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BACK TO BABYLON

Lake Worth-based playwright, director and performer
Gregg Tomé portrays numerous characters in his one-man
show Back ro Babylon, which centers on a group of
friends and an impending high-school reunion, A standout
character is Billy B, a pothead who allows Tomé to
deliver some of the best simulated bong-smoking ever
witnessed onstage. The fash of his Bic lighter and the
ethereal, babbling-brook-like sucking sound he makes is
mesmerizing. “There's no water in the bong. That's just
me making the noise,” Tomé says proudly. Billy B
delivers words of wisdom such as “Everything's cool”
hefore the smoke even has time to clear his lungs. “You

do have to be in good physical shape to get that all out,”
Tomé explains, adding that he based Billy B on a real
person, “He came to see the show in New York, and it
was like no time had gone by. He's got a backpack with
hath his bong and a 12-pack of beer, and during the
performance, 1 start hearing the flip-tops popping and
smelling pot. I completely lost my concentration.”
Billy B will do that to you.

Location: The Cuillo Centre for the Arts, 201 Glematis SL.,

West Palm Beach

Time: 8 pm. Fridays, 2 and 8 p.m. Salurdays; through Feb. 24

Cost: $15

Contact: 561/835-9226 or Culllocentre.com
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New York International Fringe Festival Reviews

BABYLON, LONG ISLAND
reviewed by Mark OToaole

Babylon, long island is a 90-minute one-
man, one-act show, written, directed and
performed by Gregg Tomé in his first
appearance in FringeNYC. Tomé is no
newcomer to the theatre, however, having
performed in various off-off Broadway
productions and in Los Angeles. In fact,
Babylan, long island was first performed at
the Theatre at the Improv in Los Angeles.

Tomé's experience shows. Babylon may
very well be the finest show in FringeNYC
this year. Babylon is a nostalgic tale of
Tomé’s hometown of Babylon, Long Island
during the summer of 1977, woven together
in a series of witty monologues delivered
by nine men whose lives are intertwined.
Each character is a resident, indeed a
fixture, of this small town; each is a
philosopher and likes to talk. What do they
talk aboul? Themselves—but there are
matifs that traverse their speeches—they all
share an appreciation for the eyclical nature
of  transition, life, history, the
environment and Babylon’s sewape
system.

An old man called "Hi-Hello" likes to shout
at schoolchildren from the porch of his
nursing home and asks where you're going
and where you've been. "Nanzo K'Manzo,"
a voung man who cruises the town on a
bicycle wearing a cape and goggles to
convince everyone he's crazy, talks about
breaking out of the ‘“circle" called
normality. The "Cesspool Man," a plumber
steeped in the history of the town's sewage,
tells us about little "circles" in the earth
waiting for the retum of the individual
cesspool. "Furaha,” “the only black kid in
town" speaks [rom within the circle of the
wrestling ring, where he has become the
town’s star athlete. "Donnie." who makes
an unseen appearance in all of the other

vignettes, talks about little red "dots”
connecting Babylon to the rest of the world.

