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Autonomy: AUBOS (self) NOMOS (law):
@ self-law or law unto oneself.

Gruth

The heart of all idolatry in the Bible
s the de-godding of God.

— D. fl. Corson —

If God is all-kn;wing. then we cannot 'know’
better than bim what is good!

(Dy take: Would you want to put your trustina
God who was not all-knowing?
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Reason

| think, therefore | am.

(Rene Descartes)

No, you were created with the ability to reason.



(Dining Biblical

Dave the courage to use your own reason’

- motro of the enlightenment.

God- (Dan Rc[anonsbtp

We are bis workmansbip (Acts 17:24-26)

Our lives are contingent on is ongoing work
(Rebrews 1:3: Col 1:17

We )are created in Ris image and for Rim (Col
1:16
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It matters not bow strait the gate,
Row charged with punisbments tl%?s croll,
I am the master of my fate,

I am the captain of my soul.

"Invictus” by Ernest Renley.




creator (Paul Ricour).

Irony: If I define my own dignity, then there can be
no objective source of dignity outside of me. Gbis is
why the post-modernist person (DUS® have
others recognize their right of self-dignicy.

(Dy take: G%‘}‘é dignicy of being made in God's
image is sacrificed on the altar of autonomy.

mi“i“gBib““‘ Gbe self must lose the pretension to be its own

Gbe ﬁlt’tbet‘ dan Heteronomy

creating your own l
Hegemony

iiﬁﬁty then otbers
h\ Autonomy

is that if you fee
like a failure at

confine you to

the dignity they

choose for you.
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m Autonom Yy © J_@ ceTononty Dichotom y
(Dodified from Watkin.

Human
Mastery of

Autonomy \

?

\ Heteronomy

Mastered by
Other people

(Dy take: Gbe choices are the burden of creating
your own dignity or significance or bcin%bav'mg
your worth defined (usually denigrated) by others.



SN (Dy take: What is the Root Cause of the
Critical Race Gbeory Intellectual (Dovement?
Negemony of Neteronomy.

Gruch

Deep down in our subconsciousness I think we
know' or 'sense’ that we can never define our
own dignity or self-worth and it becomes an
enormous burden,

Glorified by man

Denigrated by man
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Autonomy - Reteronomy Dichotomy
Diagonalization by Grinitarian Agape (selfless love)

Gruch

Human
Mastery of
Autonomy \

Trinitarian Agape:
Creative / responsive gift.

\ Heteronomy
Mastered by
Other people

Watkin offers a complex quote from David Rart to define "Grinitarian
agapc.'ﬂ)yparapbmczéﬂnitaﬂanagapclsa love among equals who
are ucbutﬁndd)drcsscndalld:ndr&ncdmrunuy-d)dndadombip
because without relationsbip they would lose their triune identity!
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Diagonalization by Grinitarian Agape (selfless love)

Human
Mastery of Freedom from s¢ No relationship:
Autonomy definition. No identity!

Heteronom
Freedom from bering Mastered by
defined by others. 4
Other people

Wartkin offers a complex quote from David Bentley Dart to define "Grinitarian
agape.” (Dy parapbrase: Grinitarian agape is a selfless love among equals who
are unique but find their essencial idcntitz;in their unicy - their relationship
because without relationsbip they would lose their triune identicy!
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Christianity only works when it is
ﬁ] defined as selflessly-loving redemprtive

LIS communicy.

“Life
ogethet
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Adam and €ve are deceived into reasoning’ that they
sbould be autonomous,

AN

Adam and €ve bad two potential opposite emotional responses to the tree: resent
its presence because is forbidden or anticipate it as a ‘future gifc' from God. An
expanded name: Gbe tree of the knowledge neces to cboose bertween good and
evil. God said they must not eat from it - not that they would NEVER be able to do
s0. Go tempt man with something that you bad no intention to EVER provide
would be cruel like a package under a Christmas tree that could never be unwrapped.
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God says Adam and Eve are ready for this. Satan deceives Adam and Eve that they are
ready for this.
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Created things or be’mﬁs cannot define good

and evil because only the creator is ‘outside
the creation and can see the 'big picture’ - the
future resulcs of all possible choices.

