operators, field
supervisors, and communications interns, and the size of the team varies from
year to year based on the scope of planned work and funding availability.

In the summer of 2025 we had a team of six seasonal interns:

David Morgan, Field Supervisor and Chainsaw Operator

David has worked with CAWG in various capacities over 3 years and has written
both our Beaver Management Plan and our Fish Habitat Management Plan. David
holds a BA in Environmental Studies from UPEI.

Irene MacAulay, Community Engagement Technician

Irene has worked with CAWG for the past 3 summers. This year, in addition to
working with the field crew, Irene managed our social media accounts and public
events. A certified Wildlife Conservation Technician, Irene holds a diploma in
Wildlife Conservation Technology from Holland College and is currently working to
complete a BSc in Wildlife Conservation at UPEL

Camille Neri, Watershed Technician
Camille joined CAWG for her first field season this summer. She is studying Climate
Change and Adaptation at UPEI and was keen to supplement her lab and research
experience with front-line fieldwork.

Evelyn Guighion-MacFarlane, Watershed Technician
2025 was Evelyn’s second year working with CAWG, having joined in 2024
following her graduation from high school.

Hudson Halti, Watershed Technician
Hudson was a new addition to the CAWG team this year, having graduated from
Bluefield High School in June.

Cohen Redmond, Watershed Technician
Cohen joined us for the summer after completing grade 11 at Charlottetown Rural
and has entered his grade 12 year this fall.
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Clockwise from fop left: Evelyn Guignion-MacFarlane (Watershed Technician), David Morgan (Field
Supervisor and chainsaw operator), Hudson Halti (Watershed Technician), Cohen Redmond
(Watershed Technician), Camille Neri (Watershed Technician), Hannah MacLean (Watershed
Coordinator), Irene MacAulay (Community Engagement Technician), Veronica Jendrick (Project
Manager and chainsaw operaftor).
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FIELD WORK

TREE PLANTING

We started our 2025 field season by planting a total of 1278 trees and shrubs
throughout the North River watershed. We have placed a focus on improving the
success of these plantings by matching appropriate tree and shrub species to
each habitat, planning for forest succession, and increasing our planting density.
Plantings took place at 5 sites totalling two hectares.

Tree Planting area next fo Milton Bridge. Tree planting area along the main branch
of North River, upstream of Milfon Bridge.

Tree planting area along Watts Creek, Tree planting area at the bottom of an
west of Loyalist Rd. agricultural field along New Glasgow Rd.
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Tree planting area on Watts Creek,
surrounding the culvert pool project at the A — ' 1 30 T s

River

Loyalist Rd. culvert.

ACCESS TRAILS

Many of CAWG’s job sites are accessible
only by hiking. Storm damage has
made access especially difficult in some
wooded areas, so CAWG has been
working to create and restore private
access trails. Access trails allows us
faster access to remote sections of the
river and facilitate safer transport of
tools and equipment to job sites that
are far from roads and parking areas.
In June of this year CAWG created a
new access frail along the main branch
of North River. We also performed
maintenance on our existing access trails fo ensure ease of use and crew safety.
CAWG extends its thanks to the private landowners that have allowed our access
trails on their property.

Creating the North River access frail,

wWOODY MATERIAL MANAGEMENT

Each year, crews walk chosen branches of the North River to perform woody
material management. This is the strategic addition or removal of large wood in
the stream depending on the needs of the reach in question. Large woody material
is an important and necessary part of the in-stream habitat and has a significant
influence on the hydrology of a river. When log jams create blockages in the
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stream, we use chainsaws and hand tools to cut a path
through these blockages to improve water flow and fish
passage; however, we strive to remove only what is needed
to achieve this. Flow also becomes slowed when a section of
the stream lacks large woody material, and the quality of
fish habitat becomes degraded. In these cases we add
large wood to the stream to diversify the flow and habitat.

In 2025, we focused our woody material management on
Watts Creek upstream of Loyalist Rd and the west branch of
Cutting a parh hrough  1he North River. Storm damage from hurricane Fiona was
blockages to improve flow —€specially severe in these areas. We cut a path through

in Wafts Creek. 2.64km of blockages in these reaches, improving
connectivity, flow, and access. Additionally, we added large
wood to two degraded areas where in-stream wood was
lacking.