There is no overstating that this story is
complex and well written. Each character
manages to tell us a little about the others so
well that I was looking forward to seeing
some of them long before they made their
appearance. 1'm still thinking about them.
Likewise, one cannot overemphasize that
the show is marvelously performed by
Tomé and perfectly executed by his crew.
Lights dim after each monologue, classic
rock fades gently in, and Tomé peels off
layers of clothing to make each transition to
a new character. Without missing a beal, he
picks up an innocuous-looking prop in a
comer of the stage, the spotlight flashes
back on, and he tums to the crowd with a
startlingly  different face, voice and
personality. | could have swom there were
nine actors on the stage, not one. While the
memory play is hardly original, this show
has everything it needs to make its mark: a
deeply inspired story, a remarkable
performance and perfect timing.
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It’s a Babylonian Homecoming
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BABYLON, LONG ISLAND Writer-performer Greq
Tomé transforms his experiences growing up in a
small New York suburb into a series of nine colorful
and compassionate portraits. Many of these are con-
fused young men: a beilliant high schoal student
who'd rather bomb out on dope than go to college, a
celebrated young wrestier bitter with secret homo-
sexual cravings, an adolescent misfit who exorcises
his loneliness by performing daredevil motorcycle
slunts, a boasting swaggerer who cloaks his evident
sexual insecurity in an obsession with flashy cars
and fast driving. Although Tome's effonts to diaw
~meaningful parallels between the Babylon of yore
and his hometown of the 19705 seem overblown,
that hardly matters; far more germane is the tender-
ness and comic insight with which he addresses the
men’s foolish foibles and self-deceptions, and the
tragedies they lead to. Tomé is a talented monologist
and an intelligent writer, Theater at the Improv, 8165
Melrose Ave.,, W. Hiywd.; Fri-Sat, 8 pm.; Sun., 7
p.m.; thru April 5, (213) 660-8587 . (Deborah Klugman)
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LONG ISL&HD mms Gregg Tome wrote and stars in Back
to Babylon.

‘Back to Babylon'

Performing on Sat-
urday evenings only at
the Cuillo Centre's cozy
upstairs Cabaret Room
is Lalke Worth actor -
Gregg Tome in his re-
worked, one-man play
Back to Babylon.

The play is an inter-
locking series of charac-
ter vignettes of vivid
souls from the Long Is-
land railroad transfer
stop town, recalled from
Tome's formative years
in the 1970s. It takes a
while, but eventually
their genial, rambling
monologues lead to a
darl tragic boating acci-
dent that continues to
haunt these guys.

Tome has a haunt-
ing quality as well, able
to change personalities

with chameleon-like
sleill, allowing his show
to work best as perfor-
mance art.

As a writer, he
makes some amusing
parallels between the
New York suburb and
the biblical city that lent
its name, and a nostal-
gic slide show should
be particularly evocative
to former Long Island-
ers.

Wheve: Cuillo Centre
for the Arts Cabaret
Room, 201 Clematis St.,
West Palm Beach.

Wien: Saturdays at 8
p.n., through June 18.

Tickets: S15.
Phone: (561) 835-
226.

— Hap Evstein
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Babylon, Long island
Reviewed By Julius Novick

Gregg Tome, the writer-performer-  vgapyion, Long Istand *
director nf“ﬂahyln;:; Long Istnm::_i“ o e
grew up in that suburban town. His  yheater:PS 122

show, says the program, "is 100S8ly | geation: 150 First Ave..
based on people Gregg knew and  y(

events that occured during his m:zalzm_aa?-f

teen fﬂﬂm.ﬂ In 90 minutes worth of Starts:August 14, 2002
monologues, Tome impersonates  gnge:August 25, 2002
nine characters, six of them

buddies at Babylon High School in

1977, the others local adults. The characlers are not hip, not
witty, not rich, not cultivated, not strivers, but they are sharply
drawn: Billy-B, boy genius and dedicated stoner; Nanzo
K'Manzo, who wants to be Evil Knievel, Vito, with his gift for
refurbishing various kinds of vehicles, and his dangerous love of
going very, very fast. The most interesting among them is
Furaha, the creepy, slightly sadistic wrestiing star, because he is
the one with a secret.

They are presented simply, on a bare stage, backed by not-
very-evocative slides of Babylon scenes, with just a few pieces
of fumniture scattered around, and simple, functional lighting. (No
designers are credited; this is very much a one-man show.)
Tome is not a virtuoso of self-transformation, but he keeps the
characters distinct, aided by cleverly chosen, cleverly deployed
hats, jackets, and shirts, over blue coveralls, over a genuine
Babylon High School wrestiing uniform.

Tome is an engaging performer
with plenty of energy, and he has no axe to grind. His attitude
toward his town is neither safiric nor nostalgic, but rueful. His
show can hold the attention, even of non-Long Islanders, for the
vividness of its characters and their modest, unmistakable
authenticity.

