Halsey Chase Herreshoff

About 65 years ago, in the mid 1950’s, a young and ambitious man named Halsey
Chase Herreshoff found himself embarking on an incredible journey in the United States
Navy. Born into a family with a rich maritime legacy, Halsey has sailing in his blood, and
the call of the sea was hard to resist. It's hard to know where to start with someone like
Halsey who has accomplished and experienced so much during his lifetime. A Rhode
Islander all his life, Halsey learned to sail when he was two years old and started racing

at the age of five in Bristol.

After attending the Webb Institute, Halsey later earned a naval architecture and
mechanical engineering graduate degree at MIT. Even more impressive are his
contributions to yachting chronicled in the Encyclopedia of Yacht Designers. More than

9,500 boats have been commissioned based on his family’s designs.



Halsey had always been fascinated by ships and the vastness of the ocean. He
dreamed of adventures beyond the horizon, and the Navy seemed like the perfect place
to turn those dreams into reality. With determination and a thirst for knowledge, he
enlisted in 1956 and soon began his training on the minesweeping missions aboard the

USS Guide.

During his eight year tenure in the Navy, Halsey faced various challenges, both physical
and mental. He learned the art of navigation through a sextant, honed his leadership
skills, and fostered a deep sense of camaraderie with his fellow cadets. Despite the
grueling demands of the training, Halsey's passion for the sea only grew stronger with

each passing day.

Halsey recalls during our interview, "Life on a Navy ship is always interesting. As an
Ensign you start to get involved and learn things, at one point you get to be the

commander of the deck. The day | achieved this honor was the most satisfying! "

Halsey set sail on his first deployment in 1956 in patrol squadron 19. He found himself
aboard a state-of-the-art destroyer, patrolling the vast oceans and protecting his
country's interests. The sense of duty and responsibility weighed heavily on his
shoulders as commander of the ship. During our interview he told us a story about a
very stormy night, “One miserable night in the middle of the winter near the coast of
Korea...it was so rough and freezing cold, the waves were immense. You are never

supposed to sit in the commanding officer's chair! But | had to do this because it was



the one time | was feeling unwell, although | have never actually gotten seasick.

Sometimes you have to do what you have to do! "

As the years passed, Halsey's career in the Navy progressed rapidly. His talent as a
leader and his remarkable grasp of naval operations earned him the respect and
admiration of his superiors and peers alike. He climbed through the ranks,
demonstrating exceptional skill and earning several commendations for his bravery and

strategic process.

Halsey stated, “Like my grandfather said, You are a damn fool if you make the same
mistake twice!" Halsey feels The United States Navy is a fine institution that allows
young adults to have exceptional responsibility and leadership responsibilities at an
early age. He mentioned that prior to that experience, “| had never had that level of
responsibility. At the age of 22, | was the commander of a ship. What an exceptional

responsibility as a young man!"

Halsey was an engineering officer Aboard the USS Guide, an 187 foot minesweeper
with a crew of about 65 men and women in the Pacific Ocean. This ship was entirely
made of wood. Halsey recalled how they taught us to stand in the event of a mine
explosion during a minesweeper Naval exercise. He mentioned that, "I still stand with
my knees a little bent to this day, because of the way they instructed us to protect

ourselves in the event of an explosion."



Halsey's experience in the US Navy also brought him face to face with some of the
earth’s most beautiful natural beauty. From breathtaking sunsets over the Pacific to
nights spent navigating by the stars. He found solace and wonder in the beauty of the
ocean. These experiences further deepened his connection with the sea and solidified

his love for sailing.

His ability to remain level-headed in critical moments and make swift, calculated
decisions garnered him a reputation as one of the Navy's most trusted naval
engineering Lieutenant Commanders. Eventually, after a distinguished career in the
Navy, Halsey returned to private life but continued to be involved in maritime endeavors,
embracing his family's sailing legacy and working to promote sailing as a sport and a
way of life. He went on to work for Time magazine, where he authored the definitive

guide “How to Work a Sextant”, and to become Mayor of the Town of Bristol.

Halsey started a maritime museum located in Bristol named “The Herreshoff Marine
Museum and The America’s Cup Hall of Fame”. The museum remains the leading
attraction in Bristol and features many designs from his family’s extensive
accomplishments in naval architecture. Halsey continues to support this and many other

maritime educational institutions and is a frequent guest lecturer.

Halsey’s time in the Navy also instilled a tremendous respect for the flag and inspired
expertise in flag etiquette. He still proudly displays, next to his desk, an American flag

from one of the six America’s Cup campaigns he competed in.



Halsey’s passion for the sea led him on a remarkable journey in the United States Navy,
inspired important naval designs, and continues to this day. Turning 90 years old on
September 06th, 2023, Halsey is still captaining boats, both power and sail. He talks
with young students and continues to inspire all those who have the pleasure of meeting
him. His infectious smile, charming laugh and humble demeanor brings a smile to my

face when you are able to spend time with him.