It commits the fallacy of 'begging the
question:’ appealing to REASOI as the ground
(or reason) for REASON!

"€Evil be thou my good = nonsense be thou my sense.”
- C. S. Lewis.
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It is irrational for us to think that we bave
the wisdom and power to define good and evil.

Definition of child: "A psycbortic dwarf with a
good prognosis - IF nurtured into maturicy.”
(Daturicy of children requires submission to the parent to

define good and evil. As God's children, we only become

mature through submission to Rim - bolding on to Rim in
trust.
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Rationalism

Disorder
Disintegration

Incoherence
Order

Integrity
Coherence

Irrationalism

A University student at a forum proposed to the Christian
speaker that we don't need order or coberence. Ne responded: Do
you want a coberent or incoberent response to your statement?
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"Gbis is the terrible picture of the modern world: an

agonistic reality of warring principles that can neicher

reconcile nor o their separate ways, bound together

with one band while furiously stabbing with the other.
- Watkin.

Grinitarian state: bound together but never
stabbing,

/4



vy "Embracing buman autonomy leads
. botb to byper-rationalism and radical

AAN irrationalism act the same time.”
- Watkin.

Our great leaders of the past did not see themselves
or their nation as autonomous from God.

’/lﬁ-.\
E -

The determinations of Providence are
always wise, often inscrutable; and,
though its decrees appear to
bear hard upon us at
| times, is nevertheless meant for

Sir,'my concern is not graCious purposes.

whether God is on our side;
my greatest concern is to be on God's side,
for God is always right.

George Washington
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"Gbe more comprebensive the reign of the rational, (the

greater the risk) that it becomes its own end, a self-justifying

system detacbed from buman realicy and buman needs.’
-Wazkin.

Undesirable
Outcome

(Dy take: Creating ‘order’ is usually good but when ‘the rational
order of man’ reigns supreme, it o leads to irrational
outcomes.
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©Ghe Diagonal Solution:
Absolute Personalicy Bbheism

Gruth

Rationalism

~

Absolute Personality

Theism \
Irrationalism

Grusting God to make the rules allows us to

escape the ¢xtremes of autonomous
bumanism.
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In the world of buman autonomy, conflicts are
inevitable and often resolved by violence. When
everyone defines goodness for themselves,
wbat is seen as gqood by one will be seen as evil
by others. Gbis is prevalent today. People bave

ways bad different opinions but now an
oplpfosing view is not merely wrong but actually
evil.

Concradiction: People rebel against submission to God buc if
everyone is autonomous then some powerful person or small
cadre of persons will demand submission to their worldview.
Gbhe desire for freedom from God leads to repression by man.



When we are characters in God's story rather
than be in our stories, our freedom is limicted

but in a way that leads to peace among men
ratber than conflict.

Watkin's suggested syllogism of Sartre's philosopby:
Freedom %xgicssts. (1{)y o d d
God and freedom cannot coexist. (B)

Gbherefore, there is no God. (C)

Gbe problem (as I see it) is that part B of the

proposition is only true if you define freedom as the

absence of rule by God. What if freedom is being free
of defining ourselves, relying on God to define us?



(Dining Biblical Huto no my and CosmiCPlaSia‘.ism:

What Alvin Platinga calls “creative
il anci-realism.”
Concradictory Views of (Dan:
"As gods” - as unremarkable animals
Source of our own meaning - meaningless

Irony: “Cosmic plagiarism” - coined by Gim Keller -
refers to how this anti-realism borrows from Christian
theism wbich INietzsche realized was a fact by referring
to bis cadre as "godless anti-metapbysicians.”
((Detaphysics refers to supernaturalism so it means to
be opposed to belief in a supernatural realm.
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"®Gbe problem of secularization is that ... God is
dead, and yet we still inbabit theological modes
and babits of thinking... philosopby (wbich) is
inseparable from religion, and inconceivable
without religion. And yet we cannot believe the
stories that we would like to tell ourselves.”’