Gregg Tome clearly knows where he came from.
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Back To Babylon

A oong man play which explores the Haleyon days
(High School) ol & young man in Babylon, Long
Ishand Mew York and the various charactars which
poputated them. The play is written, directed and
acled by Greg Tome. The real attraclion of the
shiow isn't so much the story as it is Tome’s acling
which is extraordinary. ITs nof only his infleclion
and fone that changes with each characler bul his
physical transtormation is astonishing as well, The
show vas anginally slatad to end on the 1810 of
June but thanks to every show selling out kas been
axtended into July and who knows when, Tome’s
wile Kara, a collaborater in everything including
Showtel and various other local arl happenings
says "..we'll keep doing it wnbil we stop selling
fickets.”  An amazing performance and a greal
story as well, just in case you had any doubls
aboul This mans genius.

Wial One Man and 8 Characters

When Evary Saturday for God Knows How Long
Where The Cuillo 200 Block ol Clematis WPE
How Much 515 - Call 561.835.9226
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New York Bahylon

Those 1970s sure were strange

Woody Allen has Manhattan. Neil Simon
has Yonkers. But for local playwright
Gregg Tome, there's only one town in the
State of New York he' needs to keep ap-

prised of, and that’s his hometown of Baby-
lon, Long Island. The town is special to
him for a number of reasons, not the least
of which is the loads of praise lavished
upon the play it inspired him to write —
Back to Babylon, Set in the 1970s, the one-
man play — acted out by Tome himself —
weaves together the stories of nine dis-
parate but fully acquainted townspeople.
Like many a reminiscent coming-of-age
tale, Back to Babylon begins with a guy
mulling over his ten-year high school re-
union. Donny, the first character, opens the
story by recounting the people and events
that defined his teenage years. Soon, we

i 52

T - S
hear from eight other Babylonians, as Tomé
transforms from ponderous 20-something
to wild and confused teenager to, finally, a
slightly daft senior citizen. It's tragic (the
silly daredevil), it's comic (the barmy old
guy), and it's something any small-town
person can relate to (just look at your
neighbors). Back to Babylon opens Friday at
the Cuillo Centre for the Arts (201 Clematis
St., West Palm Beach). The show takes
place at 8 pam. every Friday and at 2 and 8
p.m. every Saturday through February 25.
Tichets cost $15. Call 561-835-0226,
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Posted by L.P. Streitfeld on September 09, 19102 at 12:13:49:

The Transformative Symbol

The symbolic peeling off clothing layers by Gregg Tome as he passed through a
succession ol characters residing in his hometown of Babylon, Long Island effectively
encapsulated the theme of his one man show — the underlying connection between
individuals sharing a common experience. Intelligent writing utilized the incorporation of
everyday objects (cesspools, cars, bikes and boats) as symbols linking personality to a
fate tightly locking nine engaging characters into a tragic narrative revolving around the
very name of the village. The ingenious use of the water tower as a modern
representation of the ancient tower of Babel pulled this performance piece together as a
multi-layered narrative incorporating opposing viewpoints, yet transcending the
particular time and place in which the story is set.
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Evocative “Babylon’ returns to stir b

In December 2001,
Lake Worth's Gregg Tome
brought his one-man

P show,
Babylon,
L[, recol-
lections of
growing
up in that
suburhan
New York
fowm in
the late
1970s and
the effects of a tragic boat-
ing accident on a close cir-
cle of friends, to Theatre
West in Wellington.

But chances are you
did noi see it baclk then,
because few theatergoers

fymiin

found Theatre West's play- .

ing space in an industiial
park behind the Mall at
Wellington Green. As
Tome recalls, “Although I
appreciated the opportuni-
ty to worlt there, n? COurse,
T would say it wasn't the
ideal place to do a show.
But it was a good spring-
hoard for me, I guess.”