-~
UNITED STATES SHIP

G UI D E

#MSO-‘}?J

Commissioning Program

U. 5. NAVAL STATIOMN

nnnnnnnnnnn O

15 MARCH 1955









CHRISTMAS DINNER USS GUIDE M50 447

25 Dec 1960
CREAM OF TOMATO SOUP
CRISP SALTINES
ROAST TOM TURKEY BAKED VIRGINIA HAM
OYSTER DRESSING GIBLET GRAVY
MASHED PAPRIKA POTATOES MASHED SWEET POTATOES
BUTTERED GREEN BEANS BUTTERED WHOLE KERNAL CORN
CHEF'S SALAD WITH FRENCH DRESSING
SHRIMP COCKTAIL & COCKTAIL SAUCE
CRISP CELERY STICKS STUFFED DLIVES
CHILLED CRANBERRY SAUCE
HOT MENCEMET PIE HOT PARKER HOUSE ROLLS
MIXED NUTS ASSORTED FRESH FRUITS
COFFEE TEA FRESH MILK
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(. L. HART, LCDR, USN (COMMANDING OFFICER)
E. B. MILLER, LT|G, USN [(EXECUTIVE OFFICER)
5. V. KISTNER, LT]G, USNR (SUPPLY DFFICER)

L. E. EPPERSON, CSCA, USN AB. MOORE, (53, USN
[LEADING COMMISSARY MAN) L. A. RETEL, 5N, UISN
T, L. PUDDINGTON, C55N, USN |. A. MOORE, SN, USN
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530707 HERMAN LUTHER R LT 1105 | 08|01(59 |22 |07(13] 43 017481 656073 HERRING WILLIAM ARTHUR JR ENS 1915 | 11| k&80 |39 |03|16| &2
576914 | HERMAN LYLE EDMOND L1y6 | 1105 |12|07|58 |35 |0&|0s| 57 013461 588285 | HERRING WILLIAM J i 1105 |05/01(se |32 |o0z{os| si| 015507
566170 | HERMAN MARION E Lcor | 1105 |07/01|sz |25 [07]29| 52| 011069 650427 | HERRINGTON ALRERT OMEN JR | LT [ 1315 [03 0165 |35 |11|30( 60| Acou
. i 4 501991 | HERMAN WATTHEW M U | 1315 |0301[39 [33 08|04 | 54| oieezs 258001 | HERRINGTON ALFRED W Lcon | 1105 | 03|01|s7 |22 [11[0s| 42| 008174
| 4 667140 | HERMAN HMICHAEL VICTOR L1 | 2105 |o6[o1|62 |36 |07|01| 58| 003129 534830 | HERRINGTON DAVID DYTON ENS | 1915 |05(25|es |39 |os(18| 57|  AcDU
b 141649 | HERMAN PAUL A LT 2205 |01|01(45 |18 |03[11| 39| 000007 680819 | HERRINGTON FRANK BRUCE ENS | 1355 (06[19|66 |38 [0B/02| 61| ACDU
3 639859 | HERMAN PETER FLLIS ur | 1105 |0efo1fes (37 |10]28| 59 031601 455233 | HERRINGTON KENNETH FRANK JR | LCOR | 1315 07|o1|e1 (24 (12/00| 42| 009531
- 602724 | HERMAN PETER MICHAEL LTJc | 1355 |05|10|57 |32 [o5|25| 55| 010332 537561 | HERRINGTON DT1S H JR 1355 |07|01[61 (27 |o6|16| 45| 023333
sEBTZL HERMAN PETER WINDLEY ENS 1105 |06/09|65 |44 [08/01| 65 AcCOU 282849 HERRINGTON RONGER B CAPT | 1105 |09/ 01(63 |20 [09(22| 43 002250
- 682565 HERMAN RICHARD MUIR LT 1105 | 12/01|64 |31 |11/30 51 032457 411509 HERRINK LOUIS 5 JR COR 1105 (09/0L 61 |25 |06 28] 42 006445

HERMAN ROBERT L COR | 5105 |03|01|64 |27 |06(01 | 49| 000310 654451 | HERRLINGER ALRERT PHILLIP LYJG | 1105 |05/17(63 [38 | 05(18| &L Aty

HERMAN ROY (r | 3105 |07[o1|s3 |21 [01]13| 42| 000216 212189 | HERRMANN EDWARD K capT | 1405 [0301f63 |19 | 10|24 #2|  oOLEET
HERMAN STEPHEN DAVID Lt | 2105 |os|o1|61 (36 |o6(09| 57| 002721 237417 | HERRMANN FRANK J CapT | 1105 [o07|01f6s |14 |12|22| 42| 002822
HERMANEK CHARLES RICHARD Lr | 1615 |o6|o1|6z |35 |os|07| 58 025443 492141 | HERRMANN LACY 8 LT
HERMANN ALBERT R Lt | 1105 |os|o1|s2 (25 [02|15 43| 003823 102806 | HERRMANN LYLE F capt | 2105 [07/01[57 |12 |04[22( 37|  oo011E
245630 | HERMANN ERNEST Lcon | 1105 |o1fo1[54 |13 [01|25| 43| 002mi3 551917 | HERRMANN RAYMOND A (rac | 1105 (08| 13[53 |26 |03|29| 46| oOS146
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JAMES HARVIE
A-2

91 Mathewson Road

Barrington, Rhode Island

Webb Institute of Naval Archi-
tecture, B.S.