The section of North River just below the fork
where the north and west branches meet
suffers from over-straightening, silt
accumulation, and bank degradation. A
planted row of white spruce on the west
bank creates a barrier between the channel
and an adjacent lawn. However, the bank on
this side is eroding, putting the trees at risk.

Legend

watercourse

In this section we located two points where i BT o s o rcionn

the thalweg deflects slightly to the east and
at each of these points we created a long
brush mat punctuated with three logs that
jut into the channel. The goal is that this will
deflect flow a few feet eastward toward the
empty floodplain, improving stream
meander and sediment storage on the bank
and protecting the row of spruce from o 5
further erosion. \ e AN

blockage and flow remediation
—— Woody material management
large wood additions
—— watercourse

In Hyde Creek just above the Ferry Rd :
bridge, the stream is excessively widened with extreme silt accumulation and over-

15 Mercedes Drive ?02-218-8073'
Cornwall, PE / info@cawgpei.com
/
y.

PO BOX 430, COA].HO CORNWALL & AREA WATERSHED GROUP CAWGPEI-COM


mailto:info@cawgpei.com

/

A d straightening, such that there is no longer a discernable
; meecee BEEONS  thalweg. This has been an ongoing issue in the area, and
o ®8 an attempt to improve it was made in 2015 with the
creation of a large series of brush mats that stretched for
about 70m and spanned half of the widened channel. This
helped for a time, but continued sediment input has
caused the water to rise over the brush mat and widen
the channel again. Remediation to this area will require a
series of treatments including further brush matting and
large wood additions. In 2025 we got started on this by
anchoring logs directly in the channel just above the
: bridge to create diversity in the flow. This should help
Woody material create some small pools, establish a thalweg, and
management section in Hyde  encourage improved meander of the channel, all of which

Creek . . )
ree should also improve sediment storage to build up the
banks.
Anchoring logs in Hyde Creek fo diversify flow.
BRUSH MATS

Brush mats are one of our most frequently used strategies for river habitat
restoration. These thick mats constructed on riverbanks from boughs and
branches serve to trap sediment away from salmonid spawning beds, rebuild and
reinforce banks, and restore the natural stream meander.
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In July of this year we created a total of
25 brush mats throughout North River
and Watts Creek. This included six
extra-large brush mats in a heavily
degraded section of Watts Creek,
upstream of Loyalist Rd. This section
suffers from extreme siltation and over-
straightening. Brush mats averaging
15m in length were alternated along the
banks throughout this section. These will
help to pull sediment storage away
from the stream bed toward the banks
and encourage re-establishment of a
natural meander for the stream.

Brush mat construction.

Brush mat locations in Watts Creek

Legend

* Brushmats
watercourse

Brush mat locations in North
River

INVASIVE SPECIES REMOVAL

Invasive species are widespread in PEIL Invasive plant species tend to thrive in the
disturbed soil commonly found around urban developments and agricultural fields.
Since these land uses make up the majority of the North River and Hyde Creek
watersheds, the variety and spread of invasive species in these watersheds is
especially high. At CAWG, invasive species management targets patches of
invasives which are sufficiently limited in size that the patch can be realistically
eradicated, and which can be spread by or have an impact on the river system.
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Effective management of invasive species in PEI is best achieved with the
education and involvement of local landowners. We encourage landowners to
manage invasive species on their properties, and we can help them find the most
appropriate management methods for their needs. For more information on
invasive species and their management please visit the PEI Invasive Species
Council website.

JAPANESE KNOTWEED

Within the town of Cornwall, CAWG is managing three patches of Japanese
knotweed along Hyde Creek and a small fourth patch in a marshy area next to the
Cornwall post office that drains to Hyde Pond. We also manage a fifth patch at
the North River canoe launch in Warren Grove. Eradication of Japanese knotweed
is difficult; it roots deeply, spreads aggressively, and digging it up often stimulates
more growth. CAWG manages these patches using techniques recommended by
the PEI Invasive Species Council (PEIISC). Knotweed plants are cut down at
ground level using loppers or pruning shears and tarps are pinned tightly to the
ground with lawn staples to cover the bare patch. This deprives the plant of the
ability to photosynthesize and in time the root stock will use up its energy stores
and die off. This is a long process that can take up to 10 years and requires that
the ground cover be kept intact and new shoots be cut routinely.