The play went next to
the New Yorl Internation-
al Fringe Festival in the
summer of 2002 and now
— with a title change to
Back to Babylon — it re-
turns to this area for four
consecutive Saturday eve-
nings, beginning May 23,
in the upstairs Cabaret
Room at the Cuillo Centre
in West Palm Beach.

As Tome says of the
substantially revised
script, “It’s tighter now, be-
cause the changes I'm in-
corporating give it a clear
heginning, a middle and an
end. I've added two
scenes, with one of the
characters introducing the
play who never did before.
Then, through a flashback,
we go back through his
memory and he relives
moments with his friends.
At the end, it comes full
circle as I perform a new
scene between the four
guys, which I'm so excited
by. To me it feels like a
whole new play.”

Thus, the new title. "1

HAatnle #hic HHla moflacte het

201 Clematis St., West.
Palm/Beach, Fron Satur-
~ day o June 18: Tickets: -
~ $15.Call:(561) 836~
9296, Gl i

2

their past to deal with
things lilee loss, great
memories, bad memories,”
says Tome. “Now the play
really centers on the guys,
though the stuff about an-
cient Babylon” and its par-
allels with its Long Tsland
namesake is in the play.

Is the play finished
now? “Who knows? I thinl
it's pretty close,” he says
with a laugh. “T think the
audience is going to get to
go.on more of ajourney
this time, to start thinking
about things that hap-
pened to them in their
past. And on top of all that,
they’re going to have a
great time.”

uried mennories



WIEET VOUR NEIGHBOR: Gregg Tomé, 43 .

THE PALM BEACH POST  »

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2005

Local actor’s one-man play

recalls life on Long Island

By LADY HEREFORD
Palrr Beack Post Siaff Wriler

Actor and writer Gregp Tomé
has performed onstage in New
York and Los Angeles and has ap-
peared on the small and big
SCIeens.

Mot bad for a kid who grew up
in Babylon, N.Y.

Tomé, who was born in Man-
hattan and lived in the South
Bronx before moving to Babylon,
turned his memories of Long [s-
land into a one-man show, Back fe
Babylon. ‘The show runs through
Saturday at the Cuille Cenlre in
West Palm Beach.

In the show, Tomeé, 43, plays
several characters who are affected
by a tragic incident in the water-
front town. “It's all based on real
events and pf:ﬂle'“ said Tome,
whao lives in Lake Wortl.

He began wriling Buack fo Baby-
fon eight years ago, He has per-
formed il at the New York Interna-
lional Fringe Festival, and in 2002
e tool it to the cutling-edge Man-
;!élzﬂ:m theater Perlormance Space

“l was so lucky to be asked to
do il there,” said Tomeé. “Ti was like
a dream come true,”

This is the second Lime Tomeé
s performed the show at the
Cuillo and the third tine he's done
it locally. In 2001, it was called
HBabylen LI, and he performed it at
Wellington's Theatre WesL

Tomé first started acting while
attending Sullivan Counly Commu-
nity College in New York. Appear-
ing in a school production of Grys
asd Dolls made Tomé reconsider
his dreams of playing hasehall,

He later studied flm and the-
ater at Hunter College, bt his
main interest at the time was Glm
production. “1 still wasn't totally
committed to being an actor,” he
said.

That changed after he took act-
ing classes. He also began to get
small roles, including an appear-
ance in the soap opera One Life to
Live,

After doing a string of of-
Broadway shows and independent
films, Tomeé and several students
from his acting class started their

own theater company. The group
perfommed the play Fage by
Stephen King in New Yorl and Los
Angeles,
During the 19905, Tomé ap-
eared in the film The Fan starring
bert De MNiro and an episode of
the television servies Lois & Clark.
Afterward, he decided to concen-
trate on wriling. Back fo Belon
was his first effort.

He said his next play will be
based on the late Herb Goodman, a
Lake Worth resident who was
known as “The Shark Man® and is
credited with catching hundreds of
sharks off South Florida's coast he-
fore the practice was banned.