BRUNO KAISER
HALSEY C. HERRESHOFF A-2
;) 5105 Thornbury Boulevard
125 Hope Street Cleveland, Ohio
Bristol, Rhode Island Ohio State University, B.E.E.
‘Webb Institute of Naval Archi-
tecture, B.S.

NORMAN E. KENNEALLY
WILLIAM J. KELLEY A-2
A-2 17 Jenkins Avenue
31 Malvern Street Whitman, Massachusetts
Melrose, Massachusetts Stonehill College, B.S.
Northeastern University, B.S.

JAMES D. LAURANCE
HORTON W. LAIN A-2
A-2 137 Ellery Avenue
4509 Amhert Road Newport, Rhode Island
College Park, Maryland Johns Hopkins University, B.A.
Webb Institute of Naval Archi-
tecture, B.S.

HARVEY N. MONROE
A-2
3016 Crawford Street
Houston, Texas
University of Texas, B.B.A., LL.B.
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U.S.S. GUIDE
L

The U.S.8. GUIDE is one of the ships
of the Navy's newest class of mine-
sweepers. The 178-foot, wooden-hulled
ship was built by the Seattle Shipbuilding
and Drydocking Corporation of Seattle,
Washington. Her keel was laid on 20
February 1953, and she was launched on
1T April 1954, with Misa Ann Larsen the
sponsor. Following trinls and inspections,
the ship was accepted by the Navy on 25
February 1965, The GUIDE is designated
an Ocean Minesweeper and is capable of
earrying out all t¥pes of minﬂnup?n]
missions and operating .a.; an independent
unit of the Fleet. Upon completion of
training and readying for sea, the ship
will join the U, S Pacific Fleet,

U.S5.5. GUIDE (MSO-447)

MIOHN E. LOWELL
Liewtenans, USN
Communding Offleer

APAUL ¥, BORLAUG
Lirutemant, LIEN
"l.r'f Exeeutive CHficer

KIAMES M. GRULKE
Lisuiemant (jgh, UANER
Enginesr (Hflcer

¥ rames (n) O°Hars Jr., EXNC
s={iyear F. Cunningham, EMC
o Bernurd K Pile, RINC
‘amen W, Faller, BM1
ames I°. Gardner, QM1
i Mastin, DC
- . Simmoes, HM1
¥ Lawrence C. Coleman, EMFP]
W Hasil . Samples, ETL
“of Rey D, Colliva, FF1
¥ J. Petroskl, YN
Richard E. Kiaaler, C5I
Fl (n) Boling Jr, AM1
‘Ruyssl] H, Haley, HMWE- pr T
Rotert W, Ridley, QM2
wWiraadide L Lucero, GME
i Milard T, Bhaw, RMZ

SCTHOMAR J, °NEILL
Lieuterant (jg), USHNE
Fimt Lirolin&nt

MRICHARD F. GILES
Enslgn, UENR
Ckprrations Cficer

hstar ¥, Flissggs, 8K3

= KHowsrd J, Cruthirds, SH= DiTeH,

= Usarold D Helfren, SN
Edwsrd A. Smith, 35
Leonard T. Hussen, SN-R0=T
Harbert M. Medley, 8N
' Clark (a} Morwoed, SN
AJimmy A Hughes, 3058-1

XIay¥ (n} Andersen, ETEN-T-2=F §

et e (nh MicCowm, RWAN
d G. Read, QMEN-T
Morman V, Sharp, ROSN=F-2
APuiraer 1. Hills, 8%
Tonald 3. Haats, BN
Wlames . Mire, 33

X Roberts A Romana, ENFN-2=2=-3 I

s, Earl F. SBavery, EUFN =T

XUlpde B Duvis, ENZ=3-2-3-2-0 ) HRonald E. Willewe, EXF=2

“ilarvey 4. Miller, ENE
Juseph A, Burnes, ET2
C. Speurvin, 1C2
Fraaklin . Baker, BT2=]
—QCF&HII. M. Walker, CEZ
Ry E. Crisa, BM3
—=Lurlten J. Bchroader, 504

Albere T, Moore, TH
canph C, Fresmas, TH

~—=i James A Hetheox, BA-240= L1+

¥ Herbert. L. Juckson, 5= S8
Koy M. Peck, SA=5#

“Wealey ©. Campoten, FA-FURIN-3 §
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Interview: July 21,2023 By : Elizabeth Ruth Location: Herreshoff Marine Museum