This summer CAWG replaced all the tarps covering our managed knotweed sites.
We removed old tarps, cut back new shoots, and pinned new tarps in place.

Modern Brewers
Village Greer

3

CAWG Japanese knotweed management sites at Hyde Creek, Cornwall post office, and
the canoe launch in Warren Grove.
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Keeping these tarps in good condition and replacing them when they get
damaged is essential to the success of this management strategy.

HIMALAYAN BALSAM
> Pl Several members of the CAWG crew joined
the PEIISC in Beach Grove this July to assist
in the ongoing management of a large site
overrun with Himalayan balsam. The site is
managed by the PEIISC with the help of
volunteers. Each year volunteers gather in

® Beach Grove to pull Himalayan balsam

Vgt il plants over the course of 1-2 days. By
"= € starting at the outer edges of the patch and
el working inward, the patch is prevented from
further spread and is made smaller each

year.

PEIISC Himalayan balsam management area
at the Beach Grove nature frails.

SPAWNING BED IMPROVEMENT

During the salmonid breeding season, trout and salmon lay their eggs in loose
gravel beds in the river channel. In areas with a high prevalence of run-off entering
the river, such as in the North River watershed, these gravel beds become covered
up and embedded over time, reducing the amount of suitable salmonid spawning
habitat. To combat this, each summer we use hard rakes and shovels to free gravel
beds in the river from the silt that covers them. By raking these spawning areas
we're able to temporarily increase the amount of loose gravel available for
breeding salmonids. In 2025 we raked 36 3m x 3m spawning areas on North River
and Watts Creek.

d i B
-7 — Sl CAWG technicians rake gravel

B- : : . . .
2025 raked gravel bed locations. beds in r he river r o improve
salmonid spawning habifat.
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MONITORING, SURVEYS, AND ASSESSMENTS

SMELT SURVEYS

We began our first smelt surveys in March of 2025. During the rainbow smelt
breeding season we check for smelt presence each week at the first stream
crossing of each major tributary. Once we observe smelt at a crossing, the next
crossing upstream is added to our weekly checks. In this way we can observe
which crossings or impoundments constitute a barrier to smelt passage and how
high into each tributary the smelt are migrating. We can use this information to
pinpoint ideal locations for habitat rehabilitation projects and barrier removails.

BIRD SURVEYS

We began performing yearly bird surveys in 2022 for the
purpose of cataloguing bird species present in our watersheds
and identifying habitats that host at-risk species in need of
conservation. These surveys take place during the avian
breeding season in early June and are often a beloved task for
CAWG crew members. During our 1-2 days of bird surveys, our
crew gets an early start at 5am to observe birds at the time they
are most active. We identify birds primarily by call with

£

assistance from The Mgrlm b|rd. ID app. We also record bird Wartershed
sightings and habitat information. Technician Camille
Neri conducting a

bird survey in the
In 2025 we added several new Upton Farmiands

locations for our bird surveys and area.

retired those locations which

have already been well-catalogued. For new
locations we chose a series of both meadow and
wooded sites in and around the Cornwall area. We
wanted to survey these areas for species at risk
which might merit long-term habitat protections,
and document species for future management
considerations. Notable bird species detected
during our surveys include the brown-headed cowbird, common loon, tree swallow,
and eastern wood pewee.

CAWG's bird survey areas in Cornwall
and Beach Grove.
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DAMAGE AND VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS

Originally intfroduced in winter of 2024 as a way to assess the extent of storm
damage and identify vulnerable areas, these assessments have since evolved into
a method for tracking the overall health of in-stream and riparian habitats
throughout our watersheds. The survey design was adapted from the Whole
Watershed Assessment originally published by the PEI Wildlife Federation. Since
their inception, these walking surveys have taken us to the most remote reaches of
the North River and Hyde Creek river systems. In 2025 we collected data for any
remaining reaches that had not been previously assessed, and the sum of the
collected data was used to inform our Fish Habitat Management Plan designed by
David Morgan. These assessments will continue to be performed every 5 years to
update our record of site conditions and track changes over time.

STREAM CROSSING INVENTORY
CAWG has been working toward refreshing
our inventory of all the stream crossings in
our watersheds, whether bridges or culverts,
public or private. In 2025, we added
comprehensive measurement data for nine
stream crossings to our inventory. The data
we collect indicates whether a crossing :
constitutes a barrier to fish passage and s

helps us to prioritize which crossings are \

most in need of improvement. This data is Taking measurements for the Stream Crossing
also useful for culvert project funding Inventory.

applications and engineering plans.