He also is involved, along with

his wife Iara, in developing a
space for contemporary visual and
performance artists in Palm Beach
%ruunty. Ten!aﬁmm m'tsitﬁl

ojects, it is ex 1o apen
West Palm Beach within a few
maonths,

Tomdé, who also works in real
estate, initially was drawn to Lake
Worth because his parents moved
there. Then he fell in love with the
area, "This reminds me of my town
of Babylon,” he said,

What are your hobbles?
“Writing. [ play lots of s rts,
basketball and softhall. Reacmg
What do you do when you want to
ot away from It all?

“I take my son out to do fami
activities,” Tomé said of T-year-ol
Sloan. He and his wife are expect
ing their second child in July.

What Is your favorite play?

The Dreamer Examines Hiz Pif-
fote by Johin Patrick Shanley.

What s your most memarable
momemnt?

“Meeting my hiture wife on a
street corner on the Lower East
Side of New York."

For what would you llke to be
remembered?

“A great father, an artist whos
work examined the human condi
h?ﬁl_ﬁ_nd a great guy to hang out
with.

@ fady_herfonkEptpost.oom



BABYLON’ TALES

One-man

drama set
in 1970s

By JAN SJIOSTROM
Daily News Aris Editer

Gregg Tome has
heen going Back to
Babylon for years now.
He started working in
1997 on his one-man
show about a circle of
teenage pals from his
hometown of Babylon,
Long Island. He's per-
formed the show three
times in Los Angeles,
. onee at TheatreWest in
Wellington, and, most
recently, three vears
ago at the New York In-

-----

Palm Beach Daily News

rilar o . l_i

Gregg Tome performs as ‘Cesspool Man,' one nf-several
characters in ‘Back to Babylon,” opening Saturday.

ternational Fringe Festi-
val.

Then he put the
show on hold. "It got
great reviews at the
Fringe Festival, but I
felt there was something
missing,” the 43-vear-old
Lake Worth-based the-

ater artist said. "T didn't
want to do it again until
I figured that out."

He's found the miss-
ing elements, he said,
and is putting them to

Please see BABYLON,
Page A7



Show is based on one man’s memories of his teenage buddies

Fram Page Al

the test starting at 8 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Cuillo Centre for
the Arts’ second-floor cabaret.
He'll repeat the show on the
following three Saturdays.

The show is based on his
recollections of the effect two
tragic hoating accidents had
on himself and his buddies
when he was a teenager in the
mid-1970s.

“It was an amazing time,"
he said. “We had boats. We'd
go to the beach in the sum-
mer.” But then, there were
the accidents, which Tome
still cannot get out of his
mind.

Tome plays nine charac-
ters, many of them decided
gecentries. The most impor-
tamt is Donny, the narrator.
Donny sets the story in
motion on the eve of his 10-
vear high school reunion,
when he hears a song in a bar
that reminds him of his old
friends, Unlike Tome, Donny
has never left Babylon.

Tome also portrays Don-
ny's friends: Billy-B, a bril-
liant marijuana addict, Nanzo
I'Manzo, who plans an Evel
I{nievel-style bicycle stunt to
agsert his individuality; Fura-
ha, a gifted wrestler umcom-
fortable with his sexmal iden-
tity; and Vito, who is obsessed
with fast machines.

The adult characters —
dubious figures Tome calls
“mentors” — are: Old Man Hi-
Hello, the erazy seer who pre-
dicts a doom akin to that
which felled ancient Babylon;
a pep-talking coach; Cesspool
Man, who insists that the
town's sewer system killed
his father; and Manny, Fura-
ha's father, a former Manhat-
tanite who deals drugs.

o sl e L SR T

| el

“The show has gotten
better all across the
board. It’s a lot more
cohesive and the
characters are
beefier.’
- ZACHARIAH PHILLIPS

Production coordinator,
Cuillo Centre for the Arts

Most of the characters are
composites of people Tome
knew, except for the coach,
whose speeches are taken
almost verbatim from a real-
life coach.