(Dy take: We can't trust an anti-realistic
worldview, and we cannot be at peace or bave
true freedom living in an untrustworthy

paradigm.



Atbeist Bertrand Russell on
bis resolve to livein a

meaningless universe:

y 2
" 4
< %
-
"Only within the scaffolding of these truths,
only on the firm foundation of unyic[di‘:g
be

despair, can the soul’'s babitation hencefo
safely builc.”

(Dy take: Riddled with contradictions: If the
universe is meaningless then there are no truths on
which any can agree. Gbere is no way that anything
firm’' or 'safe’ can be based on despair. Qowcan a
meaningless universe support the idea of a 'soul?’
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“Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong
forever on the throne,-

Yet that scaffold sways the Future, and,
behind the dim unknown,
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping
watch above his own.”

When we
hang Jesus
who is the

truth, we

enthrone
Satan who is
the lie.
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If the universe is meaningless, so is
the statement that it is so. If this
world is a vicious trap, so is its
accuser, and the potis calling the
kettle black.

— Alan (|Jatls —
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Tion

. (Daking your own firm founda:
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(Daurice Blanchot on livingin a
g] meaningless universe: paraphrased:

Gruch

If I bold tight to the absence of meaning, then I must
renounce bope, renounce rest, renounce everything.
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And who are we = h p@SeVer

- tolove but God,
| our creator? '
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" | Jesus’ separation
er than from the Father

on the cross was
worse than death.
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. The Lightning
Bolt of
Alienation

strikes 7 times
in Genesis 3.

God alienated from us: vil.

We are alienated from God: v10.

We are alienated from ourselves (asbamed): v7.
We are alienated from our bodies: v16.

We are alienated from each other (blamed): v12-13.
We are alienated from the rest of creation: vi7.
Crea‘aon is ahenated from icself: vi8.

through nature.”
- Jacques Ellul
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"We are the source of autonomy that needs to be
addressed, both in the desires of our bearts and in
the structures and figures that we bave created.’

- Watkin
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Gruch rIQNTLY dejine wnat is oOod.
Gbe lack of a shared vision of what is good
causes more division, breaking up the family,
casting out people socially, and amplifying
inequality.

"Gbe irony is that bere, too, just where we think
we (modern people) are most free, we are most
coerced by the dominant beliefs of our own

culcure.”
- Robert Bellab in "“Dabits of the Deart.”
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INDEED, HE DREW YOU
FROM THE JAWS OF

DISTRESS TO A SPACIOUS

AND BROAD PLACE, TO A | CALLED ON THE LORD IN DISTRESS:

TABLE FULL OF RiIcHNEss. | HE LORD ANSWERED ME
R AND SET ME IN A BROAD PLACE

PSALM 118:5

(Dy take: Gbe irrational world where people exist according to
their own standards is like a dark swamp with narrow trai
bordered by quicksand wbere it is impossible to run freely. In
several places in scripture, God invites us into a ‘broad , an
expansive safe place where we can live with joyful ab n because
we choose to live by God's standards, in fellowsbip with Christ.
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Do you feel at peace with your view of
the world? If not, is it because a part of
your view is denying the presence of sin

in ALL people?

" THINK ABOUT IT
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Please click on Subscribe, LIKE, share with a friend or
add a comment:

7Y 2.2K A} SHARE

Add a comment...

—

If you have private comments or questions, we would love to hear from you and
will respond as soon as possible. Please contact us at:

info@biblemining.org.

Our new website is www.biblemining.org for our new
ministry called “Mining Biblical Truth.” There you can
find PDFs, Powerpoint slides, audio podcast, and videos.



http://www.biblemining.com