REDD SURVEYS

Redds are patches of disturbed gravel in the stream bed created by salmonids in
which they deposit their eggs during breeding season. CAWG performs yearly redd
surveys every November to assess the size of salmonid breeding populations in
the North River system. This also lets us see where our stream bed enhancement
activities have had the most impact and provides an indicator for where to target
those activities in the coming year.
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2025 redd surveys recorded a healthy number Atlantic Salmon Redds in the North River
of brook trout redds, but no Atlantic salmon Watershed By vear
redds were found this year. A year-to-year -

comparison of CAWG's Atlantic salmon redd s L aooM
data reveals an average decline in the Atlantic j e e,
salmon breeding population. 2024 marked a I AR
slight resurgence, but overall it is clear that the U IO 00 SO 0T 2018 2019 2020 200 2022 203 202 20
Atlantic population is at risk of extirpation from

the North River watershed.

Trend of Atlantic salmon redds counted in
the North River Watershed from 2008 fo
2025,

Historically there has been a lack of

standardization in redd survey methodology among PEI watershed groups.
Beginning in 2025 CAWG has adopted the standardized methodology for redd
surveys promoted by the PEI Department of Forests, Fish and Wildlife. This
methodology includes a series of measurements and other criteria meant to assist
in differentiating Atlantic salmon and brook trout redds.

ELECTROFISHING SURVEYS

Another way we assess salmonid populations is
through electrofishing surveys. Captured fish are
held in large bins for counting and measuring and
then released back into the stream.

In 2025, we performed electrofishing surveys at 8
sites throughout the North River and Hyde Creek
watersheds. These consisted of five index sites from
which we calculate population size and density, and
three spot check sites to determine what fish species
are present at the location.

During this year’s surveys we found twelve young
Atlantic salmon across two index sites along the

main branch of the North River. This was a highly
welcome and anticipated result as we had found
salmon redds the previous fall after seeing no

Electrofishing and measuring . . .
captured fish. indicators of salmon for 2 years. The 2025 relative

densities of young Atlantic salmon in North River
represent a 5 year high!
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Relative Densities of Atlantic salmon
River system 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025(Trend
NR Main 3.336% 0.270%| 0.000%| 0.000%| 5.481%| ~_ .~
NR system 1.159% 0.261%| 0.000%| 0.000%| 1.977%| —__
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Proportion of salmonid population densities consisting of Atlantic salmon.

PROJECTS

LOYALIST RD CULVERT POOL

Our largest project of 2025 was
undertaken to restore fish passage at a
severely perched culvert on Loyalist Rd
in Miltonvale Park. For decades, this
culvert on Watts Creek had been a
barrier to migratory fish. It partially
blocked Atlantic salmon, brook trout,
and rainbow trout, and completely
blocked rainbow smelt. To expedite a
solution, CAWG opted to back flood the
culvert rather than seek culvert
replacement. This was done by creating
a new outlet channel consisting of a
series of natural step-pools. By
improving passage here, more than 10
km of vital spawning habitat upstream
is now accessible.

With the help and guidance of Rosie
MacFarlane, fish biologist for the PEI
department of Forests, Fish, and
Wildlife, CAWG performed a fish rescue
prior to the decommissioning of the old
channel. Fish were removed from the
old channel by backpack electrofishing
and were released safely downstream
away from construction.

15 Mercedes Drive
Cornwall, PE
PO Box 430, COA1HO
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BEFORE

Before and after photos of the culvert outlet on
Loyalist Rd. Prior fo this project the culvert was
perched above the outlet pool, creating a barrier fo
fish passage.

Before and after aerial photos of the pool outlet
below the Loyalist Rd culvert. The new step-pools
have raised the water level in the pool to meet the
culvert outlet.
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As soon as construction was completed, the CAWG crew sowed grass seed and
mulched the area to prevent loose soil from washing into the stream. The area was
then fully planted with native tree and shrub species to stabilize the bank and re-
establish the treed buffer zone.