At one point, Tome plays
four characters at once, in a
phantasmagoric flashback.
“This was the *70s,” Tome
said. Pop tunes from the mid-
"I0s, such as David Bowie's
Golden Years, Stevie Won-
der's Higher Ground and Thin
Lizzie's The Boys are Back in
Towmn, help set the scene.

Sinee the Fringe Festival,
Tome has discovered a way to
link the monologues into a
story by using video montag-
es. T'o make them, he teamed

~up with Kenneth “Henny 5"

Greenbaum, a Lake Worth-
based filmmaker whose cred-
its include filming Detroit
bands, screenings at the
Museum of Contemporary Art
in North Miami and leading a
student film workshop at the
Palm Beach Institute of Con-
temporary Act.

Greenbaum blended
Tome's slides of Babylon into
montages that represent frag-
ments of Donny’s memories.
I tried to pull everything out
and give you an idea of what's
going on in his head” the
filmmaker said. The videos
introduce the show, act as
transitions between the mono-
logues and back a climactic
scene.

The artistic refinements
were not the only challenge
Tome faced in bringing his

other was finding a place to
perform. Local theaters ave

“reluctant: to turn over (heir

space to obscure mnsis he
said,

lfortunately, the Cuillo
Centre's Zachariah Thillips
operated the lights for a read-
ing of the show Tome did five
years ago at the theater. He
liked what he saw. FPhillips,
the theater's production coor-
dinator, said “the show has
gotten better all across the
hoard. It's a lot more cohesive
and the characters ave beefi-
er.”

The Cuillo's 5S0-seat caba-
ret is an underused resource,
Phillips said. At about $150 a
day for rent snd light and
sound equipment, it's a bar-
gain, he said. “It's a great
place to workshop some-

Tome is looking forward
to assessing the audience's
reaction. "I believe this will
be the final version," he said.
if the new elements work
well, he'll start looking for o
theater on Long Island where
he can really bring the show
Back to Bubylon, he said.

The show will be per-
formed at & p.m. Satwday,
June 4, June 11 and June 18 at
the Cuillo Centre, 201 Clema-
tis 5t., West Palm Reach. For
tickets, call 835-8226.

- jsjostrom@pbdailynews.com
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‘Babylon’ looks at Long Island life

Playwright plays a
gallery of different
characters, creating the
town and its denizens.

st as television audiences
break into applause when any
one mentions “Brooklyn,” rans:
planted Long lslanders vearn-
ing for a show that evobies their
northern home el shoulid
check am
Cirepyr
Tome's one
mian show,
Hatdan, L1,
opeEnimng o
might at
[Teatre
Wesl in

Wellington
) Bom in
Erstein the South
Thealer Bromx,
[S o i aam] j" Wi

moved with
his Tamily to Balsylon when he
was &, anel he has collected
characters from the railroad
stop lown ever since. ] think
this came abioul because ['ve al
wavs imitated people,” he says,
“Tve always latched on o cor
L imannerisms and just went
with that,”

I ther show e plays a pal-
leey of different charactors, cre-
ating the town and its colorful
denizens in a tale of intrigue
"There’s actually @ plot, but not
a typical one. | oy amd tell a sto
v through these charcler-
tlaven monologues, which is a
hoge challenge, actually.”

It s not a1 prortreait o the
towwn that the Chamiber of Comn-
merce is likely to embrace. *J
lon’t think =o, nor will cortain
residents, Um sure,” says Tome
“Hul it's my perspective.”

Even il the closest vou've
ever come o Mabylon, 11, is
reading about its biblical name
sakee, Tome insists his play will
atill imterest vou, 1 think the
pla really has a universal
theme,” he says. "1 believe that
whiere vou are now has 1o do
with who vou are, for hetler or
for worse. Every time | do the
show, somehody will come up
tev e ane =aw, "Oh, 1 know that
o or ] know a mechanic like
that " And | go “Where are you
fronm® "Michigan,” 1 think that's
(e heanty of it.”

