
Halsey Chase Herreshoff

About 65 years ago, in the mid 1950’s, a young and ambitious man named Halsey

Chase Herreshoff found himself embarking on an incredible journey in the United States

Navy. Born into a family with a rich maritime legacy, Halsey has sailing in his blood, and

the call of the sea was hard to resist. It’s hard to know where to start with someone like

Halsey who has accomplished and experienced so much during his lifetime. A Rhode

Islander all his life, Halsey learned to sail when he was two years old and started racing

at the age of five in Bristol.

After attending the Webb Institute, Halsey later earned a naval architecture and

mechanical engineering graduate degree at MIT. Even more impressive are his

contributions to yachting chronicled in the Encyclopedia of Yacht Designers. More than

9,500 boats have been commissioned based on his family’s designs.



Halsey had always been fascinated by ships and the vastness of the ocean. He

dreamed of adventures beyond the horizon, and the Navy seemed like the perfect place

to turn those dreams into reality. With determination and a thirst for knowledge, he

enlisted in 1956 and soon began his training on the minesweeping missions aboard the

USS Guide.

During his eight year tenure in the Navy, Halsey faced various challenges, both physical

and mental. He learned the art of navigation through a sextant, honed his leadership

skills, and fostered a deep sense of camaraderie with his fellow cadets. Despite the

grueling demands of the training, Halsey's passion for the sea only grew stronger with

each passing day.

Halsey recalls during our interview, "Life on a Navy ship is always interesting. As an

Ensign you start to get involved and learn things, at one point you get to be the

commander of the deck. The day I achieved this honor was the most satisfying! "

Halsey set sail on his first deployment in 1956 in patrol squadron 19. He found himself

aboard a state-of-the-art destroyer, patrolling the vast oceans and protecting his

country's interests. The sense of duty and responsibility weighed heavily on his

shoulders as commander of the ship. During our interview he told us a story about a

very stormy night, “One miserable night in the middle of the winter near the coast of

Korea...it was so rough and freezing cold, the waves were immense. You are never

supposed to sit in the commanding officer's chair! But I had to do this because it was



the one time I was feeling unwell, although I have never actually gotten seasick.

Sometimes you have to do what you have to do! "

As the years passed, Halsey's career in the Navy progressed rapidly. His talent as a

leader and his remarkable grasp of naval operations earned him the respect and

admiration of his superiors and peers alike. He climbed through the ranks,

demonstrating exceptional skill and earning several commendations for his bravery and

strategic process.

Halsey stated, “Like my grandfather said, You are a damn fool if you make the same

mistake twice!" Halsey feels The United States Navy is a fine institution that allows

young adults to have exceptional responsibility and leadership responsibilities at an

early age. He mentioned that prior to that experience, “I had never had that level of

responsibility. At the age of 22, I was the commander of a ship. What an exceptional

responsibility as a young man!"

Halsey was an engineering officer Aboard the USS Guide, an 187 foot minesweeper

with a crew of about 65 men and women in the Pacific Ocean. This ship was entirely

made of wood. Halsey recalled how they taught us to stand in the event of a mine

explosion during a minesweeper Naval exercise. He mentioned that, "I still stand with

my knees a little bent to this day, because of the way they instructed us to protect

ourselves in the event of an explosion."



Halsey's experience in the US Navy also brought him face to face with some of the

earth’s most beautiful natural beauty. From breathtaking sunsets over the Pacific to

nights spent navigating by the stars. He found solace and wonder in the beauty of the

ocean. These experiences further deepened his connection with the sea and solidified

his love for sailing.

His ability to remain level-headed in critical moments and make swift, calculated

decisions garnered him a reputation as one of the Navy's most trusted naval

engineering Lieutenant Commanders. Eventually, after a distinguished career in the

Navy, Halsey returned to private life but continued to be involved in maritime endeavors,

embracing his family's sailing legacy and working to promote sailing as a sport and a

way of life. He went on to work for Time magazine, where he authored the definitive

guide “How to Work a Sextant”, and to become Mayor of the Town of Bristol.

Halsey started a maritime museum located in Bristol named “The Herreshoff Marine

Museum and The America’s Cup Hall of Fame”. The museum remains the leading

attraction in Bristol and features many designs from his family’s extensive

accomplishments in naval architecture. Halsey continues to support this and many other

maritime educational institutions and is a frequent guest lecturer.

Halsey’s time in the Navy also instilled a tremendous respect for the flag and inspired

expertise in flag etiquette. He still proudly displays, next to his desk, an American flag

from one of the six America’s Cup campaigns he competed in.



Halsey’s passion for the sea led him on a remarkable journey in the United States Navy,

inspired important naval designs, and continues to this day. Turning 90 years old on

September 06th, 2023, Halsey is still captaining boats, both power and sail. He talks

with young students and continues to inspire all those who have the pleasure of meeting

him. His infectious smile, charming laugh and humble demeanor brings a smile to my

face when you are able to spend time with him.
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