NATURALIZATION GALLERY SIGN REPLACEMENT
The Naturalization Gallery in Cornwall
consists of a walking trail surrounding
the Terry Fox Sports complex,
bordered by a series of naturalized
areas and pollinator beds. Along the
trail are examples of the tree species
of the Wabanaki-Acadian forest
designated with interpretive signs. In
recent years many of the wooden
signposts were becoming weak with
rot so we decided to give the gallery
signage a refresh.

Y B Selavosst
Drilling post holes and installing new signposts at the
Naturalization Gallery.

In May of this year we removed all the old signposts and sunk new posts into the
ground. We added post wraps and caps to slow and prevent future wood roft,
replaced missing or damaged signs, added new signs for shrub species which
were not previously indicated, and re-planted tree species that had not survived
since the initial planting. The gallery now contains more native tree and shrub
species than ever before, complete with well-placed and informative signage for
every species.

NORTH RIVER DEFLECTOR

This year we took the first step toward restoring the natural meander of the North
River directly upstream of Milton Bridge. This project required two steps: a stream
bed profile survey and construction of a felled tree deflector.

When installing a deflector to improve stream meander, we must ensure that the
chosen placement of the deflector will enhance the natural meander instead of
working against it. The section of river in question has become so straightened
that any natural meander is not readily apparent, so to choose the best placement
for the deflector we enlisted the help of the Department of Forests, Fish, and
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Wwildlife. We collected a series of
measurements which represented cross-
sections of the river. These cross-sections were
used to model the stream-bed profile, which
revealed the path of the thalweg (the deepest
part of the channel). This allowed us to see
where the river should naturally bend and
place our deflector where it will best
encourage that.

Moving and installing felled frees for a
deflector on North River:

Once the placement of the deflector had
been determined, we set to work felling
trees for its construction. With
permission from the landowner, trees
were sourced from an adjacent red
spruce plantation that was in need of
thinning. We felled eleven spruce trees
and hauled them to the bank. The trees
were then placed in the water against
the bank, layered together, and staked
into place. Over time, this will deflect
——— e water toward the opposite bank,
A new deflector constructed of whole felled trees in . .
North River gradually encouraging the river to bend
at that location.

HYDE POND SIGNAGE

Interpretive signs were updated at Hyde
Pond this year, and several new signs
were added. We replaced signs at our
two observation decks with updated
designs that provide information about
the bird and animal species commonly
seen around the pond. We also added
two new signs next to the parking area
with history about the pond and
information about wetlands.

B

New interpretive signage at Hyde Pond.
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WILDFLOWER SEEDS

This project began in the fall of 2024 with our first
wildflower seed collection and came to fruition in
spring of 2025 when we began packaging our seeds for
distribution. CAWG packaged blue flag iris, swamp
milkweed, and cutleaf coneflower. We’ve used these for
both sales and giveaways at several of our events this
year, and they were popular! We repeated the
wildflower seed collection again this fall and those
seeds will be packaged for distribution at our 2026
events. Some seeds are collected in the wild, but the
majority are collected from the pollinator beds and
naturalized areas that we manage in the Town of

) Cornwall. We are working on increasing the number
CAWG wildflower seed packages, 9Nd spread of wildflower species in these areas so we
can maintain a varied and sustainable seed supply.

OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

CAWG AGM

Our Annual General Meeting took place in May at the Cornwall Town Hall building.
This year’s guest speaker was Clay Cutting of the PEI Invasive Species Council.
Clay spoke about the invasive species most commonly found on PEI, the
importance of invasive species management, and how homeowners can begin to
manage invasives on their property. Reports were given from the Chairperson,
Coordinator, and treasurer. We saw some new faces at the meeting this year and
gained a new director as well!

CAWG's 2025 AGM at the Town of Cornwall fown hall.
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WATER SCHOOL

This yearly team-up with the Town of
Cornwall teaches elementary students
about water conservation in the home and
in the environment. Water School is part of
a larger program that also includes students
from Stratford and Charlottetown. This year
in May, Grade 5 students from Eliot River
Elementary joined us for a fun and hands-on
day where they learned about watersheds,
water conservation, and how everything in
nature is connected.

session of Water School at the Town of Cornwall
fown hall.

CORNWALL DANDELION FESTIVAL
In spring of 2025, CAWG participated in the
Town of Cornwall Dandelion Festival. This
community event celebrates the arrival of
spring and promotes pollinator-friendly
practices. CAWG hosted a dandelion crown-
making station and a native wildflower
information booth, where we gave away 100
of our native wildflower seed packets.