Mandy's back in Boca . .. CUn
an airport layover on his way
back to New York, Broadway-
Ielevision-film-and-concert-star
Mandy Patinkin called recently
Lo talk abowt his coneert Thurs-
day evening at Florida Mlantic
Liniversity's Auditorium

It will be colled from three

W BABYLON, L.I.: Al Theatre
Wesl, 11320 Fartune
Circle, Wellington, Tickels:
$15. Call: 791-1950,

albuims, his most recent dise of
nowvelly songs and selections
aimed al youngsters (Kidults),
an upcoming disc of Stephen
Sondheim material and a disc of
traditional Yiddish numbers,
called Mamaloshen (Mather
Tongre).

When | supges! 1o him (hat
South Florida andiences would
love an entire evening of Yid
dish song, he perks up. “1 keep
hearing that people acound the
country would be atraid of it [
think il would go over great in
Fioca, but theyre afraid 1o book
it,” Patinkin says, “Put a little
wish for it in vour article. |
wonld appre
clate it”
Lo,

Patinkin
lias been
away from
live theater
for awlhile,
bul lr savs
he 1% trying
o pul togeth
era |||'fildlll_'
tion of Hen
rik Ibsen's drama of community
responsibility, As Enemy of the
Feapde. "1 hink iU's a timely sto
Iy bo approsch right now,” he
5AYS.

Sill, he says he is happiest
doing his idiosyneratic con-
cerls, s a completely (ree
form, the reservoir is endless,
the material is extraordinary
There's nothing that beats 0"

He is a fan of lyrics, and
chovses what he sings alinosl
entirely on the words, *And
those words are somelimes se-
rous, cimoticnal, meaningul,
heavy, lesson-oriented, wish
oriented, and then sometimes
they're just stupid and silly,
aboul having a good time.”

For tickets, call 2973737

Call me ‘Shylock’ . . . English
clagzical actor Gareth Anm-
sirong was prepanng for a pro-
duction of Shakespeares The
Merchant of Verree when he be-
canne fascinated by the role of
the vindictive Jewish money-
lewder, The result is the one-
man show Shyleck, a decon-
structed version of the play as
seen by the only other Jewish
puy in the play, the sympathetic
Tubal, given a mere cight lines
by Shakespeare. Anmstrong's
Shlack, which opens tonight at
the Kravis Center's Rinker Play-
lonse where it continues

Patinkin

through Sunday, also iraces the
history of anli-Semitisim
through the history of the play,

These days, the depiction ol
thes mereenary, villainous Shy
lock vsnally runs into concems
about political correctness. “Ey
ery procuction that vou'll 2ee of
The Mevchant of Vearee will in
some way take Shylock's side
now,” says Armstrong. 1 think
prople today use the pay and
interpret it in such a way Lo
miake Shylock more sinned
against than sinner, I gets
twisted around Lo appease posi-
Holocaust sensibilities.”

Those whao were not paying
attention in English class can
relax. Armslrong assures us
that "you don't actually need o
know the play very well, be-
cause quite early on | manage
to tell you the plot, [ ithink if
vou've heard the name Shylock
that's useful, but aparl from that
mayhe vou don't necd to know
any mare,”

Tickets are 530, available hy
calling B32-7460

\
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HAVE A SHOW FoRr
THE HOLIDAYS

Hollday Shaow
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Outside
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Dhirected by Michael Higc[un

A prominent familv’s “black +
cousin (the son ol an imerra
Iirrsge) 15 released Trom i
asmill wing ol the Bimily acy
nows Bue why o they wane |

And whar does he want from

| FIRST PREVIEW
| Tuesday, December ||
| at 8:00 p.m.

ALL SEATS $25

www.lloridastage.org

Production Sponsor:

Larmoyeux & Bone

TRIAL LAWYERS, PL FLORIDA STAGE SFOMNYOR

.‘m-n SRURTHEEE Ty st