CAWG's dandelion crown-making station and
native wildflower information booth at the
Dandelion Festival in Cornwall,

WILDFLOWERS FOR WASTE

Each year CAWG hosts a volunteer garbage cleanup event in
the Hyde Pond area. This year our event was titled
“Wildflowers for Waste.” Community members were
encouraged to walk around the area and collect a bag of litter,
which they could then exchange for a package of wildflower
seeds at our event table. We had tables set up at both Hyde
Pond and the Cornwall Community Gardens where
participants could obtain empty garbage bags and exchange
full ones.

CAWG "Wildflowers for
Waste” table at the
Cornwall Community
Gardens.
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CANADA DAY TREE GIVEAWAY

This event is an annual tradition for CAWG and is one of our biggest events of the
season. In recent years, however, there has been a reduction in the number of
trees available to give away. This year, we were able to continue the tradition
thanks to David Butterworth of Wheatley River, who generously donated the 200
young spruce and pine trees that were used in our giveaway.

CAWG’s Canada Day event fable
manned by Camille Neri at
Milfonvale Community Park.

Donated trees being
picked up in preparation
for the giveaway.

STRIPED BASS DERBY

Our annual striped bass derby was first held in 2024 and took place again in 2025
at the North River causeway. This event takes advantage of the popularity of
striped bass fishing and the abundance of the species to bring community
members together and bring awareness to CAWG’s work. It has been highly
popular from its inception, with prizes donated by local businesses for the largest
catches.

CAWG's annual striped bass derby at the North River causeway.
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TRILBY LANE DAY CAMPS

Trilby Lane Day Camps is a hobby farm in North Milton. offering nature-based
childcare programs, connecting kids with animals, plants, and the great outdoors.
We had 2 visits in 2025, which included the exploration of macroinvertebrates and
learning how “fish grow on trees!”

LD e . | v% £
Children at the Trilby Lane Day Camp particijpate in nature-conscious
activities led by CAWG.

EAST WILTSHIRE FALL FIELD TRIP

This October CAWG teamed up with the Town of
Cornwall's public works department to host a field
trip for grade 8 students from East Wiltshire
school. Students first visited Cornwall's newest
water tower to learn about municipal water
supply and storage. Next they made a stop at the
Naturalization Gallery in the Terry Fox Sports
Complex to learn about native trees and shrubs.
Then they finished their field trip at Hyde Pond
where they learned about the town’s water Students learn about municipal water
treatment systems and the role of wetlands in the  sforage at Cornwall’s new water
environment. fower:
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TRAINING

WATERSHED CHAINSAW TRAINING

This chainsaw training course, focused on techniques and equipment maintenance
specific to watershed work, was offered for the first time in 2025 and facilitated by
the PEI Watershed Alliance. Our certified chainsaw operators, Veronica and David,
attended this two-day supplementary training in June where they learned about
maintaining chainsaws that are frequently used in a wet environment, preferred
techniques for chainsaw use in the river, and what to do if a chainsaw is
accidentally submerged.

WATERSHED WORKER TRAINING

Each summer the PEI Watershed Alliance offers training for new watershed
workers that covers a variety of topics and tasks common to watershed fieldwork.
This training typically consists of a classroom session followed by a field visit to a
participating watershed. This year both our new and returning crew members
attended the training. The classroom portion was hosted at the UPEI Climate Lab
in St. Peters Bay, and the field visit was hosted by the Souris and Area Branch of
the PEI Wildlife Federation.

A = 7

Attendees of the 2025 Watershed Worker Training discussed river and
riparian features during a field visit.

BIRD SURVEY POINT COUNT TRAINING

A training session for conducting bird surveys using a point count method was
hosted this summer by the Belfast and Area Watershed Group. The goal of the
training was to empower other watershed groups to conduct their own bird
surveys and to standardize the methodology used. CAWG has been conducting
annual bird surveys since 2022 and we were happy for the opportunity to expand
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our methodology and learn what other groups are doing.
The training was attended by our Project Manager,
Veronica Jendrick, who incorporated the expanded data
collection into our own bird surveys this year in the
Cornwall area.

The bird survey point count
data collection sheet
provided by BAWG.
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